
February 13, 1959 

To: American Committee on Africa Executive Board 1-'Iembers 

From: Gilbert Jonas 

Re: Organization Committee Meeting of Februar,y 13, 1959 

1. The Organization Committee re-nominates the following fifteen 
individuals for election to a two-year term beginning with the March 9 
Annual Meeting: Max Berking, Robert Clampitt, Ed Gray, Donald Harrington, 
George Haynes, Gilbert Jonas, Elizabeth Landis, Frank Montero, Elliott 
Newcomb, Bayard Rustin, George Shepherd, Phyllis Susskind, Robert Trentlyon, 
Peter Weiss, and Hope Stevens. 

2. Board members wishing to make further recommendations should 
do so in writing together with a biography of the proposed candidate by 
March 2nd. Please mail nominations to the Committee headquarters (4 West 
40th Street, New York 18). The Organization Committee will meet-again to 
reconsider on the basis of any further nominations made. 

3. The same procedure will be followed for further nominations 
of officers. All nominations must first. be considered by the Organization 
Committee.. Whether or not they are fav.orably acted upon, they may be 
brought up for nomination again on the floor at the time of the election. 
Subject to their acceptance, all officers are being re-nominated for posi
tions they have held this past year, with the exception of Robert Trentlyon, 
who has declined to run again for Assistant Treasurer. Those re-nominated 
are: Donald Harrington, Chairman of the Board; Elliott Newcomb and Peter 
Weiss, Vice Chairmen of the Board; George Haynes, Treasurer; Elizabeth 
Landis, Secretary. 

4. The By-laws call for the election of the officers at the 
Annual Meeting -- the same time that the Executive Board Members are 
elected. The Steering Committee suggested that elections of officers be 
postponed until the following Board meeting. The Organization Committee 
feels that it is not necessar.y to depart from the B,y-laws unless a signifi
cant number of contests are made for the Executive Board elections. We 
will.retain flexibility on this point until ascertaining how maqy further 
nominations will be made for Executive Board openings. In order to insure 
that a defeated candidate for the Executive Board is not elected as an 
officer, the Organization Committee recommends that the elections for the 
officers be postponed until after the count on the election of the Executive 
Board. 

5. The following individuals were nominated for elections as 
Honoraey Vice Chairmen1 Mrs. Franklin Delano Roosevelt, Rev. Martin Luther 

., King, Jr., and Gardner Cowles. 



6. The Organization Committee discussed the Chairman's reco~ 
mendation that it consider the principle of representation on the Steering 
Committee by at least one member from each of the main committees of the 
organization. In effect, this relates only to the Publicity Committee 
which, from all we can gather, has been inactive. While accepting the 
principle as reasonable, the Organization Committee felt that until a 
qualified Board Member assumed the chairmanship of the Publicity Committee 
and it became active, there would be no point to adding him to the Steering 
Committee. This subject will be reconsidered as the facts warrant it. 
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