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The American Committee on Africa 
164 Madison Avenue 

~Ul'IVE BOARD MEErmG MINUI'ES 
March 22, 1973 

New York, Ne11 York 10016 

April 24, 1973 

Present: Hilliam Booth, Elsie Carli..ncton, Uinifred Courtney 1 Georae 
Daniels, Dorothy Hibbert, Janet Hooper, Jay Jacobson, Bill 
Jchnston, Elizabeth Landis, Edaar Loc~;ood, Gail Morlan, 
Andrew Norman, Tim Smith, David Robinson, Adelaide Schulkind. 

Staff: Geor~e Houser, Kay Anderson, Jennifer Davis, Ray Gould, Dick 
Leonard, Marvin Rich, Christine Root. 

I. Meetin~: 

President Hilliam H. Booth called the meetins to order at 6:10 pm. 
The minutes of the previous meeting of December 121 1972, >'lere approved 
as distributed. 

IL Amilcar Cabral: 

Amilcar Cabral's assassination on January 20 took place since the 
last meetinG of the Executive Board. The staff had issued a statement 
expressinG ACOA's sense of trasedy and loss. George Houser read a letter 
from Gil Fernande~, the PAIGC representative frequently in the U.S., 
which related the events leading to Cabral's assassination. It is 
available for Board members. 

III. Brief Reports: 

(a) Ne>i York Urban Leap;ue and Union Carbide: Geor~e Houser reported 
that the Community News Service alerted ACOA to the fact that the Urban 
League planned to honor Union Carbide as one of the recipients of its 
annual Frederick Douglas Avmrd at a dinner on May 3. The Committee has 
protested this and brouent it to the attention of OAU1 Black Caucus 
members and numerous oraanizations. Bill Booth urced ACOA Board members 
and any other oraanizations they are part of to protest this a>'lard, 
since Union Carbide is the major U.S. corporation responsible for breaking 
sanctions against Rhodesia through Chrome imports. 

(b) Twentieth Anniversary: Jay Jacobson reported that more assistance 
will be necessary if the information in ACOA files detailing si~nifiaant 
events in the 20 years of ACOA's existence throu8P correspondence with 
African leaders and others is to be used for some sort of publication. It 
is planned that a boat trip around Manhattan this summer may be held as a 
birthday celebration. Hinifred Courtney has written a draft of a history 
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of ACOA. This will be looked over by others an a decision >lill be 
made on the form in 'l.·lhich it should be issued. 

(c) Sharpeville: A poster commemorating Sharpeville and calling 
for support for the student and labor action in South Africa has been 
printed and mailed to activists. It is available to Board members upon 
request. Bill Johnston and Elizabeth Landis agreed to organize a Black 
Sash vigil at South African AirHays on March 21st. 

(d) South Africa Open Games: George introduced Ray Gould now 
working l-lith ACOA staff. Ray's press release on the Games has been sent 
to the Board. He is also working on up-dating \'le Say No To Apartheid (the 
statement first issued by ACOA in 1965 'l.vhich is signed by prominent people 
pledging to boycott South Africa culturally as long as apartheid exists) and 
is expanding the statement to include African cultural leaders. Board 
members were urged to suggest additional people to sign this statement. 

(e) Eileen Hanson's report on Chicago Literature is attached. 

(f) Legal Cases: George reported that legal counsel has told him 
that he probably could not win a case against Pan American Airw~ys for 
refusing to carry him from Kinshasa to Johannesburg on a flight in 1971. 

The case against South -~rican advertising in the New York Times 
before the New York City Commission on Human Rights should begin soon. 

ACOA, represented by Peter Connell of the Lawyers Commission for 
Civil Rights, joined with the Black Caucus to protest to C.A.B. the 
proposed granting to South African Airways of another air route to the U.S. 

(g) Conference in Holland on Liberation Support: Dick Leonard 
attended this conference on behalf of ACOA and his summary of it is 
attached. Emphasis given to political a s '\fell as material support by the 
liberation support groups represented there. 

(h) Research and Literature: Funds have been raised specifically 
to hire an additional staff member for research. Total income for 
literature distribution in 1972 was $56o8.98. 

IV. Financial Report: 

George Houser briefly reported on Finances. A summary is attached to 
the minutes. $43)000 (gross) income has been received since January, 
1973· For 1972, ACOA had a deficit of approximately $7,000.00. 

Marvin Rich reported on the mailing schedule and plans for ACOA 
appeals. A report from him is enclosed. 
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v. Nominating Cammittee Report and Elections: 

A ballot was distributed to members present, representing nominations 
by the nominating committee. The Board agreed that the secretary should 
cast a unanimous ballot for the nominees. The results of the elections 
are as follows: 

ACOA officers; Two new officers were elected: Jay Jacobson as 
Treasul'er and Dorothy Hibbert as Secretary. President \·lilliam Booth and 
Vice Presidents Robert Browne, Elizabeth Landis and David Robinson were 
returned to office. 

Executive Board: A new member was added to the ACOA Board, I.es 
CamPbell~ present head teacher of The East, a community center of the 
Africa-American. Students Association. Incumbent members returned to 
membership on the :Board are \·lilliam Booth1 Elsie Carrington, Hinift'ed 
Courtney, George Daniels, Allan Gregory Harris, Dorothy Hibbert, Jay 
Jacobson, Gail Morlan, David Robinson, Richard Stevens. 

ACOA Steering Committee: Servill8 for the coming yeat" will be Uilliam 
Booth1 President, Robert Browne, George Daniela, Dorothy Hibbert, Janet Hooper, 
Jay Jacobson, Elizabeth Landis, Tilden LeMelle, Andrew Norman, Tim Smith, 
Peter Heiss. 

ACOA National Committee: '1\le following people will be invited to 
join ACOA' s National Coomittee: Jim Bouton, Richard Falk, Ledlie 
Lau[!J:llin, Rt. Rev. Paul Moore I Frederick 0 I Neal and Hyatt Tee vlalker. 

It was agreed that the Africa Fund Trustees will be asked to form 
a nominating committee to recommend additions to the Trustees, and to 
submit these to the ACOA Board for consideration at its meeting in June. 

Please note that additional people can be added to the ACOA National 
Cazmnittee. 

VI. Campaign to Repeal: Byrd P.mendment: 

The staff recommends that AJ:.OA actively join in a coalition effort 
to work for the repeal of the Byrd Amendment, giving it a major amount of 
staff time. 

An estimated $151 000 budget should be raised by the coalition for a 
several months • campaign. There will be some staff travel necessarf j radio 
spots will be investigated. The Presbyterian Church will commit $3000 - $4000 
to t)le project, and the Hashington Office on Africa will commit $4000 speci
fically to hire a field person for this campaign. After it is clear hmi 
the coalition will be organized, ACOA Steering Committee will consider what 
ACOA can contribute. 
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The coalition •Jill hopefully include labor unions, churches and 
community organizations. Initial substantive work has been done . Edgar 
Lockw·ood appeared on February 22 as a witness before the House Sub-Committee 
on International Organizations emphasing the issues of forced labor and the 
economic effects of Union Carbide operations in Rhodesia. (Full testimony 
available from Hashington Office on Africa). 

The repeal Amendment needs to be brought up in the Senate first, 
hopefully by Hubert Humphrey, Chairman of the Senate Sub-Committee on Africa. 

fue campaign will focus attention on 15 - 20 key states and some 
Congressional districts 'd thin those states. Emphasis >>'ill be on local 
organizing in those districts uith a vieH to influencing the Congressional 
votes. 

For the campaiGn, local community demonstrations, leaflets, and media 
use uill be utilized. A community organizer will be needed for several 
months to •rork extensively in 7 or 8 of the districts. 

The Board approved ACOA's participation in the effort. It is 
emphasized that Zimbabweans, Eddison Zvobgo and others, be involved activelY 
in the campaign. 

VII. George Houser 1 s Contract with Random House: 

George Houser announced that he had signed a contract with Random 
House to finish the manuscript of his book on the liberation movements by 
the end of the year. Although he has not yet set a complete time schedule 
for the work, he requested Board approval for time off, both for travel in 
Africa and for time for writing, to finish the manuscript. He also 
reported that it may be possible to arrange for Janet Hooper to assist in 
the office during his absence on a part-time basis. The Board approved 
his request. 

IX. Corporate Campaign 

Tim Smith summarized the shareholder resolutions that are being filed 
this spring ~Yith a total of 19 corporations concerning their operations in 
southern Africa (a mailing will be done to Board members on this). 

Several of the stockholder meetings will be in Ne>v York (Exxon and 
American Metal Climax) and attendance is encouraged. Tim also noted that 
the Gulf Boycott Coalition will be having protests at Gulf's annual 
meeting in Pittsburgh. 
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x. Recogpition o1' Guinb: 

George Houser reported that the PAIGC appears to be pressing ahead 
with plans to declare independence ~rom Portugal this year. He has been 
in contact with Bob Maurer and several others concerning a campaign to 
publicize the signi~icance o~ the declaration and mobilize pressure here 
calling for recognition by the u.s. The Board endorsed this effort in 
principle. 

Tim Smith noted that this could come up at the Exxon meeting because 
they are involved in exploration in Guinea-Bissau. 

IX. Coffee Campaign; 

David Robinson raised questions about the status of a campaign against 
imports of coffee from Angola, referring to the memo that George Houser 
had sent to the Board in December about the meeting in Boston on this. 
George reported that while the staff has made contact with several African 
ambassadors at the U.N. and is continuing to gather information} it 
was ~elt that it would still be best to hold o~~ on any attempt to begin a 
campaign until the Gulf boycott uas going. Jennifer Davis also noted 
that lTith the International Coffee Agreement in a state of flux1 the 
prospects for pressure against Portugal on that front are not so good now. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm. Date for the next meeting is 
June 20, 1973· 
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