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TORTURE IN SOUTH AFRICA 

About a year ago, Dr. Wendy Orr, a district surgeon responsible 
for medically examining detainees and prisoners in Port Elizabeth, South 
Africa, submitted evidence to the Supreme Court of widespread and regular 
torture and illtreatment of detainees. In a 1986 report, Amnesty 
Internat ional, the Nobel Prize winning human rights organization, quotes 
her as follows: "The overwhelming evidence presented to me .. . convinced me 
that detainees were being systematically assaulted and a bused after their · 
arrest and before being admitted to prison, and also during their 
incarceration when they were being interrogated." 

Here is a brief description of one kind of state sanctioned 
torture now going on in South Africa as descri bed by an eye witness and 
quoted in the 1986 Amnesty International report: "We went into the CID 
offices. In the office, I saw Sipho lying down with his hands handcuffed 
behind his back. He was wet on the front and water was on the floor ... A 
white stout policeman asked Sipho what he wanted in the Republic . Sipho 
answered 'nothing'. The policeman then kicked him in the face. He <Sipho) 
had been revived with water poured on his face and had been ordered to sit 
up. He wa s also given water to drink. But after he was kicked , he lay 
still. There was a c ut on Sipho's chin when I saw him. There were also 
sjambok maarks on his chest ... " <Source: Amnesty International, S. Afri ca 
Report, 1986 0. 

Accordin3 to South African police Sipho Mutsi, an 18-year old 
organizer for the Congress of Sout h African Students, was . arrested on May 
2, 1985 and died, while in custody of the police on May 5, 1985. 

When this kind of treatment is consistentl y practiced and varified 
by independent sources , even Government denials ring hollow. UH President 
Simone, by stating th;;.t he will not budge "no matter what the public 
outcry' ' is reflecting Hitler's attitude to wor ld opinion as millions of 
Je•,;s were herded into concentration camps . Thus, it i s clearly up to the 
UH Regents, no·d, to make dive::;tment policy to clear the good name of 
Hav1a i i. 
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