
WHERE HAVE 
ALL THE SHANT\ ES 
GONE ? 



IN SOUTH AFRICA 
Shantytowns are one of the mo st visible and 
tenacious forms of mass resistance in South 
Africa. They symbolize black South Africans' 
determination to live where they choose , in 
defiance of apartheid. 

Apartheid i s the system of total dispossession 
of the black population, depriving them of 
all legal rights, citizenship, and access to 
their own country. Black South Africans are 
assigned and often forcibly removed to areas 
called "homelands", and are prohibited from 
entering white-owned areas except by special 
permission -- usually only for selling their 
labor. Since 1960, 3.5 million people have 
been forcibly removed into the "homela nds"; 
in the near future, the South African govern
ment plans to relocate over 1.7 million more. 
These removals are carried out with great 
brutality and no concern for the capacity of 
the "homelands" to provide a living for those 
dumped there. Since the "homelands" are 
virtually devoid of economic resources, heads 
of families are forced to leave their homes 
and families in search of work in white-owned 
areas, where they must remain in labor camps 
or segregated urban areas if they are to 
continue working. 

The shantytowns are constructed illegally on 
the edge of towns or near labor camps so 
that families can live near their working 
family members. Th e government routinely 
destroys these squatter villages with bull
dozers courtesy of U.S. corporations like 
John Deere or Caterpillar. Knowing that 
they can't stand up to the violent forces 
of the military, and they can't afford new 
building materials, the people often take 
down the shanties themselves after receiving 
threats from the government, so to conserve 
their materials for rebuilding later. 



ON CAMPUS 
The shantytown constructed on the quad is 
one of the most visible forms of our mass 
resistance to the University ' s continued 
compliance with apartheid. It has served 
as a center for educating and activating 
the campus community on this issue . It 
symbolizes our determination to organize 
and educate where we choose, in - defiance of 
the University's attempts to channel , 
co-opt, and ignore our activities. 

Under policies of "correct channels of com
munication" set up by the U.I. Board of 
Trustees, students are denied all rights 
to determine how their University's money 
is to be invested. 

The forced removal of the shantytown here 
parallels those in South Africa; the pre
sumptuousness of the U.I . Trustees in de
termining what's best for students here, 
parallels that of U.S. corporations in 
South Africa who believe they know what's 
best for the majority of black South 
Africans -- both are contrary to the re
peated massive demonstrations by the people 
that these officials supposedly represent. 

We o.Jf 
ohhtr apo.JheiJ, 
BUT ... 



WHAT'S NE ~T ANb 
HOW YOU CAN BECoME ACTIVE 
1. We are launching a ·No Re-election Cam
paign for the 3 members of the Board of 
Trustees who are up for re-election this 
November. These three have persistently 
opposed divest me 11 t , refused to respond to 
s t u d en t s ' a r gum e n t s f o r d i v e s t men t , a r1 d 
have decided to not discuss the issue at 
future Board meetings since they have 
nothing new to say about it . Join us i r• 
p 1 ann i n g t h e No R e - e 1 e c t i on C amp a i g 11 b e -
tween now and November. 

2 . Wear a red ribbon in support of the 
movement, and begin talking with friends 
about the issues. Educate yourself and 
your friends. 

3. Give donations to the Legal Defense 
Fund for the DNC 60 people who were ar
rested. The state and the University are 
both becoming hard-nosed and they may try 
to impose fines as well as disciplinary 
actions. Attend the benefit performance 
April 17 at Trite's Uptown and other bene
fit concerts coming up. 

4. Join us in the daily performances, 
discussions, and information tables at the 
site of the shantytown . 

5 . Attend DNC meetings, Thursdays at 7:45 
in the YWCA lounge. (This Thursday , April 
17, the meeting is cancelled for the Rock 
Against Racism benefit at Trito's Uptown.) 

DIVEST NOW COALITION 270 Illini Union 333-6614 
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