
Free South Africa Labor Committee 
c/o Engineers and Scientists of California, AFL-C,IO 
340 Fremont St. 
San Francisco, CA 94105 

Dear friends, 

After much time in preparation, we are happy to be able to send you a copy of the first issue of 
South Africa Labor News. Vve hope L-.at you rdJl fmJ u'lis aewsktter an in!porta;1t source of 
information on the gmve and dangerous siiuation facing our brave sisters and brothers in the South 
African labor movement. We also hope to be able to share with our readers some of the many 
actions taken by trade unionists in this country in support of the struggle to end apartheid. 

Our committee began during the eleven days in which members of IL WU LocallO refused to 
unload South African cargo from the Nedlloyd Kimberley here in San Francisco in November, 
1984. Since then, we have been part of the movement, together with the Bay Area Free South 
Africa Movement, the San Francisco Anti-Apartheid Committee, and many unions, individuals and 
organizations, to pass divestment ordinances, support sanctions legislation and boycotts, and stop 
South African trade. We hope South Africa Labor News will play a part in keeping our own labor 
movement informed and active in this effort. 

As you will see in reading this issue, South African trade unionists need our support and solidarity 
more than ever before, as they face prison, repression, and assasination. And in helping to end 
apartheid we will help ourselves as well. As the Alameda County Central Labor Council 
discovered, Del Monte Fruit took advantage of slave-labor conditions in South Africa to relocate 
their canneries from California. The Shell boycott brought U.S. miners the same lesson. 

Needless to say, publishing South Africa Labor News takes money. In the past four years, unions 
and individuals have been generous in their support for this committee, which we urge you to 
continue. If you think that the information offered in this newsletter is useful, please make a 
contribution to help pay the cost of putting it out. You can send your contribution to our committee 
at th.e abo'le. addr~ss. 

Fraternally, 

David Bacon and David Shelton, co-chairs, FSALC 

mlciBT856. 
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Growing Repression of 
Trade Unions 
Since its founding almost three years ago, th~ Congress of 
South African Trade Unions (COSA TU) has grown larger and 
included more unions and members than any trade union feder
ation in South African history. It led the first successful 
strike of miners, and organized a number of general strikes 
which paralyzed the apartheid system. 

Throughout 1987, the apartheid regime organized a growing 
campaign of repression and terror against COSATU and non
racial trade unions. In the last six months of 1987, over fif
teen union offices were bombed and destroyed. Many COSA
TU members were killed during strikes and attacks by 
rightwing vigilante groups. 

These attacks on COSA TU came in response to growing sup
port for the union's Living Wage Campaign, which success
fully raised overall wages for unionized Black workers in 
South Africa in 1987. COSATU's supporters outside South 
Africa organized a Hands off COSA TU campaign to discou
nige further bombings and assasinations. 

In the last part of 1987, the South African government pro
posed a new labor code designed to strangle the growing Black 
trade union movement. The Labour Relations Amendment 
Bill would outlaw sympathy and intermittent strikes, and con
sumer boycotts. It would allow employers to negotiate with 

·company unions not supported by a majority of workers, and 
allow employers to sue unions and their officials for 
.,damages" sustained during a strike. 

The new proposed labor code was condemned by COSATU 
and the South African Congress of Trade Unions, a Black la
bor federation forced underground and into exile by the apart
heid government during the sixties. SACTU condemned pro
visions of the bill "which seek to destroy the trade union 
movement if allowed to pass through the racist parliament. It 
will undermine the hard-won victories scored by the democrat
ic trade unions over the past years." 

Apartheid Government Bans Anti-Apartheid Organizations 

On February 24, the South African government issued orders 
banning 18 anti-apartheid organizations, including the 2-
million member United Democratic Front, closely allied to 
COSATU and the non-racial union movement. Although 
COSA TU .:was not itself banned as an organization, many in
dividual COSATU officials were given banning orders, pre-

( to page 2) 

Moses Mayekiso, imprisoned Secretary of the Metal & Allied Workers Union 

Free Moses Mayekiso 
The trial of Moses Mayekiso, a union leader in South Africa 
accused of high treason, has entered a crucial stage. After a 
two month recess, the trial resumed August 1st before the 
Rand Supreme Court in Johannesburg when defense attorneys 
began presenting their case. Richard Mdakane, one of four 
co-defendents, has completed his testimony. Moses Mayeki
so is expected to take the stand September 6th, and his testi
mony is expected to last several days. 

Moses Mayekiso, his brother Mzwanele, Obed Bapela, Paul 
Tshabalala and Mr. Mdakane have been imprisoned since 
June, 1986 for grassroots organizing which challenged the au
thority of the white minority government- appointed officials 
in Alexandra Township. Though best known as the General 
Secretary of the National Union of Metalworkers of South 
Africa (NUMSA), Moses Mayekiso also chaired the Alexan
dra Action Committee (AAC). The AAC was one of many 
community groups nationwide which organized township 
yard, block and street committees to address the basic social 
and political needs of the community. The AAC came close 
to replacing Pretoria's authority with its own - hence the 
charge of high treason. It is the first treason trial in South 
African history where the accused are alleged to have esta
blished alternative structures to challenge those of the state. 

Defense attorneys argue that the AAC was formed because 
(to page 3) 



Solidarity in Action 
At its recent convention, the United Steelworkers of America 
recently called on the governments of the U.S. and other west
em industrial nations to demand the "immediate and complete 
abolition" of apartheid. While denouncing President Reagan's 
policy of "constructive engagement" with the South African 
government, the USW A praised efforts of international trade 
union federations to train progressive South African trade un
ion representatives. 

The USW A further called for western governments to demand 
the release of Nelson Mandela, imprisoned head of the African 
National Congress, and Moses Mayekiso, imprisoned head of 
the Metalworkers union, and adopted a seven-point plan for 
South African sanctions. This plan includes a ban on all new 
investment, and complete divestment by all multinationals in 
South Africa. 

The International Longshoremen and Warehousemen's Union 
at its Vancouver convention urged the government to step up 
support for anti-apartheid activities in the wake of increased 
repression by the Botha regime. The longshore workers sup
port comprehensive and mandatory sanctions including the 
breaking of diplomatic relations with South Africa. 

-:fhe American Federation of State, County and Municipal 
Employees supports tougher sanctions against the South Afri
can government. At a recent international convention, 
AFSCME also called for a:n end to South Africa's repression 
of major domestic trade union federations, such as COSATU, 
and amnesty for the Sharpeville Six. It pledged to play an 
even greater role in the anti-apartheid movement by working 
to expand labor actions, such as the Shell Boycott, against the 
South African regime. 

Detroit AFSCME Local312, which represents city bus me
chanics, convinced the city to stop ordering bus windshields 
from South Africa. 

Brother Rozahanaino, bureau member of the World Federation 
of Trade Unions, recently told a conference of the U.N. Food 
and Agriculture Organization that the world community must 
boycott and condemn South Africa for essentially two rea
sons. One~s apartheid. The other is that government's con
tinued repression against its neighbors, "which prevents the 
front-line states from getting down to economic develop
ment," he said, 

Repression (continued) 

venting them from meeting with other individuals or groups. 

COSATU itself was banned from,.engaging in most types of 
activity. It cannot call for unbanning of banned organiza
tions, like the UDF or the African National Congress. It was 
forbidden from demanding the release of detained people or 
prisoners, including Moses Mayekiso, imprisoned secretary of 
the Metal and Allied Workers Union, or imprisoned members 
of the South African Railways and Harbour Workers Union. 

COSA TU was forbidden from demanding the commutation of 
the death sentences handed down for three members of the Na
tional Union of Mineworkers and one member of the Com
mercial, Catering and Allied Workers Union. COSATU was 
banned from campaigning against the system of detentions or 
the apartheid security regulations. General strikes, such as the 
ones drganized for South African Freedom Day or May Day, 

· in which millions of workers participated are forbidden. CO
SA TU cannot organize resistance to evictions or forced re
movals of people in the Black townships, or oppose the apart
heid township councils. 

COSA TU condemned the banning orders, saying they were 
"aimed at smashing the campaigns which COSATU has al
ready embarked upon and undermining COSATU's strength. 
These include the Living Wage Campaign, and the campaign 
against the proposed Labour Relations Amendment Bill." 
COSA TU stated that the South African government was en
couraged by "the support it has received from employers and 
the rightwing governments of Thatcher, Reagan and Kohl." 

From Repression to Assasinations 

On March 21, COSATU answered the government's banning 
orders with a nationwide strike, on the 28th anniversary of the 
Sharpeville massacre, closing Volkswagon, Goodyear and oth
er large enterprises. Hundreds of thousands of Black workers 
stayed away from their jobs, and the main industrial centers of 
the Transvaal, the Cape and Natal provinces were shut down. 

Outside South Africa, death squads organized by the National 
Intelligence Service of the apartheid government, called Z
squads, went into action. On March 29, Dulcie September, a 
representative of the African National Congress in Paris was 
shot and killed as she went into her office. The British intel
ligence service, MI-6, pinpointed Dirk K. Stoffberg as the 
South African assasin responsible. On April 7, Albie Sachs, 
son of the famous South African trade union leader Sollie 
Sachs, was almost killed by a car bomb. ANC offices and 
refugee centers in Zimbabwe, Zambia and Belgium were also 
bombed or assaulted. 

In the U.S., FBI agents told Nomunde Ngubo, a South Afri
can trade unionist working for the United Mine Workers in 
Washington, D.C., that she was a potential assasination tar
get, along with ANC officials in the U.S. 

Despite growing repression, however, Black South African 
workers staged another stay-at-home at the beginning of June. 
In a new level of unity, this action was jointly organized by 

COSA TU and the National Council of Trade Unions 
(to page 4) 



What is COSA TU? 
In 1979 Black trade unions gained semi-legal status when the 
ris~g strug~gle of Black South African workers forced the apart
heid government to legally recognize them as "employees" un
~er labor law. Since- then Black trade unions have grown five 
times faster than those of whites. 

In 1985 the Federation of South African Trade Unions, the 
~ouncil of Unions of South Africa (CUSA), and the South Af
ncan Allied Workers Union held unity talks. These talks led 
in November of 1985 to the creation of the Congress of South 
African Trade Unions (COSATU); Most CUSA members led 
by the National Union of Mineworkers, joined COSA TU.' 
Later CUSA and other independent unions merged to form the 
National Council of Trade Unions (NACTU). COSATU is 
no:-v the largest union federation iii South Africa, with 712,231 
prud-up members. It is widely accepted to represent close" to 
1.5 million workers. " 

Soon after its formation, COSATU leaders met with leaders of 
the African National Congress and the South African Congress 
of Trade Unions, banned by the apartheid government since the 
early 1960's. All three organizations agreed to work towards 
the elimination of apartheid in a democratic, non-racial South 
Africa, guided by the Freedom Charter. 

COSA'!11 was created under the principle of one country, one 
federanon, one union. It is a multiracial labor federation at all 
lev~ls, a~d f?r this !eason is not legally recognized by the 
whtte mmonty regime. Nevertheless, its strength and the sup
port of thousands of Black South African workers have forced 
the government to treat it as a legal organization. COSA TU 
affiliates i!lclude i~dustrial unions in mines, metal, food, pa
per, chemtcal, retail, transport, domestic, municipal and public 
sector, farm, textile and unemployed workers. COSATU's 
president. is f:lijah Bara~, and its general secretary is Jay Nai-
. doo. At Its btannual natlonal congress, a majority of delegates 
must be rank-and-file workers. 

~t the end ?f i~ S~ond Congr~ss in 1987, Elijah Barayi said: 
Our orgaruzanon ts close to bemg consolidated into 12 indus

trial unions, and we will soon be joined by the organization of 
unemployed workers. We have adopted a powerful and clear 
political resolution based on the Freedom Charter whilch en
joys massive support in COSATU ... The demands of the Char
ter are minimum worker demands. Workers want what we see 
in the .charter. For example, we want the monopolies, banks 
and mmes to be brought under our democratic control, and we 
w~t to govern ~ur country. We also want to abolish all apart
heid laws, the nght to meet and speak, jobs for all, a living 
wage, a 40-hour week, decent housing, free medical care, etc." 

Internationally, COSA TU supports complete sanctions and di
vestment policies against the apartheid regime. It has been a 
guest at meetings of the International Confederation of Free 
Trade Unions, the World Federation of Trade Unions and· the 
Organization ofAfrican Trade Union Unity, but it d~es not be
long to any international labor organization. 

Mayekiso (continued) 

local authorities were unresponsive to the housing, educa
tion, transportation, health and otper needs of Alexandra's im
poverished residents. One council member in Alexandra ad
mitted that, despite many official promises, there had been no 
~easurable improvement in the lives of 90% of the popula
non. The AAC defense argues they structllred the organiza
tion along the lines of trade unions, not at the directive of 
the banned African National Congress. . 

The outcome of the this trial is very important to the anti
~partheid movement in South Africa. Mayekiso's prosecution 
IS an attempt to squash all initiatives by Black community 
leaders, and to stop anti-apartheid trade unions from support
ing community activity. If convicted, the defendents could be 
sentenced to life imprisonment For these reasons, worldwide 
pressure, led by the International Metalworkers Federation 
(IMF) to free Mayekiso and his comrades is intensifying. 

In West Germany, Holland, France, Switzerland, and Sweden, 
unions have published ads and pamphlets, run petition cam
paigns, organized fund collections and urged intervention by 
political leaders visiting South Africa. In this country, the 
Steelworkers (USW A) and the Auto workers (UA W) have 
mounted major information and support campaigns. The 
UA W helped set up a committee of prominent jurists to mon
itor the trial and has taken out full page ads in South African 
newspapers in support of Mayekiso. 

The support activity is having some effect Mayekiso re
ports that the wardens and police treat them a little better be
cause of the international attention. The judge is aware of the 
worldwide campaign, and the South African ambassador to the 
United Nations issued a tirade against the IMF for their sup
port of Mayekiso. The support is boosting the excellent 
morale of the defendants . 

Your help is needed. Information and materials are available 
from the UA W International Affairs Department, 1757 N 
Street NW, Washington, D.C. 20036. Protest letters should 
be written directly to Dr. Pieter G.J. Koornhof at the Embas
sy of South Africa, 3051 Massachusetts A venue NW Wash
ington, D.C. 20008, urging that all charges be dropp~ and 
that Mayekiso and his comrades be freed. 

Namibian General Strike 
Trade unions in Namibia have traditionally played a key 
role in organizing for an independent Namibia. In that 
vein, the National Union of Namibian Workers (NUNW) 
has called for a day-long general strike on September 27, 
1988 t? increase the pressure for a negotiated agreement 
that wtll guarantee immediate national elections and the 
withdrawal of South Africa from Namibia. An estimated 
80,000 workers are expected to join the the day-long 
strike, which also marks the twentieth anniversary of 
U.N. resolution 435- affirming the inalienable right of the 
people of Namibia to self -determination and independence 
from South Africa's illegal occupation. 



Ret>ression (continued) 

(NACTU), a smaller Black union federation. 

U.S. Labor Response 

Phillip Sparks, representing the American Federation of 
State, County and Municipal Employees, condemned the as
sasination and repression campaign of the South African gov
ernment. "If the South African governemnt has a program to 
eliminate its opponents in exile," he Said, "the U.S. ought to 
react in the strongest terms ... These incidents should 
strengthen the voice of the congressional opponents of the 
apartheid regime and give momentum to further disinvestment ·· 
in this country from South Africa." 

The repression of COSA TU and the assasination of anti
apartheid activists abroad has increased the support for legisla
tion passed by the House of Representatives and now in the 
Senate, which would strengthen U.S. sanctions against South 
Africa. ·HR:-1580, sponsored by Congressman Ron Dellums, 
and S-556, sponsored by Senators Alan Cranston and Edward 
Kennedy, impose comprehensive bans on trade and invest
ment in apartheid, and have been endorsed by many unions. 

S-556 will be sent to the Senate floor in early 
September, wh·ere 60 votes are needed to override 
an expected filibuster. California unionists are 
urged to call Sen. Pete Wilson immediately, de
manding he support the bill in this election year. 

The Free South Africa Labor Committee is a group of trade 
unionists in the San Francisco Bay Area who have been active 
in the fight for divestment and sanctions against trade with 
South Africa, and in support of the South African labor and 
freedom movement The Labor News committee includes Da-

.. ryl Alexander, David Bacon, Katherine Black, Franck Pottier 
and David Shelton 

Free South Africa Labor Committee 
c/o Engineers and Scientists of California 
340 Fremont St. 
San Francisco, CA 94105 

Independence for Namibia 
With the withdrawal of South African troops from 
Angola underway, independence for Namibia is on 

the horizon. 
The Free South Africa Labor €ommittee invites you 

a discussion of this imminent and historic event. 
Speakers will include Daryl Alexander, who will re
port on a Seminar on Efforts to Implement the Unit
. e~ Nations Plan for the Independenc:e of Namibia, 
sponsored by the UN Council on Namibia, held in 

Toronto this September. 

Wednesday, October 12, 7:30 
SEIU Local 535 

661 27th St., Oakland 

If you would like tpreceive this newsletter in the 
mail, and other information about the activities of 
the Free South Africa Labor Committee, please 
fill out and send us this coupon: 

'-{ 

N'inie ,, 
-~-~7-~------------------------------

Address. ______________________________ _ 

------~'~:~~--------~--Phone, ________ _ 

Organuati~·~---~----~--~---------------
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