
Namibia, illegally occupied by racist South Africa, is today being robbed of its wealth 
while its people are denied their rights to freedom and independence. U.S. corporations, a
long with South ~frica, are involved in this ongoing theft. The vast majority of the people 
of Namibia live in dire poverty and tens qf thousands of men are forced into the contract 
labor system that separates them from their families for long periods of time. At the same 

- time, the corporations are repatriating up to 90 percent of their profits produced by these 
laborers. 

All attempts of non-violent resistance by the Namibian people have resulted in imprison
ment, torture and mass repression by the South African occupiers. SWAPO (the South West 
Africa People's Organization), formed in 1960, has been leading the struggle for independence. 
All observers who have been to Namibia attest to SWAPO's popt,1lar appeal among the overwhelm
ing majority of the Namibian people. Currently, there are between. 75,000 and 100,000 South 
African troops in Namibia, against the will of the Namibian people and international public 
opinion. 

This action sheet seeks to inform the religious community of the stalemate in negotia
tions for Namibia's independence caused by our government and South Africa's intransigence, 
so that people of faith can bear witness and be in solidarity with the people of Namibia in 
their just struggle for human rights and independence. 

' 
NAMIBIAN CHURCHES PROTEST STALEMATE IN FREEDOM TALKS 

In 1966, the United Nations revoked the trusteeship man
date of South Africa over Namibia because of the continued 
violation of human rights imposed by apartheid, govern
ment enforced racial discrimination. In 1971 the World 
Court ruled that South Africa must leave Namibia. South 
Africa refused, and by 1977 the nations of the world were 
prepared to call for severe economic and political sanctions 
against South Africa. 

To prevent those sanctions, and thus preserve their strong 
economic ties with South Africa, the United States, with 
Great Britain, France,- West Germany and Canada, pro
posed to the United Nations Security Council that they are 
given time to negotiate a settlement to the Namibian ques
tion. The'five, who came to be known as the Western Con
tact Group, have been negotiating with South Africa for six 
years, and state in speeches and press releases that few 
obstacles remain to independence. In the last analysis, how
ever, there has only been one obstacle to independence, and 
thans-south Africa's refusal to quit itsjllegaLo.ccupation of 
Namibia. · 

In 1982,'the United States introduced a new condition to 
South African withdrawal, the removal of Cuban troops in 
the country north of Namibia, Angola. The Angolan gov
ernment invited the Cubans to their country in 1976 because 
of a South African invasion and have repeatedly stated that 
when South Africa quits its occupation of southern Angola 
and Namibia itself, the Cuban troops will be sent home. 

The churches in Namibia, who first welcomed the good 
offices of the Contact group in negotiating an indepen- · 
dence, have lived through six more years of bloodshed and 
terror. The following letter to the United States. and tqe 
others in the group has been received with scorn by the 
United States State Department, which sent a staff member 

. to Windhoek to protest its content. In one insulting sen
tence, the U.S. official dismissed the church leaders as not 
representing the wishes of the Namibian people. 

Since the church leaders assembled were all elected, and 
represent the only viable institutions in Namibia not con
trolled by South Africa, this biased statement revealed the 
ignorance of our public servants as to the true wishes of the 
Namibian people, and a lack of understanding of the de
mocracy that the churches alone have preserved inside 
Namibia. 

AN OPEN LETTER 
TO THE WESTERN FIVE CONTACT GROUP 

Your Excellencies, 

As we continue to hear and experience further wanton 
acts of destruction of life and property in our country, we, 
the Executive Committee of the Council of Churches in 
Namibia, representing 81% of Namibian Christians, meet
ing in Windhoek on the 28th January 1983, would like to 
state that, because of our commitment to reconciliation, 
justice, peace and the preservation of human life, we remain 
resolved that independence under United Nations Security 
Council Resolution 435 is the only just and concrete solu
tion to our country's plight. 

Having supported your initiatives, we view with mount
ing concern the developing stalemate of non-existent prog
ress in regard to the negotiations on the implementation of 
the said Resolution which are now impeded by the irrele
vant linkage of Cubans to the historical colonial problem of 
our country. 

we· wislrto· state -also ·that the- Cuban presen~_jn__the 
sovereign state of Angola is not a threat to the Namibian 
people. The historical priority is South Africa's continued 
occupation of Namibia without the consent and mandate 
from the majority of the people. We are disturbed that cer
tain members of your group are obstructing and under
mining the negotiations by trying to make their own domes
tic political capital from this irrelevant linkage, and by so 
doing, prolonging suffering and bloodshed in our country. 
We reject such obstruction, and consequently are beginning 
to question the authenticity and sincerity of the motives of 
your group. 

The destructive effect of the status quo continues to esca
late, and we urgently appeal to you to heed the will and 
rights of the Namibian people and in their interests alone, 
do everything in your power to remove the obstacles hinder
ing the immediate implementation of Resolution 435. 

We urge you to act pwmptly in order to restore the dimin
ishing hope and expectations that we originally had in your 
initiative:-··-. · 

Yours sincerely, 

The Executive Committee of the Council of Churches in 
Namibia 

CLERGY AND LAITY CONCERNED 
198Broadway/N.Y.,'N.Y.l0038 
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KASSINGA: In May 1978 South African jets bombed and strafed a Namibian refugee 
camp at Kassinga in southern Angola. Nearly lOOO.Nambian children, women and 
men were massacred. Over 700paratroopers then carried out a "mopping-up" op
.erat.iou':. over 2oo survivors were captured and taken back to Namibia. At least 
118 of the prisoners are still being held in a concentration camp at Hardap Dam. 
They have been tortured brutally. They have never been charged or tried. Their 
families have not been allowed to see them. 
WE DEMAND 'rHEIR RELEASR! ! 

CALL FOR ACTION 
' People of faith in the U.S. need to make their voices heard in the worldwide movement 

to free Namibia. Namibian Christians who inake up the majorit~ of the population ask 
for your support and solidarity. Please consider the following act:lons: 

1) Write your Congressional delegation in Washington, D. C. Strongly urge them: 

a) to support United Nations Security Council Resolution 435 on Namibia's 
independence without any preconditions, such as the presence of Cuban 
troops in Angola; 

b) to support legislation that would enforce United Nations Council on 
Namibia Decree No. 1 which makes it illegal to extract or export Nami
bia's wealth without the consent of the Council (U.S. corporations in 
Namibia are inviolation of this Decree.); 

c) to support legislation that will disengage the U.S. gram bilateral 
relations with South Africa because of itscontinued illegal occupa
tion of Namibia and its system of apartheid which has been condemned 
by the United Nations, the Non-Aligned Nations, the World Council of 
Churches, the National Council of Churches, and by the overwhelming 
majority of the religious community in this country. Such legislation 
should withdraw all U.S. military, political, and economic supportas 
well as wel~as .cultural and sports contacts with South Africa. 

2) Remembering the people of Namibia in your prayers. 

WRITE: Your Representative 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Your Senators 
U.S. Senate 

CALL: (202)224-3121 
ask for the office. 

Washington, D.C. 20510 
:SEND 
TELEGRAMS: Call the Western Union office nearest yQu and ask to send a 20word public opinion message ($4.25) 

1) 

2) 

3) 

3 

4) 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON NAMIBIA 

Obtain "Dateline Namibia,'·' a newsletter on Namibia and the film, Cry for Free
dom- Contact: Lutheran Church in America, 231 Madison Av;enue, New York, N. Y. 
10016' 
Order the 50-p~ge report, N·~mibia: The Crisis .;in United States Policy Toward 
Southern Africa from: TransAfrica, 545 8th Street, S. E., Washington, D. C. 
20003 (sells for $4.40) 
Order Namibia's Stolen Wealth- North American Investment. and South African 
Occupation from: The African Fund, American Committee on Africa, 198 Broadway, 

·New York, N. Y. 10038 (sells for $2. 50) 
For theses interested in organizing a grass-roots material aid drive for Namibian 
refugees contact: Southern Africa.Support Project, P.O. Box 50103, Washington, 
D. C. 20004 
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