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SWAPO President Sam Nujoma Worker sign.s divestment petition - Namibia Week Ill 

SWAPO WINS 
A NEW APPROACH TO 

NAMIBIA'S INDEPENDENCE 

On may 22, 1983, SWAPO's President 
Sam Nujoma arrived in New York for the 
United Nations Security Council debate on 
Namibia. It was SWAPO's objective to 
remove the Western 5 Contact Group 
from its self appointed role as negotiator 
of Namibia's independence. The Western 
Five Contact group was being led by the 
United States and includes South Africa's 
allies of France, Canada, Britain and West 
Germany. The Reagan Administration is 
opposed to SWAPO becoming the leader
ship of a free and independent Namibia and 
had held up their independence by insisting 
on withdrawal of all Cuban troops from 
Angola (which are aiding Angola counter 
South Africa's constant attacks) before a 
settlement could be reached . The Cuban 
t roops wer,e invited into Angolo by its 
governmen t;, to help fight back South 
Africa's constant attacks. 

President Sam Nujoma in hi s speech to 
the United Na t ions not only denounced 
t hi s linkage but restated SWAPO's com
mitme nt to continue and intensify the 
armed st r uggle to force Sout h Africa to 
the negotiating table . Some 30 other 
countries supported SWAPO's posi tion 
and denounced the U.S. rol'e . President 

Nujoma had also wanted to travel to 
Washington for a public rally, but the 
Reagan Administration had refused him 
an unrestricted visa and limited his travel 
to within a 25 mile radius of the U.N. build
ing. However, President Nujoma was able 
to address a large gathering of Black 
community supporters in Harlem. 

As the U.N. Security Council debate 
drew to a close a resolution was passed 
which endorsed SWAPO's position and 
instructs the Secretary General of the 
U.N. to take on the role of negotiator of 
Namibia's independence. It mandates the 
Secretary General to consult with 
SWAPO and the South Africa regime to 
negotiate a· cease-f ire with a view to the 
speedy implementation of U.N. Resolution 
435. Resolution 435 does not include 
any linkage with Cuban trpops in Angola 
or any special protections for whites or 
their property in a free and independence 
Namibia. The UN also recognizes SWAPO 
as the sole authentic representative of 
the Namibian people. The Western 5 
Contact group had attempted to deny 
SWAPO thi s recogn ition and set up 
special constitutional guarantees for 
whi tes and t heir property. The Secretar y 
General is to report back to t he U.N. on hi s 
progress by August 31 , 1983. The resolu
tion clea r ly sta t es t ha t t he Western 5 
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D.C. DIVESTMENT BILL 5-18 

GAINS MOMENTUM 

A petition drive has been launched by the 
D.C. Divestment Coalition. aimed at 
supporting the passage of Bill 5-18 which 
would prohibit the investment of public 
funds in institutions or companies doing 
business or making loans to South Africa . 
The goal of the campaign is to collect 
5.000 signatures which will be presented 
to the city council as an indicator of 
support for the bill. 

The D.C. Divestment Coalition, which 
consists of the Southern Africa Support 
Pro1ect (SASPJ, TransAfrica, The Wash
ington Office on Africa and the Committee 
for A Free South Africa, has been organiz
ing this petition drive as well as working 
to educate the community on the pro
visions of the bill. The coalition expects 
strong lobbying efforts against the bil l 
from the banking industry and has already 
seen the D.C. Retirement Board register 
its opposition in preliminary hearing s. 
Strategies at this time include attempts 
on the part of opposition groups t o at t ac h 
amendments that would weake n the 
strongest provision s of the bi ll . Riggs 
Bank in pa r t icular has sought special con
sideration under a 'Grandfather Clause'. 
The pos ition of the coalition 1s that all 
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SASP CELEBRATES 
June 1983 marks the fifth anniversary 

of the Southern Africa Support Project 
fSASPJ, a Washington, D.C . community 
ba sed organization, which was formed as 
a vehicle for the D.C. Community to 
become actively involved in the liberation 
struggle. 

SASP sees as its mission ; to counter 
the myth that the Black community has 
not been involved in supporting the libera
tion struggles in Southern Africa; to 
visibly assert our community's disagree
ment with U.S. foreign policy in the 
region; and to link our community to the 
international support for struggle in 
Southern Africa and help in bringing about 
the liberation of the entire region . 

SASP's approach to participation in the 
liqeration struggles has been on two 
fronts; political action and material aid. 
Since 1978, SASP has had a year-round 
program to educate the local community 
about the crit ical issues in Southern 
Africa and raise funds for humanitarian 
aid for the liberation movements. 

POLITICAL ACTION 
SASP has successfully provided infor

mation to large segments of the com
munity by organizing an annual week -l ong 
educational and fundraising campaign 
focused on a specific country in Southern 
Africa . publication of a newsletter, dev
elopment of a slide show and literature . 
and the providing of speakers to various 
groups. Presentation s have been made to 
area high schools, churches , universities. 
community and social organizatioins , labor 
unions , and interested individuals. These 
activities have been substantially en
hanced by media access. For instance , 
WHUR and WPFW Radios, for the fifth 
consecutive year. allowed SASP access 
to the airwaves to disseminate informa
tion and raise funds for Namibian refugees. 
and in 1982 WOOK Radio made a special 
appeal to youth on refugee aid . Pre 
sentations have also been made on local 
television . 

SASP has also organized visible means 
of protesting U.S policy in the region to 
highlight its concerns to policy makers. 
SASP has developed a network of com
munity contacts and a STRIKE FORCE 
which has enabled it to mobilize demon
strations. As the result of actions such 
as those taken by SASP and other or
ganizations. in demonstrating against 
U.S. support for loans to South Africa by 
the International Monetary Fund (IMFJ. 
there are now two pieces of legislation 
before Congress. one of which would in
struct the U.S representative to the IMF 
to vote against any loans to South Africa . 

SASP is opposed to U.S corporate in 
vestment in South Africa and is currently 
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working in coalition with other organiza
tions to support a D.C. City Council bill 
to divest city funds from financial institu
tions doing business there. 

Other demonstrations organized by 
SASP in coal ition with other organiza
tions during the year inc lude picketing the 
State Department during the vis it of a 
South African official, holdig a candle
light vigil in front of the South African 
embassy to protest the Lesotho mas
sacre, and, most recently, picketing the 
White House to protest the execution of 
three members of the African National 
Congress by South Africa. 

MATERIAL SUPPORT 
The liberation movements in Southern 

Africa are working to prepare their people 
with the requisite skills for liberation. 
SASP has determined, therefore, that it is 
critical to assist their efforts by pro
viding appropriate material support. Over 
the last five years, with the broadbased 
community support which has been the 
critical element in SASP's success, over 
$95,000 has been raised in cash, medical, 
and education supplies for the people of 
Zimbabwe and Namibia. During this year's 
Namibia Week Ill campaign, over $14,000 
was ra ised, mostly in small donations. 

FUNDING 
SASP has always maintained an in

dependent base of funding by seeking 
grants only from institutions committedd 
to liberation in Southern Africa. For the 
first two years of its existence. SASP 
raised administrative money from com
munity fundraising efforts and dues f~om 
its members. Grants were the sought 
from the World Council of Churches to 
broaden the scope of its work and allow 
the organization to develop a newsletter, 
slide show, and literatu re. Since 1981, 
SASP has received a total of $17,500 
from the Council. SASP has also received 
assistance over the years from the United 
Nations High Commission on Refugees 
which has enabled the organization to 
airship critically needed medical supplie s 
to refugee camps inside Zambia, Mo
zambique, and Angola for Zimbabwean 
and Namibian refugees. 

SASP WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. COMMUNITY 
FOR ITS EXPRESSION OF LOVE, 
CARING AND SUPPORT FOR THE 
NAMIBIAN PEOPLE, AND THE 
PEOPLE'S VOICE-SWAPO. 
YOUR CONCRETE PARTICIPATION 
THROUGH MONETARY PLEDGES 
AND JOINING WITH US IN DEM
ONSTRATIONS AND OTHER AC
TIVITIES WILL ONLY HASTEN THE 
DAY OF NAMIBIA'S LIBERATION! 



Contact Group should not work as a 
body to bring about Namibia's indepen
dence but they can as individual nations 
work with the Secretary General to 
pressure South Africa to abide by U.N. 
resolution 435. 

Already this U.N. victory has forced 
the United States to see SWAPO dif
ferently. For the first time the U.S. 
Secretary of State. George Schultz met 
with SWAPO's President Sam Nujoma in 
New York. International pressure com
bined with pressure at home can force the 
Reagan Administration to take a less 
overt role as South Africa's voice in the 
international arena and the key blockage 
to Namibia's independence. For SWAPO 
this was a clear diplomatic victory. The 
war against South Africa's occupation of 
Namibia must be fought on two fronts, the 
diplomatic and the armed struggle. 

Black Americans must play a leadership 
role. in bringing internal· pressure to bear 
on the Reagan Administration. Our work 
on behalf of our brothers and sisters in 
Namibia and the thousands of Namibians 
who are refugees in Angola and Zambia 
must take a two prong approach. We must 
continue to give material aid to SWAPO, 
to help prepare its people through educa
tion and health care. to play a new leader
ship role in their country after indepen
dence. 
But along with material aid we must also 
give SW APO our political support. This will 
require our visible acts of solidarity 
through demonstrations, letter writing 
campaigns and calling government 
officials when necessary. In unity there is 
strength, and together we can make a 
difference. 

DID YOU KNOW? 

The South African government is spending 
$950,000 a year just on Washington, D.C. 
lobbyists. 

The contract with their newest lobbyist, 
Stuart Spencer, a long time Reagan 
advisor, calls for him to help South Africa in 
"establishing close links" with members of 
the Reagan Administration, Senators, and 
Congressmen. 

WHAT IS SASP? 

. The Southern Africa Support Pro1ect is a 
community based activist organization 
which works to encourage community 
support of the liberation struggle taking 
place in Southern Africa. Formed in 1978, 
SASP with the help of the Washington 
Community has raised over $95,000 in 
cash and medical and educational supplies 
for the youth , women and children of 
Southern Africa. For more information call 
us and we'll send you a brochure: (2021 
332-2009. 

amendments that would alter the spirit 
and letter of the bill should be rejected 
flatly. 

The fight for the bills passage is expect
ed to intensify during the remaining 
sessions of city council before its July 15 
recess. This battle is expected to be even 
more intense when the bill reaches Con
gress, which has oversight on all legisla
tion pertaining to the district. The coalition 
urges community organizations and D.C. 
residents to call SASP for petitions at 
332-2009. Also, direct letters and calls 
to councilmembers should be made to 
register your support for bill 5-18. When 
the bill comes to the floor of the D.C. 
Council for vote, please remeber to try 
and attend. The schedule for bill hearings 
can be obtained from the Washington 
Post District Weekly section on Wednes
days or by calling 724-8000. 

Diverstment campaigns in Michigan and 
Philadelphia have been successful prima ri
ly because of community support and in
volvement. Let's make the city of Wash
inton D.C. a model by which future divest
ment campaigns can be designed. 

Important Addresses/ Numbers 

Council members 
The District Building 
14th and E Streets N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20004 
724-8000 

Southern Africa Support Project . 
CSASPJ 
P.O. Box 50103 
Washington, D.C. 20004 
332-20009 

Mayor Marion Barry 
The District Building 
14th and E Streets, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20004 
727-6319 

HAVE YOU 
MAILED IN 

YOUR PLEDGE 
YET??? 

~WAPO 
1}JL W; N 
Lula II 

I WANT TO HELP. 
WHAT CAN I DO? 

Individuals and organizations can help by 

• Joining the Southern Africa Support 
Project's lSASPJ STRIKE FORCE to 
demonstrate against U.S. policy in 
southern Africa and actions by the 
racist South African regime. 

• Inviting SASP to speak and show slides 
to a gathering of friends in your home, 
club, or church group. 

• Distributing the SASP newsletter at 
your work site or in your neighborhood. 

Call SASP at 332-2009 and leave your 
name, address , and phone number to 
receive more information on the STRIKE 
FORCE or to request that a SASP mem
ber talk with your organization or friends. 
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