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A coalition of Philadelphia-based groups has announced that they 

will attempt to block the unloading of 4,500 bags of Rhodesian 

asbestos from the African Neptune, which will be docked at the 

Packer Ave. Terminal (Packer Ave. & Delaware Ave.) tomorrow, 

December 15, 1973, between 7:00 and 8:00 A.M. The importation 

of Rhodesian goods violates a United Nations boycott. 

Two weeks ago, on December 1, the Coalition to Stop Rhodesian 

Imports was successful in delaying the unloading in Philadelphia 

of the African Sun, which carried 3,480 bags of asbestos fiber 

from Rhodesia. In Baltimore on December 12, this same coalition 

prevented the unloading of Rhodesian nickel from the same ship. 

It has been learned by organizers for the coalition that all 

Rhodesian asbestos is shipped to Philadelphia. The Coalition 

to Stop Rhodesian Imports has been supported in its efforts 

at stopping the import of Rhodesian goods into this country by 

black and white longshoremen in Philadelphia, Baltimore, and 

Louisana who have refused to unload shipments from Rhodesia at 

these main entry points. 
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"In 1966, the United Nations imposed a boycott for chrome imports 

on Rhodesia as a sanction against the white racist government of 

Rhodesia. In October of 1971 the U.S. Congress, moved by pressure 

from Union Carbide and Foot Mineral, both of which own large 

mines in Rhodesia, voted to break these international laws," 

said Simeon White speaking for the coalition. Mr. White went 

on to explain why it is important for blacks, whites and all 

working people to support the boycott: "The Rhodesian govern

ment has used its policies of racial discrimination to keep the 

wages of African workers at a very low level (the average wage 

for blacks is about $50/mo. as compared to $700/mo. for whites), 

which makes it very profitable for giant U.S. corporations to 

close down their plants in the U.S. and move to places like 

Rhodesia. Since 1971, two ferrochrome plants in the U.S. have 

closed and the companies continuously use the threat of cheap 

labor to fight demands for higher wages and benefits." 

Erick Young, another spokesman for the coalition, cited the power

ful lobbying efforts of such corporations as Foote Minteral and 

Union Carbide as a major force in the U.S. decision to violate 

sanctions. A bill introduced by Sen. Hubert Humphrey, which has 

considerable support in the Senate was not voted on this week be

cause of an informal filibuster by Se. Harry Byrd of Virginia. 

Twice this week, the Senate just narrowly missed the 2/3 vote 

necessary to cut off debate in order to vote on the bill, whi ch 

if passed would enforce complete U.S. compliance with the U.N. 

boycott and repeal the Byrd Amendment which is basically a U.S. 

exemption of 1971 to the U.N. boycott. Senator Humphrey 
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is quoted on December 13, as saying: "We are not arguing just 

chrome here, we are arguing a political principle. Rhodesia 

is an insult to the whole concept of equal rights." Mr. White 

spoke more strongly to this point: "Zimbabwe (Rhodesia) is a 

country in southern Africa with a population of about 5 . 2 

million people, of which over 95% are Black. The 5% White 

minority -- led by racist prime minister, Ian Smith - - controls 

the country with an iron hand. The Zimbabwean people are 

nothing but slaves in their own country -- denied all political, 

economic and human rights." 

At this time only three countries are openly violating the 

U.N. trade boycott, they are: The U.S.A., Portugal and 

South Africa. 

The Coalition to Stop Rhodesian Imports includes the 

following groups: 

The Peoples Fund 
The American Friends Service Committee 
Revolutionary Union 
Free Press, 
Philadelphia Life Center 
Puerto Rican Socialist Party 
Anti-Imperalist Committee in Solidarity with Africa 
Philadelphia Resistance 
Black United Liberation Front 
Black Economic Development Conference 
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