the UNITED PEOPLE'S CAMPAIGN AGAINST APARTHEID AND RACISM presents
An evening of International Solidarity with the struggle for African Liberation

In commemoration of the Sharpeville Massacre-March 21, 1960
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Fight racism at home and abroad
U.S. imperialism out of Africa'
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The first public showing
of a new film
"THERE IS NO CRISIS"
about the Soweto uprising,
with an interview of an
exiled student leader.
45 min. 1976 color

SPEAKERS WI LL
BE PRESENT

8pm

MARCH 19

$1.50

CALVARY METHODIST CHURCH-48th&BALTIMORE AVE.-241-7179
COMPLETE PROGRAM
Venceremos Brigade International Dinner-6-8 pm "From Sharpeville to Soweto"-8-9:30 pm
Brigade Dance-9:30-11 :00 pm
Complete Program-$3.50
FREE CHILDCARE PROVIDED

This program is being given in conjunction with the Venceremos Brigade
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FROM SHARPEVILLE TO SOWETO
The Sharpeville Massacre, March 21, 1960 marks a special date in African resistence to
apartheid. Thousands of black Africans gathered at the Sharpeville police station to answer a
call from the Pan Africanist Congress (P.A.C.) to leave their passes at home and surrender to the
police or be arrested. The police opened fire on the unarmed crowd, killing 67 and wounding
close to 200 people. The government arrested hundreds, passed more repressive legislation
making it possible to detain without trial those suspected of anti-government activities, and
banned the main political organizations of black Africans-the P.A.C. and the African National
Congress (A.N.C.).
These actions made it clear that peaceful , legal attempts by blacks to end apartheid
were futile.
Today, the racially oppressive apartheid system is just as viscious as it was when Sharpeville occurred. Black Africans cannot hold skilled jobs or any position above whites, and are
forbidden to join unions or to strike. Blacks must pay for an education inferior to that which
whites receive free . Blacks can't ltve in the central cities and can only enter white areas if they
are employed there and have special passes. The white dominated government considers blacks
residents of the Bantustans-rural areas in South Africa totaling 13% of the land which has been
set aside for 70% of the population. As a result, blacks who work in the cities, must leave their
families behind or settle in huge ghettoes outside the city that have little or no electricity,
running water or sewage. One-half million people are arrested yearly for not having proper
passes.
The recent surge of resistence that began by High School students in Soweto on June 16,
1976 is but a continuation of the Sharpeville struggle. While the initial demand was against the
use of the hated language of the Dutch South Africans (Afrikaans) in black schools, the protests
became an uprising against the entire system of apartheid. Demonstrations occurred all over
South Africa, including a three day strike by black workers of Johannesburg. The government
responded once again with violence and repression. Thousands of people, mostly youth, have
been murdered, wounded, detained and tortured. But this time, resistence is more widespread
and spurred on by the concrete and moral support given to the Africans by the liberation
movements in Angola, Mozambique and Guinea-Bisseau.
END APARTHEID AND RACISM IN SOUTH AFRICA AND PHILADELPHIA

The United People's Campaign Against Apartheid and Racism (UPCAAR) recognizes that
the U.S. corporations and banks which invest in South Africa support the system of apartheid
because it enables them to receive huge profits from the subsistence wages paid to black workers. As in Vietnam, U.S. policy has been to support the repressive South African government
by encouraging investment and trade and by indirectly providing military aid.
These corporations and their political allies also profit from racism in the U.S. By paying
low wages to blacks and other minorities, they keep down the wages of all workers. Whites are
taught to shun the demands of blacks for an end to discrimination in employment, housing and
education and to discourage the black-white unity needed to change the system.
UPCAAR therefore commemorates Sharpeville to express our solidarity with the struggles
against colonialism, apartheid and racism.

SPONSORS:

Venceremos Brigade
Afrikan Peoples' Party
Workers World Party
Third World Coalition (South
Africa Task Force)
Black Cadre Family
Youth Against War and Fascism
Philadelphia Workers Organizing
Committee
Human Service Worker's
Organizing Collective
Philadelphia Resistance Ptint Shop
Neighborhood Film Project

After the Battle: Bodies of killed and
wounded African men, women and
children were left for hours. Police
prevented help to the injured.
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