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Fromi Harry Belaronte 
Actor 

y· 

To: 

; 

Dr. 'Johnnetta B. Cole 
President, Spelman College ~ 

' Danny Glover 
Actor, Director 

..-' 

W,illard R. Johnson 
Professor, MIT 

Alfre Woodward 
Actress 

Robert, Zevin ' _ 
Economist & Senior V.P. 
United ~t~~es Trust Co. (Bostdn) 

}1s. Kathy Devine 
Illinois Labor Network 
3139 W. Schaar st. 
Chicago, ·Illinois 60618 

~ Dear Ms. Devine, 
' " 

We are writing to you with utmost urgency to ask 'you to do two things 
that w~, thin~ can help snape the course of history • • • ( . ' 

One, to take a few minutes to read the enclosed l~tter from 
Nelson Mandela 1 . 

Two, to take another minute to JOl.n with us_ in making possible 
an ~le9tion victory that will help ·complete 1his journey from 28 
years in a South African prison to taking office as the first 
demccratically el_ected President of South A:frica. 

We who are writing to you have ~ome together from diverse fields 
"' ' - - . ,......., academia, entertainment, business -- to help -Nelson Mande.la cqmplete 

this journey and end forever- the hateful society built on apartheid, 
repression, officially sanctioned murder, ~nd exploitation of the 
majority of the people. " · ~ 

but 
far 

( 
We have condemned these- despicable practices, as we know you have, 
now we have a golden opportunity to do something far inore important, ,. 
more satisfying, far mar~ productive -- . 

We can make ce~tain that the coming election will be 
fairly and democratica1Js waged 'so that all South 
Africans have an opportunity to 'vote freely and 
without fear for a governme~t that will change South
Africa forever • . 

._, 

(continued over) · 
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. . 
Strangely enough, that new government depenqs ·to a great extent on 

you ·and other Americans who ca·n- h:elp assure that the election will. be , 
truly 'open and democratic_ for the first time ·in history. , "' 

'. -./_,,. 1 

Apr.ii 2it 1994 .is the' day when every citizen _of .Sout-h Africa w-iH· · 
have t_he right to go to the po'ils and vote fer the political 1 

organ·ization of 'his or her choice. ' 

Ho~ever, the way conditions are now, there · are -no assurances that~ 
democracy wi).l come out tl:1.e winner. The legacy of South' Afr~ca' ~ long · 
history of -repression and racial segregation is a formidable barrier to 
democracy. 

\ 

The" majori t y of South Afri~ans have been denied, th~ir bai3iC human · . - ( / . ,..... . ; ~ ... . 
right to the ballot box for ge~erations. Those who have fought against . 
this

1
legalized exclusion have risked detention, .torture, and dea t h. 

;, . . , ' .,,,., .. ~ : ...,; . ~, 

Many -- despite the- changing political tide -- will 
a'fraid :to go to .the polls. If every time you attempted 
voice heard you were shot at, wouldn ' .t you ~e? 

simply be too 
to ma~e your 

The :_sys_tem of apactfieid is not one that . wil~ eas:i)y ·change overn'ightf 'e 

Years. o ' fear ·and intimidation will hav;e their effect on the elE'lction. ~ 
' ' . \ l 

0-f· the esti91ated 21 mplion eligible . voters, 1.8 million ' 
h~ve never before voted, ' and . they have no knowledge of 
electoral procedures and the voting process; 

,, -~ .. -
t -

, Ha:I.f . of the newly el:lgible voters cannot. .read .• 

" And~a~ the final insult, organized 
is attempting -to 'either invalldate 

,frighten elig'ible voters away. 

"' 
THE KEY TO VICTORY . I'N 'THE : ELECTION 

right-wing v1olence 
the voting--, or ,_ 

Opinion polls inside . the- country - indicate that· the African National 
Congress (ANC), led by Nelson • Mandela, holds a clear majority of ·" 
suppo!'t , -'_particu,larly among first-time voters. However, the int.ent and· . · 
the will of this majority coul~ remain unrealized unless there is an -
effective voter education and -registration effort. -

t:-c 

Political o~ganiz~tions .l ,ike the ANC were ,.p ~hibited fr~m ~· ~. 
participation"' in previous elections~ \They must now com_pete w·ith the 
present gover'nment whi~h possesses an efficient, ~ll-equipped, well-. 
.financed, c9mpaign machine -that can easily mobilfae voters -
especially those ~ho have be~n voting for al~ ~f ~th~ir adult lives : 

>. 

ln order to correct this inequity, the ANC and the previ0usly 
di~enfPan9hised majority ~ust ·be, given th~ opportunity and _adequate , 
financf.al resources to cre~te , their own, e-ffecti~e camp~ign a-pparatus · · 

to _reach and educat~ potential voters -- to train campaign workers 
: _to watch,,, over the 'actual balloting. 

. - - . . \ 
( c'ontinued0 
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THAT'S WHERE WE IN THIS COUNTRY CAN PLAY A ROL~ THAT 'rs ' 
INDISPENSABLE ~O THE SUCCESS OF THE ELECTION IN APRIL. 

( . 
A group of concerned individuals in the United States, wit h a his'tory 

of supporting aritl-aparthe~d efforts in South Africa, have established 
the Fund for Democratic Elections in South Africa (FDESA) as a way to 
assist in the upcoming elections.· 

FDESA is a "People-to-People" organization that is building a bridge , 
between supporters in the United -States and those working for wider 
voter education and· participation in the coming elections in South 
Africa. · 1. 

"' 
) ' ~ 'I 

The funds we send will help redress the imbalance of generations of 
oppression and inequality. ' Only then can all South Africans be assured 
of free and fair elections next April. 

We are asking you to jQin with us in this . campaign because we 
believe that you have long shared our hatred of apartheid and of the 
abhorrent racial policies o'f the white_ South African government. 

Now , at long last, we have an opportunity to do 
somet,hing that will actually end that oppressive 
system ortce and for all. ~ 

) 

Your contribution now is critically needed. Only a few .short mont-hs 
remain before the election on April 27. Every dollar we receive will be 

. rushed immediately to the groups in $outh Africa who are working for a 
' truly democratic election. 

We look forward to your Jpip ing with us. Let us dar~ to hope th9t, 
1 the morning/ after the election, we will be able to share , in a mighty 

/ 

/ 

. ' celebration of the freeing of_South Africa and the dawn of a new day .~ 

for democracy. 

For Freedom, 

' i 

. \ 

I 

P.S. Nelson Mandela asked that we pass on to you his own letter about 
the coming election. @ Recva:eo PA~ 



NELSON MANDELA 

AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS JOHANNESBURG, SOUTH AFRICA 

Dear Friend, 

May I begin this letter to my American friends by ex
tending a warm and grateful embrace for the deep solidarity 
you have shown for our struggle over these many long years. 

Thirty-one years ago I was imprisoned by the ruling 
South African government. Most of my 28 years in prison 
were spent on Robben Island, a barren, remote place where I 
and my fellow prisoners were denied virtually all human 
dignity. 

For 28 years, I was condemned to total political non
existence. 

Yet now, just over three years after my release (and I 
know that you and other friends in the United States played 
a considerable role in obtaining my freedom), I am campaign
ing for a new multiracial government in South Africa. 

Quite literally, we are at the beginning of a new era in 
our country. But, like a ship passing through rough waters, 
we are not guaranteed a safe harbor. It is not inevitable 
that we will be successful in navigating this course to fin
ally secure a democratic, non racial South Africa in whose 
governance all can participate. 

April 27, 1994; that is the day when the 
first free, totally open, multiracial 
election in South African history will be 
held. 

This is an unprecedented event, one that will shape the 
future of the people of South Africa for years to come. But 
once again I must call upon you for your understanding of 
our problems and for your help, without which the present 
government, which has ruled so long and so cruelly, may very 
well continue in power. 

It is not that the African National Congress lacks 
supporters. On the contrary, we have the support of the great 
majority of potential voters -- those who have been repressed 
and exploited for some 300 years. 

The problem is that our supporters have no experience 
with voting -- and they have been terrorized for so long that 

(continued next page) 
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many will be afraid to come to the polls, especially in the 
face of the intimidation we expect from right-wing groups . 

We need to encourage our supporters -- to teach them how 
to vote -- to get them to the polling sites -- to provide 
monitors to protect them from violence incited by those who 
do not want to see a fair and open election. 

You in the United States know about election campaigns. 

And you also know that they cost money. Unless we can 
train and send out thousands of campaign workers to talk to 
our potential voters and encourage them to vote at the 
polling sites, we will not be able to elect a new Parliament 
that can help build a non racial society and open a new era 
of democratic governance in South Africa. 

Please help us make this dream come true. By sending 
your support to the Fund for Democratic Elections in South 
Africa, which provides a crucial link between the people of 
South Africa and Americans like yourself who care about 
justice and the people of South Africa, you will be striking 
the final blow for freedom in South Africa. 

I thank you from the bottom of my heart -- for myself 
and all South Africans -- for accompanying us on the hard 
road to freedom. I know that you will rejoice with us when 
we finally reach that goal. And now we are so close. 

In Peace and Friendship 

Nelson R. Mandela 
President 
African National Congress 

P.S. I am 75 years old -- and I, myself, have never had the 
opportunity to vote. I am looking forward to that experience 
with great anticipation, but I am concerned that many of my 
fellow South Africans may not be able to exercise that right 
this April. Please help them -- it means so much. 

® RECYCLED PAPER 



To: Nelson Mandela 
c/o Fund for Democratic Elections 

in South Africa 
729 Boylston St., Boston, MA 02116 

Fr: Ms. Kathy Devine 
Illinois Labor Network 
3139 W. School St. 
Chicago, IL 60618 

Yes, I cast my vote with you for a new multiracial, fully democratic 
government in South Africa. To make certain of that victory in the 
April 27, 1994 election, here is my special gift to reach and 
educate voters, train campaign workers, and assure free and fair 
voting at the polling places so that all can make themselves heard 
for the first time in the history of South Africa. 

_$1000 _$500 _$250 _$100 _$50 _$25 Other 

Please make your check payable to Fund for Democratic Elections in South 
Africa. Thank you. Contributions are not tax deductible. 

Fund for Democratic Elections in South Africa 
729 Boylston Street, Suite 520 
Boston, MA 02116 

F 


	fdesa p10001
	fdesa p20001
	fdesa p30001
	fdesa p40001
	fdesa p50001
	fdesa p60001

