
DRAFT/ROSE DAYLIE/MANDELA WELCOME 

The Illinois Labor Network Against Apartheid is 

honored to be the sponsor of this historic occasion 

as we welcome Nelson Mandela. I can't tell you how 

privileged I feel to be here tonight. 

We proudly greet Nelson Mandela and representatives of 

the African National Congress, and all of you to this 

labor rally in this great union hall, Plumbers Hall. 

We thank the Chicago Federation of Labor, the Illinois 

State AFL-CIO, Region 1 AFL-CIO and all the unions who 

helped bring this rally together. 

Many unions are represented here. 

Many unions have contributed. 

Many of you have helped to make today possible. 

Over the years, you've helped make it possible 

for Nelson Mandela and South African trade unionists 

to walk out of jail and to bring a one person/ 

one vote election a little bit closer. 

Many of you have stood in solidarity with 

union brothers and sisters in the 

Congress of South African Trade Unionists, COSATU. 

We thank all of YOU for your protest letters and your 

marching feet. 

(PAUSE) 

In 1987 the solidarity of 350,000 striking miners in 

South Africa inspired a group of local unions to 

organize the ILLINOIS LABOR NETWORK AGAINST APARTHEID. 

We are a network of unions whose purpose is one: to 

stand in solidarity with South African unions and to 



act against apartheid. 

I am proud that my union, AFSCME council 31, was one of 

the first to join the Labor Network. AFSCME continues 

to stand today, as we have in decades past, in the 

forefront of the anti-apartheid movement in the United 

States and in Chicago. 

But we've never stood alone. Many unions have stood 

together on this issue. I want to thank especially 

today the United Auto Workers Region 4, whose director 

Bill Stewart is one of the chairs of the Labor Network. 

We are sorry that Bill Stewart could not be with us 

today, but we thank you UAW. 

(PAUSE) 

In the ILLINOIS LABOR NETWORK AGAINST APARTHEID, we 

are unabashed believers in UNIONS and in SOLIDARITY. 

Solidarity means that an injury to one of us is an 

injury to all of us: Mexican-American, Irish-American, 

African-American, Polish-American, men and women, young 

and old. 

Solidarity means workers here and there. The Labor 

Network is about union solidarity, worker solidarity, 

international labor solidarity. 

(PAUSE) 

THE FIGHT FOR A NEW SOUTH AFRICA is a fight for a 

democratic South Africa for all. 

The fight for a new South Africa is equally about 

ECONOMIC RIGHTS. Who will own the new South Africa? 

What rights will workers have? It is about universal 

health care, education and public services for all. 



At the core of the apartheid system has always been 

the control of land and the perpetuation of a CHEAP 

LABOR SYSTEM. 

For generations, South Africans have fought and died to 

end apartheid. Some like Nelson Mandela spent much of 

their lives in jail. Yet, always more people stepped 

up to fight the battles against apartheid. 

The liberation movement in South Africa is led by 

Nelson Mandela and by the African National Congress. 

Today, the trade union movement in South Africa is led 

by the Congress of South African Trade Unions--COSATU. 

The ANC and COSATU are allies in the struggle to bring 

about a new South Africa. 

By the end of the 1980s, the apartheid government could 

no longer suppress its opposition by brute force. 

International sanctions had begun to hurt. General 

strikes were devastating. South Africa's economy was 

in shambles. Rent strikes. Boycotts. A massive new 

Defiance Campaign. And a powerful and militant labor 

movement was in full swing. 

Political leaders were released after decades in 

apartheid's jails. Organizations were unbanned. Many 

laws were lifted. Negotiations began. 

Contrary to some news reports, this was NO GIFT from 

President DeKlerk. We in this room know better. Every 

inch of freedom that has been won in South Africa has 

been won by the democratic movement, by the sweat and 

toil of workers, by mass resistance. 

(PAUSE) 



Next spring, for the first time in history, all of the 

people of south Africa, 18 years and over, may be able 

to vote. No matter what happens, no matter what 

follows, this election will be an historic day. 

The election is a victory for those in this room. It 

belongs to Nelson Mandela, to the ANC, to COSATU and to 

the people of South Africa. 

This victory belongs also to us -- those in the anti

apartheid movement. For decades, many unions, churches 

and activists throughout the world have kept the heat 

on. From demonstrations at embassies to divestment 

campaigns on college campuses; from corporate, sports 

and cultural boycotts to battles for state and federal 

sanctions. These actions kept the pressure on. 

WHAT CAN WE EXPECT FROM SOUTH AFRICA IN THE COMING 

YEAR? Apartheid will not DIE easily. 

Apartheid is dying. But HOW it dies, and how QUICKLY, 

depends again on the South African people and those of 

us who support their freedom. It will take generations 

to undo the scourge of apartheid. 

As the election nears -- we can expect the violence to 

increase. Many inside and outside SA do not want to 

see Nelson Mandela lead South Africa. 

Many powerful forces do not want to see workers rights 

and the right to strike written into the constitution. 

Many do not want to see this election happen. Right

wing groups are armed to the hilt. They are ready to 

do everything in their power to stop the election. 

There are also blacks who have for many years been on 

apartheid's payroll. They too will lose their 



privileges under majority rule. Gatsha Buthelezei and 

other homeland leaders are the most well-known. 

Everyday in South Africa many people are killed. Many 

union, political and comunity activists have been 

targetted for assassination. 

There are many strategic problems to overcome in the 

election. Think about our fight for voting rights in 

the U.S., and voter turnout in the U.S. and even in 

your unions. Fear, illiteracy, many languages, many 

political parties, who is eligible to vote and so forth 

are some of the questions that come into play. 

The 1994 election will create an interim government, 

which is needed because the apartheid government would 

otherwise control everything during the adoption of a 

constitution for the new South Africa. 

The election will determine how apartheid will end and 

democracy will begin. This is a period when more 

solidarity than ever is needed. 

(PAUSE) 

We all know that Nelson Mandela does not want applause. 

He wants our help. What can we do? 

1. ECONOMIC SANCTIONS should be maintained until we 

hear otherwise from Mr. Mandela. Sanctions at the 

city and state levels are still in place and 

should be kept. Even when these sanctions are 

lifted, a ban on oil and arms will remain. 

2. You can help KEEP THE PRESSURE ON, until an 

election takes place and a new democratic South 

Africa is born. We ask everyone to be vigilant. 

We must ensure that the SA government does not 



renege on its promises. In Chicago we will hold 

demonstrations at the SA Consulate to keep the 

pressure on. We need you there. 

3. We must continue to encourage LINKS BETWEEN UNIONS 

HERE IN ILLINOIS AND THERE. 

4. And today, especially, we ask you to give from the 

bottom of YOUR POCKETBOOK to help equal the odds 

in the coming election. 

We look forward to election day in South Africa when 

the first one person/one vote will be held. We are 

concerned, but we are not afraid. We look forward with 

determination. We look forward with hope and 

confidence that in time the South African people will 

overcome the legacy of apartheid, and create a truly 

democratic, non-racial, non-sexist and pro-worker 

nation. 

VIVA MANDELA! VIVA ANC! VIVA COSATU! 
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