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As the boycott of Royal Dutch/Shell enters its third year, 
over eighty national labor, church, civil rights and 
anti-apartheid organizations have endorsed the boycott. 
Boycott activities have occurred in over thirty cities and the 
boycott has spread internationally to eleven other countries in 
three continents. 

Many victories have been won along the way. Two 
municipalities in California and Kentucky have passed selective 
purchasing laws which ban the purchase of Shell products. 
Several large cities in Europe have done likewise. Nearly five 
percent, or $1.4 billion worth of stock, of the outstanding 
shares of Royal Dutch Petroleum (a sixty percent owner of Royal 
Dutch/Shell) have been committed to holding an extraordinary 
shareholders meeting to vote on a resolution demanding that 
Royal Dutch/Shell withdraw from South Africa. (A total of ten 
percent of the outstanding shares are necessary to convene such 
a meeting.) Other shareholders have divested their shares 
over $62 million worth -- to protest Shell's policies. 

This year, the National Labor Shell Boycott Committee is 
calling for a "Week of Actions against Shell" from March 
19-26 to commemorate the anniversary of the Sharpeville 
massacre. On March 21, 1960, 69 people were gunned down by 
South African security forces during a peaceful protest against 
the South African pass laws. This year, let us make the 
anniversary of the Sharpeville massacre a time to target Shell 
and its continuing role in supplying fuel to the South African 
police and military, the brutal enforcers of apartheid and the 
perpetrators of heinous acts such as the Sharpeville massacre. 
In cities all across the country, we urge you to organize 
ralli e s in front of your local Shell headquarters, regional 
offi ces or service stations. 
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In the coming year, the primary focus of the boycott will 
be on cities and states which purchase Shell products. These 
state and local contracts, which may include the purchase of 
Shell gasoline or heating oil or the use of Shell credit cards, 
provide important revenue to the company. By cutting off large 
contracts with Shell, we can make a strong public statement 
against Shell's presence in South Africa and, more importantly, 
effectively hurt the company where it counts -- in the 
pocketbook. 

We hope that you will respond to our call by organizing a 
"Week of Actions" in March that will force Shell to take 
notice of the American public's concern over Shell's 
involvement in South Africa - an involvement which keeps the 
apartheid system alive. 

We would like to thank you for your continued support of 
the Shell Boycott and look forward to the eventual day when our 
pressure has become so great that Royal Dutch/Shell withdraws 
from South Africa. 

/d 

Owen Bieber 
President 
International Union 
UAW 

Encl. 

Fr ate r n a l _l y , 

~/r;LrfZ_ 
Richard L. Trumka 
President 
United Mine Workers 
of America 
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The Sharpeville Massacre: 
28 Years Later, Shell is Still Fueling Apartheid Repression 

In South African history, a few dates stand out that characterize the 
brutal repression of the South African government, and the valiant resistance 
by the oppressed black majority. 

One of those dates is March 21, 1960, when the South African police 
opened fire on a crowd which had gathered in the black township of 
Sharpeville for a peaceful protest. The people were protesting against the 
hated pass laws which required that all black South Africans carry passes, or 
identification papers, as a means for the government to control the 
movement of the black population. The police shot and killed 69 people and 
wounded 186 others, including women and children. The Sharpeville 
Massacre sparked months of increased non-violent resistance which resulted 
in an intense government crackdown. This crackdown included the 
imposition of a first-ever State of Emergency and ended in the banning of the 
African National Congress (A.N.C.) and the Pan-Africanist Congress (P.A.C.) 
by the South African government. 

The Sharpeville Massacre and the present State of Emergency point to 
the critical role played by the South African police and military in enforcing 
apartheid and in suppressing the will of the people for majority democratic 
rule. The police and military are the key instruments of the apartheid regime 
without which there would be no patrols in the black townships; no raids on 
schools and offices of anti-apartheid organizations, including labor unions 
and churches; no arbitrary arrests and detentions of thousands of South 
Africans; no illegal occupation of Namibia; and no illegal military incursions 
into and attacks on the neighboring Frontline States. And without oil, an 
essential and strategic commodity, the security forces of South Africa and, 
more importantly, apartheid could not be maintained. 

Royal Dutch/Shell supplied fuel to the South African military and 
police and to the apartheid economy at the time of the Sharpeville Massacre, 
and continues to do so today. South Africa does not have its own oil 
supplies. Without companies like Royal Dutch/Shell, apartheid could not 
survive. 

The South African government understands well the importance of 
oil. According to South African law, oil is classified as a "munition of war." 
Furthermore, Royal Dutch/Shell is required by law to supply the South 
African military and police as a condition of investing in South Africa. 

Until companies like Royal Dutch/Shell leave South Africa, the 
government's brutal repression of the black majority will continue. 
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