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DEAR FRIENDS, 

·In the Fall of 1986, two women working closely with the 
Africa Resource Center had the opport~nity to visit a number of 
Southern Africa countries. The time spent in Southern Africa 
gave these two women the unique chance not only to witness some 
of the disastrous effects of South Africa's policy in the 
region; it also allowed them to see how the Frbntline States 
~re responding to the needs of the many South African and 
Namibian refugees landing on their soil each day. 

A number of community and government projects were 
visited by these women. One project found to be very success
ful was the Solomon Mahlangu Freedom College (SOMAFCO), located 
in Tanzania, East Africa. It had been built on about 4,000 
acres of land, donated to the African National Congress (ANC) 
by the Tanzanian government, in the wake of the 1976 Soweto 
uprising. During this time, increased government repression 
forced many, mainly young people, to flee their homeland. 
SOMAFCO officially opened in 1985, helped these youths and the 
many since then to adjust to their new environment. More 
importantly, it has provided them with an educational oppor
tunity most often denied in South Africa. 

SOMAFCO provides free comprehensive education, with an 
emphasis on science and technology to about 3,000 South Africa 
students. It has five divisions whi.ch :i.nclude. nl:n:·!'::ery, 
elementary and secondary school, with facilities for adult 
education. Supplementary to the school are a number of 
projects which provide training in carpentry, farming, tailor
ing, shoemaking, and photography. Moreover, these projects 
help to meet some of the food and material needs of the school. 

When the two women asked how Bay Area residents could 
help, the students, with the approval of the administration, 
asked that we help them expand their library to include a music 
and audio department. This department will serve as a place 
where students can go to relax and listen to a variety of 
musical and educational tapes. SOMAFCO has provided us with a 
list of tapes ranging from music (jazz, classical, African) to 
scientific topics and contemporary events. 

The continued growth of SOMAFCO and its ability to 
survive is largely dependent on material and financial con
tributions from the international community. Thus, we are 
asking for your help to establish the music and audio library, 
as part of a general enhancement of this facility • 

YES, I CAN: 
Donate 
Donate 

• Name:~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

(Please check) 

Address=~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Phone=~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

$5 $10 __ $25 __ $ 
--Blank tapes Specific re_qu_e_s~ted tapes 
--Make tapes from my personal collection. 
--(Please contact us for the available list). 

Sponsor a showing of the Southern African 
--slide show produced by the two travellers. 

[Please return this portion to the AFRICA RESOURCE CENTER, 464 19TH 
STREET, OAKLAND, CA 94612. Make checks payable to the AFRICA RESOURCE 
CENTER and note that it is for the SOMAFCO Library. For further 
information, please write or call us at (415) 763-8011.] 
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