
$TOP BANKING ON APARTHEID 

WITNESS for South Africa 

$top Banking on Apartheid was formed in 1977 by Californians in response to 
urgent pleas by major black organizations and religious groups within South Africa. 
They were asking the international community to stop investing in South Africa 
until apartheid had been dismantled. $top Banking on Apartheid has now become 
the Northern California source of information on conditions in South Africa, 
positions of South African religious and secular organizations, economic relationships 
between the U.S. and South Africa, and different actions which can be taken 
to help dismantle apartheid and stop bank loans to South Africa. $top Banking 
on Apartheid unites religious, labor, community, student, civic and legislative 
communities in a common focus on California banks lending to South Africa. 
Through our coordinated activities, we have emphasized the importance of joining 
with others so that we can challenge those structures and institutions that mutually 
oppress those of us here as well as those living beyond our local environment. 
In so doing, we also witness for a larger vision of justice and peace and for non
discriminatory forms of structuring our shared existence. 

~Banking on Apartheid's Work Within the Department of Human Rights, Northern 
California Ecumenical Council 

The inherent injustices of South Africa's apartheid system have long been a concern 
of religious organizations. Within the last five years, many national and regional 
denominational bodies, in addition to numerous congregations, have passed resolutions 
as one form of witness against apartheid and U.S. corporate involvement in South 
Africa. These resolutions have also been passed in the spirit of a world community 
gaining unity in its struggle to uphold the human rights of all while pursuing peace 
with justice. In many cases, the pressure to implement these denominational 
resolutions must come from local congregations. 

In 1979 $top Banking on Apartheid formed a Religious Focus Group to work within 
the different denominations at the local level. During the two years this Focus 
Group was active, our networking was widespread. Requests for resource materials, 
speakers, coordinated days of concern, and contacts with South Africans substantially 
increased. As a means of solidifying our religious base and linking our common 
concerns, $top Banking on Apartheid joined with four affiliated agencies of the 
Northern California Ecumenical Council to form the Department of Human Rights 
in 1981. In response to the increasing demands from congregations and individuals, 
$top Banking on Apartheid established its Working Interfaith Taskforce for New 
Expressions of Social Service (WITNESS) for South Africa, which has two components: 
General Education and Direct Relations. Other projects concerning both secular 
and religious communities are conducted through the Africa Resource Center. 

General' Education 
WITNESS has developed a wide range of resource materials for use in the 
religious community. We have indepth files on denominational opposition to 
apartheid and provide speakers, audio-visuals and organizing assistance to congre
gations, conferences, schools, denominational meetings, and media representatives 
interested in Southern Africa. We are currently expanding discussions with 
congregations on activities they can carry out in support of the South African 



Council of Churches, the WCC Programme to Combat Racism, and South Africa's 
movement for self-determination. We are also concentrating on increasing 
our participation in denominational meetings, ecumenical events, and mission 
conferences. 

Direct Relations with Congregations in South Africa 
Many resolutions have been passed condemning apartheid and its inherent racism, 
yet it's often hard to get beyond the words to an understanding of our common
ality. In addition to WITNESS' primary focus on ending U.S. support of the 
apartheid system, we are committed to encouraging theological reflection and 
understanding of what it means to be a South African. To this end, we are 
setting up a program whereby Northern California congregations can develop 
one-to-one relationships with South African congregations. While these relation
ships will be contingent upon the particular congregations, they will provide 
a combination of mutual spiritual and material support. For those congregations 
unable to make the long-term commitment of a sister relationship, we are 
providing other avenues for direct links (for example, support for SACC 
projects, bursary assistance for students, and contact with black women's self
help projects). WITNESS is in touch with South African seminarians, congregation 
members and pastors who eagerly await implementation of this program. 
Likewise, a number of Northern California congregations have expressed interest. 
We are in the process of formalizing the program with the South African Council 
of Churches and expect to launch it in the fall. 

Direct Relations with Congregations in Europe 
Much of the econom ic support for South Africa comes from Western Europe, 
especially in the form of bank loans. Many European countries are dependent 
upon South Africa for strategic minerals, such as uranium and coal, which 
makes opposition to continued involvement in South Africa even more difficult. 
As a member of the international campaign opposing bank loans to South Africa, 
we've observed that in Europe often it is the church which provides the main 
avenues for widespread organizing and education around South Africa. We 
have developed many tactics, resources, and research data which would be 
very useful to Europeans--and they have done likewise. By forming more concrete 
links between churches in Europe and in Northern California which have been 
active in the anti-apartheid struggle, we will be able to promote an exchange 
of this information and further joint expressions of common witness against 
the apartheid system and foreign involvement in South Africa. With the place
ment of our World Council of Churches intern--who is from the Federal Republic 
of Germany and fluent in several languages--WITNESS has been able to begin 
this program. 

WITNESS for South Africa can be contacted through the Department of Human 
Rights, 942 Market Street, Room 709, San Francisco, CA 94102, or through $top 
Banking on Apartheid's office at the Africa Resource Center, 464 19th Street, 
Oakland, CA 94612, (415) 763-4998/8011. 
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