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We are very pleased to send you the first issue of our newsletter. We intend this to be our vehicle to bring you news about the 
movement for a democratic South Africa, and about our work at the Fund. 

You may have noticed that we have changed our name from South African Relief. We think that Fund For a Free South Africa 
(FreeSA) more accurately suggests the broad spectrum and nature of programs we support . 

It is beyond our means to fully counter the apartheid regime's stringent press censorship, and the popular news media's cursory 
focus on what is happening in South Africa. However, on a quarterly basis FreeSA will endeavour to give you a peek into com
munity, labor, women's, youth and.other forces in the struggle for a free South Africa. 

Our primary purpose is of course to raise support for progressive organizing by the people of South Africa. Our newsletter 
will apprise our donors of the Fund's grants and will be a vehicle to try to increase the number of donors to the Fund. 

The focus of our first issue is education . The article on education in South Africa was written by a member of the National 
Education Crisis Committee. The article on SOMAFCO was written by Nadine Dolby, who is on the staff of the Fund. We have 
also included an excerpt about the pending restrictions on foreign funding from the Weekly Mail, one of the best news sources 
from South Africa. This excerpt clearly illustrates the current and potential difficulties of supporting progressive organizations 
in South Africa . 

We look forward to hearing your comments and suggestions on this newsletter. Please send us the names and addresses of 
people you know who might be interested in South African issues. Thank you very much for all your support . 

.....-------- ------- ------
The South African government has begun to clampdown on opposition organizations receiving foreign funding. 
P.W. Botha warned that he would prevent organizations from receiving foreign funds, which, he alleged, were 
intended to "subvert South Africa's constitutional order." The Fund-Raising Act of 1978 has been activated in re
cent months with major repercussions for hundreds of opposition organizations in South Africa which rely on 
foreign funds. The Act prohibits organizations and individuals collecting money from the public-local or 
overseas-without the government's authority. The Act also gives State inspectors appointed by the Director of 
Fund-Raising similar powers of search and seizure to those enjoyed by the police under the State of Emergency. 

three years in jail. d d f "Th Wi kl M "l" M 22 26 1987 I I 
Anyone prosecuted and found guilty of raising money illegally faces a maximum penalty of RI 500 ($ 750) and 
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Schooling Beyond Soweto 

On June 16, 1976, 20 ,000 students 
marching in a peaceful demonstration 
in Soweto were met by volleys of police 
bullets . By the end of the Soweto 
Rebellions , more than 700 school
children had been killed by the police. 

Schools have been as much an arena 
of battle as that of learning in the con
frontation between the State and Blacks. 
As early as 1658, Blacks who were 
enslaved rejected oppressive schooling, 
and African chiefs:later withheld their 
children from mission schools. The 
Bantu Education Act of 1953 is one of 
the underpinnings of apartheid. The Act 
created a separate and inferior system of 
education for African children, based 
on the principle that "there is no place 
for the Bantu (African) in the European 
(White) community above the level of 
certain forms of labour.". This sparked a 

A CLASSROOM IN SOWETO 

H.F. Verwoerd, Minister of Native Affairs (later Prime Minister) in Parliament, 7-6-54. 
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wave of black protest (including strikes, 
demonstrations, and community 
organizing) that continues to this day. 

Soweto focused world attention on 
Black education in South Africa, which 
is segregated, unequal, and unlike white 
education not free and not compulsory. 
The Black students were protesting in
adequate facilities, 100-1 student
teacher ratios, underqualified teachers, 
and a white-biased curricula. The in
troduction of Afrikaans as the medium 
of instruction was the final straw that ig
nited the protests at Soweto. The 
government withdrew the Afrikaans
instruction requirement in 1980 , but 
little changed. 

Since Soweto, student organizations 
have become strong and visible. Often, 
they are closely allied with trade unions 
in the struggle for social change. In 
1984, the Congress of South African 
Students (COSAS), the largest of such 
organizations and a founding member 
of the United Democratic Front (UDF) 
in 1983 , demanded that the state recog
nize Student Representative Councils 
(SRCs) and popular student constitu
tions , cease corporal punishment in 
schools, and abolish apartheid educa
tion. CO SAS was banned in 1985, an in
direct acknowledgement of student 
power. 

The same year, amid growing unrest 
including rent and consumer boycotts 
in the townships, the Soweto Parents ' 
Crisis Committee (SPCC) was formed . 
For the first time, students, parents, 
teachers, and civic organizations collec
tively attempted to hold talks with the 
state Department of Education and 
Training (DET) . The demands were 
clear: release detained students, 
recognize SRCs, reconstruct damaged 
schools, provide proper school 
facilities, provide free textbooks, unban 
COSAS, reinstate dismissed teachers, 
and abolish apartheid education. 

Not only were the demands ignored, 
but in June 1985, the regime declared a 
state of emergency and militarized 
township life. Army units stood at 
school entrances and often refused to 
leave classrooms. Identity documents, 
("passes") were issued to even the 
youngest students. The military's objec
tive was simple: to detain any child 
found outside school premises or who 
failed to produce a pass when entering 
school. Teachers have been carefully 
monitored as well ; and many have been 
expelled or transferred on short notice 
to distant rural areas for "being 
political". 

Under a second state of emergency 
declared in June 1986, the military has 
continued to severely disrupt black 
schooling. In this context, the National 
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Education Crisis Committee (NECC), 
founded in 1986 when SPCC reorgan
ized, has asked the DET to negotiate 
toward democratized education, with 
guarantees against detention . The DET 
has ignored these calls. Instead, certain 
NECC executive members have been 
detained, the organization subjected to 
a misinformation campaign, and its of
fices raided by security police. 

As students and communities be
come politicized, the DET loses control 
of schools and is forced to close them. 
Calls that these schools be handed over 
to the communities have been ignored. 
The crisis in education , which is in
separable from the crisis of apartheid, 
will continue indefinitely. 

NECC has called upon community 
organizations, universities, trade unions 
and teacher associations to contribute 
to the development of a non-racial 
democratic People's Education. The 
Congress of South African Trade Unions 
(COSATU), The National Education 
Union of South Afr ica (NEUSA), the 
African Teachers' Association, and the 
Western Cape Teachers' Union (WECTU) 
are among those helping to formulate a 
curriculum for a new South Africa. 
People's Education is decidely political 
and is designed to counter an educa
tional system controlled by a racist and 
oppressive state. 

People's Education means: demo
cratizing education by involving a cross
section of the community in decision
making about the content and quality of 
education, making education relevant 



to democratic popular struggles, striv
ing for a universally high level of educa
tion, developing critical minds, 
encouraging interdisciplinary study of 
the natural sciences and humanities, 
bridging the gap between theory and 
practice, and between mental and 
manual labor. 

People's Education differs fundamen
tally from the "alternative education" 
programs sponsored by state and 
private interests which shun the reality 
of the conflict in South Africa. In some 
cases these programs have a hidden 
agenda of depoliticizing education and 
creating an apolitical Black middle class. 
People's Education, in contrast, offers a 
true alternative: the means toward a 
non-racial democratic South Africa. 

--------------- -------------
Education for Liberation 

" I was only 13 . We tried to protest 
peacefully and the soldiers opened fire 
on us. I saw my friends fall dead." 

Mojake and many other students, in
cluding Solomon Mahlangu, were even
tually forced to flee South Africa 
following the Soweto uprising. 
Solomon secretly left South Africa in 
1976, witho ut even being able to say 
goodbye to his family, to become a 
soldier with the ANC. Soon after that, 
Solomon returned to his country on a 
mission for the ANC, and was captured 
by South African security forces during 
an armed clash. He was charged in a 
South African court with being part of 
an ANC conspiracy to overthrow the 
racist South African government. On 
April 6, 1979, Solomon was hanged. 

In memory of this heroic young man, 
the ANC founded the Solomon Mahlangu 
Freedom College (SOMAFCO) in 
Mazimbu, Tanzania. SOMAFCO was 
established to provide an education for 
young people like Mojake who have 
been forced to flee their country, and to 
prepare them to participate in the 
building of a free South Africa . 

Tseke, a SOMAFCO graduate now at
tending Trinity College in Connecticut, 
was the chairperson of the Soweto 
branch of the Congress of South African 
Students, and organized high school 
students in the struggle for better educa-

It was a proud moment for Mr and Mrs 
Claudio Zannoni, who travelled to South 
Africa from Montebelluna in Italy, to watch 
their only son Elio receive his B A (police 
science) degree at the University of South 
Africa (Unisa) in Pretoria. Many students 
from South Africa's neighbouring states 
have obtained this degree but Elio is one of 
the first students from abroad to complete 
the four-year course. E Lio intends joining the 
police in Italy but he has already registered 
for a honours degree in police science at 
Unisa and intends doing his master's degree 
too Bee Id 

The State President;> Mr P W Botha (right), 
met Ame~ican student Miss Debbie Flymen 
recently. She wrote an essay on why she 
believes President Botha should receive the 
Nohel Peace Prize. On the left is South Afri
can Foreign Minister Mr R F Botha. Miss 
Flymen wrote the essay as part of the en
trance requirements for the University of 
Miami in Florida. Her wish to meet Presi
dent Botha was rea lised when he received 
her at Tuynhuys. his official residence in 
Cape Town Die Burger 

These 'tid-bits' are from "South African Digest," a weekly publication circulated nationally 
and internationally by the South African government. 

STUDENTS AT SOMAFCO ---------------
tion. Tseke learned the importance of 
student participation in community 
struggles such as rent and bus strikes, 
and of working with parents and 
workers. When the police began to 
harass him and his family, Tseke went in
to hiding. Eight months later, Tseke was 
told that the police knew of his 
whereabouts, and he should im
mediately leave the country. Because his 
papers had been seized in an earlier 
police raid, Tseke illegally entered 
Botswana, and eventually traveled to 
SOMAFCO in Mazimbu . 

After fleeing South Africa in 1981 to 
escape certain detention, Mojake went 
to SOMAFCO, where she discovered 
new areas of education, including the 
history of her people, and the history of 
other cultures besides white South 
Africa's. Though officially mathematics, 
the physical sciences, and other stan
dard sub jects are taught in black 
schools, in reality limited access to labs, 
poor materials, and untrained teachers 
make the value of the education mini
mal. Apartheid education prepares Black 
students for a life of serving and working 3 



for white South Africans. For example, 
in the film, Last Grave at Dimbaza, 
which was shot in South Africa, black 
students are shown being taught how to 
rub spots out of clothing. 

Nonkonzo, a former SOMAFCO stu
dent currently studying at Northfield 
Mount Herman in Massachusetts, spoke 
of other differences between education 
in South Africa and at SOMAFCO. At 
SOMAFCO, she said, students have 
better relationships with their teachers, 
and she knew that there was always 
someone she could turn to for support. 

In SOMAFCO 's labs, Nonkonzo was 
able to study physics, a subject she 
could not pursue in South Africa. 

At SOMAFCO, students are encour-

aged to contribute to decision-making. 
Through student committees, they have 
a voice in most decisions made in the 
school, from changes in curriculum to 
teacher evaluation. Students organize 
their own cultural and sports programs, 
participate in harvesting their own 
food, and maintain the school facilities. 
Students strive for unity with laborers 
and workingclass people; the students 
interviewed for this article are well 
aware that the South African regime 
tries to divide the professionals from 
the laborers. 

Students who graduate from SOMAF
CO and enter universities in Europe, 
Africa , and the United States have an 
important responsibility. Mosala, a 

former SOMAFCO student who is a 
sophomore at Sacramento State Univer
sity, spoke of students ' commitment to 
studying seriously, to achieving, and to 
speaking to university and community 
groups about the current situation in 
South Africa, and the struggle against 
apartheid. 

When Mojake, Tseke, Nonkonzo, and 
Mosala are finished with their studies in 
the United States, they will return to 
Southern Africa . Some may return to 
SOMAFCO to teach , others will go 
wherever the ANC needs them. To these 
students, as well as many other South 
Africans, SOMAFCO is an important 
symbol of accomplishment . As Mos ala 
said, "We are showing the people what 
it is when we say we want freedom." 

The following is a passage from "Two Dogs and Freedom: Black Children of South Africa Speak Out", ---- - - - -----,...... 
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The situation in our townships is so disgusting that you sometimes ask yourself a question which has got no answers and that 
is "Why did god create a human being? " We are always running away from the S.A.D.F. troops. We are guarded by troops every 
day as if we are criminals which are life sentenced. We can no longer walk as free men on o ur own land. We are forced to carry 
heavy papers that cause suffering, hunger and sorrow to our people. Instead ofuniting and making one big and strong nation , 
we are busy separating and forming many different nations because of apartheid. When you move in each and every township, 
you are forced to tip-toe afraid of being seen by the "Casspirs." Especially we boys. We have sleepless nights being afraid of being 
taken away from our fa'milies to slavery is what we are always thinking of in this present situation. If you are a boy, w henever 
you hear a knqcl5. on the door at night , you start panicing without knowing why. All that comes into your mind at once is a man 
wearing a greenish helmet , green camouflage clothes, a pair of dark brown boots, a pistol in a holster on his waist and a rifle 
in his hands with a red face hunting you like a beast. You even start helping yourself on the spot. We are forced to lock ourselves 
in the house for the whole day. When playing with friends and just happen to hear a truck 's engine coming in your direc tion 
you don't even waste time wanting to know what it 's even if it's a coal truck, you just run like mad for safety. You no longer have 
that opportunity to visit your friends the way you like. The minute you go towards the door and happen to think about the 
"Casspirs" you just lock the door right away. These army troops pretend to be our friends while on the other hand they are killing 

I us like dogs. They play football with us in order to get us unaware. They are always bribing us with sweets in order for us to think 

1 
~e~ are our friends and trust them. I am not going to trust my killeff 1nd destroyers in other words they are enemies to Il}e. I 

~:,:iwa(ISyears) ~ I 
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The following is a partial list of projects Fund for a 
Free South Africa* supported in 1987. Because 
of potential danger to grantees, we cannot reveal 
the names of projects inside the country. 

ANC-Holland Solidarity Hospital, Mazimbu, Tanzania: A 
gift from the South African Solidarity Movement in Holland, 
this hospital serves the health needs of the South African 
refugee community in Mazimbu, many of whom are victims 
of torture and beatings. $5000 

••••••••••••South Africa: This health 
clinic teaches youth to serve as "barefoot doctors" for such 
things as simple trauma suffered at the hands of police and 
vigilantes. $5000 

•••••••••llSouth Africa: Professional jour
nalists of this progressive black periodical have been training 
community members, especially youth, to be reporters, 
writers, and photographers, and to produce simple leaflets 
and brochures. $8000 

Solomon Mahlangu Freedom College, Mazimbu, Tanzania: 
Established by the African National Congress in 1979, 
SOMAFCO meets the educational needs of the South African 
refugee community in Tanzania with programs ranging from a 
nursery school to adult education classes. $20,000 

••••••••••••••south Africa: 
90% of nurses in South Africa are black women working under 
exceedingly difficult circumstances, and whose interests are 
not safeguarded by the white led South African Nurses 
Association. Funding was given for a drive to form a new 
nurses union. $3000 

••••••lll••••south Africa: This union, an 
affiliate of the Congress of South African Trade Unions, was 
funded to provide public education to its members on occupational 
health and safety issues. $10,000 

*formerly South African Relief 

25 West Street, 5th floor 
Boston, MA 02111 
(617) 423-6553 
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