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The Africa Resource Center is a publicly-accessible educational institution 

established four years ago to help demystify the African continent--and to 

accurately portray the diversity, depth and breadth of Africa. You can see 

by this map that it is a huge continent--four times larger than the United 

States--a continent of fifty nations, 400 million people speaking 300 languages. 

The Center is dedicated to helping the general public comprehend their 

intimate involvement in the continent--from cultural heritage, to raw materials 

used in consumer goods (ie. copper and cobalt, gold and diamonds, timber, 

cof~ee. fish ••• and oil), to U.S. businesses involved inthe development 

of sovereign nations. And the Africa Resource Center encourages this public 

to have an impact on governmental policy- -a policy which all too often has 

viewed Africa with a stereo-typical perspective, while viewing the South African 

government as its primary ally on the continent. 

How do we do this? 

Over the past four years, the Center has provided speakers and multi-media resources 

to conferences, community meetings, churches, educational institutions at all levels, 

and to individuals interested in specific topics. We've arranged numerous 

public forums and hosted a variety of radio programs. And we've been 

concentrating on developing direct relations with local media representatives 

so that they can improve their coverage of Africa. 

We have an extensive library of press clippings, basic and hard to find 

African books, and over 50 magazines, journals and newspapers which focus 

on theAfrican continent. Our archives are quite substantial and are used 

by Africanist scholars. 

In the midst of all this, we've responded to hundreds of inquiries-

ranging from sources of African music to recipes to biographical informatio 

on African leaders. 

Because of the expanding demand for our services, we have developed a 

number of programs which are designed (hopefully) to become self-sufficient. 

While we've been able to operate on a minimal budget in the past (volunteer 

labor/extracted labor) we've realized that for the Center to continue in the 

professional manner we've operated under, this re-organization has been 

essential. These programs range from: 



Information Distributio Program: news-letter/special focus; current event 

reprints; subscription information packets on Africa/ monthly African 

film series; speakers honorium program/ coordinate phone-in calendar. 

High School Curriculum Assistance Program: survey and stock materials 

designed for high school students --both as samples and, as appropriate, 

for bulk purchases; develop curriculum units; broader promotion. 

Library Resource Project: organize resources to facilitate indepth research 

and ease of access. In conjunction we will be publishing a catalogue 

of audio-visual materials, exhibits, resource individuals and organization 

concerned with Africa in Northern California. 

Many of you--or your friends--will be travweling to Africa--we have 

information that would prove very useful to you--both for business purposes 

as well as pleasure. You may be visiting fellow Rotarians in Africa--there 
clubs . . 

are ehapte~~ in 36 countries: 

Egypt (7), Morocco (4), Burundi (1), Liberia (1), Mauritius (1), 

Botswana (1), Angola' Zimbabwe, Nigeria, South Africa, Gabon, and on •••• 

Or your children may be interested in learning more about Africa and wish 

to do a school project. Or your church may be interested--lthis past year 

has seen a focus on Central Africa amongst many Protesteant denominations •• 
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What I'm here to speak about is the Africa Resource Center. I don't know 

how many of you have heard about it. I'll explain a little bit about the work 

we do and Mr. Keith also--Mr. Keith when I was asking what I should speak about 

he said I should speak about what I know best about--so that's what I will 

also be doing. The ARC was set up about 4 years ago in Oakland, right over 

the old Kushins Building in the Capwell's block--right at 19th and Broadway. 

It was set up as a publicly -accessible educational institution. The idea 

waswhat we hoped to do, was to de-mystify the African continent. I think one 

of the interesting quotes that I heard back when I was doing graduate studies 

was that the darkest thing about Africa was what Americans did not know about 

that continent. The continent as you can see--we have another map hanging 

up on our wall which actually shows all of Europe--but as you can see the African 

continent quite a bit dwarfs Eureope. I think often times when we think about 

Africa we think about one country (it as). Now I'm sure many of you have travel

led to different parts of Africa, but you may not be aware that's it';s a 

continent made up of 50 countries, over 400 million people, speaking about 

300 different languages. As another point of reference which I read about, 

is that the Rotary has clubs in 36 different African countries, and with varios 

cahpters then in these various countries. The ARC is, what we are really interested 

in doing , is helping the public to comprehend what does go on in the African 

continent. We talk about cultural heritage, we talk about raw materials used 

in consumner goods that come into this country, we obtain copper and cobalt 

diamonds and gold, uranium, coffee, fish and the big one--oil. Actually, most 

of our oil comes from Nigeria and Libya at the top, rather than from the Saudi± 

Arabian and the Middle Eastern part over there. The ARC also encourages the 

public that we talk with to have an effect on US foreign policy in relationship 

to Africa. We do this because in many cases Africa--how people have known 

about Africa--is primarily through South Africa. And as you can see, the continent 

is made up of 49 other countries, aside from SA. How we go about with this 

public education, we go to speak to high schools, we speak to elementary schools, 

we speak wi~h churches, and trade unions, we've even spoken with some other 

busin~~s organizations, and we also have a lirary open to the general public. 

We have a Speakers Bureau; Pearl Alice Marsh, the woman we'd hoped to have 

come here who couldn't come today, is part of our Speakers Bureau. She has 

travelled in South Africa, which is one of the reasons why I wanted her to 



come. We have a Speakers Bureau which specializes in different areas of the 

continent and in different types of information. We have people who are media 

representatives who go out and speak; we have people who are teachwers in ethnic 

studies; we have people who just have a general interest in the area. To back 

up a lot of the public speaking, we have an extensive library. We have files 

on each of the different countries made up of newspaper clippings, magazine 

articles. We have a lot of books which people are often unable to find. 

Wehave over 50 magazines and periodicals, some of which I brought a sample 

which you can see-there's Finance and Development which you are probably aware 

of, New African, Africa-Asia, Africa Now, Financial Mail. There's quite a 

bit of informatio that does come out, but often times it doesn't reach people. 

One of the areas the we also focus in is working with media representatives 

to give them not so much to write articles for the media, but to give ~~empeople 

a broader understanding of what actually is going on in the continent. You 

may remember that Chadc was in the news awhile back. It's kind of like things 

come in the news and then they go out again. And one of our purposes is to •• we 

get calls from people when they hear things in the news and we go out and try 

to give a broader understanding as far as what is going on. In the midst of 

doing quite a bit of public speaking, keeping up the library, we also respond 

to a lot of inquirieis. Becasuse we are listed as the ARC, we're sought out 

for informatio like recipes, cultural events, and biographies of African leaders. 

Also people who are goig to be going traveling, they come down and read through 

our files aHa or read magazines to find out what is currently happening there. 

And because of these expanding demands for our services, we've had, I'm sure 

you've had manynon-profitscome talk to you and are probably well aware of problems 

with non-profits, in that we're often crisis-oriented. But what we have done 

and have been in the process of doing is re-structuring ourselves into different 

programs which are designed to be self-sufficient and to generate an income 

so that we're not ••• we have an annual giving program and things like this. 

But we want to be able to continue to operate on the low budget that we operate 

on so that, particularly like high schools, you're probably well aware of the 

state of public high schools which do not have the funds to pay for people 

to c~m: and speak. 

know about Africa. 

So we want to make sure that it doesn't limit what people 

The different projects that we have: 1) we call it 

information distribution program. This is oriented to having a newsletter 

that has special focus inserts on about different issues in Africa. We 

distribute have a list of media people and this is always growing who are 



~ 
I 

interested in particular facets of Africa. We send them copies, regular xerox 

copies from the magazines we get in so they can build up their repoetoire of 

information. We have information packets which we are developing on a subscrip

tio basis for organizations like churches, trade unios, high schools (we have 

another high school project though) that can give you an encapsulized view 

about a particular issue in Africa--refugees is a very big thing. There have 

been a number of organizations that have been set up to help give aid to re 

refugees. But we can oftentimes give more informatio about what is going on 

in the different countries. We also have a high school curriculum assistance 

program. Now Africa, particularly in the Bay Area with a very high percentage 

of black Americans who can trace their heritage back to Africa, Africa is often-

times treated in one quarter of the ninth grade geography class. We get many 

requests from teachers and from students for more information about Africa. 

Andwhat we have done is we surveyed what materials are developed specifically 

for high sschool students and we're now in the procuess of both stocking these 

as samples and also doing some bulk stocking of materials so that teachers 

can buy for their students, or the school can purchase them. We are also develop

ing curriculum packets that can teach more about a particular country or about 

a specific area. And our Library Resource Project, finally, is I'm sure you 

have quite a ••• know very well that with a Library and resource information, 

papaer can innundate you. And the computer is allowing us to get out from 

under that to a certain extent, but we have a great deal of material at the 

.office. We also get a lot of materials., One of the services that we per-

form is for a lot of African scholars who come to the resource Center because 

we're one of the few places in CA that has documented back to the 1950s a lot 

of the materials when the African countries before they obtained their freedom, 

before they obtained their independence, and then what has gone on in those 

countries since then. And often times we're not aware that much of this con-

tinent except for Liberia has only obtained its independence since the mid-

SOs. -. Now many of you, as I've said, may have travelled to Africa, maybe think

ing about travelling to Africa--either for pleasure or business--we would suggest 

that you're very welcome to come down and use our resources, learn a little 

bit more about what you're going, maybe learn a few words of language. Also 

for your children, if they're interested in doing more, if they havehave a 



project around Afric, a specific country, maybe they've travelled there and 

they want to do more for their class, we can help develop those. We have 

multi-media resources also that are available. And as I mentioned we-ae- you 

do have 36 different Rotary chapters well in 36 different countries, so we 

can also give you that type of background and information. 

Now briefly I wanted to also take this opportunity to talk a little 

bit more about South Africa. Now I know many of you have heard of South 

Africa and probably quite a few have travelled to that country. But often

times, particularly by virtue of your own heritage as whites Europeans, you 

do not get into certain areas of South Africa , which are segregated--the black 

areas. This is why we wanted Pearl to come speak to you. She's a black 

American who has been in South Africa twice now--2 times at 6 months apiece. 

And she relates a story. She was able to9 travel quite freely because she 

has very strong African features. And she was, at one point stayikng with 

a woman who had been banned. Banned is like being under house arrest--you 

can't speak to more than one person at a time, you can't have group gatherings, 

you can't be quoted in the press. It's like you're not put in jail, you're 

just left in your own home to fend for yourself. But you cannot be spoken 

to. Well Pearl was at this woman's house and about 4 o'clock in the morning, 

the Security Forces came, banged opened up the door and said "We want to see 

your pasbook". A passbook is a document that all blacks must carry. It talks 

about who their family is, where they're supposed to be living, whether or 

not they have the right to be in that area, what time of business they're working 

in, what type of job. Anyway, they asked her for her passbook and she said 

she was at first very scared, but then she realized that all she had to do 

was to reach into her purse and pull out her American Passport. And there 

was a total about face as far as how she was being treated at that time. She 

said at that point, she was very very glad to be an American because she could 

see the effects that being an American had--particularly on these police men, 

but also what it meant for her in traveling. She had many doors opened to 

her that she might not have if she had just been a black African. We do have 

a, um I do~'t ~ant to give like a lot of facts, one can always come out with 

a lo~pf facts, but I have a that Mr. Keith suggested that we make copies for 

you called South Africa Fact Sheet. And again I think it has some facts which 

you may not be aware of. And I would very much appreciate it if you did take 

this opportunity to read it. We also ha¥e a letter, well here's the fact sheet 

and it's all documented information and it's very short, you can get through 

it in fifteen minutes. Anyway I wanted to in not trying to go into the facts, 

I just 



I just wanted to reiterate what you may not again be aware of when you just 

travel to South Africa and stay in the cities. That one South Africa is a 

country of 27 million people, of which 4 ! million are white of European heritage. 

The rest are African and Asian Indian and Coloureds who have mixed heritage. 

This 4! million are the only ones who have the rights in South Africa that 

we take for granted in this country. And I think that when we visit those 

cities we see the wealth that's in there, we see the development that's in 

there, we see blacks walking around. You're very well treated by the black 

people, we don't realize what is happening behind the scenes in that country. 

I wanted to just tell you, also as you can see South Africa is a little bit 

low for you,m but the white population, agai 4! million whites, they have control 

of 87% of the country. And this is totally under whi t e jurisdiction. 13% 

has been left for the black population. Now remember, for the Africans--the 

Africans themselves--that's 72% of that population lives on 13% of the land. 

So even if S,,fi,a t land is fairly good agriculturally, you can imagine th3e demands 

that that t{,; of people put on it. So they must work in South Africa. The 

whole migrant labor system has been developed to provide workers. But I think 

like one of the things that Pearl was able to see when she was there is by 

going into one of these black townships, which you would not be allowed to 

go into unless you were under the auspices of something like the Institute 

for Race Relatios in that country, is that you would see that about in one 

township, the average, there were 208 people living on a half acre plot 

of land. Now I know many of you have um plots of land quite a bit larger than 

a half acre. But you could imagine 208 people living on a half plot of land. 

This means 20 persons to one tin shack. No the only available water is drawn 

from communal taps and there may be one tap for 100 inhabitants. Or in the 

homelands, which you may have heard about, there is very little water. The 

water must be trucked in, brought in to the people. Again, I don't want to 

go on and give a lot of statistics, I just want to say that there is alot, 

in the old saying, that doesn't meet the eye in South Africa. And we would 

just wanted to take this brief opportunity to tell you that in what doesn't 

meet the eye. I just wanted to relate a little bit about the legal system. 

NOw I -d~al a lot of my work is working is regarding U.S. corporations in South 

Africa., um the affects of them being there, what they can positively do and 

one of the iussues that often comes up is well, we really can be a force for 

change. We can employ more blacks, we can de-segregate our areas, we can recognize-



\o ~ Ford was one of the first companies in South Africa to recognize the independent 
1"~); "= black trade unions. And there are a number of things that can be done, but I think one of 

the things which is both a positive thing and we can see how it can be very 

that South Africa is a land of laws. And we are often told, or 

told that because SA is a land of laws, it means that there can 

J'~J' ~~ changes in that country and it's for that reason that change can come and 

~~ _::it can come peacefully. Well when we look at those laws and we see what that 

\ ~~ --::: means ••• Just briefly, the law decides where you can go, with whom you can 

~ travel, by bus or train, where you will live, with whom you may live, whom 
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you may marry, where you will be educated, who will teach you, what you will 

be taught, what you may read, what work you may do, what you will be paid, 

where you will be buried. If you're white in SA you can vote on those laws; 

if you're black in SA, you cannot vote on any of those laws. I think really 

the thing that has made the greatest impression on me is that is particularly 

now that we're celebrating D-Day and I've been talking to quite a few people 

about what it meant to fight in World War II and what it meant to come up against 

the Nazi system, and also with the Japanese as far as what they were trying 

to put all of Europe under. ANd the thing that amazes me is that people do 

not realize is that in SA part and parcel, every single law that was under 

the Nazi regime in Germany is in effect in SA. The Nazi party was, many of 

the people in the government in SA were put in prison during WWII because they 

sided with the Nazis; they fought against SA being an ally with the U.S. Now 

these are Afrikaners who very much believe in what we call fascism. And fascism 

I know is often times a buzz word so what I did was to, if I can find it in 

my notes here, I've looked up the definition of Fascism and I'd just like to 

read it to you. It's a political philosophy, a movement or a regime that exalts 

nation and race and stands for centralized, autocratic government headed by a 

dictatorial leader, severe economic and social regimentation and forceable 

suppression of opposition. Now this is really what is happening in SA. If 

you're white in SA, and you want to protest against the apartheid system, that 

is, you can be imprisoned for a minimum of five years and you can be put to 

death. You cannot criticize in that country, even if you are white. If you 

are b~~ck you definitely can't. And so when we hear about there being slow 

change and positive change in that country, I think for many of you who fought 

in WWII, are very well aware of what it was, the type of freedoms we were fighting 

for, and our country was fighting for, I think we have to realize that change 

in SA --the only way it was going to come in Europe--was by us having to go 

into World War. And we don't want that to happen in SA. We don't want to 
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ahave to go fight on the side of what in effect are the Nazis that we gought 

against in WWII. And I know, againthat again as I say I do a lot of talking 

about US investments, and I have a degree in economics, development economics 

which is actually how I got interested in this when I was studying in England. 

In the different types of development systems that are going on and in the 

different role that the US can play in the types of development that are going 

on and one of the reason why we in the ARC feel that SA is important ios because 

so many people see Africa in the context of South Africa. But I would ask 

that when you make investment decisions, or you know people who are making 

invest-ment decisions, the rest of that African continent is equally, if not 

more wealthy, in raw materials and in potential for buying our products and 

for exporting to this country than all of SA. SA actually has reached almost 

a plateau in a way because the blacks are not brought in to be consumers, they 

never will be brought in to be consumers, and the whites can no longer consume 

what they are developing and putting out in that country. So I wanted to, 

again, not to list a lot of facts but to ask you to think about what it means 

and to SA I know is a word for peoplepeople that you hear and go, "Wait a 

minute, I know what we're doing is alright down there." But there's a lot 

that doesn't meet the eye. And one thing that I've always wanted to say to 

people--most of the people that I know do not inest in Krugerrands--is why 

do you invest in Kruggerands when you can invest, like my father gave me this, 

I've had an influence on him, this is a 2! dollar gold piece from our heritaage 

and it comes from 1908 or something. We have olympic gold medals, we have 

the Canadian Mapleleaf. There are a lot of other alternatives to putting you 

investment money in Kruggerands. And as one last thing, that I just wanted 

to, we do have choices and we can make choices. And I know I had a cracked 

tooth and my dentist tole me I can't put a porclain one in cause you can't 

put that in a molar, I think you should have gold. And I said, I can't have 

gold, that like having a piece of SA in my mouth. And he went, well you'll 

have to make your decision. So the tooth cracked again, and I had to make 

my decision. I came back to him, and he says well you know there's an alloy 

metal that's been developed. It's just asd good as gold, just as pliable, 

and ~~t s going to last as long. Oh great. He says, course you know it comes 

from Rhodesia. Which he was joking. But you can make choices, and there are 

options, and there are like a number of trade delegations that are going, parti

ularly from a lot of the southern and eastern cities in the us, but even like 

Mayor Bradley and Mayor Wilson that they need to promote their own international 

trade. They can't just rely upon it happening or rely it ahpening through 

the tyransnatioal 



the larger transnatioal corporations. And Africa is being looked at and there 

are a number of trade delegatios to Africa to increase those investments. 

£e-there-are So they are there, but then again they may not be there if we 

end up on the side of the Nazis in SA. But I think, and one other thing is, 

we work with a lot of whites in SA who come out, who travel here and I think 

that they really need to hear from people they consider their peers, the concerns 

that we have for what is going on in that country. We don't want them to 

die, they don't want to die, the blacks don't want to die, but if you've been 

humiliated and your humanity has been taken away from you, you, me would not 

stand for that and I think that that is the turmoil is going on in that part 

of the continent now. 
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