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The SOUTH AFRICAN WOMEN'S FUND was organized in February 1980 to aid African 
women's projects in South Africa. The primary purpose of these projects is 
to reach unemployed African women and to assist them in organizing "home 
industries" where clothes can be made and marketed throughout their conununities 
at prices far below those in the regular stores. In some areas. women have 
chosen to develop child care, educational and ~health programs, as well. Why 
are these projects important? 

Under South Africa's apartheid or "separate development" plan of action, the 
displacement of African women from urban areas to the so-called "tribal home
lands" is creating great economic and social hardship. What is apartheid? 
It is an ideology• first, premised on the belief that all power and wealth must 
remain in the control of whites. It is the doctrine of race separation which 
excludes all Blacks · (Africans,. Coloureds, and Asians) from participating in 
the social, economic, and political development of th~t country except as labor. 
It is a policy which systematically removes individuals identified as "non
productive" (usually women, children, and older people) from the urban townships, 
like Soweto, and based on their "ethnic origins", places them in one of the 
eleven "homelands" reserved for them. 

Economically, most women are not wage-earners and are dependent on the income 
of their husbands, if they are married and if the husband is employed. Approx
imately twenty-four percent of African women are employed. For those who do 
find work in either rural or urban areas, the foremost occupation is domestic 
service. While actual cash wage figures are not available, the Domestic Workers 
and Employers Project .suggests R65 ($78) per month for a full-time living-in 
domestic worker working five and one-half days per week. This amounts to 
approxj_r:,atel~· R33. 71 ($40.45) per month for cash wages, R26.48 ($31. 78) for food, 
and R4.81 ($5.77) for clothing. 

Though the cost of living in South Africa is about the same as in the United 
States, the sub-poverty income of African families makes meeting the bare 
necessities very difficult. While the Johannesburg Chamber of Conunerce 
suggests Rl58.43 ($190.12) per month for a family of five in Soweto, in 1977 
toe average family earning was Rl20.00 ($144.00) per month. 

African women are trying to help themselves through organizing home industries. 
They will make garments by sewing, knitting, and crocheting. Our funds will 
go to purchase sewing machines, cloth, yarn, and other items as needed. The 
goal of these projects is self-reliance. 

How are we able to send money directly to these women? Since October 1979, the 
South African government has prohibit8d unauthorized organizations from engaging 
in fund-raising, particularly from foreign sources. This is seen by the govern-
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ment as a way to assure that organizations remain apolitical and not engage 
in activities which by government definition contravene the national security 
laws. The projects for which our funds are destined have registered with 
the appropriate authorities and have received authorization to seek aid. 

The goal of the SOUTH AFRICAN WOMEN'S FUND is to raise $20,000 by May 1, 1981. 
To date, we have conducted numerous benefits and house meetings and have been 
able to send funds to the Women's Projects. They, in turn, have been able to 
initiate and expand their programs to help meet community need. 

A primary aspect of the FUND is our political education work. We have assembled 
a slide show, brochure, and education program in order to inform communities of 
women's oppression in South Africa. Though fund-raising is our primary task, 
we devote a portion of our time to education programs where fund-raising is 
not done. 

The SOUTH AFRICAN WOMEN'S FUND is organizing chapters in various cities to 
conduct our fund-raising/politi~al education activities. We are inviting women 
and men from a broad range of communities to support our work by scheduling 
benefits, slide shows, home meetings, or by scheduling presentations for us with 
women's organizations, community groups, colleges and universities, churches and 
trade unions. We have outreach teams designated to coordinate the work in these 
areas. Because many churches, towns, cities, and labor organizations are pre
sently addressing economic and political issues concerning the responsible-invest
ment-campaign and U.S. foreign policy in southern Africa, we have a Policy Task 
Force which liaisons with national and local organizations working in these areas. 
The work of the committees and Policy Task Force is coordinated by the Program 
Organizer, a half-time employee of the FUND. 

If you are able to help us with this project, please contact Pearl-Alice Marsh 
(415) 526-8894, Beverly Crawford (415) 524-3612, Christine Schoefer (415) 548-
7816, or, in the Sacramento Area, Eileen Cohn (916) 443-3182. 

Thank you for your support. We look forward to seeing you. 

Yours in struggle, 

SOUTH AFRICAN WOMEN'S FUND 
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