
CCISSA 
Chicago Comml&.~ In Solidarity with Southem Africa 

343 S. Dearborn #918 Chicago, Illinois ®~596 312/427-9868 

February 13, 1990 

Dear Friend, 

We ask for your endorsement of an important Chicago 
initiative. With today's release of Nelson Mandela and the 
government's moves towards negotiating with the resistance 
movement, we have been urged by our friends in South Africa 
to keep up the pressure on the apartheid regime. We are 
organizing a campaign to establish g sister-community 
relationship between Chicago and the township of Alexandra. 

Under the auspices of the United States-south Africa 
Sister community Project, a number of cities have forged 
similar links with other townships. They have sent the 
message to South Africa that progressive communities in the 
u.s. are firmly behind the struggle for freedom and justice. 
Both the African National Congress and the United Democratic 
Front have endorsed the Sister Community Project. 

Chicagoans can bring political pressure to bear on the 
South African government to recognize the Alexandra Civic 
organization as the legitimate representative of local 
residents, and to negotiate with community residents about 
Alexandra's future. 

A prominent grassroots organization, the Alexandra 
Civic organization (ACO) leads the struggle for better 
living conditions. It is the popular alternative to the 
government-controlled "township council." Alexandra 
residents boycott the government's township council 
elections, preferring to organize their own communities 
outside the apartheid system. 

Alexandra is the oldest black residential area near 
Johannesburg. The land was once owned by the residents, but 
the government expropriated the land in the '60s and '70s. 
The government intended to remove all the family housing and 
turn Alexandra into a dormitory township, with single-sex 
hostels for workers. That plan was later abandoned. 
Meanwhile, physical conditions in Alexandra deteriorated, 
and the township became a vocal opponent of the government • . 
·:- .... 
·~ The regime has responded with a major redevelopment 
scheme with explicit political motives: to turn Alexandra 
into an "upscale" black cominunity, which would uproot low
income residents. This is a sophisticated variation of the 
more common "forced removals" carried out in rural parts of 
the country. 



The ACO initiated an "Affordable Housing for All" 
campaign. Its view is that redevelopment is critically 
needed, but it should benefit, not segregate or displace, 
the people who already live there. 

We are seeking a broad cross-section of endorsements 
from Chicago organizations. An endorsement means: 

*support for an ordinance, which we hope to 
introduce in City Council in late March, 
establishing Alexandra as Chicago's "sister 
community"; 

*ocassional participation in letter-writing 
campaigns, urging South African officials to 
negotiate with the ACO, and to halt plans 
to displace low-income residents; 

*responding to crisis situations in Alexandra as 
they arise. 

We would welcome your 
committee's meetings. 
welcome, to help with 
south Africa, etc. 

participation in our support 
Financial contributions are also 

the costs of mailings, phone calls to 

Please return the enclosed 
421-5513 with your endorsement. 
the support committee can speak 
project. We hope you will join 

Sincerely, 

Btw&~ 
Basil Clunie, Chair 
Chicago Committee in Solidarity 

with Southern Africa 

form, or call Joan Gerig at 
If you like, a member of 

with your group about the 
us in this effort . 

.JOJnJG~ 
Joan Gerig 
Synapses 

P . S. Please return the enclosed endorsement form as soon as 
possible. Also, please give us a call if you have questions 
or would like to attend the support committee meetings . 

. . :;,. 


	ccissa 2-13-90 p10001
	ccissa 2-13-90 p20001

