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We are here today because the struggle for freedom of South Africa's 

black ma;ority is our fight too. It is our fight because many. American 

corporations, who pro fit from South Africa's apartheid system, and the U.S. 

gevernment under the Reagan Administration refuse to sever their cosy ties 

with South Africa. 

The underlying theory of South African apartheid should truly be 

likened to that of the Nazi's white supremacy theory and conditions in South 

Africa compared to slavery in the United States. 

In South Africa today, tens of thousands. of people are arrested and 

detained, and some tortured and put to death. In 1987 alone, 28, 000 people 

were detained for opposing apartheid. Today blacks in South A fri,:;a live in 

concentration camp conditions, forced to live in homelands, without political 

rights, with little food or health care. The ma;ority of families are forced to 

live apart; husbands separated from wives and children. 

Today the leading force opposing the white-minority regime is 

the trade 'union movement. Union membership has soared in recent years 

to nearly two million. Unions lead the fight both in the workplace and in 

the communities where their members live. This is certainly the reason for 

the recent attacks on So_uth African trade union leaders such as Mayekiso. 

Today we demand that the U.S. State Department and the U.S. 

Congress institute stronger sanctions to stop the flow of American support, 

technology, resources and recognition to the white government in South 

Africa. We call on Congress to pass the Cranston /Dellums Comprehensive 

Sanctions bill. 

We call on the multi-national corporations, who help prop up the 

South African government, to divest. We demand that Royal Dutch Shell, 

the parent company of Shell Oil, cease providing South Africa with oil for 

its brutal military and security forces. 

Shell Oil denies any complicity with South Africa. And yet, Shel/. 

is one of only §..oil companies worldwide which violates the United Nations 

ban on selling oil to South Africa. 
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South Africa has no oil of its own. Therefore, we announce a 

stepped-up boycott of Shell Oil in Illinois. 

(1} We .ask all union members and consumers to boycott 

Shell products. 

( 2} We ask all Shell stockholders to request an extPaordinary 

stockholders' meeting to vote on whether to get out of South Africa. We 

ask American National Bank, which holds nearly one million shares of Shell 

stock, to comply with this request. 

( 3) We ask all mayors to respond to a request by the Mayor of 

Birmingham to support a national Mayor 1s call to boycott Shell , and we 

ask all other governmental bodies in Illinois to boycott Shell through 

selective purchasing methods. 

Some corporations claim that they are staying in South Africa 

to "help" the people of South Africa. But, Bishop Desmond Tutu, the 

major South African trade unions, and the South African Council of 

Churches are calling for the U.S. government and corporate America, 

particularly Shell, to stop doing business in South Africa until the evil 

system of apartheid is destroyed. 
' Ties to South Africa must be severed until apartheid is 

replaced by a democratic and free society, where human rights, civil 

rights and civil liberties are respecte.._ ... ;, and wher-::: blacks are free. 

The Illinois Lab.or Network Against Apartheid is committed to 

the fight to get the American government and corporations, including 

Shell Oil, out of South Africa. To this end, along with our international 

unions and labor federations, we cry freedom for Moses Mayekiso and all 

political prisoners in South Africa. 
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