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SOMAFCO AND DAKAWA FREEDOM FUND 

Dear Friend, 

The children of South Africa continue to suffer the 
devastating oppression of Apartheid. Families are displaced, 
children are arrested and detained, and students face internment, 
torture, and death at the hands of the Police and Security 
Forces. 

A Commission of Inquiry convened at the University 
of Witwatersrand in Johannesburg detailed the constant violence 
in the townships. Its findings exposed the shooting dead 
of a 12 year old schoolboy by the Security Forces while 
he was attending classes. A teenager had his hands shot 
off for distributing leaflets opposing the South African 
government's Bantu Education policies. 

Since 1976, the brutal oppression of the Apartheid 
state has forced thousands of young South Africans into 
exile. 

To meet their educational needs, the African National 
Congress established the Solomon Mahlangu Freedom College 
(SOMAFCO) and the ANC Development Center at Dakawa. SOMAFCO 
and Dakawa have been built on land generously provided by 
the Tanzanian government, and throughout their existence 
have benefited from international support. 

The Nursery at SOMAFCO pro
vides quality care for exiled South 
African children. 

Workers at the garment factory 
learn production skills and supply 
the community with clothing. 

The Secondary school prepares 
young South Africans for the 
future. 

SOLOMON MAHLANGU FREEDOM COLLEGE & DAKAWA DEVELOPMENT CENTER 
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Since 1978, SOMAFCO has provided material aid and education 
designed to meet the needs of a future non-racial, democratic 
and unitary South Africa. SOMAFCO comprises 5 educational 
sectors - Secondary, Primary, Nursery, Adult Education, 
and Agriculture. A Hospital and Maternity Center, located 
in the school complex, provide medical care to the South 
African and Tanzanian community alike. 

Demonstrate your abhorrence of Apartheid. Contribute 
to a positive alternative to the policies of Apartheid Education. 
Your donation will go for humanitarian aid to the programs 
at SOMAFCO and the ANC Development Center at Dakawa . 

For your information, the Freedom Fund has enclosed 
material that describes the critical situation inside South 
Africa today, 

Sincerely, 

~tr~ 
Director 
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News from inside South Africa 

"Apartheid has left many horrors in its 
wake, but nothing is more grotesque than 
a system that condones the detention, as
sault, and torture of children. Since the 
State of Emergency was declared in South 
Africa an estimated 10,000 children have 

' 
been detained - 2, 000 of them under the 
age of sixteen." 

... Solly Smith, ANC Representative 

Dateline Soweto ... William Modibedi, an 
eleven-year-old schoolboy, told how he 
had been taken from his home and de
tained for two months and two days. His 
mother said at one stage William had been 
taken to the government mortuary and af
terwards put in a dark room and beaten. 

Dateline Botswana . . . Nthabiseng 
Mabusa, a thirteen-year-old girl was shot in 
her home by "soldiers" wearing masks. 
She is paralysed from the waist down and 
confined to a wheel chair. She told how 
she had been shot in the stomach and 
again in the back as she ran from the house 
when the shooting started. 

Dateline Port Elizabeth . . . Nzimkhul 
Mgamlana, an eighteen-year-old youth 
from Port Elizabeth, now a student at 
SOMAFCO in Tanzania, related how he 
had been tortured with an electric instru
ment. 

Dateline Kempton Park ... Buras Nhala
thi, age 17, was gagged, put into a rubber 
suit and shut up in a refrigerator at the 
Kempton Park police station. 

Dateline Soweto ... Sicelo Dlomo, ~ 
dent leader who appeared in the CBS doc
umentary "Children of Apartheid," was 

found murdered shortly after being re
leased from detention. 

Dateline Harare, Zimbabwe . .. An inter
national conference on Children and 
Apartheid was convened to take testi
mony of the latest outrage of Apartheid ... 

"The journey through life for the black 
South African child is one long struggle. 
They are born underweight and malnour
ished. Infant mortality rates are thirteen 
times higher for black children compared 
with white. Poor housing, sanitation, and 
inadequate water supplies lead to sickness 
and disease . Segregrated health services 
mean that there is one hospital bed for 
every 60 whites, yet only one bed for 
every 500 Africans . Township housing is 
severely overcrowded - in Soweto each 
house has an average of 16 occupants . . . 

"The children of South Africa learn sur
vival skills when they are very young. 
Their early experiences are ruled by empty 
stomachs and violent authority. But the 
repression of Apartheid has not stifled 
their will to be free. The children of South 
Africa have begun their lives in terror -
they must be allowed to continue their 
lives in peace." 

There is a way you can help the children 
of South Africa. The SOMAFCO and Dak
awa Freedom Fund provides humanitar
ian aid to the Solomon Mahlangu Free
dom College and the Dakawa Develop
ment Center in Tanzania. These programs 
provide education and vocational guidance 
for young South Africans forced into exile by 
the South African regime. We ask you to send 
a donation today to enable these schools to 
continue their essential work. 

SOMAFCO & Dakawa Freedom Fund 
P.O. Box 143 

700 South 7th St. 
Delano, MN 55328 



SOUTH 
AFRICA 

· STRUGGLING AGAINST 

APARTHEID 



DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS 
FOR ALL SOUTH 
AFRICANS 

There cannot be peace in South Africa until a 
unitary, democratic and non-racial society 
has been attained. The question of political 
power is fundamental. This question cannot 
be resolved without the full participation of 
the ANC. The ANC is regarded by the 
majority of South African people as its 
overall leader and genuine representative. 
The South African regime banned the ANC 
in 1960, making membership and support for 
it illegal. Despite this, support for the ANC 
has become quite open. ANC flags are raised 
at mass funerals and demonstrations; its 
leaders are honoured, and its calls to action 
are responded to. 

Already countless South African trades 
union, business, student and church leaders 
have recognised the central role of the ANC 
and have travelled to the neighbouring states 
to open communications. The racist regime, 
however, still refuses to recognise the ANC, 
or to talk to it other than with bullets and 
bombing raids. 

The ANC demands the release of all political 
prisoners, the ending of all state and state 
sponsored violence, the dismantling of the 
apartheid system, and the legalisation of the 
ANC and all other proscribed organisations. 
These are essential pre-requisites to creating 
a climate in which the ANC can begin to 
consider, in consultation with the people of 
South Africa, the question of negotiations. 
There can be only one topic of negotiations: 
the transfer of political power from the racist 
regime to all the people of South Africa. The 
apartheid system must be dismantled, it 
cannot be reformed. 



BRUTALITY AND 
INJUSTICE 

Apartheid denies to the majority black 
population their most elementary human 
rights. South African society is openly racist in 
structure, the only society in the world which 
discriminates in all its laws on the basis of 
race. 

Blacks are denied the fundamental political 
right to participate equally in determining 
the laws under which they live. They do not 
have the right to live where they choose and 
the right to enjoy family life. 

In all areas Blacks are severely discriminated 
against. The table below shows some of the 
evil injustices of Apartheid: 

Facts and figures behind apartheid and poverty: 

BLACK WHITE 

Po ulation ( % ) 85 15 

Land distribution ( % ) 13 87 
Average 
mont ly eamin s (Rand) 320 1,350 

Doctors/population 40,000 400 

Annual spending on 
education per pupil (Rand) 238 1,654 

Sources of figures supplied by Christian Aid and Oxfam 

Funeral of victims of the Uitenhage 
Massacre - March 1985 

APARTHEID 
.REPRESSION 

South Africans have struggled against these 
conditions. Under the greatest difficulties 
they have established trades unions, 
community, church and political 
organisations. 

Today, led by the ANC, people in South 
Africa are in open revolt against the 
Apartheid system. Their courage and 
defiance in opposing this evil system have 
been met with an ever increasing bloody and 
violent response from the racist South 
African regime. These measures include 
mutilation, torture, killings, detention 
without trial and bannings of 
people and organisations. 

There is much talk of "reform" but there has 
been no fundamental change in the system of 
Apartheid which is being enforced more and 
more brutally. 

Since 1984 over 2000 people have been 
killed by the security forces and their hired 
thugs. There are daily killings as the regime 
seeks to crush the resistance of a people who 
are determined to be free. Thousands of 
people have been detained, tortured and 
imprisoned. Many have been forced to leave 
the country. A recent study from the 
University of Cape Town showed that 83 % of 
people detained for interrogation are 
physically tortured. Scores of people have 
'disappeared', as was seen under the military 
dictatorship in Argentina. 

Since a State of Emergency 
imposed in June of 1986, well over 30,000 
people have been taken into custody, or 
reported missing by theirfamilies and 
friends. It is an offence in South Africa to 
publish their names, as indeed it is illegal to 
publish anything on the struggle for 
democratic rights and the racist South 
African regime's barbaric response. 



The African National Congress stands for a 
new South Africa, a South Africa in which 
racism shall be a thing of the past; where 
human dignity and equality shall prevail in 
the life of the country and its people. 

The aims of the ANC are set out in the 
Freedom Charter, which was adopted when 
representatives of all national groups met at 
the Congress of the People in Kliptown, 
Johannesburg, in 1955. The Freedom 
Charter declares that South Africa belongs 
to all who live in it, black and white; that 
every South African, man and woman, will 
have the right to take part in government 
and to vote; that all national groups will have 
equal rights and status; that the country's 
wealth and land shall be shared by all its 
people; that all South Africans will have 
equal access to work, education, housing 
and medical care, and the right to security 
and comfort. THERE SHALL BE PEACE 
AND FRIENDSHIP. 

The ANC is a liberation movement which 
does not have the state resources of the 
racist regime it is struggling to overcome. 
The ANC urgently needs money to continue 
and intensify the struggle to create a free and 
just South Africa. The ANC needs money to 
answer the many and growing demands on 
its resources. These include the funding of 
refugee schools and hospitals, the production 
of informative material on South Africa and 
internal political and organisational work. 

The apartheid system is under constant 
attack by the oppressed people themselves. 
You too can help to put an end to that 
system by imposing your own sanctions; 
refuse to buy South African products of any 
kind. You ca·n help by helping to strengthen 
the ANC by your personal contribution. 

YOUR HELP IS VITAL. WHEN GOVERNMENTS WON'T 
HELP, PEOPLE CAN. THE ANC CALLS ON YOU TO 
GIVE, AND TO GIVE GENEROUSLY 

SOMAFCO and DAKAWA FREEDOM FUND 
P.O. Box 143 700 South 7th Street 
Delano, Minnesota 55328 
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