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Comrades -- I bring you the greetings of the African National Con
gress and of the entire democratic movement in our country. You 
have been the source of strength to our liberation movement over 
decades and you have made a vital contribution to that struggle. 

The case of the treason trial of 1956 has already been mentioned 
which continued from December 1956 until March in 1961 when we 
were discharged. We also had what has come to be known as the 
"Ravanna Trial" at the end of which we were sentenced to life in 
prison. 

In both cases, the most funds which enabled us to afford the 
services of the most outstanding lawyers in the country were 
donated by the labor movement in this country. Without that 
contribution we would not have afforded the services of such 
distinguished lawyers. We were discharged in 1956 because of 
that contribution. We went to jail in 1964 after we had focused 
the attention of almost the whole world on that trial because of 
the skills, forensic skills, of those who defended us. 

And for this, we are grateful to you. And it is in that spirit 
that we were keen to have the opportunity to address you and to 
thank you directly for that assistance. 

Today, we have many powerful friends who are assisting us as we 
walk the final, the last mile in our battle to bring democracy to 
our country. They have the advantage of resources and some of 
them make them available to us. When we visit the capitals of 
the world, the leaders of the African National Congress are 
treated in many of these countries as heads of state because it 
has become clear that the democratic forces led by the African 
National Congress are likely to emerge in any future election as 
the strongest political party. 

We have gone in our country to some of the most prominent bus
inessmen and we have said we want a seven figure donation from 
you -- and we want it now. And many of these corporations have 
given us that amount. 

In that situation it is easy -- one of the dangers facing the 
African National Congress is to forget its lifelong friends who 
have supported our struggle at the time when nobody was prepared 
to help us. In fact some governments have said to us, "You are 
harming your cause by aligning yourselves with people like Fidel 
Castro, Khaddafi, Yasser Arafat." 

I was asked by a pressman today: "Why do you have dealings with 
people like Castro? Why won't you renounce them?" And our 
answer is simple. No freedom fighter, indeed no human being, 
with integrity, can desert the friends that assisted him during 
the most difficult times and desert his lifelong friends on the 
advice of those who are assisting our enemy. 

We welcome new friends. It makes our task easier. But we will 
welcome new friends while holding on on our friends who have 
brought us from the most difficult days to the present stage. 
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It is in that spirit that we come here tonight. You are the 
pillar of the liberation struggle throughout the world. 

One of the most prominent features of political activity today 
is men and women who have emerged in various parts of the world 
who regard the entire world, the entire humankind, as the battle
ground for their own activities. And the workers are foremost in 
this regard. 

Already in the 40s we had received support from the workers of 
this country and other areas in the world. And it is in that 
spirit that we appear before you today. We are speaking to com
rades in arms who know how to sacrifice, who are sensitive to the 
problems of other workers in other parts of the world. 

But perhaps before I proceed -- and I hope here members of my 
delegation will excuse me for repeating this story -- just to put 
in proper context some of the generous remarks that have been 
made here about some of us 

Just the other day I met a young lady of six years. And she said 
to me, "How old are you?" I said, "Well, I can't remember but I 
was born long, long ago." And she said, "When?" I say, "I can't 
remember, but it was long, long ago." And she says, "Why did you 
go to jail?" And I said, "Now I didn't go there on my own. They 
sent me there." She said, "Now how long were you in jail?" I say 
"I can't remember but it was a long time." And she says, "Was it 
one year?" I said, "No, it was more." "Two years?" I said, 
"No, it was more." "But how long?" I say, "I can't remember." 

And then came the most shattering statement from her, "You are a 
foolish old man." So when you assess the statements that have 
been made here by several speakers, you must take into account 
the shrewd observations of that young lady. 

A clarion call that has echoed throughout the world is "Workers 
of the World Unite." That call appears in the Communist Mani
festo which was drawn way back in 1848, and it has been associ
ated with Karl Marx and Engels. But in actual fact, they were 
putting in that document a call that had been made long before 
they came into the field of politics. 

It was not just a statement from intellectuals. This is an 
expression, a statement, warning the workers of the world that 
they must unite to promote their own cause, their own future. 

Because, as you know, right down the centuries the workers of one 
country and of different countries have slaughtered one another -
- not to promote their own interest but to promote the interest 
of the rulers who have no interest whatsoever in the welfare of 
the workers. 

And the slogan, "Workers of the World Unite," is a reflection of 
the concern of those who are genuinely interested in the welfare 
of the working people to avoid being used by the ruling classes 
to slaughter one another on things they are not aware of. 

Today, in countries like Yugoslavia, like Somalia, and our 
brothers in Angola, we have precisely the same case where workers 
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are slaughtering one another not to serve their own interests, 
but to serve the interests of warlords and those people who are 
interested in personal power, in personal comfort. And the 
slogan ''Workers of the World Unite" is as alive today as it was 
before the Communist Manifesto was drawn up . 

Now today prominent personalities with a vision have refused to 
be used by the ruling class to slaughter innocent people, inno
cent workers. One of the most prominent of such leaders was pro
duced by you, by your society. A man who would prefer to go to 
jail rather than go and slaughter the workers of Vietnam and that 
is none other than the former heavyweight boxing champion of the 
world -- Muhammad Ali. We require today a hundred thousand 
Muhammad Alis. 

In South Africa, the African National Congress has always had 
very close links with the labor movement. The first authentic 
trade union to be formed in South Africa was the laundry workers 
union in 1912 and its leader was Comrade Tbeki (sp?) . Comrade 
Tbeki was a prominent member of the African National Congre$s and 
the laundry workers union was part of the democratic forces as 
led by the ANC. 

Ever since then, the organized labor movement in our country has 
worked very closely with the African National Congress ; its 
leaders being at the same time prominent and respected leaders of 
the African National Congress. We have had a man like .. . Jay D. 
Marks (sp?) who became the president of the mine workers union 
and who in 1946 almost shut down every mine in our country, which 
led to a sedition trial in which he and other progressives were 
brought to trial. We have had people like . . . the leaders of the 
SACTU, the South African Congress of Trade Union . 

We now have COSATU, the Congress of South African Trade Unions. 
We have what we call a revolutionary alliance with COSATU . I 
have meetings every month with Comrade Jay Naidoo where we confer 
on matters of common interest to coordinate our efforts , our 
activity . Together we have been members of delegations to see 
Mr. DeKlerk and his cabinet. We are also going to coordinate our 
activities ... for the election. 

And that is why we are confident of victory -- because any 
organization which has got the support of the masses of the 
people, which sustains the support of the youth of the country, 
can never die , can never fail . 

I am speaking to an audience of a state and of a city who can 
boast of having organized and produced one of the most powerful 
anti-apartheid movements in this country, if not in the world . 
And I don't have to go into detail about your support of our 
struggle to change South Africa from an apartheid state to a non
racial society. You are part of that struggle. 

COSATU is up front in these negotiations that are going on even 
though they are negotiating on the economic front. We and COSATU 
are faced with a formidable problem of unemployment, of the 
unacceptably high level of crime in our country. We have more 
than 48 % of our economically active population unemployed. The 
crime rate has assumed alarming proportions . 
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There are no schools for black children of school going age. The 
existing schools are full and children who want to go to school 
cannot be admitted because the schools are full. They cannot get 
employment because of our state of economy. Only 3% of the 
school leavers at the beginning of 1993 could find employment in 
the formal sector. 

The rest of them who can't be admitted to school, who cannot find 
employment, are turning to crime, not because they are criminals, 
but because of conditions entirely beyond their control. We are 
witnessing the breakdown of law and order. 

COSATU and the ANC have discussed the situation. At our instance 
a national economic forum has been formed which consists of the 
workers, the employers and the government. It is working out 
problems and strategies to cut down this high level of unemploy
ment and to eliminate it altogether in due course. It is intend
ed to prevent the retrenchments and people thrown out into the 
streets ... It is considered ... from the public sector which are 
going to absorb large numbers of people. And they are making 
good progress in that regard. 

I must state something you know very well. It has happened in 
many countries in history throughout the centuries that when the 
liberation movement faces the difficult task of overthrowing 
oppression, it mobilizes all progressive forces and in the course 
of the battle certain individuals, certain leaders become well 
known as a result of interaction with employers, with government 
officials. And as a result of that interaction they become too 
ready to concede, and sometimes without even consulting their 
constituencies. 

And in many countries at the critical moment on the verge of the 
victory of the democratic forces, the leaders of the movement who 
were once revolutionary and who earned the respect of the nation 
and their trust, at the critical moment they abandon some of the 
revolutionary organizations which have sacrificed a lot in the 
course of their struggle. 

In our country we are faced with a tremendous onslaught from 
those who have never been interested in our welfare, who are 
saying, "We can't support your struggle until you break with the 
Communist Party of South Africa." That is an organization which 
has been working with us now more than 70 years. They have 
suffered with us. They have been jailed. They have been shot 
and killed. They have been tortured. 

And now that we are on the verge of liberation we are told that 
''cut all your relations with them." We told them about the his
tory of the world. The experiences of their counterparts. Of 
the counterparts of the ruling sectors in our country, where the 
conditions have forced the very capitalists to work with commun
ist party governments when they faced a common problem. 

And one of the classic cases is what happened during the last 
world war when President Roosevelt, Prime Minister Winston 
Churchill and General DeGaulle who led the Free French Movement 
felt they were not in a position to face the Hitler onslaught. 
They went all the way to Stalin, the leader of the largest 
communist country in the world, and said to him, "Let us form 
the grand alliance." And that alliance was born. 
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You know the heroic resistance, the heroic defense, by the Red 
Army and the ... defense in places like Stalingrad and they were 
able to sweep right across Europe ... whereas the Western Army 
were adopting the strategy of the Germans and the Russians .. 
. themselves up so that at the critical moment the Western army 
should come in and dominate both. That strategy did not succeed. 

Nevertheless when they were faced with a problem of a powerful 
well-trained army, the German Army, they did not hesitate to seek 
the assistance of a communist government, a communist country. 
Why should we not do so now ourselves? 

We have also had the case of the Pope and the General Secretary 
of the Communist Party. .in the mid-fifties. They were forced 
to sit down and to sign a treaty. 

Imagine the head of the Catholic Church sitting down with the 
head of the Communist Party which at that time, the Communist 
Party of Italy, was the largest Communist Party outside the 
Soviet Union. He sat down with ... and they concluded a treaty 
to handle together matters of common interest . 

The reason for that was simple. It was because 50 % of the 
members of the Communist Party were members of the Catholic Party 
and they had common problems which could only be resolved by them 
pulling together their resources and addressing these problems 
together. 

Today the United State of America people like ... President 
Carter, met people like Prime Minister Kruschev and others to 
discuss together a common strategy to address world problems. 
The People's Republic of China is part of the Security Council of 
the United Nations. They are cooperating today with the commun
ist countries. But they say to us, "Break your alliance with the 
communist party. We cannot assist you unless you break that 
alliance.'' No freedom fighters of any integrity would take 
advice from their own enemies as to how to fight the enemy. 

I have already been given some first checks by two trade unions 
here. Those resources we need. We need no less than $130 
million rand, which is $43 million dollars. We have been 
received with open arms in New York, Washington, Philadelphia and 
here in Chicago. We have received already more than $300,000. 

We have received this amount from our brothers and sisters from 
all walks of life and we will be going back home full of strength 
and hope because we enjoyed the solidarity, the respect and love 
of the people in this city. 

I don't have to urge you that the democratic movement in our 
country has never needed funds now more than it does. We are 
dealing with the reactionary forces in our country who are sup
ported by reactionaries in various parts of the world including 
this country. They have a lot of funds. They are rich. And 
they are able to do things we cannot do for lack of resources. 

Our trust is in you. All that we need that you do is to give us 
the weapons, the money -- the weapons to turn our strength, our 
hope which derives from you -- into victory. Thank you. 
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