
VICTORY BELONGS TO THE SOUTH AFRICAN PEOPLE, AND TO US 

(INTRODUCTION/Thank you for inviting the 
Illinois Labor Network Against Apartheid 
to come to your convention.) 

(PAUSE) 

Next spring, FOR THE FIRST TIME IN HISTORY, 
ALL OF THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH AFRICA, 
18 YEARS AND OVER, WILL BE ABLE TO VOTE. 
NO MATTER WHAT HAPPENS, NO MATTER WHAT FOLLOWS, 
THIS ELECTION IS AN ABSOLUTELY CRITICAL DAY 
IN THE ANTI-APARTHEID MOVEMENT. 

The media may give President DeKlerk 
credit for this historic event. 
But the victory is ours! It is truly a 
workers' victory! It belongs to the 
people of South Africa and to us. 

For generations, South Africans have 
fought and died to end apartheid tyranny. 
Led largely by mine, mill and metalworkers, 
by textile, railroad and municipal workers, 
and by teachers and domestic workers, 
they've inspired generations of activists. 

THIS VICTORY BELONGS ALSO TO US -
those in the anti-apartheid movement. 

For decades, unions, churches and activists 
throughout the world have kept the heat on . 
From demonstrations at embassies to 
divestment campaigns on college campuses; 
from corporate, sports and cultural boycotts 
to battles for state and federal sanctions; 
These actions kept the PRESSURE ON. 

FINALLY, 3 years ago Nelson Mandela walked 
out of jail. And, the legal structures of 
apartheid BEGAN to fall. 

NOW, the first one person/one vote election 
will be held in 1994. 

(PAUSE) 

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN TO YOU? 
South Africa is a long, long way away, and 
you may wonder why it matters. 



r 

In South Africa, we fight for a modern, 
highly industrial nation, 
with great natural wealth, and for control 
of the world's diamonds, gold and minerals. 

If you went to Johannesburg today, 
you'd see a city that it is not 
so different from here. 

Western corporations built the economic 
system upon which apartheid is based, and 
created a cheap labor system in the process. 

But organized labor in South Africa, with 
supports of fellow trade unionists around the 
world, exerted pressure on those corporations 
and have played a key role in undoing 
apartheid. We can be very proud of labor's 
role. 

South African and U.S. workers have much 
in common. We have much to learn from one 
another and to teach each other. 

> We have COMMON EMPLOYERS -
multinational companies such as Ford, 
Caterpillar and Shell. 

> Common divisions - the legacies of 
slavery and apartheid. 

> Native American reservations parallel 
South African homelands. 

> There is great wealth and great poverty. 

Freeing South Africa is freeing ourselves. 

(PAUSE) 

WHAT CAN WE EXPECT FROM SOUTH AFRICA IN THE 
COMING YEAR? Apartheid will not DIE easily. 

Jay Naidoo, leader of the Congress of South 
African Trade Unions (COSATU) , said in 1991 
at an AFL-CIO meeting, that 



"The core of the apartheid system has 
always been the control of the cost, 
allocation and supply of black labour -- the 
perpetuation of a CHEAP LABOUR SYSTEM .... " 

Apartheid ruthlessly uprooted millions 
to live in rural wastelands and to make 
room for whites. Apartheid was maintained 
through brutal repression and death squads 
to eliminate union, political and community 
leaders . 

Jobs , land, property and voting rights were 
stolen and given on basis of skin color ; 
whites gained all the privileges. 
People of color were denied. 

With tanks and guns, by the color of skin , 
apartheid controlled people's movement . 
For generations, I.D. PASSES were used 
to enforce this control. 

Apartheid enforced separateness. Blacks, 
Whites, Indians and Coloreds had separate 
schools, health systems, housing , 
transportation and government departments for 
each race category in each state . 

30,000 young South Africans escaped and 
were welcomed in homes and universities 
around the world, rather than be killed in 
jails. Many more died in prisons . 

Some like Nelson Mandela were sentenced for 
life . Yet, always more people stepped 
up to fight the battles against apartheid . 

Now apartheid is dying. Its death is 
irreversible. But HOW it dies, and HOW 
QUICKLY , depends again on the South African 
people and those of us who support their 
freedom. It will take generations to undo 
the scourge of apartheid. 

(PAUSE) 

AS THE ELECTION NEARS 
We can expect the violence to increase. 
Many inside and outside South Africa do 
not want to see Nelson Mandela govern 
South Africa . 



Many powerful forces don't want to see 
workers rights and the right to strike 
written into the constitution of one 
of the wealthiest nations on earth. And 
that WILL happen in a new South Africa, 
for South Africa has one of the strongest 
labor movement's in the world today. 

Many do not want to see this election happen, 
so they'll do everything in their power to 
ensure that a fair election does not occur. 

Right-wing white groups have created an 
alliance led by five generals who resigned 
their posts and began heading up the 
challenge to majority rule. 

These right-wing forces are armed to the 
hilt. They are rea dy to do everything in 
their power to stop the election. 

There are also blacks who have for 
many years been on apartheid's payroll. 
They too will lose their privileges under 
majority rules. Gatsha Buthelezei and 

other homeland leaders are the most well
known. (The homelands are the equivalent 
of our Native American reservations.). 

Three years after the release of Nelson 
Mandela, government sanctioned violence has 
increased. There is an average of 9 killings 
a day targetting union, political and 
community activists. 

(PAUSE) 

The 1994 election will create an interim 
government, which is needed because the 
white regime would otherwise control 
everything during the adoption of a 
Constitution for majority rule. 

THE ELECTION WILL DETERMINE HOW APARTHEID 
WILL END AND DEMOCRACY WILL BEGIN. 

The majority population is ready and aware of 
what the election can mean to themselves and 
their children. The stakes are high. 



LEGAL sanctioned discrimination based 
on race will cease. 

LEGAL economic repression based on race 
will stop. 

The SOCIAL STRUCTURE will change 
over time. 

And, a responsive government can 
come to power. 

THE ELECTION WILL MEAN THE BEGINNING 
OF A NEW SOUTH AFRICA! 

(PAUSE) 

There are many strategic problems to 
overcome in the election. This is a period 
when more solidarity than ever is needed. 

> Whites have voted for hundreds of years. 
No blacks have ever voted. There is only 
9-10 months to get millions of people 
ready, willing and able to vote 
in the first election. Think about voter 
turnout here in the United Sates and even in 
your union. The problem is enormous. 

> 75% of the majority population 
cannot read or write, and they speak 
more than a dozen different languages. 

> There may be 20 parties on the ballot. 
The design and number of parties on the 
ballot will be a great problem. 

> There are huge problems with voter 
identification. After 30 years of struggle , 
the apartheid i.d. pass system was eliminated 
in the 1980s. Liberation groups have their 
work cut out to convince the same people 
that NOW identification to participate 
in voting is needed. 



> Potentially large groups can be taken 
out of the voting system. In farm areas 
blacks live on white farms and are 
virtually slaves of landowners. 

> One quarter of the total black 
population (over 5 million people) live in 
apartheid homelands, or Bantustans, which 
were created to deny blacks citizenship in 
South Africa, and where political and union 
organizations are still basically off limits. 
It is questionable at what level the homeland 
residents will be able to participate in the 
elections. 

(PAUSE) 

WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP? 

1. Nelson Mandela is expected to announce 
the official date of the election in several 
weeks and the lifting of sanctions on all but 
oil and arms. 

Nelson Mandela will come to the U.S. 
and Chicago to raise funds for voter 
education in early July. We need your help. 

2. The Labor Network Against Apartheid 
is being invited by COSATU to send union 
representatives to South Africa to encourage 
union-to-union links between the Midwest 
and South Africa. We could use your help 
to make this happen. 

3. We ask everyone to be vigilant. We must 
ensure that the South African government does 
not renege on its promises. We will hold 
demonstrations at the South African Consulate 
to keep the pressure on. We need you there. 

4. Next Saturday, in honor of Soweto Day 
we will participate in a Walkathon on the 
South Side to raise money for voter 
education. We invite you to join us. 

We must keep the pressure on until 
South Africa is free and democratic, 
and workers rights are protected and 
there is no longer a cheap labour system. 
It is one place in the world where 
today organized workers are moving forward. 
It is a place where we can win. 
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