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Introduction 

I am pleased to present the Report on The Africa Fund Delegation of Southern African 
Legislators to the United States. The Delegation consisted of Lucia Basson, Chairperson of the 
Management Committee, Mariental, Namibia, Edna Madzongwe, Deputy Speaker of Parliament, 
Zimbabwe and Koti Nyama, Deputy Speaker, Northern Province Legislature, South Africa. 

This Delegation visit to the U.S. was a further step in the ongoing program of The Africa Fund, 
designed to build support for a constructive foreign policy toward Africa. The Africa Fund believes that 
continued U.S. citizen engagement with southern Africa and U.S. Africa policy is crucial for the growth 
and survival of democracy in the region. 

The goals of the Delegation included promoting the involvement of state and municipal officials 
with U.S. policy toward Africa and increasing direct links between U.S. legislators and their African 
counterparts, thus also strengthening legislative capacity. Through meetings with religious and community 
leaders, the Delegation helped keep a critical mass of Americans informed and involved with the emerging 
democracies of southern Africa. 

It is impossible to thank individually everyone who made this Delegation visit so productive. But 
I would like to express particular thanks to Dr. Frene Ginwala, Speaker of the National Assembly of South 
Africa, Dr. Libertine Amathila, Minister of Local Government of Namibia and the Honorable Cyril 
Ndebele, Speaker of Parliament of Zimbabwe. I would also like to thank the National Conference of State 
Legislatures, the National Black Caucus of State Legislators and especially Representative Irma Hunter 
Brown, who traveled with the Delegation for much of their visit. Special thanks go to the three delegation 
members, Chairperson Lucia Basson, Deputy Speaker Edna Madzongwe and Deputy Speaker Koti Nyama 
for the immense contribution they have made toward extending U.S. understanding of African policy 
issues. We worked them early and late and abandoned all leisure moments, and they were always ready 
for more! 

Finally, I would like to thank the Carnegie Corporation ofNew York for the grant that made this 
Delegation visit possible. The views expressed in this report are the sole responsibility of the Delegation 
and The Africa Fund. 

Jennifer Davis 
Executive Director 
The Africa Fund 

September 1996 
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The Africa Fund 

This mission to southern Africa by distinguished U.S. state legislators is a vital component of The Africa 
Fund's work to promote citizen involvement with U.S. Africa policy. The Africa Fund, together with our 
non-tax exempt associate the American Committee on Africa, has been an American voice for African 
freedom for over thirty years. 

We have: 

•Worked with virtually every African independence leader .from Kwame Nkrumah in Ghana to Nelson 
Mandela in South Africa. 

•Pioneered the campaign for sanctions against apartheid, working with public officials and concerned 
citizens to pass sanctions legislation in 30 states and over 100 cities. 

•Sent election observers to the first democratic elections in Souih Africa, Namibia, Zimbabwe and 
Mozambique. 

•Testified before Congressional committees and state and city legislatures .from coast to coast . 

.Coordinated solidarity actions by religious, student and trade union leaders. 

Now we are helping freedom come alive for people in southern Africa. The people who successfully 
overcame apartheid and colonialism want to see that victory in their daily lives - with transformed housing, 
education, jobs, health care and good governance. 

The Africa Fund is enabling community leaders throughout America to meet this new challenge. We 
believe Americans can make a vital contribution through: 

•Working/or US. trade, investment and aid programs which support sustainable development and popular 
democracy. 

•Sharing our experience and skills. 

•Establishing lasting ties with southern Africa - legislator to legislator, teacher to teacher, cleric to cleric. 

•Defending human rights. We are campaigning to .free political prisoners in Nigeria and Zaire. 

The Africa Fund network includes elected officials, pastors, educators and labor and business leaders. We 
provide these diverse constituencies with the analysis, information and contacts they need for effective 
engagement. Unique access to key leaders in and out of government throughout southern Africa facilitates 
this work. 

The stakes are very high. Africa, the world's poorest continent, must continue to be a focus for American 
concern and support. The Africa Fund is committed to developing creative programs which engage 
concerned Americans in support of African efforts to achieve democracy and social and economic justice, 
recognizing the importance of connecting such efforts to ongoing U.S. domestic social justice struggles. 



Profiles of the Delegation 

Lucia Basson 
Chairperson, Management Committee 

Mariental Local Authority Council 
Namibia 

Lucia Basson is Chairperson of the Management Committee of the Mariental Local Authority 
Council, a position similar to Mayor of this southern Namibia town. Basson has held elected office 
since 1992, and was elected Chairperson in 1994. She is also Regional Coordinator ofthe Women's 
Council of the South West African People's Organization (SW APO), ~e majority party in the 
Namibia Parliament. She is trained in community development and reproductive health. As 
Chairperson of the Squatters Committee in Mariental, Basson is working to improve the living 
conditions of thousands of families who lack proper housing. 

Edna Madzongwe 
Deputy Speaker, Parliament of Zimbabwe 

Zimbabwe 

Edna Madzongwe is the first woman in Zimbabwe's history to be elected Deputy Speaker of 
Parliament. She chairs several Parliamentary Committees. She led Zimbabwe's Parliamentary . 
Delegation to the Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing. Madzongwe is Chairperson of 
the Zimbabwe Women Parliamentarians, and is the immediate past President of the World Women 
Parliamentarians for Peace. She devotes time locally to work with several non-profit philanthropic 
organizations. Madzongwe is a Board Member of the MASASA PROJECT, a program for battered 
women, and is a member of the Child Survival and Development Foundation. 

M. M.A. Koti Nyama 
Deputy Speaker, Northern Province 

South Africa 

Deputy Speaker Nyama is a Senior Member of the Northern Province Legislature, one of the nine 
regional governments in South Africa, and Chairperson of Parliamentary Committees. Prior to her 
election in 1994, Ms. Nyama was an educator and an active member of the African National 
Congress (ANC) at the regional level, serving in the Departments ofEducation, Arts and Culture. 
Ms. Nyama led the Black Housewives League, and is an Executive Member of the South African 
Democratic Teachers Union. She was a delegate to the Fourth World Conference on Women in 
Beijing and has had the opportunity to observe elections in both Zimbabwe and Mozambique. 
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Irma Hunter Brown 
State Representative 

Arkansas 

Representative Irma Hunter Brown has represented central Little Rock in the Arkansas House of 
Representatives since 1981. She is Vice Chair of the House Committee on Revenue and Taxation 
and serves on the House Committees on Insurance and Commerce. In 1995, she traveled to South 
Africa, Namibia and Zimbabwe as part of The Africa Fund Delegation ofU.S. State Legislators. She 
is a member of the International Affairs Committee of the National Black Caucus of State 
Legislators and is an Executive Member of the Southern Africa Task Force of the National 
Conference of State Legislators. 

Dumisani S. Kumalo 
Projects Director 
The Africa Fund 

Since 1980, Dumisani Shadrack Kumalo has been Projects Director of The Africa Fund and The 
American Committee on Africa. Since the lifting of economic sanctions by President Mandela in 
1994, Kumalo has worked to encourage reinvestment in South Africa and support for the 
Reconstruction and Development Program. He directs The Africa Fund's program to promote the 
involvement of state and municipal officials in U.S. policy toward Africa. In 1995, Kum~lo led The 
Africa Fund's Delegation of state legislators to South Africa, Namibia and Zimbabwe, and in 1996, 
he accompanied the Delegation throughout their mission. He travels widely in the U.S. lecturing on 
southern Africa. 
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Introduction 

Summary of the Delegation Visit 
by 

Dumisani Kumalo 
Projects Director, The Africa Fund 

The last two decades have seen dramatic changes in southern Africa. First ever democratic elections 
were held and independence was achieved in Zimbabwe in 1980, in Namibia in 1985 and in South 
Africa in 1994. Now these countries face a new challenge - meeting the basic needs of all citizens. 

To support these changes, The Africa Fund initiated a project aimed at promoting the involvement 
of state and municipal legislators in U.S. policy toward southern Africa in 1995. The first year of the 
project was anchored by a Delegation of three U.S. state legislators who visited South Africa, 
Namibia and Zimbabwe. The second year was anchored by a return Delegation of three elected 
officials from southern Africa in April 1996. 

The Delegation 

We were privileged to have a team of distinguished legislators: Lucia Basson, Chairperson of the . 
Management Committee ofMariental, Namibia; Edna Madzongwe, Deputy Speaker of Parliament, 
Zimbabwe and Koti Nyama, Deputy Speaker, Northern Province Legislature, South Africa. The 
three personified the profound changes shaping their countries. As women legislators, they could 
speak about both the problems of democratization and the difficulties of achieving equality for 
women. 

"Together, we need to work to keep Africa in the hearts and minds of 
Americans, thus ensuring that the continent continues to receive funding, 
support and investment " 

-- Koti Nyama 
Deputy Speaker, Northern Province Legislature 

Arkansas State Representative Irma Hunter Brown, who was a member of the 1995 Delegation of 
U.S. state legislators to South Africa, Namibia, and Zimbabwe, joined the group for much of its visit, 
providing the African legislators with valuable insights drawn from her years of legislative 
experience. Jennifer Davis, Executive Director of The Africa Fund, joined the Delegation in 
Washington, D.C. Africa Fund consultant Pamela Simms-Difo joined the Delegation in Albany. 
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New York 

New York's state legislature was engaged in a protracted budget debate during the Delegation's visit 
to Albany, where they were hosted in the state capitol by Assemblyman AI Vann and 
Assemblywoman Gloria Davis, in coordination with the New York State Black and Puerto Rican 
Caucus. The debate provided a lively backdrop for a briefmg on the budgetary process by the 
Assembly's Deputy Speaker Arthur Eve and Assemblyman Herman (Denny) Farrell, Jr., Chairman 
of the Ways and Means Committee. Assemblyman Vann struck a chord with the Delegation when 
he described the grim struggle to "hold on to gains against the budget cutters." 

This set the stage for useful exchanges on legislative strategies. "Since you and your members are 
a minority in the Assembly, how do you make sure that your needs are taken care of in the budget?" 
Deputy Speaker Nyama asked. Responding, Farrell stressed the importance to the Caucus of using 
its power as a strong minority voting bloc in the Democratic Party Caucus to develop effective 
coalitions, a novel strategy to Delegation members whose parties enjoy overwhelming majorities in 
their home legislatures. 

The dozens of framed documents adorning the walls of Assemblywoman Gloria Davis' office, copies 
ofbills the Bronx, New York Assembly member had sponsored and guided to passage, stimulated 
several questions from the southern Africans, as they operate in systems where individual legislators 
cannot introduce legislation. "The fact that in the U.S. individual legislators can introduce legislation 
is very appealing. If it was easy for us, we could change many things for our constituents," noted 
Deputy Speaker Madzongwe. 

In a meeting with New York State Comptroller H. Carl McCall, the three legislators pursued their 
concern about how elected officials secured and protected funding for poor people in the face of 
competing budgetary demands. "My office has the power to conduct an audit of any organization 
that receives state funds so as to make certain those funds are used for the purposes intended in the 
laws passed by the state legislature," said Mr. McCall. 

In New York City, the Delegation met with non-governmental organizations involved in providing 
various community services, including those serving youth and battered women. They also visited 
a shelter for the homeless run by the Community Church, where they talked with people who are 
often forced to live on city streets. 

Washington, D.C. 

The Delegation visit to Washington, D.C. coincided with an effort being made by the Congressional 
Black Caucus (CBC) to beat back yet another Republican attempt to cut aid to Africa. In an extended 
private meeting with Congressman Donald Payne, then Chair of the CBC, Delegation members 
explained the destructive effect that reduced aid to Africa would have on their constituencies. 
Stressing the importance of continued U.S. funding of the Development Fund for Africa and the 
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African Development Bank, Deputy Speaker Madzongwe talked about her district in Zimbabwe. 
"People in rural areas grow lots of food but there are no good roads to transport their produce to city 
markets. So, it either goes bad or is bought at next to nothing prices by white farmers who have 
heavy trucks able to maneuver the deeply rutted mud roads. Better transport will help build 
economic independence." 

A series of meetings with senior staff members of the U.S. Conference of Mayors, the National 
Black Caucus of State Legislators and the National League of Cities provided opportunities for the 
Delegation to explore the role such organizations played in empowering locally elected officials. The 
Delegation also briefed local community leaders and activists at a gathering hosted by Dr. Tilden 
LeMelle, President of the University of the District of Columbia and Chair of The Africa Fund. In 
thanking participants for their past support, the southern African legislators also stressed the urgent 
need for Americans to stay engaged in the difficult transitional era. 

[See also U.S. and African Women Connect, page 7.] 

Illinois 

Long before the American public was aware of Namibia's political struggle, the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, whose missionaries had provided education and health care to the black majority, 
was supporting the Namibian people in their struggle for freedom against apartheid rule. At a round 
table dialogue in Chicago, the southern African legislators met with the Lutheran Coalition on 
Southern Africa and community groups in a discussion which ranged widely over possible links to , 
help with the tasks involved in building new societies. The Delegation also observed an anti-racism 
workshop hosted by Crossroads Ministries. 

A meeting hosted by Senator Alice Palmer, Chair of the International Affairs Committee of the 
National Black Caucus of State Legislators, provided a forum in which to exchange ideas with 
Illinois state legislators about effective ways to meet the needs of constituents. 

The Delegation was hosted at Chicago City Hall by Councilmember Helen Shiller. The Delegation 
discussed with members of the City Council how a major city relates to the state in terms of funding 
for programs. 

Georgia 

Ms. Lucia Basson was an honored guest at the National Conference of Black Mayors' Annual 
Meeting in Atlanta. She was surprised to discover that many of the mayors present came from towns 
smaller than her own. "In Mariental, which has a population of only 14,000, I sometimes feel like 
I live in a town that is smaller and poorer than most others in the world. It is exciting to meet mayors 
who understand the small town problems I have to deal with every day," she reported. 
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The search for ways to increase the flow of funding from national to local levels was a dominant 
theme in Basson's discussions with her colleagues. She shared with them the story of how in her area 
only strong community organizing, petitions and many meetings finally induced a government 
minister to establish the "Build Together" program, which will provide funding for housing for the 
homeless. 

In a meeting with the Executive Committee of the National Conference of Black Mayors, including 
the incoming President Kansas City Mayor Emmanuel Cleaver, the Delegation discussed the role 
of mayors of small cities in the U.S. The role of women in local government was the topic at a 
special breakfast meeting sponsored by the members of the Black Women Mayors' Caucus, hosted 
by Mayor Callie Mobley of Alorton, Illinois. 

Ms. Basson was struck by the scope oflocal control exercised by U.S. mayors. "U.S. mayors can 
speak with the authority that comes from being elected by the community, rather than by a town 
council as happens in Namibia," she commented several times. 

The Delegation's visit to Atlanta re-energized southern Africa supporters. The Delegation met with 
Heather Gray and other members of the staff of the Federation of Southern Cooperatives. Thandi 
Gcabashe, Southern Africa Program Director for the American Friends Service Committee, and the 
Georgia Coalition for Southern Africa brought together more than thirty people for a dialogue with 
the Delegation on Africa and U.S. policy. Later, at a meeting of more than fifty pastors, Reverend 
Gerald Durley, Chair of the Atlanta Concerned Black Clergy, told the Delegation, "We are 
committed to supporting development that will strengthen your democracies." 

Alabama 

"I was very impressed by the way the American government decentralizes 
power, projects and programs to the local governments." 

-- Lucia Basson 
Chairperson, Management Committee, Mariental, Namibia 

Alabama afforded the southern African legislators a first-hand answer to their question, "Where are 
the rural areas in America and how do they deal with their people?" 

The Alabama itinerary was planned in conjunction with the Federation of Southern Cooperatives, 
a service and advocacy association for low-income families and 100 rural cooperatives. The 
Delegation covered many miles, visiting Sumter County, one of the poorest counties in the U.S., and 
several centers where communities are developing innovative approaches to achieving 
self-sufficiency. 

The Alabama visit opened with a call on Governor Fob James and a series of meetings with state 
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legislators in Montgomery, organized by Representatives Joseph Mitchell and Laura Hall. "This is 
a great opportunity for us to learn how the state legislature addresses the needs of the almost 
forgotten people. My own country, South Africa, is wrestling with a similar problem," Deputy 
Speaker Nyama told her counterparts. 

The Delegation met with Representative Michael Box, President-Elect of the National Conference 
of State Legislatures, and State Senator Michael Figures. The Alabama Black Caucus hosted a 
working dinner. 

Ernest Johnson, pioneer of the credit union movement in the South, guided the Delegation in Epes, 
recalling for them the origins of his work. "It used to be that banks would not give any loans to 
African-American people. I helped create credit unions so [African Americans] who wanted to start 
small businesses would be able to secure loans." 

Johnson showed the Delegation several small businesses in Demopolis that were funded by a local 
credit union. "We have become so successful that these days the big banks are offering our people 
all kinds of loans," he reported. Delegation members were excited by the potential the credit union 
model might have in southern Africa, enabling people with no resources to gain access to credit. 

In Alberta, the Delegation visited the Freedom Quilting Bee, an organization born out of Black 
women's efforts to support themselves independently. With more than twenty members, the Quilting 
Bee now produces highly sought after quilts and has diversified to supply a variety of handmade 
products to many Fortune 500 corporations. 

U.S. and African Women Connect 

The Delegation members, as women legislators, were eager to exchange ideas, experiences and 
information on many areas of mutual concern with U.S. women and their organizations. The 
Delegation frequently articulated the concerns of the millions of women who comprise more than 
half of their region's population. Edna Madzongwe and Koti Nyama represented their countries at 
the World Conference on Women in Beijing in 1995, where they reported feeling inspired by the 
determination of women who had come from all over the world to transform the vision of a better 
life into reality. All three frequently referred to their efforts to popularize themes contained in the 
Platform for Action adopted in Beijing, which seeks to advance women's lives by achieving equality 
and power-sharing, education, health care, economic independence and overcoming domestic 
violence. 

Meetings on a person-to-person basis generated a strong sense of solidarity between U.S. and 
African women leaders. There were some amazingly frank discussions about the barriers male
dominated systems still erect to prevent women from moving ahead. The contacts made provided 
a foundation for broadening the U.S. policy debate affecting Africa so that it incorporates greater 
sensitivity to the urgent needs of women. 
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In Washington, D.C., the Delegation had a lively discussion with Leslie Wolfe, President of the 
Center for Women Policy Studies, about the Center's efforts to develop a national policy agenda for 
women focused on HIV I AIDS prevention. The desperate health crisis being generated by the AIDS 
epidemic in southern Africa made effective health education for young women a critical issue for 
the three southern African legislators. 

In discussions with Representative Maxine Waters, the Delegation stressed the importance of 
"micro-enterprise" funding. African women run many such enterprises, but they do not have access 
to adequate capital and skills. They also exchanged ideas on how to ensure that women are able to 
impact on the policies that affect their lives by achieving elected positions. Representative Waters 
and Arkansas State Representative Irma Hunter Brown outlined a growth path which would involve 
both "top down" efforts through women's political organizations and simultaneous development of 
innovative grassroots voter education and literacy programs. 

The Delegation consistently stressed the urgency of increasing women's participation in the political 
process as a lever for promoting equality. Edna Madzongwe described the dramatic results of a 
recent voter education initiative spearheaded by the Zimbabwe Women Parliamentarians 
Association. The outcome of workshops run by every woman member of Parliament prior to local 
governmental elections was an upsurge of women's participation that more than doubled the number 
of locally elected women officials. 

"The girl child is in trouble in Africa, because girls don't carry the name 
forward. When a family runs out of money, it is the girl who must leave 
school." 

-- Edna Madzongwe 
Deputy Speaker, Parliament of Zimbabwe 

A steadfast commitment to sisterhood and deep roots in the struggle for justice were apparent in the 
warm greeting extended to the Delegation by Dr. Dorothy I. Height, President of the National 
Council of Negro Women (NCNW). Recalling that the organization's founder, Mary McLeod 
Bethune, was herself the child of slaves, she embraced the three legislators who won positions of 
leadership in their countries and said, "We have come through many struggles to achieve this 
moment where we welcome the Deputy Speakers of two African Parliaments. We as women are 
making our own history." 

In the course of the meetings with the NCNW and similar organizations, several issues of common 
concern to U.S. and African women were identified. The need for skills training quickly emerged 
as a priority. Most women in southern Africa work constantly- walking miles every day to fetch 
wood and water, digging fields and caring for children. But their labor is largely unpaid. As 
Madzongwe put it, women also suffer under the principle of"last hired/first fired," because they are 
only hired as unskilled workers. Southern African women in both rural and urban environments need 
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skills. Many now seek training in running small businesses. 

Extending literacy is another vital goal, Madzongwe told the NCNW, which operates an office in 
Zimbabwe. She described the hurdles girls must clear in order to obtain a basic education. "The girl 
child is in trouble in Africa," she said, "because girls don't carry the name forward. When a family 
runs out of money, it is the girl who must leave school." 

Throughout southern Africa under apartheid rule, Black women and children were often forced to 
live in desolate rural areas while their men worked in towns. Responsibility to ensure family survival 
often falls on these women. Koti Nyama, whose constituency includes many such women, talked 
about the absence of choices available to their daughters. "[She] doesn't go into full-blown 
prostitution - but the man in the Mercedes can buy her stockings. Soon she drops out of school with 
a baby." 

Expressing similar concerns about teenage pregnancy, Lucia Basson emphasized the need for 
programs to train girls to work with their peers, encouraging them to return to school and helping 
them to acquire skills and jobs once they had left school. "Young girls don't listen to people they see 
as old ladies. They need to hear the message from their sisters," she said. 

NCNW's Lucy Thomas described the work they were doing to combat violence against women in 
the U.S. These themes produced an instant response from Edna Madzongwe, who works closely with 
the MASASA PROJECT, a program for battered women, in Zimbabwe. 

Reflecting on the lessons she learned while traveling with the Delegation, Representative Irma 
Hunter Brown underscored the similarity of many of the issues being confronted by U.S. and African 
women in their search for justice and empowerment. NCNW President Height told the southern 
Africans that, "The blood that unites us is stronger than the water that divides us," and went on to 
commit NCNW to strengthening links with African women. "Women work in a special way
convening and conversing," she said. "We will find ways to build together." 

"It is refreshing to come to the U.S. and discover that people here face the 
same problems. Now, if we can just combine solutions." 

-- Edna Madzongwe 
Deputy Speaker, Parliament of Zimbabwe 

Conclusion, Findings and Recommendations 

Summing up the trip shortly before heading back to South Africa, Deputy Speaker Nyama said "I 
did not realize how much I had learned until it was all over." Zimbabwe's Deputy Speaker spoke for 
everybody when she added, "Sometimes, we in southern Africa think we are facing unique problems. 
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It is refreshing to come to the U.S. and discover that people here face the same problems. Now, if 
we can just combine our solutions .... " 

The timing of their visit, during a Presidential election year, enabled the Delegation members to 
recognize both the difficulty and the importance of keeping Africa policy issues on the U.S. national 
agenda. "Stay with us," they urged wherever they went, asking not only for continued U.S. economic 
aid but also for the ongoing concern that could shape U.S.-Africa policy in support of sustainable 
development and democracy on the continent. 

Recommendations & Findings 

1. US. state and municipal officials should expand their engagement in encouraging US. 
policy that supports the emerging democracies of southern Africa. In addition to addressing 
federal policy, they should seek ways of increasing contacts between U.S. state and 
municipal officials and southern African elected officials. Exchange visits, intentionally 
designed to share skills, provide training and increase capacity, would be empowering to all 
participants. 

2. Recognizing the urgent need for African economic growth, US. state and municipal officials 
should increase their efforts in support of development aid to Africa. In the longer term, both 
states and cities should seek to expand mutually beneficial trade and investment relations. 
Some South African provinces already have trade agreements with U.S. states and such , 
agreements can be expanded to other countries in southern Africa. 

3. US. state and municipal officials should encourage the involvement of US. community 
leaders and community-based organizations in Africa. Citizen involvement in the U.S. plays 
a dynamic role in the development of public policy. U.S. community-based non
governmental organizations have useful experience and can support small development 
projects. Such involvement could eventually lead to a greater formal linkage between cities 
and provinces in southern Africa with states and cities in the U.S. Contact will also undergird 
the expansion of often fragile civil social structures, thus strengthening the fabric of 
democracy. 

4. US. and African women should expand their dialog on how to implement the Program of 
Action adopted at the Fourth World Conference on Women held in Beijing. Women in Africa 
and in the U.S. play key roles in the economic and social lives of their countries but face 
many similar problems, including the lack of skills, inadequate education, lack of access to 
capital, domestic violence and the scourge of AIDS. Addressing these issues, women are 
increasing their involvement in the political process, achieving elective office and leadership 
roles. Networking, cooperation and selective exchanges will help women on both continents 
move forward effectively. 
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Voices of the Delegation 

Lucia Basson 
Chairperson, Management Committee 
Mariental Local Authority Council 
Mariental, Namibia 

"I was very impressed by the way the American government 
decentralizes power, projects and programs to the local governments. 
A very important aspect is the allocation of the budget. By this I 
mean that municipalities get their share from the federal government, 
as well as from contributions from individual and commercial taxes, 
casinos and car licenses. 

"This is why municipal chambers in the United States look like 
Parliaments, in that they have funds. As a legislator I was much 
impressed. In Albany we met legislators who told us that they 
themselves can introduce legislation, because their system allowed it. 
This is not so in our system. That is why there are so many 
[legislative] changes in the United States. 

"I could not stop praising the U.S. for the way they elect their mayors 
in most cities. They are elected by the community rather then by a 
town council as happens in Namibia. That is why the mayors in the 
U.S. can speak with the authority that comes from being elected by 
the community. 

"As a legislator, a mayor from a small town, I was very happy to be 
invited to the U.S. I met very important people, Black and white, old 
and young. I was very happy to visit historical places, such as the 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Center for Nonviolent Social Change, Inc. in 
Atlanta, among others. 

"I can not forget the beautiful presents, t -shirts, cakes and 
informational documents that we received from our American friends. 
Give my special greetings to all the women's groups and the militant 
youth we met." 
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M. M. A. Koti Nyama 
Deputy Speaker, Northern Province 
South Africa 

"I am extremely grateful to The Africa Fund for enabling me to visit 
the U.S. Traveling to another country is always a great opportunity, 
and I have gained immeasurably from the experience. 

"Perhaps the most important part of the visit was that my colleagues 
and I from southern Africa were allowed to make contact with people 
who have interests in and commitment to Africa. Having these 
contacts will be invaluable to us in our work in our home countries. 

"Together, we need to work to keep Africa in the hearts and minds of 
Americans, thus ensuring that the continent continues to receive 
funding, support and investment. Due to a troubled history, the 
nations of Africa face great obstacles: poverty, conflict and lack of 
development. The U.S. is not to blame for the troubles of Africa, but 
in our struggle to improve the lives of our people, we turn to the U.S. 
for aid. We depend on the generosity of wealthy and developed 
nations like the U.S. for the resources we require in order to rebuild 
ourselves. Africans do not wish to continually stand before wealthier 
nations, cap in hand, asking for handouts. We need aid now to 
develop the capacity to help ourselves. We also believe that no nation 
exists in isolation, and that the world community, including the U.S., 
would benefit from a situation in which all people live in peace and 
stability, with the means to live full and dignified lives. 

"Those of us who face the realities of life in southern Africa know 
that the process of development has a torturously long way to go. It 
was therefore very inspiring to meet dedicated individuals and 
organizations in the U.S. who are striving to ensure that Africa is not 
forgotten or sidelined as a lost cause. I am sure that I speak for the 
others when I say not only did the trip give us knowledge and ideas 
which will benefit us in our work in Parliament, it also reaffirmed our 
faith in humanity." 
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Partial List of Appointments 

NEW YORK CITY, NEW YORK 

Carol Amoruso, Freelance Journalist 
Aleah Bacquie 
Elizabeth Calvin, Executive Secretary, Ministry for Women and Children, General Board of Global 
Ministries, United Methodist Church 
Fred Davie, Manhattan Deputy Borough President 
Sharon Davison, Attorney 
Sue Ferguson, Volunteer, Community Church Shelter for the Homeless 
George M. Houser, Trustee, The Africa Fund; former Executive Director, American Committee on 
Africa 
Kakuna Kerina, Africa Program Coordinator, Committee to Protect Journalists 
Elizabeth Landis, Executive Board, American Committee on Africa 
William Landis, former Trustee, The Africa Fund 
Kerry McArthur, Women's Project, Human Rights Watch 
Jumoke Ogunkeyede, United Committee to Save Nigeria 
Joyce Rittenburg, Child Care Inc. 
Peggy Shepard, Executive Director, West Harlem Environmental Action 
Stephanie Urdang, Executive Board, American Committee on Africa 
Wyatt Tee Walker, Senior Pastor, Canaan Baptist Church; President, American Committee on Africa . 
Cora Weiss, President, Samuel Rubin Foundation 
Peter Weiss, Trustee, The Africa Fund 
Canon Frederick Williams, Treasurer, American Committee on Africa 
Susan Xenerios, Director, St. Lukes Roosevelt Hospital Rape Intervention Program 

ALBANY, NEW YORK 

Jeffrion L. Aubury, Assemblyman, New York State Legislature; Chair, New York State Black and 
Puerto Rican Legislative Caucus 
Frank Barbaro, Assemblyman, New York State Legislature 
Gloria Davis, Assemblywoman, New York State Legislature 
Arthur 0. Eve, Assemblyman, New York State Legislature 
Herman D. Farell, Jr., Assemblyman, New York State Legislature 
Efrain Gonzalez, Jr., Senator, New York State Legislature 
Roger Green, Assemblyman, New York State Legislature 
Aurelia Greene, Assemblywoman, New York State Legislature 
Earline H. Hill, Assemblywoman, New York State Legislature 
Jim Lack, Senator, New York Legislature; President, National Conference of State Legislatures 
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Franz Leichter, Senator, New York State Legislature 
Marty Markowitz, Senator, New York State Legislature 
H. Carl McCall, Comptroller, State of New York 
Olga Mendez, Senator, New York State Legislature 
Clarence Norman, Jr., Assemblyman, New York State Legislature 
N. Nick Perry, Assemblyman, New York State Legislature 
Larry Seabrook, Assemblyman, New York State Legislature 
James Seward, Senator, New York State Legislature 
Sheldon Silver, Speaker of the Assembly, New York State Legislature 
Albert Vann, Assemblyman, New York State Legislature 
Altron Waldon, Jr., Assemblyman, New York State Legislature 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

Khalil Abdullah, National Black Caucus of State Legislators 
Charles Bremer, Executive Director, National Black Caucus of State Legislators 
James Brooks, Director of International Programs, National League of Cities 
Mike Brown, United States Conference of Mayors 
Mary France Gordon, Manager, Constituency Service, National Black Caucus of Locally Elected 
Officials 
Dorothy L Height, President, National Council ofNegro Women 
Dr. Tilden LeMelle, President, University of the District of Columbia; Chair, The Africa Fund 
Onica Makwakwa, National Council ofNegro Women 
Donald Payne, Congressman; Chair, Congressional Black Caucus 
Kay Scrimger, U.S. Conference of Mayors 
Jennifer Tucker, Vice President, Center for Women Policy Studies 
Maxine Waters, Congresswoman; member, Congressional Black Caucus 
Leslie Wolfe, President, Center for Women Policy Studies 

CIDCAGO, ILLINOIS 

Rev. Joe Barndt, Crossroads Ministries 
Basil Clune, Crossroads Ministries 
Earlean Collins, Senator, Illinois State Legislature 
Jesus Garcia, Senator, Illinois State Legislature 
Joan Gerig and other members, Lutheran Coalition on Southern Africa 
Rickey Hendon, Senator, Illinois State Legislature 
Connie Howard, Representative, Illinois State Legislature 
Louvana Jones, Illinois State Legislature 
Representative for Harold Murphy, Representative, Illinois State Legislature 
Alice Palmer, Senator, Illinois State Legislature; Chair, International Affairs Committee, National 
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Black Caucus of State Legislators 
William Shaw, Senator, Illinois State Legislature 
Helen Shiller, Alderwoman, City of Chicago 
Margaret Smith, Senator, Illinois State Legislature 

ATLANTA, GEORGIA 

National Conference of Black Mayors 

Emanuel Cleaver, II, Mayor, Kansas City, Missouri; incoming President, National Conference of 
Black Mayors 
Robert B. Ingram, Mayor, Opa-Locka, Florida; President, National Conference of Black Mayors 
Callie Mobley, Mayor, Alorton, Illinois; Chair, Black Women Mayors' Caucus 

Georgia Coalition on Southern Africa 

Rev. Gerald Durley, Chair, Atlanta Concerned Black Clergy 
Tandi Gcabashe, Southern Africa Program Director, Atlanta American Friends Service Committee 
Heather Gray, Federation of Southern Cooperatives 
Michelle D. Kourouma, Executive Director, National Conference of Black Mayors 
Callie Mobley, Mayor, Alorton, Illinois; Chair, Black Women Mayors' Caucus 
Dr. Joseph L. Roberts, Jr., Senior Pastor, Ebenezer Baptist Church 
Gloria Tunubu, Councilmember, Atlanta City Council 

MONTGOMERY & EPES, ALABAMA 

Locy Baker, Representative, Alabama State Legislature 
Lucius Black, Representative, Alabama State Legislature 
Barbara Boyd, Representative, Alabama State Legislature 
Michael Box, Representative, Alabama State Legislature; incoming President, National Conference 
of State Legislatures 
James Buskey, Representative, Alabama State Legislature 
George Clay, Representative, Alabama State Legislature 
Sundra Escott-Russell, Representative, Alabama State Legislature 
Michael Figures, Senator, Alabama State Legislature 
Freedom Quilting Bee 
Laura Hall, Representative, Alabama State Legislature 
Andrew Hayden, Representative, Alabama State Legislature 

15 



John Hilliard, Representative, Alabama State Legislature 
Tommie Houston, Representative, Alabama State Legislature 
Thomas Jackson, Representative, Alabama State Legislature 
Fob James, Governor, Alabama 
Earnest Johnson, Representative, Alabama State Legislature 
Ernest Johnson, Credit Union Specialist, Federation of Southern Cooperatives 
Yvonne Kennedy, Representative, Alabama State Legislature 
John Knight, Representative, Alabama State Legislature 
Charles Langford, Representative, Alabama State Legislature 
Lawrence McAdory, Representative, Alabama State Legislature 
E.B. McClain, Representative, Alabama State Legislature 
Thad McClammy, Representative, Alabama State Legislature 
Joseph Mitchell, Representative, Alabama State Legislature 
Demetrius Newton, Representative, Alabama State Legislature 
George Perdue, Representative, Alabama State Legislature 
Thomas Reed, Representative, Alabama State Legislature 
John Rogers, Representative, Alabama State Legislature 
Hank Sanders, Representative, Alabama State Legislature 
Roger Smitherman, Representative, Alabama State Legislature 
Lewis Spratt, Representative, Alabama State Legislature 
Charles Steele, Representative, Alabama State Legislature 
James Thomas, Representative, Alabama State Legislature 
Gus Townes, Federation of Southern Cooperatives/Land Assistance Fund 

THE AFRICA FUND, NEW YORK CITY 

Jennifer Davis, Executive Director, The Africa Fund; accompanied the Delegation in New York and 
Washington, D.C. 
Irma Hunter Brown, Representative, Arkansas State Legislature; accompanied the Delegation in 
Albany, New York City and Washington, D.C. 
Richard Knight, Project Associate, The Africa Fund 
Dumisani S. Kumalo, Projects Director, The Africa Fund; accompanied the Delegation throughout 
their visit 
Pamela Simms-Difo, Consultant, The Africa Fund; accompanied the Delegation in Albany and New 
York City 
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Delegation Schedule 

SUNDAY, APRIL 21 NEW YORK CITY, NEW YORK 

Canaan Baptist Church 
Wyatt Tee Walker, Senior Pastor; President, American Committee on Africa 
Jacqueline De Graff, Chair, Women's Committee 

Lunch at Jennifer Davis' Apartment 

Orientation 
Jennifer Davis, Executive Director, The Africa Fund 
Irma Hunter Brown, Representative, Arkansas State Legislature 
Dumisani Kumalo, Projects Director, The Africa Fund 
Pamela Simms-Difo, Consultant, The Africa Fund 

MONDAY, APRIL 22 ALBANY, NEW YORK 

Meeting with Assemblyman Sheldon Silver, Speaker of Assembly 

Working Luncheon- Association of Black & Puerto Rican Legislators 
Attend Opening of Legislative Session 

Meeting with State Comptroller H. Carl McCall 

Meeting with Senator Jim Lack, President, National Conference of State Legislatures 

Reception 
Host: New York State Association of Black & Puerto Rican Legislators 

TUESDAY, APRIL 23 NEW YORK CITY, NEW YORK 

Violence Against Women Meeting 
St. Lukes' Roosevelt Hospital Rape Intervention Program 

Luncheon Meeting with Mrica Fund Staff 

Youth Development Meeting 
Host: Child Care Inc. 
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24 WASHINGTON, D.C. 

Breakfast Briefing with Women Leaders 
Host: Dorothy Height, National Council ofNegro Women 

Meeting with with Congressman Donald Payne 
Chair, Congressional Black Caucus 

Meeting with Congressional Black Caucus 

Meeting with Representative Maxine Waters 

Meeting with U.S. Conference of Mayors Staff 

University ofthe District of Columbia Reception for Community Leaders 
Hosts: Dr. Tilden LeMelle, President, University ofthe District of Columbia and Chair, The 
Africa Fund, and Provost Dr. Julius F. Nimmons, Jr. 

THURSDAY, APRIL 25 WASHINGTON, D.C. 

Meeting with Center for Women Policy Studies 

Working Luncheon with Staff of Elected Officials' Organizations 
Host: Charles Bremer, Executive Director, National Black Caucus of State Legislators 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

Round Table Dialogue with Community Groups 
Host: Crossroads Ministry and Lutheran Coalition on Southern Africa 

FRIDAY, APRIL 26 CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

Working Breakfast with State Legislators 
Host: Senator Alice Palmer 

Meeting with Helen Shiller and other City Councillors 

Observe Anti-Racism Workshop 
Host: Crossroads Ministries 

18 



SATURDAY, APRIL 27 ATLANTA, GEORGIA 

Meeting with Federation of Southern Cooperatives 

Participation in National Conference of Black Mayors Annual Meeting 

Meeting with Executive Committee of the National Conference of Black Mayors 

Guests at "Tribute to a Black American" Dinner 
Honoree: Dr. Maya Angelou 

SUNDAY, APRIL 28 ATLANTA, GEORGIA 

Breakfast Meeting with Black Women Mayors' Caucus 
Host: Mayor Callie Mobley, Chair 

Attend Church Service at Ebenezer Baptist Church 
Church where Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. presided. 
Host: Dr. Joseph L. Roberts, Jr., Senior Pastor 

Meeting with American Friends Service Committee and Georgia Coalition on Southern 
Africa 

MONDAY, APRIL 29 ATLANTA, GEORGIA 

Visit Martin Luther King, Jr. Center for Nonviolent Social Change, Inc. 

Meeting with City Councilmember Gloria Tunubu 

Attend Meeting of City Council Committee on Community Development 
Host: Councilmember Gloria Tunubu, Committee Chair 

TUESDAY, APRIL 30 MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA 

Meeting with Governor Fob James 

Tour State Capitol 
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Meeting with Representative Michael Box 
President-Elect, National Conference of State L~gislatures 

Attend Opening of Alabama State Legislature 
Hosts: Representatives Laura Hall and Joseph Mitchell 

Visit State Senate 
Host: Senator Michael Figures 

Visit Civil Rights Museum 

Working Dinner with Alabama Black Caucus 
Venue: Martha's Place 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 1 EPES, ALABAMA 

Meeting with rural organizers and community leaders 

Visit Alabama Rural Projects 

Visit Freedom Quilting Bee Cooperative 

Visit Credit Union 

THURSDAY, MAY 2 NEW YORK CITY, NEW YORK 

Visit Homeless Shelter 

FRIDAY,MAY3 NEW YORK CITY, NEW YORK 

Evaluation meeting with Africa Fund Staff 
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TRUSTEES 

Tilden LeMelle, Chair 
Marsha Bonner, Vice Chair 
Marvin Rich, Treasurer 

Owen Bieber 
Robert Boehm 
Salih Booker 
Elizabeth Calvin 
George M. Houser 
Margaret Marshall 
Andrew Norman 
Jack Sheinkman 
Venita Vinson 
Wyatt Tee Walker 
Peter Weiss 

Jennifer Davis, Executive Director 

The Africa Fund 
17 John Street, 12th Floor 
New York, NY 10038 
United States of America 
Phone: (212) 962-12 10 
Fax: (212) 964-8570 
E-Mail: africafund@igc.apc.org 
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