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A MESSAGE T01HE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES 

We, as representatives of non-governmental organizations from twelve 

countries, met in your capital city from 29 November to 2 December. We 

were reminded of your struggle for independence and self-determination. 

We gathered to discuss the plight of the people of Namibia who aspire 

to the same rights for themselves and who have been struggling both 

politically and militarily to achieve them. 

Justice, equality, freedom, and the rule of law are values for 

which Americans continue to struggle; they are at the very heart of 

democracy. Namibians have been denied these rights, first by Germany 

and later by South Africa. They suffer violations of individual and 

political rights, arbitrary detention without trial, torture, impris

onment for political beliefs and military rule, all at the hands of 

the South African government, which rules them illegally by force. 

There is no case in international law where a more decisive judgement 

as to the illegality of occupation of a land by a foreign power has been 

rendered. 

We are distressed that a combination of economic interests and 

political misconceptions by the Government of the United States has caused 

it to take actions which have prolonged the struggle of the Namibian 

people for their independence and delayed the holding of free elections 

by the United Nations in Namibia. It introduceddemands that the Angolan 

government expel its Cuban allies before a cease fire can take place be

tween South African forces and Namibian patriots fighting under the leader-
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ship of SWAPO. Yet it condones South Africa's constant attacks 

on Angola, and in 1981 was the only Government to veto a Security 

Council resolution condemning South Africa's invasion of Angola. 

We appeal to you to reject a policy of collaboration with racism 

and violent repression and to call on your government to support the 

aspirations of the Namibian people for independence and self-determination, 

including the holding of free elections under United Nations supervision 

and control. 

We urge you to demand that your Government: 

(1) Insist that the South African Government bring about an immediate 

cease fire and the implementation of United Nations Security Council 

Resolution 435 of 1978 designed to bring Namibia to internationally

recognized independence. 

(2) Separate completely its concern about the presence of Cuban troops 

in Angola from the just claim of the Namibian people, for independent 

nationhood as upheld by the United Nations and by international law. 

(3) In the event of South Africa continuing its intransigence in the 

matter, support mandatory sanctions in the Security Council of the 

United Nations. 

(4) Give effect in the United States to the Decree of the United Nations 

Council for Namibia for the Protection of the Natural Resources of Namibia. 
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FINAL DECLARATION 

We, as representatives of non-governmental organizations from twelve 

countries, affirm that the basic problem concerning Namibia is the illegal 

South African occupation of the territory, in defiance of the decisions 

of the United Nations and the International Court of Justice. The just 

struggle of the Namibian people under the leadership of SWAPO is the response 

of people seeking their freedom, and deserves the fullest international 

support. 

The Role of Transnational Corporations 

Information provided at the Seminar showed conclusively that the 

South African regime has, in recent years, and with the collaboration of 

transnational corporations, accelerated the process of the exploitation 

of Namibia's natural resources. Their activities have gained momentum 

despite strong protests by the international community and numerous 

resolutions of the United Nations against such exploitation. 

The transnational corporations most active in Namibia are of North 

American, West European and South African origin. Their activities are 

directed at the major sectors of the Namibian economy, in the mining, 

financial and agricultural sectors. 

Mining in Namibia has proved highly profitable for the transnational 

corporations. The easy repatriation of profits has allowed the home 

countries of the transnational corporations t~ systematically remove 

thousands of millions of dollars of Namibia's weal~h from the country. 

The Namibians themselves have not benefitted from their enormous mineral 

wealth. 
/ 
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But the shareholders of companies such as Consolidated Diamond Mines 

(South Africa), Rio Tinto Zinc (British) and AMAX and Newmont Mining 

(American) have made spectacular profits, out of all proportion to their 

original investment. These intensive mining operations are depleting 

the mineral resources of Namibi~which can never be replaced. The 

uranium mining has been done with minimal safety and health provisions, 

resulting in the slow poisoning of both land and people. 

The involvement of foreign banks in Namibia has assisted the South 

Africans in financing their illegal administration of the territory. This 

has resulted in the expansion of the oppressive administrative structures, 

and is also used to attract new foreign investors to Namibia to share in 

the exploitation of the country. 

In the fishing sector the desire for excessive short-term profits 

by transnational corporations has led to the virtual collapse of the 

Namibian fishing industry, the exhaustion of another of Namibia's natural 

resources. Karakul sheep and cattle farming have led to excessive over

g+azing resulting in the creeping extension of desert areas, further 

damaging Namibia's natural environment. 

Throughout the years the transnational corporations have benefitted 

from the apartheid labor laws and customs enforced by South Africa in 

Namibia. They have been allowed to underpay and neglect the social con

ditions of their employees. This direct and brutal exploitation of Namibian 

workers is also part of the negative influence transnational corporations 

have had in Namibia. 

In the light of South Africa's illegal occupation of Namibia, the 

Seminar found that the continuing operation of the transnational corpora-
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tions has serious political and strategic ~onsequences. All mining 

operations in Namibia occur in defiance of Decree No. 1 of the United 

Nations Council for Namibia which prohibits mining operations while the 

territory is illegally occupied. This means that the transnational cor

porations collabor~te with South Africa in defying U.N. decisions, and that 

the transnational corporations fear that an end to the illegal occupation 

will mean an end to their excessive profits. In addition, the political 

influence of the transnational corporations in their home countries and 

in some cases the strategic importance of their operations in Namibia, 

as for instance the production of uranium, has led the governments of 

such countries to obstruct the struggle for Namibian independence. The 

involvement of the transnational corporations with South Africa has also 

strengthened South Africa's military capacity. All five members of the 

Western Contact Group have major transnational corporate involvement in 

Namibia. The lack of progress by the Contact Group since 1978 has not 

only prevented Namibians from attaining their independence, but has also 

given the transnational corporations the chance to operate unhindered 

for a few more years in an illegally-occupied Namibia. 

The Tripoli Declaration 

We welcome the Tripoli Declaration on Namibia issued by thirty-one 

African heads of state on 26 .November 1982 and we commend this declaration 

as an expression of Africa's concern with the lack of progress in the nego

tiations by the Western Contact Group. It particularly "rejects all attempts 

to establish any linkage or parallelism between the independence of 

Namibia and any extraneous issues, in particular the withdrawal of Cuban 

forces from Angola and emphasizes unequivocally that the persistence of 

such attempts would only retard the decolonization process in Namibia." 
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The Western Contact Group 

Considerable concern exists in Africa and throughout the world over 

the activities of the so-called "Contact States": U.S.A., Britain, Canada, 

Federal Republic of Germany and France. The activities of these five NATO 

states have not only failed to achieve the stated objectives but served to 

permit further procrastination by South Africa. Accordingly this Inter

national Seminar calls upon the United Nations Council of Namibia to re

sume its full responsibility concerning the future of Namibia, including 

matters arising from the negotiations. The liberation of Namibia pursuant 

to the decisions of the United Nations and international law is the sole 

responsibility of the United Nations; it should not permit these five 

"Contact States" to usurp the functions of the Council for Namibia. 

The International Seminar urgently recommends to the U.N. Council for 

Namibia to take effective measures to secure the implementation of U.N. 

Decree No. 1 for the protection of the Natural Resources of Namibia. With 

this end in view, it is recommended that a Special Prosecutor, or Pro

secutors, be appointed to direct and supervise the implementation of the 

Decree. It is further recommended that groups of lawyers should be 

formed in different countries to assist in the implementation of the Decree 

at national level; such lawyers' groups should work in contact with 

existing Namibia support groups. 

Recommendations 

The working groups of the conference examined the opportunities open 

to governments, United Nations agencies, and primarily Non-Governmental 

Organizations for political and economic action, for material aid to 

SWAPO, and for the exchange of information. 
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Political action should be aimed at isolating South Africa on all 

levels, ensuring political support for SWAPO and the Frontline states, 

pressurizing the Contact Group countries to drop the linkage of Angolan 

politics to the Namibian liberation question, and ensuring recognition 

of the U.N. Council for Namibia as the legal authority of Namibia until 

independence. 

On the national and local level political campaigns on Namibia 

should be centered on the local presence of transnational corporations 

operating in Namibia, and strategic harbor facilities. The information 

presented to this conference should be edited, indexed, and presented 

for consideration tothe United Nations and Organization of African Unity 

Conference on Namibia to be held in Paris in April 1983. 

Economic action should be aimed at forcing corporations to cease their 

activities in Namibia, especially in regard to the expropriation of Namibia's 

mineral resources, and campaigning for mandatory comprehensive economic 

sanctions against South Africa. The mandatory arms embargo must be 

strictly enforced and extended. 

Further campaigning issues aimed at policies of divestment, an oil 

embargo, South Africa's links to the International Monetary Fund, etc. 

should also include local trade union participation. 

Material aid to SWAPO should be stepped up in this crucial phase of 

the struggle. Aid projects should be aimed not only at supplying essential 

food and medicines, but also at assisting SWAPO in building up its structures 

in line with its responsibilities as a national liberation movement. 

A system for the exchange of information on political developments, 

political and economic action and material aid programs should be 

established. 
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