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December 20, 1984 

Representative Les AuCoin 
2159 Rayburn Bui!d)ng 
Washington, DC; 20515 

Dear Representative AuCoin: 

As a group of volunteers, Portlanders Organized for Southern African Freedom (POSAF), 
whose primary focus has been the cultural boycott of artists/entertaine'rs who have gone 
to South Africa, we also keep close tabs on most issues which are related to South 
Africa. Of recent note, the' detention of outspoken South Africans is causing a great rleal 
of concern among many people in the U.S. 

As you probably know, in order to call to the attention of the national and international 
public, prominent Black Congressional members and others are taking the lead in 
denouncing the detentions, both Black and white, of those who are speaking out against 
the racist system of apartheid. We, therefore, respectfully ask what is your role going to 
be in rega;ds to recent/future developments in South Africa? Will you join your 
Congressional colleagues in demonstrations there in Washington? As an Oregon delegate, 
will you be as bold as the late \Vayne ~ .forse and take a stand against all phases of U.S. 
cooperation with South Africa, like Mr. ~Aorse did in relationship to Vietnam? 

To bring matters closer to home, would you be willing to take the lead in closing the 
South African honorary consulate here in Oregon? Related to the matter of political 
detention, a young high school exchange student, Kate Philip, who attended three 
Portland area schools in 1978-79, was detained. She has been released, although our last 
report was that she spoke publicly in Durban, South Africa, which makes her subject to 
arrest once again. While living in Portland, Miss Philip apparently had a profound impact 
upon her fellow students, teachers, and host families. Upon hearing of her detention, 
members of her host families immediately called and wrote letters to South Africa anrl 
the U.S. State Department. These efforts were ·very important for Philip's release. We 
would hope the same efforts could be applied to the release of people like Nelson 
Mandela and Walter Sisulu. I.Ve ask that you put forth the effort. Also, the Rev. Allan 
Boesak of South Africa, who was a visitor to Oregon this year, is currently under 
investigation by the South African government. We ask if the so-called investigation is a 
thorough one, that yot1 put a stop to any inquiries about Rev. l3oesak's activities here in 
Oregon. 
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We request that your respond to our concerns and questions as soon as possible. 
Realizing there are many pressing issues nationally and internationally, the most pressing 
issue has to be South Africa due to American policy which has been one of tolerance. 
Tolerance in our way of thinking cannot be maintained much longer. The United States 
has stood firm against any action contrary to its various systems of belief, and has for 
the most part done so either economically or militarily. Jn the case of South Africa, 
America looks the other w~y. · 

Sincerely, 

0-~fva---;,_,~": rr) . 
Benjamin ,\;\. Priestley for 
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