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TESTIMONY - PUCHINSKI COMMITTEE 
CHICAGO CITY COUNCIL - FEBRUARY 22, 1988 

Good morning, ladies and gentlemen. My name is Basil Clunie, and I am 

Co-Chair of the Chicago Committee in Solidarity with Southern Africa (CCISSA). 

On behalf of CCISSA, I would like to relate some facts about the current situation 

in Southern Africa, and speak in support of this resolution. Others are relating 

information about the detentions of labor leaders and others in South Africa, I 

would like to speak in support of the inclusion of the Comprehensive Sanctions 

act, R.R. 1580/S.556. 

Support of H.R. 1580/S.556 is necessary because a) loopholes in the 1985 

Anti-Apartheid Act as administered by the current administration threaten to 

lessen the effect of the Act, b) there is demonstrated evidence since 1985 that 

this type of sanction,' has had a positive effect in forcing the South African 

government to face a new reality, and c) support of national sanctions legislation 

by city councils, mayors, local church, labor and community groups has proven to 

be the way that the message most effectively gets to Washington legislators that 

Americans will not stand to have their pension funds, their tax dollars, or 

companies and banks they choose to do business with, supporting a government that 

kills and maims its own and its neighbors' people by the hundreds of thousands. 

lat ion: 

R.R. 1580/S.556 redresses the following loopholes in in the current legis-

a) Bans all investment in and bank loans to South Africa and 
occupied Namibia. Requires disinvestment within six months 
of the passage of the bill. 

b) Bans all trade with South Africa, except certain strategic 
minerals if the President determines them vital. 

c) Prohibits all U.S. military and intelligence cooperation with 
South Africa, including arms sales and transfers of intelligence 
monitoring equipment. 

d) deletes language regarding initiatives by cities and states 
and local divestment actions. 

The effect of sanctions, as is well known, is not immediate and decisive, 

but medium- to long-term, continuous, and constrictive, while being non-violent. 

In the case of South Africa, the effects of sanctions is already bearing fruit. 
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STATEMENT/2 

Less than one month ago, President Botha of South Africa, speaking before the 

South African parliament, announced a 'privatization' program of several of 

South Africa's state-owned industries. One of Apartheid's strengths has been that 

within South Africa, an a lleged democratic capitalist state, the government has 

owned the electric supply , the coal-into-oil industry, the armaments industry, 

the steel industry and much of the post s and telecommunications infrastructure. 

A lack of liquid cash a nd gu a ranteed loans has apparently forced this change. 

Simultaneously, President Botha announced a wage freeze for several categories of 

government workers. 

These economic changes are now a ff ec ting all of South Africa's economy; 

for the first time, not only the blacks at the bottom are suffering. It is im

portant to realize that sanctions work primarily because of South Africa's in

credible increases in its military budge ts, ma de necessary by the following: 

-the cost of main t a ining a 100,000 person army of occupation in occ. Namibia 
(estimated at over $1,000,000 per day). 

-the costs of maintaining 6,000 troops with planes, armored personnel 
carriers, supplies and the supply of Unita rebels inside Angola 

- the costs of maintaining ongoing supply, air- and sea-drops to the 
MNR rebels in Mozambique 

- the costs of maintaining military occupation of townships within South 
Africa itself, and arming and directing armies of so-called 'vigilanties' 

- the costs of mounting direct attacks on its neighboring states, including 
but not limited to Angola, Mozambique, Namibia, Botswana, Swaziland, 
Zimbabwe, Lesotho and Zambia. 

All this takes an incredible amount of monetary resources. According to 

conservative estimates from the Internationa l Institute for Strategic Studies 

annual publication "Military Balance", South Africa's military spending has 

increased: 

56.4 % since the sanctions bill-1986 

78.1 % since the state of e mergency-1985 

605.7 % since Soweto/1,000 shot dead-1976 

15,093.0 % since Sharpeville- 1960 

RM4,274/RM6,685 

3,755/RM6,685 

948/RM6,685 

44/RM6,685 

Without comprehensive sanctions, we aid in buying weapons to continue the 

massacres. 
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