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COSATU 1s Naidoo Calls for 
Increasing Ties to AFL-CIO 

Jay Naidoo, general secretary of 
the Congress of Sauth African Trade 
Unions (COSATU) spoke to the AFL
CIO Executive Cauncil meeting in 
Miami, Florida on February 21, 1991. 
His remarks outline COSATU's fight 
against the government's destabiliza
tion campaign, and the Congress' goals 
for this year. 

The core of the apartheid 
system has always been the control 
of the cost, allocation and supply of 
black labour - the perpetuation of a 
cheap labour system - that kept 
milli~ns of black people living in 
poverty and deprivation. The 
apartheid system sought by brutal 
repression to maintain this system 
through detentions of tens of thou
sands of political activists, bannings 
of our organizations, the use of 
death squads to eliminate leader
ship. 

But the mass resistance of our 
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people, combined with the cam
paign to isolate apartheid by our 
international allies caused a struc
tural crisis which compelled the 
National Party to make the an
nouncements they made on Febru
ary 2nd, 1990. 

February 2nd, 1990, was 
therefore a victory for us. However 
the last year has seen many disturb
ing developments. An upsurge of 
violence spread through South 
Africa. This very often was por
trayed as ''black on black" violence 
by people - even those sympathetic 
to our struggle against apartheid. 

The Sou th African govern
ment has used what they described 
as a counter-revolutionary strategy 
to destabilize its opposition. In 
Mozambique they created the 
Renamo, the Koevoet in Namibia, 
UNIT A in Angola. The use of third 
party vigilantes inside South Africa 
was cheaper and more convenient 
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as it could be portrayed on televi
sion screens across the world as 
''black on black" violence rather 
than white security forces shooting 
black people. 

There was substantive evi
dence that powerful sections of the 
security forces were involved in or
chestrating this violence by arming 
vigilantes, refusing to disarm mobs 
attacking township residents, 
failing to investigate and prosecute 
those leading this campaign. 

We are hopeful that given the 
recent meeting between delegation 

conrinued on r:xiges 6-7 

Joy Naidoo, general secretary of C05ATU 

~ @fJJJ flfm@f![fj] JJ.flrt ff({;@ 
Naidoo talks to AFL-CIO 
Mandela talks to miners 
Ya-Otto on Namibia 

Hands Off COSATU! page 3 

page 1 
page 2 
page 4 

California Labor Federation 
calls for sanctions 

Walk-a-thon raises $1200 
Remembering Lorraine Box 

page3 
page 6 
page8 



Mandela Urges Mineworkers: 
11Isolate the Vigilantes! 

tion. Isolate the vigilantes, and act 
against the levies for the purchase 
of weapons. Refuse to be part of 
Pretoria's plans to decimate our 
people and your organization, the 
ANC. Expose, for all the world to 
see, the role of the warlords and 
who they serve. You can help bring 
an end to this blood-letting which 
threatens the very future of our 
country. 

Nelson Mandela, Deputy 
President of the African National Con
gress, spoke to South Africa's miners, 
delegates to the 7th Congress of the Na
tional Union of Mineworkers, in Johan
nesburg an April 27, 1991 . 

The ANC recognizes that the 
mining industry is facing a crisis of 
unprecedented magnitude. Johan
nesburg, the "City of Gold", bears 
the scars of decades of burrowing 
deep underground for that most 
precious of metals, gold. The dust 
that blows into the townships 
comes from the mine dumps that 
have become a geographical feature 
of this city. But the scars that cover 
the most painful wounds are those 
deep inside every mineworker in 
this country. 

You know what it is to work 
in the heat deep in the bowels of the 
earth. You know the fear of being 
buried alive underground. You 
know the humiliation of body 
searches and being treated like 
worthless cattle. You know the 
lonliness of hostel life, the control of 
your every move. You know the 
pain~ul death that comes from in
haling the dust that destroys your 
lungs, that kills your children when 
they play in dumps of blue asbestos 
waste. 

Yet it is your sweat and blood 
that has created the vast wealth that 
white South Africa enjoys. You dig 
for diamonds, platinum, gold - the 
precious metals that adorn the rich. 
Yet in times of crisis, such as the 
industry now faces, you are the first 
to be retrenched [laid off]. In the 
recent past 60,000 workers have lost 
their jobs. Thousands more are 
threatened. 

• • • 
But the crisis in the mining 

industry is not the only one facing 
us. The violence ravaging our 
country is of such proportions that 
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we have presented the government 
with a set of demands and a 
deadline of May 9, or we will not 
proceed with the planned all-party 
congress nor hold any discussions 
on the future constitution for South 
Africa. 

It goes without saying that 
those of us who have spent so many 
wasted, lonely years in apartheid's 
prisons, and who have been re
leased, have a special obligation 
and concern for the thousands of 
political prisoners still behind bars. 
The government has turned the 
Pretoria Minute, a political docu
ment mutually agreed upon, into a 
legal quagmire. 

• • • 
I would like to discuss with 

you our perspective on the vio
lence, and why we found it neces
sary to put demands before the 
government, including the dis
missal of Ministers Vlok and Malan. 
The violence is designed to create 
division among the African people, 
especially between Zulu and Xhosa, 
hostel-dweller and township resi
dent. Mine workers have a very 
important role to play in defusing 
the tensions. Hostels have been 
identified as sources 

It is also necessary to address 
the question of sanctions. We 
regret the decision of the European 
community to unilaterally decide to 
lift sanctions. We repeat that the 
time is not yet right for such action. 
De Klerk has come this far only 
because of pressure, including 
international action in the form of 
sanctions. To relax this pressure 
now means that the government 
will feel less compelled to fulfil its 
obligations. If anybody needs to be 
rewarded, it is the ANC for initiat
ing the peace process. 

This decision also once again 
shows clearly how Europe allies 
itself with white SouthAfrica, and 
has no regard for the lives, the 
views and the needs of black South 
Africa. We are the victims. Yet 
they reward the jailer for letting a 
little more light into our hell-hole. 
It is regrettable that race still plays 
such a significant part in decision
making even as we enter the much
heralded 21st century. 

of violence, where 
guns are kept and 
weapons training 
takes place. This 
violence only serves 
to enslave us, 
turning brother 
against brother 
while white South 

We ore the victims. Yet 
they reword the jailer for 
letting a little more light 

into our hell-hole. 

Africa pretends to stand above the 
conflict. It presents the picture that 
South Africa can only know stabil
ity and prosperity with whites in 
control. 

We call on all of you to organ
ize in the hostels. Act together with 
the township residents to isolate 
those who bring death and destruc-

We call on all our compatriots 
to look beyond the propaganda that 
seeks to portray de Klerk as a con
quering hero on this issue. 

• • • 
Therefore we are particularly 

encouraged by the strong resolution 
taken by this congress on sanctions. 

continued on i::oge 5 



Hands off COSATU! 
Since its founding, the Congress of South African 

Trade Unions has been the target of a massive, organ
ized campaign of violence. Union offices have been re
peatedly bombed and attacked - the National Union of 
Metalworkers had offices attacked in July 1989, October 
1990 and January 1991. The National Union of Mine
workers' offices were bombed in June, 1990, and more 
bombs were found outside other offices. 

Union leaders are also attacked. COSA TU leader 
Jeffrey Vilane was shot twice in April, 1990. The homes 
of both Vilane and Mineworkers organizer Solly 
Rasmeni were burned down. On February 16, 1991, 
Beki Mlagani, a human rights lawyer associated with 
COSATU, was assasinated by a bomb planted in a set 
of earphones. 

According to the ANC and COSATU, the apart
heid government still holds over 3000 political prison
ers. Many of them are trade unionists, and some of 
them sit on death row. 

Your union can help defend South African trade 
unionists. Pass resolutions demanding a halt to the 
violence, supporting continued sanctions. Send them 
to President Bush and South African State President 
F.W. de Klerk. For more information, contact the 
FSALC, c/o GMP Local 164B, 8140 Baldwin, Oakland, 
CA 94621 (549-0291 or 223-5756), or write to Michael 
Fleshman at the Africa Fund Labor Desk, 198 Broad
way, New York, NY 10038. 

Chris Hani, commander of Umkhonto We Sizwe, the armed wing of 
the African National Congress, and member of the political burear 
of the SACP, visited the U.S. on a national tour in April. He called 
for maintaining sanctions throughout his visit. "Sanctions were 
imposed,' he said, "because apartheid is regarded as a crime 
against humanity. That government is still in power. What has 
changed to justify lifting sanctions? The people, the victims of 
oppression, should decide when sanctions should be lifted. That is 
why we ore appealing to you, brothers and sisters, not to allow 
President Bush to lift them." 

Anno Zlemrnskl 

Offices of the National Education, Health 
and Allied Workers Union in Johannesburg 
after September, 1988 arson attack. 

California AFL-CIO Supports 
Retaining Apartheid Sanctions 

The Executive Council of the 
California Labor Federation has 
called for maintaining sanctions 
against South Africa until that 
country has a new constitution 
guaranteeing an end to racial 
oppression. 

The action was taken when 
the council unanimously adopted 
a resolution submitted by Vice 
President Owen Marron. 

It is patterned after a similar 
resolution passed earlier by the 
Alameda County Central Labor 
Council, of which Marron is 
executive secretary-treasurer. 

The resolution charges that 
while South Africa has embarked 
upon a public relations campaign 

to "convince the international com
munity of its intention to dis
mantle apartheid, the government 
there actually is trying to perpetu
ate violence, more economic and 
political controls and preservation 
of minority rule." 

It notes also that Geroge 
Bush is likely to request the lifting 
of sanctions. 

The council went on record 
favoring the retention of sanctions 
"until such time that a constitution 
is in place that guarantees a truly 
democratic, non-racial, majority 
government..." 

Thanks to Floyd Tucker and the 
California AFL-CIO News. 

El 
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Exclusive Labor News JnfeNiew 

Namibian Trade Unions and 
the New SWAPO Government 

When Namibia became inde
pendent in March, 1990, it marked 
the end of more than 100 years of 
colonization. Known as "South 
West Africa," it was ruled first by 
Germany and later by South Africa. 

Two organizations that played 
key roles in Namibia's independ
ence movement were the South 
West Africa Peoples' Organization 
(SW APO) and the National Union 
of Namibian Workers (NUNW). 
After South Africa withdrew from 
Namibia and the people voted, 
SW APO became the new nation's 
dominant political party. With the 
end of apartheid, which was 
imposed by South Africa, the 
NUNW became free to organize 
workers without racial restrictions. 

for a future South African 
constitution. 

John Ya-Otto has been the 
general secretary of the NUNW 
since 1976. His office occupies a 
building near downtown Wind
hoek, Namibia's capital. Perhaps 
this is a sign of progress. Two years 
ago, the NUNW could have neither 
owned nor rented space in this 
building, nor anywhere else within 
miles of it. Trade unions still have a 
lot of work to do to improve the 
condition of Namibian workers, but 
the head of the NUNW sees inde
pendence as the beginning of a new 
era in organized labor. 

David Shelton interviewed Ya 
Otto in August, 1990, for South 
Africa Labor News, and learned 
what the American and European 
labor movements can do to help 
Namibian workers. This is the first 
of a two-part series of interviews 
with Namibian 

advocated over the years that 
Walvis Bay is part and parcel of 
Namibia. If Walvis Bay is not 
returned, the workers are even 
ready to take up arms and fight, to 
bring Walvis Bay back where it 
belongs. So we support the U.N. 
Security Council resolution that 
says that Walvis Bay is an integral 
part of Namibia. 

SALN: Now that SW APO is 
in power, what is the relationship 
between the unions and the govern
ment? 

JY: It is sound and excellent, 
and we hope that it will continue to 
be that way. We feel that SW APO 
is our government, and will work in 
the interest of the people. So we see 
a cemented and consolidated 
relationship between workers and 
SW APO. 

That does not mean that we 
will remain silent when the govern
ment goes wrong. Certainly, we 
will criticize and will not fear to 
speak of our aspirations as workers 
to the government. Among the 
workers we have members of 
Parliament who will see that laws 
bring dignity to workers. As for 

The problems posed by South 
African rule have not ended. Most 
of the economy is still in the hands 
of the white minority, just as it was 
before independence. Moreover, 
South Africa still controls 
Namibia's only deep-water port, 
Walvis Bay. 

labor leaders. 
We feel that SWAPO is our 

There are approximately 1.5 
million people living in Namibia. 
About half a million people make 
up its workforce, some 33 percent 
of whom are unemployed. Less 
than 20 percent of the total (86,000 
workers) belong to NUNW. The 
principle unions of that organiza
tion are the Mineworkers, the Met
alworkers, and the Food and Allied 
Workers. 

Namibia is not the South 
Africa of the future . The latter is a 
much larger and more complex 
society. But apartheid is as much a 
part of Namibia's past as it is a part 
of South Africa's present. Thus, 
South Africa will have some lessons 
to learn from Namibia's experience. 
Moreover, many ANC leaders see 
Namibia's consititution as a model 
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SALN: 
What does a 
free South 
Africa mean 
for Namibian 

government, and will work in 
the interest of the people. 

workers? 
JY: We in the labor movement 

in Namibia give out total support to 
the struggle in South Africa; to 
assist them where we can, in order 
for them to accelerate the eradica
tion of the apartheid system in their 
country. Once apartheid has been 
liquidated in South Africa, we'll see 
good neighborliness, an end to ag
gression in the region, and stability 
for our country Namibia. 

SALN: What will the return 
of Walvis Bay mean to the Namib
ian labor movement? 

JY: The labor movement has 

wages, we advocate a living wage 
for workers and an end to discrimi
natory wages - based on the color of 
workers' skin. That, of course, we 
shall not allow. 

SALN: What is the connec
tion between the labor movements 
in Namibia and South Africa? 

JY: We have recently started 
cooperating with COSA TU. We 
also tried to strengthen our ties as 
workers. Some of the companies 
based in South Africa have 
branches here. Some of the compa
nies based here have branches in 
South Africa. On that basis we can 



John Ya-Otto, general secretary of the 
National Union of Namibian Workers 

Mandela, continued 
Your decision to call for the 

maintenance of sanctions reflects 
the views of hundreds of thousands 
of working people, and should be 
listened to. 

We have entered negotiations 
so that our country can know peace 
and freedom. The purpose of these 
negotiations is to ensure that we 
emerge with a democratic govern
ment, a new constitution and a 
country which is governed by the 
people, for the poeple. We demand 
our rightful place in the land of our 
birth. We want one person one 
vote in a united, non-racial and 
democratic South Africa. 

We feel that the way to 
achieve this is through the follow
ing steps: 

• An all-party congress, 
which is as exclusive as possible, so 
that we try to get common agree-

put pressure on the government of 
South Africa. 

SALN: What is the Namibian 
trade union movement asking of 
European and American workers? 

JY: We expect the labor 
movements of the world, both 
nationally and internationally, to 
assist us. We want them to extend 
a hand of friendship and solidarity, 
like assisting a new-born baby who 
needs care. We need financial, 
material and technical assistance. 

We receive support at the 
present moment by engaging in 
projects assisted by outside trade 
unions in Europe. We'd like to 
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ment on the framework to guide 
our way forward. 

• An interim government, 
to last a maximum of 18 months, 
which oversees the whole process 
of free and fair elections to a 
constituent assembly. This must be 
an effective government with the 
means to control the security forces. 

• A constituent assembly 
elected by one person, one vote on 
the basis of proportional represen
tation. It is this body that will draw 
up a new constitution for the 
country. 

It is precisely this process that 
the violence and destabilization is 
designed to prevent. 

The ANC National Confer
ence is a few weeks away. Dele
gates from across the country, 
representing hundreds of thou
sands of people, will gather in 

move away from that sort of 
situation towards self-reliance and 
self-sufficiency. In order to be self
reliant, we still need help from 
unions outside Namibia. There are 
very financially strong unions in 
Scandinavia, Holland and the U.S. 
For many years, we were alienated 
by trade unions in America, par
ticularly the AFL-CIO. We want 
sound relationships and exchange 
of delegations. We'd like them to 
come help us until we've gotten on 
our feet. Despite ideological differ
ences that have existed in the past, 
we should not put ideology in the 
face of worker solidarity. 

Durban in the first week in July. 
We hope that there will be a strong 
delegation from branches of the 
ANC that are in the mines. We 
want your views, your demands 
and your interests to also inform 
our discussions and decisions. You 
have a major role to play in our 
attempts to create a country and a 
future where democratice practice 
is the norm and the rights of work
ing people are respected. We want 
a national culture of respect for 
each other, for our customs and 
traditions, for our different skin 
colours and religions. We want this 
not only in law but in the very 
fabric of our society. 

Long live the National Union 
of Mineworkers! 

Long live the alliance between 
COSATU, the ANC and the SACP! 

b 



.. 

The 13ay Area's labor movement 
took solidarity a big step beyond speeches 
and resolutions recently by raising and 
sending ~ 1200 to help the Congress of 
South African Trade Unions (COSATU), and 
one of its affiliates, the South African Rail
way and Harbour Workers Union 
(SARHWU). On Saturday, April 20, the 
Free South Africa Labor Committee and 
the Service Employees Local 790 Human 
and Civil Rights Committee sponsored their 
first walk-a-thon at Oakland's Lake Merritt. 
Warehouse Local 6 of the International 
Longshoremen' sand Warehousemen's 

Naidoo, continued 
of the ANC and lnkatha, led by 
their respective presidents, that a 
basis is being created for the neces
sary political solution. This will 
have to be based on the full com
mitment of all parties to the prin
ciples of freedom of association, the 
right to meet, organize and canvass 
for members. The democratic 
movement in South Africa, led by 
the ANC and including COSA TU, 
has always operated on these 
principles. 

We have to pressure the de 
Klerk government to act strongly 
against members of the security 
forces who undermine these prin
ciples or collaborate in this vio-

d 

Union contributed special help in raising 
~ 200 for SARHWU 

Some 50 people walked the 3 .5 
mile course around the lake, and later 
rallied in support of COSATU and SARHWU. 
The walk and rally show growing support by 
13ay Area unions for strong sanctions. 

The FSALC and HCRC 790 dedicated 
the walk-a-thon to the memory of labor 
and anti-apartheid activist Lorraine 13ox, 
member of SEIU Local 535. Over 100 
individuals contributed money in the course 
of the walk-a-thon, more than can be listed 
here, but thanks go out to all of them. We 

Jenee. They have to go further to 
make the security forces account
able to the South African people, 
and to implement a publicly enfor
cable code of conduct governing 
their behavior. 

It is very clear that the Nation
alist Party is not yet prepared to 
accept fundamental change. It still 
seeks to determine the agenda of 
change and therefore allows the 
violence to breed as it destabilizes 
the attempts by the progressive 
movements to consolidate demo
cratic grassroot organizations. 

• • • 
We are a trade union federa

tion and therefore our primary 

would like, however, to thank the 
following organizations for their donations: 

The Central Labar Caund~ of Alameda, 5an 
Francisca ood 5an Mateo CalX1tles: Amalgamated Transit 
Union Locals 192 and 15 7 4; Hotel and P.estaumnt Em
ployees Loco~ 2 and 28: International Brothemaod of 
Electrical Workers Local 1011 : the Pacific Northwest 
District Council of the International Ladles' Garment 
Workers' Union; lnternanonal Longshoremens' and Ware
housemens' Union Locals 6 and 10; lronworkers Local 
78: National Association of Letter Carriers Local 214; 
Glass, Molders and Plastics Workers Local 164B: Oaklood 
Education Association; Office ood Professional Employees 
Local 29: Service Employees Locals 250, 5~5. 616 and 
790; United Educators of San Francisco; United Transpor
tation Union Local 1741; Urlted Food ood Commercial 
Workers Local 1100: the Labar Studies Department of 
San Francisco City College; and the Vukanl Mawethu 
Choir. 

activity was the defense of the 
economic interests of our members. 
1990 was significant in that we suc
ceeded in reversing, after two years 
of struggle, the anti-worker amend
ments introduced by the govern
ment in 1988 to restrict democratic 
worker rights. This year the focus 
is going to revolve around restruc
turing institutions that make 
legislation on labour, and extending 
union rights to the farmworkers, 
domestics, and more fully to the 
public sector. 

COSATU began to focus more 
clearly on the rights workers 
demand in a new constitution. A 
major part of our work was around 



the "Workers' Charter Campaign". 
Thousands of discussions, marches 
and demonstrations at workplaces, 
local, regional and a national con
ference focussed our campaign 
around essential worker rights, 
such as the right to strike and 
picket, organizational rights in 

enterprises 
where we 
are represen
tatives, 
political 
rights such 
as the 
demandfor 
a referen
dum to veto 
unpopular 
legislation, a 
constitu
tional court, 
etc. 

Our 
major focus 
last year and 

again this year will be around 
issues of retrenchments [layoffs], 
centralized bargaining, the end to 
sexual and racial discrimination, 
and demands for living wages. A 
major focus will also be around 
developing an economic program 
for COS A TU. The removal of 
apartheid from the statute books 
does not remove apartheid from 
society. Over 4 million are unem
ployed, an estimated 10 million 
people live in inadequate housing 
such as squatter camps, the educa
tion and health system is in crisis, 
and illiteracy is estimated at+ 1-
70% of the black population. 

To address these socio-eco
nomic problems caused by apart
heid will require a fundamental 
restructuring of the economy. De-

mocratization must also take place 
at an economic level. Apartheid 
has allowed 70% of our wealth to be 
accumulated in the hands of six 
companies. 5% of the population 
owns 80% of all personal wealth in 
the country, and whites, who make 
up 14% of the population, earn 65% 
of the monthly wage packet in 
South Africa. 

COSATU's initial propositions 
are based on the premise that we 
should develop a mixed economy 
based on a private, public and a co
operative sector; that the economy 
needs to be productive and com
petitive; that the economy will have 
to grow and be able to provide jobs 
and meet the needs of people; and 
that the democratic state will have 
to play a key role particularly in 
addressing the socio-economic 
needs of the majority. 

It is in this context that major 
debates and conferences are 
planned for 1991 in COSATU. We 
have already begun to engage 
employers around a range of issues 
that relate to the restructuring of 
the economy. On the political front 
COSATU 

through a system of mandating and 
reportbacks. 

Finally, we wish to reiterate 
our gratitude for the political and 
material support that we have 
received from American workers, 
the AFL-CIO and your affiliates. 
The UAW, ACTWU, AFSCME, 
UMW A and many others have ex
cellent contact with COSA TU 
affiliates. We hope that in the 
future this would also extend 
federation to federation. 

Many difficult challanges face 
us. The trade union movement is a 
key instrument of change in South 
Africa. The struggle to eliminate 
the ravages of apartheid will take 
many generations. But we are 
confident we will win. We will 
establish democracy and justice in 
our country. The respect for human 
life, the rights of children, women, 
men, the workers, the unemployed 
shall be protected by law and 
engrained in the fabric of our future 
society. 

This new South Africa is 
inexorably emerging from the 
womb of the old apartheid order. 

will continue 
to push the 
interests of 
its members. 
Our immedi
ate interest 

The removal of apartheid from 
the statute books does not 

remove apartheid from society. 
was to 
ensure that democratic structures of 
our allies, the ANC and SACP, 
were established. This alliance is 
based on the struggle for a non
racial, democratic South Africa 
based on one person, one vote in a 
unitary country. The principle of 
the independence of each organiza
tion is accepted and implemented 

Indeed the tasks of reconstruction 
require even greater sacrifices from 
us and increased support from 
democrats worldwide. We are 
confident that the workers of the 
United States organized under the 
AFL-CIO will be prepared to meet 
this challenge. 
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. Na. Col.; Pf1yillsJohnso<i, Hater onq J)esic:iuron1 Erl1ployei2s Local 28; Joanne Jung, c:m~onlzer, Unired PubilcEinpli:71e€s ~ac6' 79(), Cqiylri K1n9;mes1<:1eni, (iloij, .Ypi<Ji;,l>and Pt6Si1esWoilieri:toc(i1 
.·. · 1640; JoeUq<1soy,<Jr9orilzer, Calitcirnio NursesAw:101ioll; Oillllo)'rj; bullnessreprese!J101~, Llnrred Publ1ctmpl~esl0o:ll 79Q, SEii.i; T!im Lupher,toajshoietocol 1 O;llWU;,V,Or1efy\olll¢rr, pre~(;!@, < 
> Cocnmun1C:otions Warl<erslocar 941 o, Lorry Morrin, 1nrernartonotrepresenro11Ve; Ti6nsi)or! Woikers lnrern0r1o(l()IUn10.n;Jos€' Medino; diiecrcf; ln5tirurol000iold.e lo l\ozo;.Leo i'<)btrison, ¢01(5o, / 
. Afrtcot!berai1()n Suppoa Commlllee, Longshore Locoi 10, !LWLJ; JiinHyder, presldenr, Warehouse focal 6, ILWU, Joe!Scliqeifer, b.uSiiiess represenr911ve;IJn1red Pf:>\lllcEinploye~ ~~1790; J()<:iri. 

· ·.•• /l<:Jl!e $h<?lley, presld<?nr, \.lrilr~ol(iucorors of Son Franc!~; Iron!< Tonner. Vice'pres!deN, Cornnwn1ca110!)sWarlie~JQ<Xll Q.41(); f'bn T en111ry, Qig~nlzer, (.oliforhi(:I N\)rses~tori()ri, }~'#~I~/< 
e~r1Ve\ifce.Pre~de01, Lener Carriers Local [)lonch 214 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ................ . 



Lorraine Box 
Anti-Apartheid Fighter 

Perhaps it was fitting that Lorraine !3ox worked for the 
City of l3erkeley's Energy Department. Some people say she 
personified energy. She worked tirelessly for her family, her 

union, her community and for the anti-apartheid movement. 
For more than ten years, Lorraine was active In SEIU 

Locals 535 and 790 . During much of that time, she worked 
with the Free South Africa Labor Committee. 

Most people were not familiar with her work, because 
Lorraine seldom let herself be known. What was Important 

to her was only that someone should be available to work, If 
there was work to be done. If that someone had to be 

Lorraine, she would gladly do it, with no regard for reward or 
recognition by others. 

Lorraine died on May 14, 1991. As they say in the 
movement In South Africa, Hambani Kahle [go well]. 

Comrade Lorraine. When South Africa Is free, It will be due 
to the work you did, with people like you around the world. 

If you would like to receive this newsletter 
and other information about the activities of 
the Free South Africa Labor Committee, 
please complete and send in this coupon: 

Organization ____________ _ 

Enclosed is a donation of ______ _ 

Phone for more information: 
(415) "' 1 9-0291 or 223-5756 

This issue of South Africa Labor News was edited by David 
Bacon. Our thanks for written material and photos to Edgar 

Romney and the New York Labor Committee Against 
Apartheid, Michael Fleshman and the Africa Fund, California 

AFL-CIO News, David Shelton and David Bacon. 

Free South Africa Labor Committee 
do Glass, Molders & Plastics Workers 

Local 16413 
8140 13aldwin 
Oakland, CA 94621 
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