
National Council of the Churches of Christ, USA 

Resolution of Endorsement of the International Boycott of 
Royal Dutch/Shell 

May 26, 1988 

1 The Governing Board of the National Council of the Churches 

2 of Christ in the USA, meeting in Arlington, Texas, May 

3 25-26, 1988: 

4 Deplores the actions taken earlier this year by the 

5 Government of South Africa against organizations and 

6 individuals, including chruch bodies and Christian leaders, 

7 working for the abolition of apartheid by nonviolent means; 

8 Reiterates its appeal to the United States Government to 

9 apply "the comprehensive, mandatory and multilateral 

10 sanctions against South Africa adopted by the General 

11 Assembly of the United Nations including a cessation of all 

12 military, nuclear, economic and diplomatic support for the 

13 Government of the Republic of South Africa so long as it 

14 maintains its policy of apartheid" (NCC Governing Board 

15 Resolution on Comprehensive Sanctions Against the Republic 

16 of South Africa, May 17, 1985); 

17 Reiterates its support for "efforts to end all economic 

18 collaboration between South Africa and the United States 

19 government and ... private institutions involved in 

20 banking, commerce and industry, until black majority rule is 

21 a reality" (Policy Statement on Southern Africa, November 

22 10, 1977); 

23 Notes that South African law defines oil as a "munition of 

24 war;" that oil products are vital to the South African 



25 police and military in their enforcement of apartheid, in 

26 their illegal occupation of Namibia, and in their 

27 destabilization of neighboring states; and that South 

28 Africa relies on foreign suppliers and distributors for 

29 most of its oil supply. Current estimates of the Shipping 

30 Research Bureau in the Netherlands are that the South 

31 African Government could not survive more than 250 days 

32 without imported oil, underlining the crucial strategic 

33 role of oil; 

34 Hears the appeal of the National Union of Mineworkers of 

35 South Africa for action against Royal Dutch/Shell, an appeal 

36 which has been supported by the Congress of South African 

37 Trade Unions and the South African Council of Churches; 

38 Joins with others around the world in urging the Royal 

39 Dutch/Shell Group of Companies to heed repeated calls from 

40 church-related and other groups for it to withdraw all its 

41 operations and investments from that country; 

42 Endorses the international campaign to boycott Royal 

43 Dutch/Shell and its subsidiaries so long as this 

44 corporation continues to maintain its ties with the 

45 apartheid government in the light of its refusal to respond 

46 to other appeals over the years: 

47 Urges member communions of the NCCCUSA to take similar 

48 action; and Reguests the General Secretary to communicate 

49 this resolution to the corporate management of Royal/Dutch 

50 Shell in Houston, London and the Hague; to the World 

51 Council of Churches, The South African Council of Churches, 

52 the Conference of European Churches; the United Nations 

53 Centre Against Apartheid; and the United Mine Workers of 



54 America, the National Uniton of Mineworkers of South 

55 Africa, and other national and international organizations 

56 supporting the boycott. 
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