
BOYCOTT SHILL 
LOCAL COALITIONS 
TAKE ACTION 
Citizen coalitions in major cities 
have launched local leafleting and 
other actions to support the Shell 
boycott. 

• In Detroit, station operators told 
reporters that sales of Shell products 
were off 15 to 50 percent as a resu It 
of boycott leafleting. 

The city's pension system sold its 
shares in Royal Dutch/ Shell stock in 
response to demands from boycott 
supporters. 

• In Birmingham, leafleting at sta
tions has been conducted regularly 
since March 6. 

• In northern California, leafleting 
at Shell stations helped launch the 
campaign in Oakland and San Fran
cisco on March 26. 

• In Houston, local groups have 
been demonstrating at Shell Oil Co. 
offices on a regular basis to draw 
attention to the boycott. 

• In Denver, anti-apartheid groups 
demonstrated April 17 at a meeting 
of the American Petroleum Institute 

board, which includes Shell Oil 
chairman John Bookout. 

• In Washington, D.C., Bookout 
was also the target as local groups 
leafleted on May 13 at the annual 
shareholders meeting of Safeway 
Stores, urging that Safeway show its 
opposition to apartheid by ousting 
Bookout from its board of directors. 

• In Ohio, leafleting campaigns 
were launched March 20 in Cleve
land, Cincinnati, and Youngstown 
and on May 13 in Columbus. 

• In Chicago, the campaign kick
off Feb. 13 was attended by church, 
civil rights, labor, and anti-apartheid 
groups and U.S. Rep. Gus Savage. 

• In New York, a demonstration at 
Shell offices was held April 4 mark
ing the anniversary of Martin Luther 
King's death, and a rally was held on 
June 14 on the tenth anniversary of 
the clash between South Africa's 
apartheid government and demon
strators in the black township of 
Soweto in 1976. 

• In St. Louis, church 
and anti-apartheid activ
ists conducted a sit-in at 
Shell offices. 

• In Boston, leafleting 
of Shell stations was fol
lowed by a sit-in at Har
vard University on May 1 
to dramatize demands that 
Harvard sell $8.7 million 
of stock in Royal Dutch/ 
Shell. 

• In Miami, a broad co
alition held its campaign 
kick-off on March 20. 

INFORM CONSUMERS: U.S. Rep. Julian Dixon (left) joined 
human rights and union activists in launching leafleting of 
Shell stations in the San Diego area. 

• In southern California, 
leafleting of stations was 
launched on April 11 in 
Los Angeles and May 16 
in San Diego. 

. I . 

Boycott Goes 
International 
Royal Dutch/Shell now faces an in
ternational boycott. 

• In the Netherlands, anti-apart
heid groups launched a nationwide 
boycott campaign May 15 during the 
annual shareholders meeting of 
Royal Dutch Petroleum (which owns 
60 percent of Royal Dutch/Shell). 

Picketing of stations (shown 
above) followed presentation of a 
petition to the company by the Dutch 
Council of Churches, the Dutch La
bor Party, and the two leading anti
apartheid groups, asking for with
drawal from South Africa. 

Hundreds of protesters were joined 
at the meeting by a delegation from 
the Miners International Federation, 
whose union affiliates represent 
workers in 36 countries. Among the 
MIF representatives was John Bano
vic, secretary-treasurer of the United 
Mine Workers of America. 

The MIF endorsement is in line 
with support from other international 
union confederations, including the 

(Continued on next page) 



TOP: Bill Robertson, head of the L.A. 
County Federation of Labor, was 
joined by 50 community groups In 
announcing local boycott action. 
RIGHT: The daughter of an AFSCME 
member takes part In a demonstration 
In Houston. ABOVE: Don Blankenship 
removes the Shell sign from the gas 
station he owns In southern West Vir
ginia. He switched brands when the 
boycott started. 

INTERNATIONAL BOYCOTT (continued from page 1) 

International Metal Workers Federation, Public Service 
Employees International, and International Federation 
of Commercial, Clerical, Professional, and Technical 
Employees. 

• In London, at the annual meeting of Shell Transport 
& Trading (the other owner of Royal Dutch/Shell), the 
British anti-apartheid movement launched its own na
tionwide boycott. 

Archbishop Trevor Huddleston , leader of the anti
apartheid coalition, also announced that institutional 
shareholders in Britain, including the Methodist Church 
and the University of Wales, have begun to divest Shell 
stock. 

• In Sweden, a national Boycott Shell campaign was 
launched by the Isolate South Africa Committee, which 
includes more than 50 religious, labor, and citizen 
groups. 

Plans are already under way to expand the campaign 
to other countries as well. 

COALITION DRAWS 
BROAD SUPPORT 

The broad coalition of national organizations 
supporting the Shell boycott continues to expand. 

Among the groups which have now endorsed the 
campaign are: 
• U.S. Student Association 
•Rainbow Coalition 
• Unitarian Universalist Association 
• Clergy and Laity Concerned 
• Episcopal Churchpeople for a Free South Africa 
•NAACP 
• Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
• National Education Association 
• Citizen Action 
• Pesticide Education and Action Project 
•Citizen/Labor Energy Coalition 
• Americans for Democratic Action 
•Coalition of Black Trade Unionists 
•A. Phillip Randolph Institute 
• United Electrical Workers 
•International Longshoreman 's and Warehouse

men's Union 
•American Committee on Africa 

Dozens of AFL-CIO affiliates have pledged their 
active support in keeping with the federation's 
endorsement of the boycott. 

Other sponsors include the United Mine Workers, 
Free South Africa Movement, and National Organi
zation for Women. 

SUPPORT BOYCOTT: Among the 
demonstrators at Shell's offices in 
Washington, D,C, on May 14 were 
(from left) Gene Upshaw, NFL 
Players Association; Rich Trumka, 
Mine Workers; Randall Robinson, 
Free South Africa Movement; 
Sylvia Hill, FSAM; Jesse Jackson, 
Rainbow Coalition; and Roger Wil
kins, FSAM. Jackson told repor
ters that South African apartheid, 
made possible by fuel from Royal 
Dutch/Shell and other companies, 
is "corporate-sponsored terrorism." 



Fuel For Thought ••• 
When campaign supporters announced the Shell boycott, 
we said that by not using Shell products we could force 
Royal Dutch/Shell to choose between continuing to provide 
fuel to apartheid and continuing to make maximum profits 
in the rest of the world. 

The following quotes speak for 
themselves ... 
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Bell & Howell, the giant information-systems concern, plans to 
end its operations in South Africa because of fears its products 
might be boycotted in the United States, according to its chair
man, Donald Frey ... 

It feared its products might be boycotted by state and local 
governments and by pension funds in the United States. 
Boycotts by state purchasing agencies "is a real fear ," Frey said . 

Washington Post 
February 8, 1986 

Two more ways 
to send Shell a message 
If you want to oppose apartheid by pressuring Shell , you 

could call Shell Oil's toll - free number: 800-331-3703. 
It's a good way to give your views- at Shell 's expense. 
In addition, many Americans have recently received 

unsolicited letters from Shell asking them to apply for a 
Shell Credit Card. This provides another chance to let 
Shell know how you feel. 

One campaign supporter returned the business reply 
envelope to Shell with the following message: 

"It 's been years since I received a letter from an oil 
company wanting to give out credit cards. I don't sup
pose it has anything to do with the Shell Discredit 
Cards I saw on the news recently. 

American Telephone & Telegraph Co. has 
bowed to requests from a small group of 
employees by agreeing to sever virtually all 
business ties to South Africa, including phas
ing out its purchases of minerals, cutting off 
computer sales, and refusing to provide spe
cial long-distance and data transmission ser
vices. 

In addition, the company has promised to 
stop buying South African platinum and · 
palladium ... 

Other elements of the AT&T agreement ... 
include terminating all teletype sales to South 
Africa, pledging that the company will not 
purchase or sell parts manufactured in South 
Africa, and offering employees who partici
pate in a company-sponsored savings plan an 
option of investing only in U.S. companies 
that do not operate in South Africa. 

Washington Post 
April 15, 1986 

"Now that you have my address on computer, it will 
be easy for you to contact me when you stop doing 
business in South Africa. Feel free to send me a credit 
card application at that time." 

INVESTORS TARGETED: Union members, students and faculty, church 
leaders, and other community residents marched, leafleted stations, and 
held a sit-in at Harvard University, which owns Royal Dutch/Shell stock. 
"Harvard has to stand up to apartheid," said Hotel and Restaurant local 
president Dominic Bozzotto at a rally before the sit-in. "By divesting from 
Shell stock, they start that process." 



THI SHlll 
BOYCOTT 

The 9-minute slide/tape show (also available in video format), "Stop 
Apartheid, Boycott Shell," features: 

•James Motlatsi, president of South Africa's National Union of 
Mineworkers 

•Coretta Scott King 
• Richard Trumka, president of the United Mine Workers 
• Randall Robinson, co-chair of the Free South Africa Movement 
•Owen Bieber, chair of the AFL-CIO Committee on South Africa 

and president of the United Auto Workers 
•Rev. Walter Fauntroy and Parren Mitchell, members of Congress 
•Eleanor Smeal, president of the National Organization for 

Women 

in9 faSY I 
tttinutes .. 

The show includes a clear explanation, supported by powerful 
photographs, of what apartheid is, how corporations profit from it, 
and how Royal Dutch/Shell helps provide it with essential fuel. 

It also includes a description of what viewers can do to take part in 
boycott activities. 

To order, use the coupon below. 

Copies of this Boycott Shell Bulletin are available at bulk 
rates. Contact the campaign at the address or phone listed on 
the coupon. 

QTY. SHELL BOYCOTT CAMPAIGN MATERIALS 

Bumper sticker: D # __ "Stop Apartheid, Boycott Shell" D # __ "Save U.S. Jobs, 
Stop Apartheid, Boycott Shell" 50<t for 1-200, 15<t for over 200. 

Buttons: "Stop Apartheid, Boycott Shell" 50<t for 1-200, 30<t for over 200. 

Wallet-size "Discredit Card": A reminder of your commitment to boycott Shell products. 
$2.50/hundred. 

Basic 16-page booklet: Gives the basics on apartheid, why Shell is a boycott target, and 
Shell's involvement in South Africa. 75<t for 1-100, 50<t for over 100. 

Basic leaflets: D # __ A leaflet to use while picketing, explaining the campaign. 
D # __ A leaflet for particular use in labor meetings and conferences. 
D # __ A leaflet for outreach to sympathetic general audiences. $5/hundred. 

Campaign slide/tape show: A 9-minute show featuring boycott leaders and the presi-
dent of the South African National Union of Mineworkers. Also available in video format. 
$100 each to buy, $50 to rent. 

Workplace stickers: "Stop Apartheid, Boycott Shell" 10</: for 1-100, 5<t for over 100. 

Poster-size "Discredit Card": $5 each. (Free with orders of $250 or more.) 

Poster for stores: "No Shell Products Sold Here" and why. 50<t for 1-200, 15<t for over 200. 

."Protect Our Jobs" brochure: How the Shell campaign helps preserve coal jobs in the 
U.S. $5/hundred. 

"Boycott Shell" Bulletin: 40<t for 1-50; 25<t for over 50. 

Please add 25 percent for postage and hand/Ing. 

AFSCME 
1625 L Street N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
®~21 

COST ORDER FORM 

Name 

Address _______ ___ _ 

City ____________ _ 

State ------------

Organization _________ _ 

Phone -----------~ 

Make checks payable to Boycott Shell 
Campaign and send c/o United Mine 
Workers of America, 900 15th Street 
N.W., Washington, D.C. 20005. 

Phone: (202) 842-7350 

$ ·----Total Amount Due 

First Class Mail 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Permit No. 1937 

Washington, D.C. 
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