
BOYCOTT SHELL 
Bill Affecting Shell 
Passes House 
Committee 
A proposal to prohibit Shell and other 
oil companies from acquiring new U.S. 
federal coal, oil, or gas leases as long 
as they do business with South Africa 
has passed the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee. 

The proposal by Rep. Bob Wise (D
WV) was added to a broad sanctions 
bill, H.R. 1580, approved by the House 
committee on May 3. The bill, intro
duced by Rep. Ron Dellums (D-CA), 
would end all trade between the U.S. 
and South Africa and require all U.S. 
firms to disinvest. 

The Wise provision banning federal 
energy leases is necessary to provide 
a way to pressure those major oil com
panies, such as Royal Dutch/Shell, 
which continue to help fuel apartheid 
but are not based in the U.S. 

Royal Dutch/Shell's American sub
sidiary, Shell Oil, makes heavy use of 
those leases. 

An official of Royal Dutch/Shell, C. 
Dekker, said at a student-sponsored 
public meeting in the Netherlands 
March 17 that the company "will ser
iously have to reconsider its production 
in South Africa" if the ban on leases 
becomes law, Wise told a House sub
committee considering his proposal. 

"That's exactly the purpose of this 
law," Wise told the subcommittee 
hearing. 

More Major Banks, YMCA Join 
Shareholder Call 
State Street Boston Corp., American National Bank and Trust, and the 
national YMCA are among the Royal Dutch Petroleum shareholders who 
have joined the call for a special stockholders meeting to vote on with
drawal from South Africa. 

Royal Dutch Petroleum is the majority owner of Royal Dutch/Shell. 
State Street, the largest Royal Dutch shareholder in Massachusetts, 

was lobbied by a delegation which included Boston City Councillor 
Charles Yancey, Canon Edward Rodman of the Episcopal Diocese of 
Massachusetts, Mike Grieco of the Communications Workers of Amer
ica, and Jerry Hurley of the United Auto Workers. 

American National Bank, the largest Royal Dutch shareholder in Illi
nois, was targeted by a coalition of religious and labor groups and public 
officials represented by Bishop Jesse deWitt of the United Methodist 
Church, State Rep. Woods Bowman, AFSCME council leader Rosetta 
Daylie, and Harold Rogers of the Coalition of Black Trade Unionists. 

The banks and YMCA join Wells Fargo Bank, Mellon Bank, many 
public employee pension funds and church-related funds, and other 
major shareholders in demanding the special Royal Dutch meeting. 

Under Royal Dutch's bylaws, 10 percent of the shareholders can call 
an extraordinary meeting. So far, more than 13 million shares, or about 
half the necessary amount, are committed. 

Broad International 
Coalition Takes 
Over Shareholders 
Meetings 
Broad international support for the Shell 
boycott was made crystal clear to com
pany officials at the May 11 stock
holders meetings in the Netherlands 
and London. 

Media coverage of the meetings was 
dominated by speeches against Shell's 
continued involvement in South Africa 
by church leaders from the U.S., Swe
den, and Belgium ... a Dutch mayor 
presenting a statement on behalf of 
about 100 mayors from eight different 
countries . .. the head of the largest 
political party in the Netherlands ... 
and South African and American labor 
leaders. 

Others joining in media briefings 
included a top leader of a major British 
union in the oil industry (MSF); a city 
council member from Sheffield, Eng
land, which recently dropped a $4 mil
lion fuel supply contract with Shell; and 
Archbishop Trevor Huddleston, presi
dent of the Anti-Apartheid Movement in 
Great Britain. 

A highlight of the meetings was a 
speech by James Motlatsi, president of 
the largest union of black workers in 
South Africa, the National Union of 
Mineworkers. 

Motlatsi called on Shell and all multi
national corporations to leave South 
Africa. He also urged workers around 
the world to refuse to handle coal pro
duced in South Africa, including coal 
from Shell's Rietspruit mine. 

During the debate, company 
chairman D. De Bruyne cut off 
Motlatsi's microphone and re
fused to let him continue. 

More than half of the opening ad
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Methodist, Episcopal 
Churches Endorse 
Boycott 
The United Methodist Church and the 
Episcopal Church have officially en
dorsed the Shell boycott despite an 
intensive lobbying campaign by com
pany representatives. 

The boycott was endorsed by the 
Methodists' general conference, which 
meets every four years to set church 
policy. 

The Methodists have 9% million 
members; the Episcopals, 2% million. 

Mayors Urge Shell 
To Withdraw 
About a hundred mayors of cities in the 
U.S., Canada, and Europe have co
sponsored a statement demanding that 
Royal Dutch/Shell withdraw from South 
Africa. 

Mayors of American cities sponsor
ing the statement include the following: 

Abramson (Louisville), Arrington (Bir
mingham), Baesler (Lexington KY), 
Barnes (Gary IN), Barry (Washington 
DC), and Blakey (East Palo Alto). 

,, 

Shell Admits Sales Cut By Boycott 
A Shell spokesperson has admitted to a Norwegian newspaper that the 
international boycott has affected sales in many countries. 

Shell Norway official Carl Johan Sverdrup told the weekly Dag og Tid, 
"Shell feels the effects of the boycott in Norway, Sweden, Denmark, the 
Netherlands, and partly in the U.S.A." 

Shell's market share dropped 6.6 percent in Great Britain in 1987 after 
Shell became the number one target of the anti-apartheid movement there. 
The drop came while the total market was expanding. 

The Danish daily Det frie Aktuelt reported that Shell's gasoline market 
share in Denmark has dropped by about 7 percent since the boycott 
campaign started in 1986. 

Also Bradley (Los Angeles), Cisne
ros (San Antonio), Flynn (Boston), and 
Fraser (Minneapolis). 

Also Gulley (Durham NC), Hancock 
(Berkeley), James (Newark), Laird 
(Santa Cruz), Mc Kane (Lansing), Pena 
(Denver), Perry (Hartford), and Royer 
(Seattle). 

Also Sanders (Burlington), Shackel
ford (Little Rock), Wilson (Oakland), 
Andrew Young (Atlanta), and Coleman 
Young (Detroit). 

In Washington, D.C., Mayor Marion 
Barry proclaimed March 20-26 to be 
Shell Boycott Week and the city council 
unanimously adopted a resolution call
ing on Royal Dutch/Shell to cut off all 
ties with South Africa. 

S.A. Workers Accuse 
Shell of Hypocrisy 
While Shell continues to tell the world 
that it's all right to fuel apartheid if the 
company treats its South African work
ers well, workers there say that even 
those claims offair treatment are untrue. 

For example: 

• In March, Shell workers in Port 
Elizabeth attempted to hold a protest 
meeting over new government restric
tions on union activity. 

Shell, which claims to oppose those 
restrictions, refused to let workers hold 
the meeting. 

Workers at Shell's Veetech sub
sidiary were forced into a four-week 
strike in order to win an increase in their 
minimum wage, which will still be less 
than $350 per month. 

• Shell refinery workers in the Dur
ban area have had to take a strike vote 
in order to push the company to provide 
modest pay increases. 

Postcards Available 
The Interfaith Center on Corporate 
Responsibility is coordinating a cam
paign to send postcards to the top offi
cers of Shell and Mobil Oil, demanding 
that the companies stop providing fuel 
for the apartheid system. 

ACTION WEEK: Leaders of protests March 21 in Washington, D.C., included 
(from left) D.C. Council Chair Dave Clarke, Mayor Marion Barry, UMWA Presi
dent Rich Trumka, Central Labor Council chair Josh Williams, IUE President 
Bill Bywater, and UFCW Vice President Willie Baker. 

For further information, contact the 
Center at Room 566, 475 Riverside 
Drive, New York, NY 10115. Phone: 
(212) 870-2928. 
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dress by Shell's managing director, 
LC. van Wachem, dealt with Shell's 
involvement in South Africa, even 
though the company has subsidiaries 
in more than a hundred countries and 
has only one percent of its assets in 
South Africa. 

In the responses, H. Wieringa, may
or of the Dutch city of Enschede, said 
that mayors from around the world are 
calling on Shell to stop fueling apart
heid. 

"You find dollars more important than 
the gigantic problem in South Africa," 
he told the Shell board. "As a Dutch 
citizen, I am ashamed of Royal Dutch/ 
Shell." 

Andrew Smith of the American Bap
tist Churches and John Banovic of the 
United Mine Workers of America pro
vided shareholders and the European 
news media with an update on boycott 
activities in the U.S. 

Banovic explained that Shell faces 
not only a consumer boycott in its most 
important international market but also 
legislation in Congress which would 
cut off Shell's access to federal oil, gas, 
and coal leases as long as it does busi
ness with South Africa. 

"We believe that when given the 
choice between the tiny South African 
market and the giant American market, 

Shell will make the smart business 
decision and choose America over 
apartheid," Banovic said. 

Catholic Bishop Jan van Cauwelaert 
of Belgium and Rev. A. Hammar of the 
Church of Sweden warned that the 
boycott will not stop until Shell with
draws from South Africa. 

"It's a battle of David and Goliath," 
Rev. Hammar said, "but we will con
tinue." 

Shell Helps Bust 
Coal Sanctions 
Royal Dutch/Shell plays a key role in 
disguising South African coal as Dutch 
coal to make it easier to sell in Europe, 
according to a report in the April 17 
edition of the London Observer. 

The report said that ships owned or 
chartered by Shell bring coal from a 
South African terminal co-owned by 
Shell to the Netherlands. 

Some of the coal then is given a 
Dutch label and shipped to European 
customers who are under heavy pres
sure not to buy South African products. 

In addition, some of the South African 
coal is mixed with coal from other 
sources so that it will not be identifiable 
as coming from South Africa. 

DUTCH MEDIA FEATURES BOYCOTI 

Aetna Says It Only 
Supports Phony 
Disinvestment 
Picketers at the annual meeting of 
Aetna Life and Casualty Co. urged the 
company to add its nearly one million 
Royal Dutch shares to the call for an 
extraordinary meeting on withdrawal of 
Shell from South Africa. 

Aetna Chairman James Lynn told 
shareholders that the company only 
supports resolutions for disinvestment 
from South Africa if they do not require 
deadlines or public announcements 
and if they permit a company to con
tinue to profit from South African sales 
through franchise or marketing agree
ments. 



Bishop Tutu 
Supports Boycott, 
Sanctions 
"We applaud the actions by 
the U.S. religious community 
and others in support of full 
sanctions and complete cor

Moral Issue? What Moral Issue? 
Spokesmen for Royal Dutch/Shell can't seem to agree on the best 
metaphor to justify providing fuel to the South African economy 
and to the military and police who enforce the apartheid system. 

porate withdrawal from the land of apartheid. 

When a Norwegian newspaper asked Shell spokesman Carl 
Johan Sverdrup about the moral issue involved, he replied, "From 
the fact that Hitler ate pumpernickel, it does not necessarily follow 
that there is anything wrong with pumpernickel." 

"Such lobbying, investor initiatives, and con
sumer actions, like the Shell boycott, are sending a 
clear messafe to the Congress and those corpora
tions with continuing ties to South Africa." 

But when another Shell spokesman, C. Dekker, appeared at a 
public forum in the Netherlands, he chose an even more bizarre 
image. 

Nobel Prize winner Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
May3, 1988 

"When you murder your mother-in-law in the bathtub, the water 
company is not held responsible, " he said. 

Videos, leaflets, bumper stickers and other boycott materials can be ordered by using the coupon below. 

QTY. SHELL BOYCOTT CAMPAIGN MATERIALS 

Bumper •ticker: D # __ "Stop Apartheid, Boycott Shell" D # __ "Save U.S. Jobs, 
Stop Apartheid, Boycott Shell" 50¢ for 1-200, 15¢ for over 200. 

Button•: "Stop Apartheid, Boycott Shell" 50¢ for 1-200, 30¢ for over 200. 

Wellet-alze "Dlacredlt Card": A reminder of your commitment to boycott Shell products. 
$2.50/hundred. 

Saale 16-page booklet: Gives the basics on apartheid, why Shell is a boycott target, and 
Shell's involvement in South Africa. 75¢ for 1-100, 50¢ for over 100. 

Baalc lealleta: D # __ A leaflet to use while picketing , explaining the campaign. 
D # __ A leaflet for particular use in labor meetings and conferences. 
D # __ A leaflet for outreach to sympathetic general audiences. $5/hundred. 

campaign allde/tape ahow: A 9-minute show featuring boycott leaders and the 
president of the South African National Union of Mineworkers. Also available in video 
format. $40 each. No rentals. 

"The American Connection": A TV documentary on Americans and South Africa that 
features the boycott . 'h-inch VHS format. D # __ 10-minute version. 
D # __ 27-minute version. $40 each. No rentals. 

Workplace atlckera: "Stop Apartheid, Boycott Shell" 10¢ for 1-100, 5¢ for over 100. 

Poater-alze "Dlacredlt card": $5 each. (Free with orders of $250 or more.) 

Poater for atorea: "No Shell Products Sold Here" and why. 50¢ for 1-200, 15¢ for over 200. 

"Protect Our Joba" brochure: How the Shell campaign helps preserve coal jobs in the U.S. 
$5/hundred. 

"Boycott Shell'' Bulletin: 40¢ for 1-50, 25¢ for over 50. 

P/eaae add 2S percent tor poatege and hand/Ing. 

AFSCME 
1625 L Street N.W. 
Washington , D.C. 20036 

COST ORDER FORM 

Address------------

City-------------

State-------------

Organization __________ _ 

Phone ____________ _ 

Make checks payable to Boycott Shell 
Campaign and send c/o United Mine 
Workers of America, 900 15th Street 
N.W., Washington, D.C. 20005. 

Phone: (202) 842-7350 

$ ____ _ ___ Total Amount Due 

First Class Mail 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Permit No. 1937 

Washington , D.C. 
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