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(Before formal speech began, President Trumka told the "haircut" 
story.) 

UAW Region 4 Director (Bill) Stewart, 

AFSC:ME Council 31 Associate Director (Rose) Daylie, 

Reverend (Elmer) Fowler, 

Friends and guests, 

Brothers and sisters: 

On behalf of the United Mine Workers of America, I am proud 
to be here in support of the struggle for freedom in South Africa. 

In my six years as President of the UMWA, I've spoken to 
many meetings of union members and supporters. 

But I've never felt more privileged -- or honored -- than to 
be asked to occupy this platform for a few minutes today and speak 
to those who understand that true labor solidarity can not be limited 
by national boundaries or the color of a person's skin. 

My opposition to apartheid comes not only from my personal 
beliefs and values, but is also deeply rooted in the history of my 

union. 

For 99 years, the United Mine Workers of America has fought 
for social justice and human rights. From our very beginning, we 
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have firmly and strongly opposed racism and discrimination. Our 

support in the battle against apartheid represents a reaffirmation of 

the historic principles on which the UMW A was founded. 

And we have always understood that solidarity -- true 
solidarity, not lip service solidarity -- is the foundation upon which 
the house of labor is built. 

(PAUSE) 

As I was circling Midway airport earlier today, I could see most 

of Chicago from my window. I thought about the millions of workers 
who built this great "city of the big shoulders," as the late poet Carl 
Sandburg once described Chicago. 

The sad irony is that even though Chicago was founded by a 
black frontier-man, Jean Du Sable, many of the workers who forged 
this city out of a trading post on the Chicago river were involuntary 
immigrants who were brought to America's shores by slave ships 

from Africa. 

They shed their blood, displayed their courage, sacrificed, 

fought, suffered and died in -- what was for them -- an American 

nightmare. 

And when I walked through the doors of this great labor hall 
just a few minutes ago, I was again taken by thoughts of history -
thoughts of Sidney Hillman and John L. Lewis whose vision, courage 

and will to act brought about the CIO. 

I thought about the Pullman strike in Pullman, Illinois and the 

story of millions of voluntary immigrants from Europe who fought 

for their slice of the American dream in class warfare against the 

brutal greed of the bosses. 
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Of course, the rich and powerful, with their selfish desires, 
started their war against justice and dignity -- not only in Chicago -

but in cities, towns and villages across the country. 

One of those places was Nemacolin, Pennsylvania, a small coal 

town south of Pittsburgh. 

I grew up in Nemacolin -- and I have vivid memones of the 
stories told to me years ago about the newcomers to our country who 
were brought to that little village to work in the coal mines. 

They spoke a dozen different languages, which, as you can 
imagine, created a lot of misunderstanding and confusion. Initially, 
communication was difficult. 

But all this commotion was no accident. It was, in fact, a 
deliberate ploy on the part of the coal-mine owners to keep the 
workers divided. The color of your skin or the language you spoke 

didn't matter much because the bosses treated everybody the 
same -- inhumanely. And without compassion and conscience. 
They tried to divide us in order to conquer us. 

Today, the South African government and its allies -- like the 
giant multinational Royal Dutch/Shell Company -- are using the 
same old divide and conquer tactics to keep us from supporting our 

black brothers and sisters in South Africa. 

And as I analyze the corporate tactics of today, it's not only 
language differences or cultural diversity or race that's used to try 
and divide us, as it was in Nemacolin. 

Today, to pit workers against workers -- to play us off against 

one another -- multinational corporations like Shell use profit, trade 
and national boundaries. 
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By using slave-labor conditions to undercut prices on the world 
market, Shell and other corporations that operate in South Africa 
have put tremendous pressure on companies which pay decent 
wages and maintain good working conditions. 

Shell's drive for profit pits workers against workers as it 
searches the world labor market for the lowest possible wage. Lower 
labor standards in countries like South Africa help create a climate 
for employers to demand a lower standard of living for Americans as 
well. 

We became deeply concerned because this situation erodes the 
economic security of -- not only my members -- but workers 
everywhere. 

We feared that workers could become "hopeless m the hands of 
corporate fate." 

In fact, we became so concerned that we decided we must act 
to change our fate. 

That's why our union joined with the Free South Africa 
Movement, the AFL-CIO, and nearly 100 other national unions, 
churches, civil rights and community groups to launch the . boycott of 

Royal Dutch/Shell. 

Why Shell? 

Because Shell supplies the apartheid system with something it 
cannot do without -- OIL! 

Shell supplies oil to the South African military and police. 

Without supplies from companies like Shell, the apartheid 
regime could not continue to send its forces into townships to 

terrorize black families. 
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Without Shell, the apartheid government could not deploy its 
troops to shoot down protestors and detain strikers and political 
activists. 

Shell is the largest multinational corporation in the world -

and despite the loud and clear demand of the black majority that 
foreign corporations get out of their country, Shell remains where it 
is not wanted. 

Shell freely chooses to side with the white majority 
government which uses Shell's oil to fuel the wheels of racist 
oppression in that troubled land. 

Shell has made tremendous profits off of the backs of black 
workers in South Africa. 

Shell fuels apartheid, the most evil system known to mankind. 

And Shell is a blatant union-buster. 

What else would you call a company that uses police and 
security guards to attack its employees with rubber bullets and tear 
gas? 

What else would you call a company that cooperates with South 
African police to fire and imprison union leaders? 

Well, I'm pleased to inform Shell that --

American workers will not remain quiet while you grease the 
wheels of oppression in South Africa! 

American workers are not going to rest while you reap huge 
profits by exploiting black workers! 
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American workers will stand firm with our black brothers and 

sisters struggling to be free! 

And I am proud to say that across this country, in city after 

city, Shell Boycott committees have been formed to carry out the 

boycott. 

Without a doubt, there's no place more important than Chicago 

for having an active and visible boycott committee. 

I want to take this opportunity to thank each of you for being 
here and for the work you are doing to make Chicago a "Shell Free" 

community. 

I also want to thank the Chicago Federation of Labor and the 

Illinois State AFL-CIO for their resolutions of support for the Shell 

boycott. 

It is only through grass-roots actions like the Shell boycott and 
the divestiture and sanctions campaigns that Congress will be moved 
to take stronger action against apartheid, and corporations -
motivated by lost profits -- will move to stop investing in apartheid. 

And by being here today -- by standing up for freedom, 
justice and equality -- we honor the black trade union movement m 

South Africa which provides us with an example of hope sustained m 
hard times. 

Only 12 days ago, our hopes of electing a president who would 

be sensitive to the needs of working people and the unemployed 

were dashed. 

As a result, we can either feel sorry for ourselves and indulge 
in self pity -- or -- we can -- with the help of our brothers and 

sisters -- pick ourselves up and go forward with strength and 
determination. 
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This is what our brothers and sisters in South Africa do every 

day. 

Eugene Debs, that great labor organizer and fighter for social 
justice at the tum of the century described it well when he said, 

"Ten thousand times has the labor movement stumbled and 
fallen and bruised itself, only to rise again!" 

We are the common men and women of a new generation that 
must confront the piracy and power of today's corporate elite. 

We must confront the perverted priorities of politicians who 
think nuclear weapons and a trillion dollar doomsday device in the 
heavens alone will give us more national security. 

Here in America, we cannot afford to let the Shells of this world 
dictate that our wages and working conditions must be determined 

by the lowest common denominator of an international labor market. 

Our goal must be to raise the living standards of workers in 
South Africa and other countries and prevent governments and 
multinational companies like Shell from dragging _our standards 
down to theirs! 

We must do all that we can to destroy the slave-like standards 
of apartheid. This will help to put an end to Shell's corporate 
profiteering that puts profits before the needs of people and the 
needs of the communities where we live. 

As a key pillar of the apartheid system, Royal Dutch/Shell has 

earned its selection as a boycott target. 

Let us drive the message home to Shell: 
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If you continue to do business m South Africa, you will pay a 
price! 

If you continue to prop up apartheid, you can forget about 
"normal business" in the U.S.A.! 

If you continue to bust unions m South Africa, you will hear 
from union members in Chicago -- and from around the world! 

Brothers and sisters, it has never been more clear that 

international worker solidarity has ceased to be a luxury and has 
quickly become a necessity. 

Seventy-three years ago today, November 19, 1915, Joe Hill 
was executed by a firing squad for a murder he did not commit. 

Joe Hill's crime was that he believed working people had rights. 
He believed working people were entitled to fair treatment and 

decent wages. 

He played a guitar and sang songs that spoke of those rights. 

His politics were wrong and the system silenced him. 

We cannot allow the system to silence us!! -- Nor silence our 

brothers and sisters in South Africa!! 

Yesterday, four black anti-apartheid leaders were convicted of 
treason after a three year trial. 

They were convicted because they made speeches and held 

demonstrations that denounced apartheid. 

They protested a new constitution which gave the black 

majority no political rights! 
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They were convicted because of "normal political activity." 

They can be hanged by the neck until dead -- hanged until 

the last twitch of life leaves their body lifeless and silent. unable to 
speak out against the evils of apartheid. 

The decision ran 1,521 pages and it said these defendants 
committed no violence, but held a legal march with guilty intent! 

They were found guilty of treason because they wanted 
apartheid ended and said so. 

And in a sense, the entire anti-apartheid coalition was 
convicted with them! 

In this country, the names Washington, Jefferson, Franklin, 

Madison stir feelings of pride and patriotism because they stood up 
and made speeches, they staged demonstrations in protest of a 
system which denied us freedom of assembly, freedom of religion, 
freedom of speech and the press, the right to bear arms, the right to 
vote, and the the right to justice and fairness! 

Their cause was right and they won. 

Well, in South Africa, there is no freedom of assembly, freedom 

of religion, freedom of speech or the press, no right to bear arms, no 

right to vote or own property. 

Just as Washington, Jefferson, Madison were right, all of us who 

are fighting to end apartheid are right -- and just as they did. we 

shail prevail! 

In this country, the name Lincoln is revered for his stand 

against slavery. 
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He stood up and made speeches. He lead demonstrations to end 

a system which allowed men and women to be owned because of the 

color of their skin. 

A system which denied men and women the right to vote 

because of the color of their skin. A system which denied men and 
women the freedom to live where they chose because of the color of 

their skin. 

Well, in South Africa, workers are kept in compounds away 
from their family because of the color of their skin. 

Men and women are denied the right to own property because 

of the color of their skin. 

Pretoria should know, Lincoln was not a traitor and neither are 

all of us who want to end apartheid! 

There is treason in South Africa. It's the treason to human 

rights committed by apartheid. It's the treason to human dignity 
committed by apartheid. And it's the treason to the word of God 

committed by apartheid! 

If treason is the wrong in South Africa, let all mankind know 

that the Botha government and their conspirator, Shell Oil are the 

perpetrators of the treason. 

I believe apartheid is the real evil in South Africa. It denies 

freedom -- not only to the black majority who suffer under it -

but also to the white minority who adore, idolize and defend it. 

It is the white minority who are chained in isolation from the 

rest of the world. 

It is the white minority who are confined within the fences of 

their homes and neighborhood. 
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It is the white minority who are embraced by their own self 
pity and it is the white minority who are denied a clear conscience 
by the constant mental preoccupation with their own moral wrongs. 

The white minority are and must remain prisoners of apartheid 
until they rid South Africa of it. 

It is our job to maintain their confinement and add to it. 

It is our job to confine their co-conspirators like Shell to that 
confinement through the Shell Boycott -- through sanctions and 
through demonstrations. 

We must work to get the white minority to the point where the 
monkey was at when he was kissing the skunk. He didn't have all he 
wanted but he had all he could stand! 

As Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. once said, "Let us all, black and 
white alike, see that we are tied in a single garment of destiny. We 
need each other." 

We must prepare ourselves to act together, to fight together, to 
wm together. 

What we are fighting for is right and we will not be denied! 

Fight treason! Boycott Shell! 

Thank you. 

(The End.) 
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