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Mandela Calls for 
Sanctions 
By David Bacon, ILGWU 

On February 11, Nelson 
Mandela walked out of a South 
African prison after 26 years of 
imprisonment for leading the 
liberation struggle of South 
Africa's Black majority. Out
side Capetown City Hall, he 
greeted the people of South 
Africa and the world. He paid 
tribute to the African National 
Congress, the organization he 
was· imprisoned for leading, for 
its tireless opposition to apart
heid. He also recognized the 
role of other organizations in 
the freedom struggle - the 
United Democratic Front, the 
South African Communist 
Party, the National Education 
Crisis Committee, and the 
South African Youth Congress. 

Mandela paid special 
,, tribute to the Congress of 

South African Trade Unions 
and the workers of South 
Africa. "I extend my greetings 
to the working class of our 
country," he said. ''Your 
organized strength is the pride 
of our movement. You remain 

the most dependable force in 
the struggle to end exploita
tion and oppression." 

Mandela laid out the basic 
demands and the attitude of 
the ANC towards negotiations 
with the South African govern
ment, which have been taking 
place during the last few 
months: "It is our belief that 
the future of our country can 
only be determined by a body 
which is democratically elected 
on a non-racial basis. Negotia
tions on the dismantling of 
apartheid will have to address 
the overwhelming demands of 
our people for a democratic, 
non-racial and unitary South 
Africa. There must be an end 
to white monopoly on political 
power, and a fundamental 
restructuring of our political 
and economic systems to 
ensure that the inequalities of 
apartheid are addressed, and 
our society thoroughly democ
ratized." 

During the process of 
negotiations, however, the 
ANC has pointed out repeat
(continued on Page 6) 
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A friend welcomes Nelson Mandela 
on his release from prison 



Railway Workers 
Win an Historic Victory 
By David Shelton, UTU 1741 

Over 50 years of blood
stained struggle led to an 
historic victory on January 31, 
when for the first time the 
enormous South African 
Transport Services was forced 
to recognize the South African 
Railway and Harbour Workers 
Union. SATS also was forced 
to rehire 27 ,000 workers, who 
were fired when they struck in 
November, and to agree to 
negotiate a wage increase: 
Over 1000 workers returned to 
hostels in which they live, 
after having been evicted by 
SATS. 

CISTU R Petitions 
for ANC Demands 

The Committee for Interna
tional Support of Trade Union 
Rights in San Francisco is circulat
ing a petition to South African 
President F.W. de Klerk. The 
petition supports a call by the ANC 
seeking to create a climate for true 
negotiations with the apartheid 
government, and leading to the 
establishment of a non-racial de
mocracy in South Africa. 

1. the release of all political 
prisoners and detainees, 

2. the end of the State of 
Emergency, 

3. the repeal of all repressive 
' legislation, 

4. the halt of all political trials, 
and 

5. the removal of all troops 
from the townships. 

Copies of the petition are 
available from CISTUR, P.O. Box 
31397, San Francisco, CA 94131 . 
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Since SARHWU wa~ first 
organized in 1936, it has 
repeatedly faced violent re
pression, and all its strikes 
have led to major confronta
tions with the government, 
which owns SATS. SARHWU 
was instrumental in the for
mation of the South African 
Congress of Trade Unions in 
1955, and the Congress of 
South African Trade Unions in 
1985. When SARHWU struck 
for recognition three years ago, 
the apartheid regime framed a 
group of strikers for murder 
and put them on death row. 

The strike which started 
this past November was also 
marked by violent attacks on 
strikers, 27 of whom were 
killed. In one incident alone 
on January 8 in Germiston, 
strikers were attacked by 
hundreds of vigilante strike
breakers. Eight workers were 
beaten to death, and over 50 
were injured. 

A railway passenger, Vusi 
Sitha, told reporters that "I 
saw bodies lying on the rail 
tracks as I ran for my life. I 
saw a man being mercilessly 
hacked on the head with a 
panga [knife] and I doubt ifhe 
will live. This happened when 
he tried to scale a fence as 
police watched." SARHWU 
general secretary Martin 
Sebakwane, accused police not 
only of not protecting strikers 
from the vigilantes, but of 
shooting tear gas at strikers 
and cooperating with strike
breakers. 

Local unions and trade 
unionists in the San Francisco 

South African railway workers 
during the 1987 strike 

Bay Area sent both moral and 
financial support to SARHWU 
during the strike. An urgent 
appeal for funds and support 
resolutions was sent to local 
unions in December by the 
Free South Africa Labor 
Committee. San Francisco's 
school bus drivers (United 
Transportation Union Local 
1741) responded, sending a 
resolution of support by FAX, 
as did United Public Employ
ees Local 790. 

San Francisco's Transport 
Workers Union Local 250A 
made a donation of $100.00. 
Both Longshore Local 10 and 
Ship Clerks Local 34 of the 
International Longshoremens 
and Warehousemens Union 
passed resolutions initiating a 
sister-union relationship with 
SARHWU, and Local 34 sent 
$500.00 in support. 



SACTU and COSATU 
Announce Merger 

The following statement 
was made jointly by the 
South African Congress of 
Trade Unions (SACTIJ) and 
the Congress of South 
African Trade Unions 
(COSATIJ), after meeting in 
March in Lusaka, Zambia. 

SACTIJ is a non-racial 
union federation organized 
in South Africa in 
1955, six years 
after the National
ist 'Party came to 
power and im
posed the apart
heid system. Be
cause it included 
unions for Black 
workers, and was 
allied to the Afri
can National Con
gress, it was driven 
underground in 
South Africa. 
Many of its officers 
and members were 
killed, and its 
leadership was 
driven into exile. 
Its offices outside 
South Africa have 
been instrumental 
in developing 
trade union sup
port for the South 
African freedom struggle. 

In 1985 a new, non
racial trade union federa-

"' tion was organized in 
South Africa, the Congress 
of South African Trade 
Unions. The similarity of 
names was no coincidence -
both federations subscribe 
to the same principles 
embodied in the Freedom 

Charter, and see them
selves as part of the same 
movement. Today COSATIJ 
represents over 1.5 million 
South African workers, the 
largest union federation in 
the history of the country. 

An historic meeting be
tween the national executive 

committee of SACTU and the 
COSATU executive committee 
was held on the 19 March 
1990, in Kafue, Zambia. The 
SACTU delegation was led by 
its general secretary and 
president, comrades J.K. 
Nkadimeng and Kay Moon
samy respectively, and the 
COSATU delegation of 14 
unions, comprising general 

secretaries and presidents, 
was led by the general secre
tary of COSATU, comrade J. 
Naidoo and vice-presidents, 
comrades Chris Dlamini and J. 
Gomomo. On the eve of the 
independence of Namibia, and 
at a time of significant politi
cal changes in South Africa, 
SACTU and COSATU met to 
discuss the future status of 
SACTU and the trade unions 
in our country. 

This is a time of great op
portunities for the workers of 
our country to broaden the 

path of the liberation 
struggle. Thousands 
of exiles have the 
possibility of return
ing to their mother
land, as a direct 
result of years of 
in tense struggle 
against the apart
heid regime. We 
have forced F.W. de 
Klerk to unban the 
African National 
Congress, the South 
African Communist 
Party, and other or
ganizations. 

SACTU and 
COSATU met at the 
highest level to plan 
their tactics and 
strategies for the 
final assault on the 
apartheid regime by 
the people of our 
country, led by the 

ANC, and the establishment of 
a unitary state in a non-racial 
democratic South Africa. The 
spirit of profound commitment 
and common purpose that pre
vailed throughout the meeting 
enabled us to take far-reaching 
decisions aimed at further 
uniting the trade union move
ment of our country. 
(continued on Page 7) 
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Myrtle Witbooi sings South African freedom songs with the Vukani Mwethu Choir. 

Leader of South African Domestic 
Workers Union Visits Bay Area 

By Michael Horowitz 

In South Africa many 
women workers have no other 
employment opportunity but to 
do the cooking and cleaning for 
white families as live-in maids. 
Myrtle Witbooi, a visiting 
South African trade union 
leader, explained the ugly face 
of South African apartheid to 
an audience of Bay Area trade 
union members gathered at 
ILWU Local 6's hall on May 6. 

The gathering was jointly 
organized by the Human and 
Civil Rights Committee of 
United Public Employees Local 
790 (SEIU) and the Free South 
Africa Labor Committee. 
Witbooi was on a national tour 

"'of the U.S organized by SEIU. 
Witbooi, the general treas

urer of the South African 
Domestic Workers Union 
(SADWU), worked eleven 
years as a domestic worker. "I 
am a woman, and a freedom 
fighter," she said. "I wanted to 
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be a nurse but I wasn't able to 
go to nursing school because 
on my birth certificate my 
background was listed as 
'mixed race,' a category not 
permitted in nursing school in 
South Africa." 

While Witbooi waited for a 
ruling on an appeal of her 
status, she began to work as a 
domestic worker. Eighteen 
months later, the government 
changed her classification to 
"Capetown Coloured," a desig
nation permitted in nursing 
school. Witbooi had never 
lived in Capetown, and consid
ered the whole process a ludi
crous affront to her dignity 
and to common justice. Why 
were not all people permitted 
to gain an education? She 
decided to remain a domestic 
worker. "I was educated by 
apartheid," she said of her 
experiences as a domestic 
worker and freedom fighter. 

Domestic workers are the 
"slaves of the nation." They 

are the lowest-paid of all 
workers, often unable to 
bargain for better wages with 
their white employers. With
out education, South African 
domestic workers cannot find 
other employment. Many 
must live-in where they work, 
unable to see their families, 
who may be forced to live in 
distant "homelands," more 
than once a year. This hap
pened to Witbooi while she 
worked as a domestic. Her 
husband "got used to life 
without me," she said, and left 
her. 

"We will share the wealth. 
Domestic workers, garment 
workers, need an education if 
we want a fair share in our 
country. So in daytime we 
work, and at night we study 
how we will run a democratic 
South Africa. Many of our 
tactics we have borrowed from 
you, from the civil rights 
movement. We have taken a 
(continued on Page 6) 



A Postal Worker Looks 
at Sanctions 
by Dave Welsh, NALC #214 

February 1990 - Nelson 
Mandela is free after 26 years 
in South African prisons. 

November 1984 - San 
Francisco longshoremen 
refused to unload South Afri
can cargo for 11 days, honoring 
a loud, fierce picket line on 
Pier 80 by up to 400 people, 
including letter carriers from 
National Association of Letter 
Carriers Branch 214. 

March 1986 - Another 
Dutch freighter sailed into the 
bay loaded with South African 
cargo, and once again, 25 dock
workers and ships' clerks re
fused to cross the anti-apart
heid picketline, which this 
time included 23 Branch 214 
carriers, most of them organ
ized out of Diamond Heights 
station by shop steward Este
ban Oropeza. 

Since March 1986, little 
South African cargo has been 
unloaded in San Francisco. 

Other actions by Branch 
214 include a sit-in organized 
by the San Francisco and 
Alameda County Central 
Labor Councils at South 
African Airways where two 
branch officers were arrested, 
which chased the airline out of 
San Francisco. Resolutions 
pushed by the branch were 
also adopted at national con
ventions ofNALC, and added 
to the growing momentum of 
the anti-apartheid movement. 

apartheid movement, inspiring 
a nationwide campaign urging 
colleges and city governments 
to divest, or sell, investments 
in companies doing business 
with South Africa. 

And now Nelson Mandela 
is free. Anyone who heard his 
speech on his release from 
prison had to have been moved 
by this man. His confident 
stride and principled, passion
ate words ·made me feel a little 
freer, a little more confident 
that the long and slow steady 
struggle for the liberation of 
humankind was still steadily 
churning along on track. 

When something like the 
freeing of Mandela happens, it 

seems to come out of nowhere, 
like a gift from heaven. But as 
Mandela said, it was in fact 
the long and patient hard 
work, the risk and sacrifice of 
lives and limbs by millions in 
southern Africa which made it 
possible. But also the accumu
lation of many modest efforts 
around the world, including 
the work of our own longshore
men and letter carriers. 

There is a lot of skepticism 
about the value of solidarity, 
and if you invite someone to a 
picketline in support of some
one else, you'll often get a 
puzzled look. And it's true 
that the main force for change 
in South Africa comes from the 
South African people them
selves. But international sup
port, while not as heavy on the 
scale, can sometimes be the 
margin between victory and 
defeat. 

What is the connection 
between these events? Plenty. 
The longshoremen's 1984 
action galvanized the anti- The people of Soweto celebrate Mandela's release. 
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Mandela Calls For 
Sanctions, cont. 
edly that Mandela's freedom, 
and the negotiations between 
the ANC and the South Afri
can government, have only 
taken place because of pres
sure within and outside of 
South Africa. Throughout 
1989, the level of popular 
struggle within South Africa 
increased so much that the 
ANC "unbanned itself," and 
began functioning openly, 
despite the fact that it was still 
an "illegal organization." The 
South African government had 
to recognize its enormous 
support, and finally granted it 
legal status, along with the 
South African Communist 
Party, last winter. Outside 
South Africa, the world sanc
tions campaign has brought 
the South African economy to 
its knees. 

Mandela states clearly that 
both efforts must continue. 
"Today, the majority of South 
Africans, Black and white, 
recognize that apartheid has 
no future," he said in Cape
town. "It has to be ended by 
our own decisive mass action 
in order to build peace and 
security." In another speech 
on May 26 in the Black town
ship of Atteridgeville, Mandela 
condemned efforts to "reward" 
the apartheid government for 
negotiating with the ANC by 
easing up on international 
"sanctions. "Apartheid is still 
in force," he said. ''The major
ity of South Africans are still 
without a vote. The police are 
still shooting and killing our 
people. Sanctions must con
tinue to be applied." 
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The community marches through the streets of Oakland, 
celebrating Mandela's release. 

Witbooi Visits 
Bay Area, cont. 
lot of courage from you." 

Witbooi had a message for 
U.S. workers. She declared, 
"workers are the backbone of 
any struggle. I will tell the 
leaders of COSATU [the labor 
federation to which SADWU is 
affiliated] to meet with Ameri
can working people when they 
come here, not with politicians. 

Please keep us in your prayers. 
Keep believing in the African 
National Congress and the 
Freedom Charter. 

"We will keep on fighting, 
so please support the struggle 
of the workers. Freedom will 
come in my lifetime. I will tell 
you one thing: I will be in that 
[South African] Parliament 
one day!" 

Myrtle Witbooi - a 
woman, a fighter, and a trade 
union leader. 



SACTU and COSATU Merge, cont. 
This meeting of SACTU 

and COSATU leaderships 
noted that: 

1. SACTU has played a 
vanguard role in the trade 
union movement in South 
Africa. 

2. SACTU and COSATU 
are committed to the principle 
of one country one federation, 
one trade union in one indus
try. 

3. SACTU has played a 
special role in consolidating 
the democratic trade union 
movement under the banner of 
COSATU. 

4. SACTU does not see 
itself re-emerging in South 
Africa. 

5. The conditions are 
changing in South Africa 
which require the trade union 
movement to reassess the way 
forward which will strengthen 
working class organization. 

The meeting therefore 
resolves that: 

1. We jointly commit our
selves to one union one indus
try, and one country one 
federation . 

. 2.1 COSATU and 
SACTU agree to the phasing 
out of SACTU with the objec
tive of achieving the principle 
of one country one federation. 

2.2 The federations will 
utilize every opportunity to 
broaden trade union unity 
under COSATU. 

3. A facilitating committee, 
composing 5 delegates each 
from both COSATU and 
SACTU be established to 
oversee the process of phasing 
out of SACTU. The terms of 
reference of the facilitating 
committee shall be: 

3.1 to expedite the 
return of SACTU cadres, 

3.2 to facilitate the 
integration of SACTU mem
bers into COSATU and its 
unions as far as it is possible, 

3.3 to make arrange
ments for a visit by SACTU's 
NEC to South Africa to provide 
reports on its activities since it 
went underground to workers, 
as well as the decisions of this 
joint meeting, 

3.4 to assist SACTU to 
provide reports to interna
tional trade unions and frater
nal organizations on the 
decisions of this joint meeting, 
and 

3.5 SACTU's NEC 
should continue in office until 
the process of phasing out is 
completed. 

4. The facilitating commit
tee is to provide a report to 
COSATU and SACTU within 

one month from the date 
thereof, and further reports 
are to be provided periodically 
until the phasing out is com
pleted. 

5. The report of the delib
erations and resolutions of this 
historic meeting be given to 
the ANC, SACP, COSATU, 
SACTU and UDF. 
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Mandela to Visit 
S.F. Bay Area 

The San Francisco Bay Area will have the 
honor of hosting a visit by Nelson Mandela on 
June 30, his last stop on a national tour of the 
U.S. At presstime, his itinerary includes: 

- meetings with ANC and Bay Area elected 
officials, 

- a reception for Mandela and the ANC, 
with activists and representatives oflabor, 
anti-apartheid and community organizations, 
and business people. 

- a reception hosted by womens' organiza
tions 

- a mass rally and possible concert at the 
Oakland Colisseum. 

A reception committee representing 
diverse constituencies in the Bay Area has 
been organized and is planning Mandela's 
visit. For more information, call 223-5756. 

Free South Africa Labor Committee 
c:Jo Glass, Molders & Plastics Workers 

Local 164B 
8140 Baldwin 
Oakland, CA 94621 

If you would like to receive this newsletter 
and other information about the activities 
of the Free South Africa Labor Committee, 
please complete and send in this coupon: 

Organization. ____________ _ 

Enclosed is a donation of _______ _ 

Phone for more information: 
(415) 549-0291or223-5756 

BULK RATE 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Oakland, CA 

Permit No. 2153 


	sa labor news 6 p10001
	sa labor news 6 p20001
	sa labor news 6 p30001
	sa labor news 6 p40001
	sa labor news 6 p50001
	sa labor news 6 p60001
	sa labor news 6 p70001
	sa labor news 6 p80001

