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A LITTLE SLEIGHT OF HAND 

Undersecretary of State for Political Af
fairs, Lawrence Eagle burger 

In a recent San Francisco speech, 
Undersecretary of State for Political Af
fairs, Lawl.'ence Eagleburger, did much 
to promote the image of the Reagan ad
ministration as a prime catalyst for pro
ductive change in Southern Africa. Em
phasizing the theme of America's re
sponsibility in the region, the under
secretary asserted our government's op
position to apartheid. He attacked the 
homelands policy of South Africa and 
characterized the political system in that 
country as morally wrong. He further 
predicted the inevitability of domestic 
racial change in South Africa, be it 
through violence or non-violence. His 
presentation was well received here as 
newspapers throughout the country 
lauded this apparently strong evidence 
that the American government should 
by no fair means be judged to be in 
cahoots with the South African 
government. 

It is for this reason that the Eagle
burger speech warrants careful analysis. 
No one wishes to deny the administra
tion the kudos it deserves when it has 
genuinely earned it. However, it is 
natural to be leery of self-bestowed 

praise, particularly when such plaudits 
do not seem to be echoed within the 
region concerned. Upon closer inspec
tion, it is not difficult to discern from 
this speech the rhetoric which masks ac
tual support for the South African 
status quo with the veneer of outspoke
ness on the atrocities which continue 
perennially unabated. 

From the very beginning of his 
speech, Eagleburger demonstrated a 
remarkable ability to subordinate the 
reality of the imbroglio in Southern 
Africa to the grander purpose of por
traying present American policy in a 
favorable light. Stating that the 
significance of the region in interna
tional politics proceeded from the col
lapse of the Portuguese empire, the 
undersecretary betrayed an unwill
ingness to recognize the hard won suc
cesses of national liberation movements 
in Southern Africa. Portugal's empire 
did not collapse. Rather, it was torn 
asunder and the same forces that 
brought it down are identical with those 
which are still working assiduously to 
free Namibia and South Africa itself. 
These are the African nationalists whom 
our government has always called ter
rorists. They are the people whom pol
icymakers would have us believe should 
be condemned for fighting for their own 
freedom. 

The speech's outline of contemporary 
affairs in the region proved to be even 
more duplicitous. Eagleburger referred 
to Southern Africa as being interdepen
dent economically in its infrastructure. 
His statement belied the reality of a 
subordinate state system in the region 
which South Africa clearly dominates. 
The encapsulation of Botswana, Leso
tho and Swaziland as well as the utter 
dependence of Malawi on labor migra
tion to South Africa is overlooked by 
this characterization. Neither does it 
consider the power to impose economic 
sanctions which South Africa has fre
quently exercised against Zimbabwe, 

Zambia, Angola and Mozambique. In 
his phraseology, Mr. Eagle burger 
seemed to have accepted the premise of 
a constellation of states which South 
Africa seeks to impose upon the region. 

In a later passage, Eagleburger hailed 
the rule of law in South Africa while 
noting that the independent judiciary 
and distinguished bar are institutions 
which bind it to the finest traditions of 
western democracy! Could he have been 
referring to the same institutions which 
sanctioned the hanging of three African 
National Congress members in June? 
Were those the same organs of justice 
that permitted the heinous deaths of 
Steve Biko and Neil Aggett in South 
African jail cells? Eagleburger's em
phasis on the utility of institutions in 
maintaining public order implied an ac
ceptance of cosmetic features as a 
suitable substitute for genuine demo
cracy. It has long been understood that 
a nation does not build justice by simply 
building a court system. Neither does it 
guarantee representative rule by estab
lishing a parliamentary framework. In 
this regard, the speech illustrated how 
the South African government, by vir
tue of its patently discriminatory politi
cal institutions, continues to enjoy 
legitimacy in the eyes of its Western 
allies. 

There was no apparent limit to the 
successes which were claimed in the 
speech for America's Southern Africa 
policy. It hailed the Carter administra
tion's joint negotiation of U .N. Secur
ity Council Resolution 435 with the 
Western Contact Group. This is quite 
ironic in view of the fact that the Reagan 
administration showed a pronounced 
willingness to compromise that resolu
tion when it first came into office. 
Secretary Crocker told the South 
Africans that the resolution was a good 
starting point for negotiations though 
not necessarily a sound basis for a full 
settlement in Namibia (See TransAfrica 
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INTERVIEW WITH TESFAYE DEMEKE, ETHIOPIAN 
CHARGE d'AFFAIRES 

The nation's attention has been captured this summer by the revelation of a silent tragedy unfolding in Ethiopia. Once 
again, the occurrence of drought in that country has led to famine. Unlike the drought induced starvation which ensued 
under Haile Selassie howeveli, this incident has been widely announced by the Ethiopian government. Between 50 and 
100 children are said to be dying every day in Ethiopia. The country lacks both food supplies and the appropriate means 
of transporting them. Americans have been shocked by our own government's reluctance to respond to Ethiopian ap
peals for aid. Tes/ aye Dem eke, Charge d'Aff a ires of the Ethiopian embassy in Washington discusses these and related 
issues in the following interview. 

Please describe the current famine in 
your country. How many people are af
fected? Which areas are worst hit? 
DEMEKE: As you know, natural 
calamity has been intensively affecting 
Ethiopia for the last three years, but 
lately the drought has been more pro
nounced in three of our northern 
regions, namely Gondar, Tigre and 
Eritrea. This drought has affected be
tween two and three million people in 
the three regions. Appeals have been 
made by my government to the interna
tional community for assistance, begin
ning as soon as the early warning system 
indicated that serious drought was to oc
cur in these regions. Some countries and 
international organizations, as well as 
concerned individuals have responded 
immediately to our appeal. The same 
appeal was also made to the U.S. ad
ministration. Personal communications 
were a1s6 expressed to administration 
officials. A letter signed by no less than 
80 members of Congress has been sub
mitted to the Director of AID at the 
Department of State, expressing the 
gravity of the situation in Ethiopia and 
that Ethiopia should be provided with 
the necessary assistance. 

Journalists and humanitarian organiza
tions have also expressed their concern 
about the human suffering in Ethiopia 
as a result of the famine and that the ad
ministration should respond to this 
massive human tragedy. Members of the 
Peace Corps are currently drafting a let
ter to the same effect. Senator Paul 
Tsongas of Massachusetts has sent a 
personal letter to the President on this 
issue. So far, we haven't heard of any 
indication on the part of the U.S. ad
ministration to respond positively in 
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order to alleviate the human suffering 
that has affected the lives of millions of 
people in Ethiopia. Conversely, the ad
ministration appears to be engaged in 
providing military equipment of a 
sophisticated nature to the regime in 
Somalia which has been the root cause 
of instability, human displacement, con
flict and insecurity in the region. What 
I deplore in the administration's attitude 
at this juncture is that while it can af
ford to provide military weapons to the 
Somali government that has committed 
an open aggression against Ethiopia, 
with a view toward annexing a part of 
Ethiopian territory, the administration 
now also seems to be engaged in the 
airlifting of massive military weapons to 
the government that is yet planning to 
carry out another act of aggression 
against the people of Ethiopia. 

The State Department recently asserted 
that $3.3 million in emergency food aid 
has been dispensed to Ethiopia. Is this 
an accurate report? 
DEMEKE: No. I have no exact knowl
edge of emergency aid that has actually 
reached the Relief and Rehabilitation 
Commission from the U.S. administra
tion. 

From whom has the Ethiopian Govern
ment sought assistance and what has 
been the response so far? 

. DEMEKE: The response on behalf of 
EEC countries and the United Nations 
has been gratifying although it has not 
totally met the needs of the people. 
Several individuals, and humanitarian 
organizations are in the process of mak
ing their donations. Since the magnitude 
of the problem is so great, some more 
assistance is required. 

How would you explain the American 
response to the current crisis? 
DEMEKE: The lack of a response on 
behalf of the administration to this 
humanitarian need has been difficult for 
me to comprehend, inasmuch as several 
members of Congress and many Amer
ican people sympathize with us because 
of the human suffering in Ethiopia. The 
attitude of the administration seems to 
be one which has no explanation. It 
gives you no timetable or logically ac
ceptable explanation for its denial of 
humanitarian assfstance to the people of 
Ethiopia. Conversely, it is arming an ex
tremely hostile regime in Somalia which 
would only compound the problems of 
the region in particular and that of Af
rica in general. 

How would you react to the statement 
that the Ethiopian Government has on
ly recently requested American aid for 
famine relief? 
DEMEKE: My government, since its 
observation of the serious drought that 
has today affected some of our regions, 
invited a number of international jour
nalists, including all diplomatic missions 
represented in Addis Ababa where the 
U.S. embassy is also present and gave 
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HAITI: STRONG ARM POLITICS 
AND PERPETUAL POVERTY 

After coming into existence as the 
Western hemisphere's premier black re
public at the turn of the nineteenth cen
tury, the nation of Haiti never fulfilled 
the promise of changing social relations 
among its people. One brand of despo
tism succeeded another throughout the 
years following 1804, so that the con
temporary rule of the Duvalier dynasty 
over the past twenty-five years is but the 
latest edition of repression in an un
broken chain of events. The liberation 
of Santo Domingo under Toussaint 
L'Ouverture, which still ranks as the 
longest sustained slave revolt ever, in the 
final analysis gave way only to the re
placement of the French by a contingent 
of indigenous oppressors. 

Haiti today is the most impoverished 
island in the Caribbean basin. Its six 
million people are composed of a vast 
majority who occupy the rural areas and 
engage in agricultural pursuits, in addi
tion to a minuscule elite which lords it 
over the cities while living off the fat of 
the land. Rural migration to the urban 
areas is a natural phenomenon and, as 
a consequence, the cities are equally as 
tainted with the plague of poverty as the 
countryside. Still, most of Haiti's poor 
live in the rural environs where they are 
distinguished by their Creole language 
and their conspicuous lack of shoes. By 
contrast, the well-to-do reside mainly in 

· the urban areas where they enjoy a 
remarkably high standard of living. 
They are bilingual, with French being 
the language associated with power. 

The socio-economic character of this 
country derives from the predominance 
of poverty. Peasants compose the ma
jority of the Haitian populace and most 
of them rely upon pig farming as their 
means of subsistence. Their occupation 
as farmers affords them a meager ex
istence with a per capita income of only 
$150. The nation easily ranks among the 
world's least developed countries and 
Haiti also suffers the dubious distinction 
of being the poorest country in the 
Western hemisphere. 

The dire poverty of Haiti is exempli
fied in a variety of other ways. Young 
children suffer from widespread malnu
trition which approaches the level of 
27% among preschoolers in the rural 
areas. The people as a whole have an in
fant mortality rate in the range of 130 
per thousand while the adult population 
must acknowledge a life expectancy of 

between 55 and 60 years. An extreme 
lack of physicians guarantees little im
provement in overall health conditions 
for the foreseeable future. 

The potential of the Haitian people 
themselves to remove the shackles of 
poverty remains extremely limited due 
to the appallingly low levels of in
digenous education. Adult illiteracy ap
proaches a ceiling of 75%. This circum
stance obviously inhibits any initiative 
toward development or modernization. 
Education exists as a privilege for the 
rich and those who do possess the bene
fits of schooling are inevitably urban 
dwellers who speak French as a product 
of their training. Among the rural chil
dren, less than 5% of those who even 
begin primary school ever finish it and 
none can expect a decent secondary edu
cation in a public school. 

ATLANTIC OCEAN 

Havana 

CARIBBEAN SEA 

The perpetual threat of natural 
disasters makes Haiti's developmental 
outlook even more bleak. The people of 
this eastern Caribbean island live under 
the constant danger of floods, torren
tial rains and hurricanes. The country 
is even susceptible to earthquakes. Any 
of these potential calamities may result 
in the extensive destruction of agricul
tural crops with the end result of income 
loss and possible starvation. All this 
comprises a bleak scenario indeed. 
Under the most favorable political con
ditions, the Haitian people would con
front a struggle for progress of gargan
tuan proportions. Given the actual cir
cumstances, theirs is a desperate plight. 

The present government of Haiti 
operates without due regard for the 

human rights of the Haitian people. 
Selective arrests conducted by the gov
ernment of Jean-Claude (Baby Doc) 
Duvalier in November 1980 and May 
1983 are only two of the more celebrated 
violations of basic civil liberties. Routine 
violations have been a common practice 
in Haiti ever since Fran.cois (Papa Doc) 
Duvalier came to power in 1957. The 
dictatorial rule of the Duvaliers has been 
sustained by virtue of a ruffian security 
force known as the Tonton Macoutes. 
Their reputation for beatings and other 
brutalities has been well documented 
over the years. 

As with any brazenly oppressive re
gime, the Duvalier government sancti
fies itself through its own perverse set 
of laws. The most obnoxious act of all 
may be the Anti-Communist Law of 
1969. This provides a convenient excuse 
for brutalizing anyone who dares to ex
press opposition to the ruling regime. 
The familiarity of the anti-communist 
theme as a convenient justification for 
authoritarian tactics automatically 
prompts the comparison of Duvalier's 
Haiti with Botha's South Africa or 
Pinochet's Chile. This is despicable 
company for anyone who claims to be 
the leader of a republic. 

One of the most famous victims of 
Duvalier's disfavor has been Sylvio 
Claude. The President of the Christian 
Democratic Party (PDCH), Claude was 
originally convicted in 1981. Even 
though the Haitian Court of Appeals 
later found his sentencing to be in error, 
he still languishes under arrest. A 
daughter of his, Madame Marie France 
Claude, is now in exile. Both of them 
have been denied access to their family 
or legal counsel within Haiti. The gov
ernment does not tolerate outside moni
toring of the human rights situation in 
Haiti and maintains the tightest security 
possible for all court trials. Be that as 
it may, in a 1982 report, the Lawyers 
Committee for International Human 
Rights cited the Haitian government for 
a host of violations in the form of the 
denial of economic and social rights; the 
role of its security forces; its 1980 crack
down on dissidents; the persecution of 
human rights monitors; and the treat
ment of political prisoners which in
cluded torture and the holding of de
tainees incommunicado without charge. 

In view of such blatant constrictions 
of civil liberties, many have come to 



AFRICAN AND CARIBBEAN NEWS BRIEFS 

MORE PROBLEMS IN SUDAN 
The first week of July brought another incident in the con
tinual eruption of Southern Sudanese resistance to the Cen
tral Government in Khartoum. On this occasion, disgruntled 
Southern soldiers, operating under the name of the Libera
tion Front for the Southern Sudan, took five foreign relief 
workers hostage and demanded $95,000 in cash plus shoes, 
pants and shirts to oufit 150 people. The Sudanese national 
army crushed the rebellion on July 8, about a week after 
it started. This event came in the wake of an aborted mutiny 
by Southern soldiers in May. The recent problems have 
resulted from President Numeiry's conversion of the 
Southern Sudan into three distinct regions, a move which 
contravened the 1972 treaty which ended the civil war in the 
Sudan. 

FOREIGN INTERVENTION IN CHAD 
The protracted seesaw battle for the governance of Chad 
has attracted heightened international involvement. In late 
June, France began delivering military equipment to the 
government of Hissene Habre in Ndjamena. The weapons 
include anti-tank arms and mortars. French instructors are 
likely to be sent soon to acquaint government forces with 
the use of the materiel. Meanwhile, the Habre government 
has put a Libyan captive on display in the capital as proof 
of Qaddafi's role in the war. The Sudan, among other coun
tries has long asserted Libyan efforts to overthrow Habre. 
As a consequence, the war in Chad has intensified. Faya 
Largeau fell to the rebels in the early summer and the 
government has swapped control of the key city of Abeche 
in eastern Chad with opposition forces. The situation in the 
southern region is expected to worsen also because the gov
ernment was forced to withdraw many of its troops there 
in order to handle engagements in the north and the east. 

BROEDERBOND CHAIRMAN 
RESIGNS 
White South Africans broke the international headlines in 
early July as a result of the so-called politics of reform be
ing orchestrated by Prime Minister Botha. The latest con
troversy surrounds the resignation of Carel Boshoff as 
Chairman of the Broederbond, the secret Afrikaner brother
hood. Boshoff objected to the government's proposed con
stitutional reforms which offer a limited entree into the 
political process for Asian and Colored peoples but nothing 
at all for blacks. Analysts view this incident as an indica
tion of the intense strain between white liberals and conser
vatives in South Africa. Speculation arises that die-hard 
rightists may now see the need to withdraw into a laager 
in order to prevent the dissolution of apartheid. 

NEW BAHAMIAN BASE 
AGREEMENT 
Stronger ties between the U.S. and the Bahamas appear to 
be in the offing since the two governments reached a $105 
million agreement for the leasing of naval facilities in the 
Family Islands early in July. The deal spans ten years com-
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mencing in 1984, with the stipulation that the U.S. will pay 
$10 million per annum for the first five years and $11 million 
each year after that. There had been no U.S. ambassador 
to the Bahamas for two years but Dr. Lev Dobriansky, a 
former Georgetown University economics professor assum
ed the post last March 11. The Bahamian Prime Minister 
had previously predicted that bilateral relations would im
prove quickly once the U.S. ambassador arrived. 

BRUTUS CASE UPDATE 
National attention has been drawn once again to the plight 
of Dennis Brutus, the exiled poet and professor of African 
and English literature at Northwestern University. Brutus 
seeks political asylum in the U.S. because of the proven in
clination of the South African secret police (BOSS) to go 
after its opponents wherever they reside in the region. The 
assassinations of Ruth First in Mozambique and Joe Gqabi 
in Zimbabwe provide horrifying evidence of Brutus' con
tention. Nevertheless, the U.S. Immigration and Naturaliza
tion Service is demanding that Brutus be deported to his 
native Zimbabwe. The agency bases its demand on classified 
information, thus virtually nullifying Brutus' ability to de
fend himself. TA's Executive Director testified in behalf of 
Brutus at hearings in Federal District Court in Chicago on 
July 18. The prospect exists that Brutus may be denied 
asylum, but then have the opportunity to appeal his case. 

LINES DRAWN AT CARICOM 
SUMMIT 
The Caricom summit, originally scheduled for four days, 
stretched out for five as sharp differences among the par
ticipants constrained their ability to agree on moves toward 
community expansion. Jamaican Prime Minister Edward 
Seaga failed in his bid to establish some relationship bet
ween Caricom and the Dominican Republic. He then suc
cessfully led the opposition to the efforts of Grenadian 
Prime Minister Maurice Bishop to extend the same sort of 
overtures toward Surinam. These events moved George 
Chambers, the Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago who 
hosted the summit, to lament that ideological disputes 
among Caribbean nations could likely abort the progress 
toward greater regional integration. The participants did 
manage to agree on the restructuring of the University of 
the West Indies. 

MANLEY DERIDES CONSUMER 
CARNIVAL 
In a broad attack on the JLP government, former Jamaican 
Prime Minister Michael Manley criticized his successor's 
penchant toward materialism as the root cause of financial 
crisis in the country. Citing $1.2 billion of loans incurred 
under the Seaga administration during its two years in 
power, Manley maintained that a "carnival of con
sumerism" in Jamaica has been the main result of the bor
rowed funds. He further referred to an increased trade 
deficit and the dramatic rise in consumer imports as evidence 
that the dependent capitalist model cannot accomplish 
development for the nation. 
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LEGISLATION AND POLICY UPDATE 

DIVESTMENT-The month of September should be a very 
active one for municipal legislation on South African divest
ment. The D.C. Divest bill (5-18) is scheduled for a vote 
on September 7. As is customary in the capital city, a sec
ond vote will be held two weeks later. TransAfrica was 
shocked to learn of opposition on the Council when the bill 
was considered by two of its committees . The D.C. Local 
Support Committee acted quickly to address the situation. 
As a product of their efforts 175 post cards were sent from 
constituents of Ward 4 to Councilwoman Jarvis which ex
pressed their concern at her failure to support the divest
ment legislation. Indications are now that the bill's chances 
for passage have been strengthened. 

TransAfrica Chicago is also actively supporting Illinois 
divestment legislation. State bill 569 would prohibit the in
vestment of pension funds in South Africa as well as outlaw 
the extension of bank loans or bank business with the apart
heid state. Similar legislation had been introduced in 1979 
and 1980 but was never passed in committees. The Local 
Support Committee has formed a coalition to generate 
greater support this time and has met with Rep. Carol 
Moseley Braun, sponsor of the bill. The bill is currently in 
the Personnel and Pensions Committee. Hearings are 
scheduled for September in Peoria, Champagne and 
Chicago. 

SIMPSON-MAZZOLI IMMIGRATION REFORM 
BILL-The Senate passed its version of the Immigration 
Reform and Control Act, S 529, by an overwhelming ma
jority of 76-18 last May. It thus repeated last year's prac
tice of giving strong and early approval of its version of the 
legislation. The House version, HR 1510, is not expected 
to reach the floor until September. House proponents have 
chosen the imposition of sanctions against employers who 
knowingly employ undocumented aliens and the creation of 
a national identification card to substantiate one's residential 
status as the means of controlling the flow of illegal aliens. 
Also proposed is a streamlining of procedures for deporta
tion, asylum and exclusion which amount to the elimina
tion of vital levels of appeal for would be immigrants and 
refugees. 

The Senate bill provides a 425,000 per annum ceiling for 
legal immigrants and persons granted asylum. The House 
bill establishes no absolute limit, leaving current law un
changed at 270,000 for legal immigrants. The House bill 
specifies no ceiling for refugees, asylum applicants, and 
relatives of U.S. citizens. All illegal aliens already in the 
country and able to prove continuous residence since Jan
uary 1, 1982 would be granted permanent resident status 
under HR 1510. S 529 requires continous U.S. residence 
since January 1, 1977 in order for illegal aliens to be granted 
permanent resident status, while illegal aliens residing here 
continuously since January 1, 1980 would qualify for tem
porary resident status at the time of passage, and for per
manent resident status three years thereafter. 

TransAfrica lobbied for a January 1, 1982 legalization 
cut-off date primarily because an earlier date would have 
been quite detrimental to those Haitian refugees attempting 
to resettle in this country. In addition, an earlier cut-off date 
would have resulted in mass deportations of people not only 
from Haiti, but from many countries of the Caribbean, Af
rica, and the rest of the world. The summary exclusion pro
vision of both bills, limited judicial review and employer 
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sanctions have been the main targets of TransAfrica's 
criticism and lobbying efforts. 

NATIONAL LOBBY DAY-The Southern Africa Work
ing Group, of which TA is co-chair, initiated National South 
Africa Lobby Day on July 19. Activities began with a press 
conference in which Randall Robinson participated along 
with Congressmen Howard Wolpe (D-MI), Stephen Solarz 
(D-NY), Howard Berman (D-CA) and Jean Sindab of the 
Washington Office on Africa. Then some twelve delega
tions, composed of members of a variety of lobby and in
terest groups walked the halls of House office buildings to 
meet with members of Congress and their staffs. The results 
were encouraging as several repr:-sentatives who were in the 
undecided camp agreed to support the proposed legislation. 
Most Congresspersons were familiar with the Financial In
stitutions bill (HR 2957) because the vote on that bill was 
nearest. They showed some familiarity with the Solarz bill 
(HR 1693) but generally did not understand that that bill 
is one of three amendments to the Export Administration 
Act (HR 3231) which we support. This indicates that TA 
will have to work harder on the Gray (HR 1392) and Ber
man (HR 1877) amendments. 

The efforts on Lobby Day were fortified by the consis
tent work carried out by TA members and the local sup
port committees. They have accomplished an unprecedented 
thrust in support of the current bills. Letters, phone calls, 
and telegrams have been more numerous but more impor
tantly, the word has been widely disseminated on the legisla
tion proposed.and its chances for passage have been thereby 
enhanced. 

CARIBBEAN BASIN INITIATIVE-The Caribbean Basin 
Initiative has passed both the House and the Senate and is 
now in Conference Committee. Originally introduced as a 
three pronged package of (i) financial assistance, (ii) duty
free access of Caribbean Basin goods, and (iii) investment 
tax credits for U.S. corporations investing in the region, the 
legislation as it now stands has been considerably weakened. 
The list of Basin products eligible for duty-free access has 
been shortened with canned tuna, petroleum products, foot
wear and leather goods having now been denied duty-free 
access to U.S. markets . 

The investment tax credit has been replaced with a provi
sion which would allow U.S. corporations holding confer
ences in any of the 28 beneficiary nations to claim the related 
costs as legitimate business expenses. Put forward as a spur 
to tourism, this provision would clearly be of greatest benefit 
to international airlines, multinational hotel chains and other 
key non-indigenous tourism stalwarts in the region, while 
leaving the basic economic handicap of inadequate infra
structure untouched. 

The avowed goals of this legislation may be laudable, but 
the principal means of their pursuit are seriously flawed. 
The $350 million financial assistance package provided by 
the Congress last year has been neither addressed nor re
peated in the current legislation, underscoring a failure to 
recognize the importance of ongoing, cooperative efforts to 
first have adequate infrastructure in place if the region's 
aspirations of economic stability and revitalization are ever 
to be realized. HR 2769 and S 544 respectively passed the 
House and Senate by votes of 289-129 and 48-41. 
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SIXTH TRANSAFRICA ANNUAL WEEKEND 

1977 1983 

Prime Minister Maurice Bishop of Grenada 

The conviction of TransAfrica's members and supporters 
was clearly strengthened during the events which transpired 
last June 3 and 4. If there was ever any doubt about the 
penchant toward growth or the capacity for mobilization 
of TransAfrica, it could no longer stand after these two days. 
The weekend agenda included TransAfrica Forum's second 
annual policy conference, the lobby's sixth annual dinner 
as well as meetings of the general membership, the support 
committees from throughout the country and the boards of 
directors of TransAfrica and TransAfrica Forum. In every 
instance, the results were rewarding and sure to furnish even 
stronger incentives for our work for years to come. 

The Forum's second policy conference met at Howard 
University's Blackburn Center under the theme: Establishing 
a Black Foreign Policy Agenda. There were at least 170 con
ferees in attendance along with the thirty contributing par
ticipants. Several local enterprises staged book exhibits. 
TransAfrica itself displayed its Namibia Report and for the 
first time offered its insignia lapel pins. In addition, the D.C. 
TransAfrica Support Committee introduced the TransAfrica 
T-shirt. . :. 

Among the highlights of the conference was the luncheon 
address delivered by the Hon. Julian Bond, Georgia State 
Senator. In his own inimitable style, Senator Bond presented 
an evocative analysis of our nation's foreign policy. He 
mixed ridicule with candor and brought the conferees to a 
standing ovation as he made the luncheon an event in itself. 

That conferees found the plenary sessions as well as the 
workshops equally inspiring was demonstrated not only 
through their attendance but also by the lively question and 
answer sessions which followed the presentations. The 
TransAfrica Forum Meeting followed the conference. The 
proceedings of the conference will be published in an up
coming special edition of TransAfrica Forum. 

The first order of business on Satlirday, June 4 was the 
meeting of Support Committees from throughout the coun
try. In a very satisfying session, officers and members of 
the support groups discussed some of the common difficul
tied encountered in sustaining local organizations. Par
ticipants looked into matters of fund-raising and innovative 
ways of attracting new members among other issues. They 
also recognized the outstanding growth of some chapters 
and gave special acclaim to the Boston Support Committee 
for its heralded fundraiser last February. The local support 
committee network is expanding rapidly, making our na
tional thrust more powerful with each new addition. 
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At the general membership meeting, some time was 
devoted to an exchange of views between members of the 
board and the rest of the organization. In a frank and 
general discussion, TransAfrica demonstrated its sincerity 
of purpose as well as its commitment toward growth in the 
future. Everyone noted at the same time, however, that at
tendance at the meeting could have been higher. Greater ef
forts must be made by all concerned to improve the atten
dance at this very crucial gathering during the annual 
weekend. 

The annual dinner provided an appropriate climax to this 
series of events. Over 1200 gathered at the Washington 
Hilton to reaffirm their support for TransAfrica and to hear 
the address delivered by Prime Minister Maurice Bishop of 
Grenada. D.C.'s Honorable Mayor Marion Barry presented 
Mr. Bishop with the key to the city. Honorable Richard G. 
Hatcher, Mayor of Gary, Indiana and Chairman of Trans
Africa's Board of Directors, presented the Medal of 
Freedom to Adelaide Cromwell. The Reagan administration 
lent a special significance to the occasion by its accusations 
against Grenada, including the charge that the tiny island 
nation was building an airport to provide logistical support 
to Cuban/Soviet military operations in the Caribbean. In 
the course of his address, Mr. Bishop thanked the Reagan 
administration for this unsolicited publicity which he said 
should help to promote tourism once his country opens its 
new international airport. In the main however, he utilized 
the occasion to applaud the solidarity between Black Amer
icans and the people of the Caribbean. He referred to the 
historical linkages between us and invited all in attendance 
to visit Grenada. Mr. Bishop pointed out the idiocy of a 
policy such as Reagan's which purports to bestow largesse 
upon the entire Caribbean even while it singles out some 
countries for favoritism and others for isolation. He dis
cussed the plight of oppressed people everywhere and noted 
the similarity between the situation in Southern Africa and 
that in this hemisphere. 

That the Prime Minister was warmly received became evi
dent through the closing remarks of TransAfrica's Executive 
Director, Randall Robinson, who asked Mr. Bishop to relay 
the message to the people of Grenada that "We are with 
them" in their struggle for equality among nation-states. 
They must know, he said, that the policy actions of this ad
ministration in no way reflect the desires or intentions of 
the black people of this country. 
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DEMEKE cont'd from page 2 

a press conference explaining the gravity 
of the problem. I personnaly have ex
pressed the same request to humani
tarian organizations, the Congress, to 
journalists, and I have urged the Depart
ment of State officials, explaining the 
severity of the drought and that we need 
their assistance. To date, the response 
has been nil. 

Some would say that it is the worst sort 
of contradiction for Ethiopia to expect 
American relief assistance even while she 
condemns American imperialism and 
U.S. Foreign Policy in general. 
DEMEKE: You see, U.S. policy in 
Southern Africa, for example, and in 
the Horn of Africa, is not only resented 
by my government, but also by all peace 
loving nations of the international com
munity. One clear example is that this 
administration is denying bread to the 
victim of aggression that is Ethiopia 
while it is airlifting bullets to the ag
gressor (Somalia). How would you re
concile this attitude of the Administra
tion? 

Does it seem plausible for the U.S. to 
send aid to a nation that has warm ties 
with the Soviet Union? 
DEMEKE: As you know, Ethiopia is a 
sovereign state, independent to maintain 
bilateral relations to any degree with any 
nation. By the same token in my view, 
this should not have any negative im
plications whatsoever for the U.S. ad
ministration. For that matter, the system 
we have adopted in our country is main-

. ly intended to alleviate the domestic 
problem of our previously oppressed 
masses under the feudal regime and is 
not in any way designed to counter U.S. 
interests. 

There is constant military activity in the 
country now, e.g., in Eritrea, Tigre and 
the Ogaden. To what extent are regional 
conflicts disrupting relief efforts? 
DEMEKE: Somali aggression has de
stroyed all development projects and 
settlements at the height of the war (be
tween 1977 & 1978). Even now it's not 
uncommon for the Somali government 
to infiltrate its troops into Ethiopia 
under the guise of guerrillas, to destroy 
development projects, burn crops, blow 
up bridges, and disrupt smooth func
tioning government humanitarian as
sistance. 

Is it possible that assistance has been 
diverted by the Government for military 
purposes? 
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DEMEKE: This has been automatical
ly dismissed as a lie, not only by our
selves but by donor organizations, gov
ernments, and a number of independent 
journalists. It has only proven as an ex
cuse by the administration to justify its 
failure to provide humanitarian assis
tance to the needy of Ethiopia. 

What are some of the real logistical 
problems hampering relief efforts? 
DEMEKE: We need means of trans
port. Not only do we need the relief but 
also the means of transport. My Gov
ernment, on its part, is doing its level 
best to distribute food and medical 
equipment with every means it has. 
However, since our resources are lim
ited, we have not been able to meet this 
unprecedented natural calamity. That's 
the only problem. 

How are bilateral relations between 
Ethiopia and neighboring countries af
fecting the situation? 
DEMEKE: We enjoy excellent relations 
with all OAU member countries with the 
exception of Somalia which has always 
pursued an annexationist policy against 
our own territory and has been engaged 
in acts of aggression against us in order 
to annex this territory by means of 
force. Somalia's irredentist policy, by 
the way, is not only limited to annexing 
the Ogaden region of Ethiopia, but has 
been confirmed by the fact that Somalia 
entertains the dream of occupying the 
northern district of Kenya and the en
tire Republic of Djibouti with a view 
toward realizing her dream of forming 
a "Greater Somalia." This Somali Gov
ernment has been condemned by the 
OAU and the U.N. on several occasions. 

The Ethiopian head of state currently 
occupies the chair of the OAU. Of what 
utility is this continental body in ad
dressing current circumstances? 
DEMEKE: As you know, the OAU has 
limited financial resources. Although it 
has contributed positively toward the 
alleviation of this natural calamity with
in Ethiopia, it cannot do much. 

It's not without good reason that our 
head of state has been elected to be the 
current chairman of the OAU. His elec
tion is a clear testimony to his states
manship and commitment to the peace, 
stability and total independence of the 
entire continent of Africa. 

What steps can the Ethiopian govern
ment take to prevent the recurrence of 
famine in the future? 
DEMEKE: As you know, we have no 
means of controlling nature. However, 
once we notice the sight of drought 

through the early warning system, we do 
our level best using our limited resources 
and the assistance we get from the inter
national community, we provide what 
we can to the needy, resettle those that 
have been displaced in areas of arable 
land and shelter as many as we can but 
if more international aid was to be se
cured more could be done and the prob
lem could be minimized. 

The drought has been widespread 
throughout Africa. All of the countries 
in the Sahelian belt and even those in 
southern Africa have been affected. 
What are the implications of this for 
African Economic Development? 
DEMEKE: It certainly will hinder 
Africa's economic development unless 
the international community, particular
ly those highly developed resourceful 
nations, are going to respond generously 
to those countries in Africa that have 
been badly affected by this natural 
calamity. 

Such largesse doesn't seem forthcoming 
from the U.S., especially in view of the 
recent UNCTAD fiasco. 
DEMEKE: The U.S. administration 
should be made to be able to understand 
Africa's problems and not to see them 
only in the light of East-West confronta
tion. That, I believe is a problem with 
the administration now and a reason 
which underlies its failure to assist Af
rica as a whole and in part, Ethiopia. 

Has the current refugee situation com
plicated your relations with Sudan? 
DEMEKE: No. The refugee situation 
has not affected our relationship with 
the Sudanese Government. We still have 
an excellent relationship with the gov
ernment of Sudan and our relationship 
has always been at the ambassadorial 
level. Committees have been formed be
tween our two governments at minister
ial levels for the exchange of our mutual 
interests and better understanding of 
each other's problems. 

Thank you for your time and this 
discussion. 
DEMEKE: Thanks to you for coming 
to hear our views and resentment of the 
U.S. policy. Also, thank the people of 
the U.S. and the Congress who are still 
making every possible effort to get the 
administration to change its discrimina
tory view, particularly along the lines of 
humanitarian assistance. 

The Washington Post told us this 
morning that they have been inundated 
with letters advocating for the admini

Continued on next page 
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DEMEKE cont'd from previous page 
stration to respond to Ethiopia's hu
manitarian needs. Space prohibits them 
from publishing them all. However, 
they were urging the administration to 
respond to this mass human suffering 
and that's exactly what you are also try
ing to do and I believe the effort will 
result in getting the administration to 
respond positively to the mass appeal 
that is being made to it by all these diver
sified sectors from all corners of the 
U.S. 

EAGLEBURGER cont'd from page I 
News, Special Edition, August, 1981). 

The speech further lauded Vice Presi
dent Bush's visit to Africa earlier this 
year as a triumph in African-American 
relations. This reference revealed how 
we emphasize personal summitry in our 
relations with African states, in lieu of 
more substantive negotiating efforts 
undertaken on a consistent basis. Ever 
since the days of Henry Kissinger, we 
have denigrated summitry as the stuff 
of symbolic politics as it pertains to rela
tions with our allies as well as with the 
Soviets. Somehow, summitry has been 
judged to be sufficient for Africa policy. 

Eagleburger also told us how Ameri
can corporations have been a leading 
force for change in South Africa. The 
grounds for this statement are truly 
elusive when we consider that one-third 
of the American businesses in South 
Africa have voluntarily refused to sign 
the Sullivan principles for the imple
mentation of fair labor standards in the 
workplace. Eagleburger commended the 
Sullivan principles even while he rejected 
the proposed legislation which would 
give them the force of binding law as ap
plied to American businesses. This con
tradiction has generated little surprise 
among seasoned observers of American 
policy toward Southern Africa. At first, 
the Sullivan principles were rejected as 
being too severe. Later, American busi
nesses embraced them because it seemed 
that more penetrating sanctions would 
be in the offing. For American business 
in Southern Africa, it has always been 
the least expensive option which proved 
most attractive. 

In the conclusion of his speech, the 
undersecretary depicted critics of con
structive engagement as those who, for 
their own reasons, have chosen to mis
understand it. On the contrary, the 
criticism arises from the fact that there 
is nothing new in constructive engage
ment. It represents nothing more than 
a modern version of the Nixonian policy 
"tilt" toward South Africa. The point 
has now been reached whereby we have 
titled so far and so long toward South 

Africa that our own Southern Africa 
policy is barely distinguisable from that 
of the apartheid regime itself. 

HAITI cont'd from page 3 
question the amicability of American 
foreign policy toward Haiti. Some 
observers have even labeled our Haitian 
policy constructive engagement because 
of the similarity in our government's af
fected blindness toward Haiti and South 
Africa. The most obvious affront has 
been America's duplicitous refugee 
policy which has regarded the Haitian 
boat people who have swarmed our 
shores as ineligible for asylum because 
they are economic and not political 
refugees (See TA News, Fall 1981). The 
racist undertones of this posture are ob
viated by a comparison of our policy 
toward the boat people with that toward 
the Poles who come here as refugees. 

Foremost among the critics of the 
Duvalier regime has been D.C.'s own 
Congressman Walter Fauntroy who 
visited Haiti twice during his tenure as 
Chairman of the Congressional Black 
Caucus. Mr. Fauntroy's forthright 
criticisms have been a cause of conster
nation among Duvalierists and the lat
ter have made well known their discom
fort with objections coming from up 
North. Their underlying feeling seems to 
be that it is inappropriate for black 
Americans to condemn the policies of 
the Haitian government. From a warped 
perspective, it appears incompatible 
with the aims of black unity to condemn 
blacks in power anywhere. 

However, this argument lacks sub
stance due to the very basis of its reason
ing. The lesson has been taught all too 
well by the Amins, Mobutus, Nguemas, 
and Bokassas in the world, that we can 
sometimes be our own worst enemies. 
Being black is no excuse for being 
brutal. On the contrary, it is the worst 
sort of self-indictment. The government 
of Duvalier in Haiti must come to realize 
that its own castigation arises from a 
positive desire among black Americans 
to engender the relief of a suffering peo
ple. It must further acknowledge that as 
the perpetrator of the suffering, it is the 
logical object of our ire. 

It is important for the future of Haiti 
that observers continue to monitor 
political developments in that country. 
The tragedy of the boat people, the 
deleterious effects which that and 
related events have had on the Haitian 
economy, and the need for a more 
promising approach to economic 
development all require changes in the 
political sphere which simply do not 
seem to be forthcoming at present. 

LEGISLATION & POLICY 
UPDATES cont'd from page 5 

WORLD FOOD CRISIS-The House 
Committee on Foreign Affairs met on 
July 26 to consider the effects of the 
world food crisis and particularly the 
plight of those people in Ethiopia who 
have been stricken by famine. Agricul
ture Secretary John Block testified that 
there is no net shortage of food in the 
world but people are suffering because 
of problems relating to the distribution 
of food supplies. Block said that there 
are simply not sufficient vehicles or 
suitable transportation routes to get 
food to people in need. Peter McPher
son, Administrator of the Agency for 
International Development stated that 
the average person in Subsaharan Africa 
has a daily intake of fewer calories to
day than five or ten years ago. He said 
that the key to changing this circum
stance is in helping the poor to earn 
more income. 

Africa Subcommittee Chairman Ho
ward Wolpe criticized the demonstrated 
reluctance of the Reagan administration 
to respond to the humanitarian needs of 
the Ethiopian people. The U .S dragged 
its feet for nearly six months before 
responding to the first request by Cath
olic Relief Services to assist Ethiopia 
with emergency aid. By the time it did 
act in May, a second appeal for more 
aid had already been issued. The new to
tal for overall U.S. emergency aid to 
date is $2,230,000 which contrasts stark
ly with the State Department's claim of 
nearly $4 million in such assistance. U.S. 
officials have chosen to claim monies 
which were previously appropriated for 
Ethiopia in conjunction with other pro
grams as emergency aid. This posture 
lends support to the belief that the ad
ministration's ideological disaffection 
with the Ethiopian government has led 
it to withhold humanitarian assistance. 
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