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CONGRESS OVERRIDES VETO 
Sanctions: A First Step 

The anti-apartheid community won a substantial victory 
on 2 October 1986 as the US Congress voted overwhelming
ly to override President Reagan's veto of the South Africa 
sanctions legislation. There were several Senators and 
Congressmen who authored legislation during the period of 
months preceding the final passage. The Anti-Apartheid Act 
of 1986, sponsored by Congressman Bill Gray (D-PA), 
Senator Edward Kennedy (D-MA), and Senator Lowell 
Weicker (R-CT) was designed to receive enough support in 
the Congress for passage while still placing considerable 
pressure on the South African government. However, on 18 
June the House surprisingly voted for much more compre
hensive sanctions , calling for a total trade embargo and for 
full disinvestment of US companies in South Africa- a bill 
proposed by Congressman Ronald Dellums (D-CA) . 

Even the measures in the Kennedy-Weicker bill were 
considered too strong for passage in the Republican-con
trolled Senate . Senator Richard Lugar (R-IN), chairman of 
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, initiated a bill 
which was void of any substantial measures and received 
strong Republican support. Several Senators that supported 
punitive sanctions proposed amendments to strengthen the 
bill's final composition . The US Senate finally passed this 
legislation on 15 August by a margin of 84 to 14. 

After the Senate vote, Senator Lugar appointed the ultra 
conservative Jesse Helms (R-NC) to the conference com
mittee in an effort to ensure limited changes in the Senate 
bill. Helms' appointment sent a clear signal to the House 
that he would attempt to delay the outcome of any legisla
tion _by the final recess of the 99th Congress. As a result of 
Senator Lugar's political maneuvers and of the time con
straints, the House agreed to accept the Senate version in 
order to hasten the final bill's passage by the Congress 
recess on 3 October. 

The House override of the President 's veto occured on 29 
September by a vote of 313 to 83. The Senate vote followed 
on 2 October with a decisive 78 Senators voting for the 
override and only 21 Republicans remaining loyal to the 
President. The final bill's provisions, summarized below, 
also apply to Namibia- the territory which continues to be 
occupied illegally by the South African military. 

The demonstrations at the South African embassy were instrumental in 
spawning a nationwide movement against apartheid. 

The Bill: 
• Bans new US loans to South African businesses, the 
South African government and entities controlled by it, and 
forbids new US investments in South Africa. The invest
ment prohibition does not apply to reinvestment of profits 
earned in South Africa. 
• Halts the import of South African iron, steel, coal, 
uranium, textiles and agricultural products. The measure 
also bans the import of items produced by government
controlled firms in South Africa except for strategic materi
als needed by the US military. 
• Severs the US landing rights of South African Airways 
and prohibits US airlines from entering South Africa. 
• Prohibits US banks from accepting deposits from South 
African government agencies except for one account for 
diplomatic purposes. 
• Bans the export to South Africa of crude oil, petroleum 
products, weapons and munitions . 
• Transfers South Africa's US sugar import quota to the 
Philippines. 
• Bars US government agencies from cooperation with the 
South African military , from purchasing items from South 
African government-owned companies and from promoting 
trade or tourism in South Africa. 

(continued on page 8) 
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UNMASKING THE DISINVESTMENT SHAM 

The recent wave of corporate disinvestments from South 
Africa appears, at first glance, to meet the demands of the 
anti-apartheid movement. However, closer examination 
makes it clear that these actions do not fulfill the require
ments that have been set by those working on the issue in 
both South Africa and the US. The issue at h?.nd is whether 
Coca-Cola, International Business Machines, and General 
Motors, the three largest corporations that have to date an
nounced their departure from South Africa, are in fact break
ing all economic and technological ties with that nation. 

The Coca-Cola Company announced on 17 September 
1986 that it would sell its 30% share in Amalgamated 
Beverages Industries. It wrll not, however, relinquish its 
75% share of the South African market. The company will 
continue to supply fifteen distributors with the syrup con
centrate necessary to produce the Coca-Cola products 
which are sold throughout South Africa. 

International Business Machines, which employs 1500 
workers in South Africa and supplies that nation with the 
technology necessary for the efficient functioning of a police 
state, announced on 22 October 1986 that it too would 
disinvest from South Africa. The corporation decided to sell 
its operations to its local managers because the parent 
company was not satisfied with the government's progress 
in ending apartheid. Despite this dissatisfaction, IBM in
tends to fulfill its contractual obligations and will continue 
to supply services to its customers. Furthermore, IBM will 
continue to make the latest technological advances available 
to its South African counterparts, who could then easily 
pass on the information to their government. 

General Motors has been experiencing a decline in profits 
since 1980. This downturn in business, and international 
anti-apartheid sentiment, were the reasons cited for its 
move. Once again this appears to be a move in name only. 
The newly formed company that will take over the GM 
operation will not suffer from lack of resources since South 
African law aiready requires that two-thirds of the automo
tive parts used in manufacturing vehicles be produced in 
South Africa. The remainder necessary for manufacturing 
the Opel and Isuzu will be imported from Germany and 
Japan-nations that have not imposed strong sanctions 
against South Africa. GM, of course, will continue to supply 
the necessary technology. 

The actions taken by Coca Cola, IBM, and GM are 
examples of similar actions that have been taken by at least 
27 US companies that have "disinvested" from South 
Africa in the last two years. ln defending their refusal to 
make a clean break, these companies claim that to cut all 
ties would be an irresponsible business decision and that by 
contracting with locals to offer their products, they help 
both their employees and their customers . Employees retain 
their jobs and customers are not inconvenienced by a break 
in the supply of the product. 

Statement on Disinvestment 

With this in mind, TransAfrica would like to restate the 
purpose behind the campaign for disinvestment. The ulti
mate goal is a free South Africa in which all people are equal 

and the state is governed by majority rule. Disinvestment is 
one means to that end. The immediate goal of disinvestment 
is to cut all technological and economic ties to the apparatus 
of apartheid. Such a move would send a sharp message to 
the apartheid regime. We recognize that some South Afri
cans, including Blacks, may lose jobs as a result of this; 
nevertheless, the South African people have clearly indicat
ed that they are willing to bear this price because it will 
ultimately lead to freedom. On this issue we are following 
the lead of South African leaders such as Nelson and Winnie 
Mandela, Desmond Tutu, and Allan Boesak, who have 
courageously defied the apartheid laws by calling for disin
vestment and sanctions against the regime. 

Foreign companies strengthen apartheid by investing in 
South Africa, by paying taxes to the government, and by 
providing the expertise, technology and products that keep 
it in operation. The recent disinvestments have cut the ties 
of direct investment in that nation-US companies no 
longer pay taxes and this is in itself a significant step toward 
our goal. Still, it is not enough. By continuing to license and 
distribute their products these firms are propping up the 
regime both financially and technologically. The newly 
formed South African companies will pay the government 
taxes, while allowing the US distributor to continue to 
benefit from the profits of apartheid . The US firms in 
question obviously hope to avoid the criticism of the 
American people by taking these measures . 

TransAfrica calls for continued pressure on these compa
nies until they cut all ties with South Africa. The pressure 
will not end until they no longer transfer money, services, or 
technology into the apartheid political economy. 0 

AID TO THE FRONTLINE STATES 

TransAfrica is currently working on the issue of sending 
US aid to the Frontline States (FLS) of southern Africa. 
This issue has come to the forefront in many circles because 
of South Africa's threats of retaliation against its neighbors 
for supporting the sanctions effort. The FLS have stood 
firmly behind the call for sanctions, despite such threats. 
The fact is that they need assistance to rebuild the roads, 
railways and communication systems that have already 
been destroyed by South Africa's policy of regional destabi
lization. 

South Africa has a history of destabilization in the region. 
By keeping their neighbors in an unstable and weak state, 
South Africa is better able to maintain apartheid. For this 
reason, the South African government likes to keep its 
neighbors in a dependent position, particularly in the area of 
transportation that is used for trade . To ensure that there 
are no alternative trade routes, the South African govern
ment has blown up bridges on the Limpopo railway line, and 
terrorized the Beira corridor. They either perform these acts 
themselves or through their surrogates such as the Renamo 
rebels in Mozambique or the UNIT A rebels in Angola. 

Recognizing South Africa's intent to destabilize and exert 
control over the region, the FLS joined together in 1979 to· 
form the Southern Africa Development Coordinating Con-
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ference (SADCC). SADCC, now in its seventh year, has 
identified four hundred projects in twelve sectors of the 
economy that are in need of assistance. The entire program 
amounts to $5.4 billion that will be needed over a six year 
period. The sectors under SADCC supervision include 
transport. communications, mining, energy and industrial 
development. 

TransAfrica is basing its recommendations for aid on the 
studies produced by SADCC. We have entered into discus
sions with the SADCC representatives, the Ambassadors of 
the FLS, and with Congressmen and their aides, to test the 
feasibility of the projects and the legislation. We are con
vinced that the projects are viable and that a number of 
Congressmen and Senators are willing to submit this legisla
tion . All that remains is to convince the Congress and the 
American people that it is in the best interest of the United 
States to retrieve the nations of Africa from the bottom of 
the foreign aid barrel. In the case of the Frontline States, 
immediate action is imperative if we are truly committed to 
ending apartheid in South Africa and destabilization in the 
region. D 

SOUTHERN AFRICA 

GRENADA CONDEMNS COARD AND 
13 OTHERS TO DEATH 

A court in the Grenadan capital of St. George's has 
sentenced 14 persons to hang for their role in the execution 
of former Prime Minister Maurice Bishop. Three other 
accused persons were sentenced to long terms in prison (45, 
45, and 30 years) while one was completely acquitted of all 
charges. The verdicts and sentences were handed down on 4 
Dec.ember 1986. 

All 18 accused persons had pleaded not guilty to charges 
of killing Bishop and I 0 other persons on 19 October 1983. 
The US invaded the island nation on 25 October. in appar
ent response to the circumstances 1Tounding the death of 
Bishop. The persons convic t1 r y thejury of seven men and 
five women include: Bernard Coard. former Deputy Prime 
Minister: Phyllis Coard, Bernard Coard's wife: Callistus 
Bernard: Leon Cornwall; and Selwyn Strachan. The sole 
acquitted person is Raeburn Nelson. D 

3 
ACCIDENT OR SABOTAGE 

Samora Machel, President of Mozambique, died tragical
ly on the night of 19 October 1986 when his twin-engine jet 
crashed in South Africa near the Mozambican border. 
Thirty-three others died with him, including top officials of 
the Mozambique government and the Ambassadors to Mo
zambique from Zambia and Zaire. 

Controversy surrounds this incident which the South 
African government claims was an accident due to bad 
weather conditions and pilot error. The governments of 
Zimbabwe and Zambia, however, issued statements imme
diately after the crash was reported, blaming South Africa 
for the death of President Machel and his entourage. Com
menting on South Africa's history of destabilization in the 
region, President Kenneth Kaunda of Zambia declared, 
" South Africa will be considered guilty un til proven inno
cent." 

Militant crowds in Harare, Zimbabwe and in South Africa 
reacted with a similar view of the situation. In Harare, 
thousands of protesters stormed the offices of South African 
Airways, the US embassy and the Malawian High Commis
sion. They stoned windows, smashed furniture and set fire 
to the South African Airways office. In South Africa, police 
fired tear gas at approximately 250 students who were 
protesting their government's involvement in the crash . The 
South African government denies any involvement and has 
invited other nations to investigate if they wish. The govern
ment also issued its condolences to the Mozambican people 
for their loss. But, condolences and investigations are not 
enough to satisfy the suspicions of either the people of 
southern Africa or the international anti-apartheid move
ment, because the history of South African destabilization 
in the region is widely acknowledged and well documented. 

In an effort to preserve the apartheid system, the South 
African government has pursued a strategy of destabiliza
tion throughout the region. The government overtly sup
ports, funds, and arms the Mozambique National Resis
tance (Renamo) rebels in Mozambique as well as the 
UNIT A rebels in Angola, both of whom are fighting against 
popularly established governments. The South African gov
ernment, on its own or through its surrogates, has bombed 
and destroyed factories, railways and ports in virtually all of 
the nations in the region, forcing dependence on South 
Africa for trade and communications links to the rest of the 
world. South Africa tried but was unable to prevent the 
liberation of Zimbabwe. They continue to illegally occupy 
Namibia. When they became disatisfied with the govern
ment of Lesotho last year, they simply arranged a coup and 
had it overthrown. With this history in mind, it is easy to be 
suspicious about the cause of the crash. Thirteen days 
earlier, when six South African soldiers were injured by a 
land mine near the Mozambican border, South African 
Defense Minister Magnus Malan issued a statement blaming 
President Machel for the incident and declaring that, "Ter
ror feeds on itself, it eventually turns on its hosts." Earlier 
in the month, South African troops were reportedly gather
ing on the border, at the same time that the Renamo rebels 
were increasing thei r acts of violence within Mozambique. 

(continued on paf?e 8) 
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HAITI: RATING THE CNG 

On 20- 21 November 1986 the head of Haiti' s provisional 
National Council of Government (CNG), Lt. Gen. Henri 
Namphy, paid the fi rst visit to the US by a Haitian head of 
state in 29 years . President Namphy met with President 
Reagan , Vice President George Bush and Secretary of State 
George Shultz and discussed plans for cooperation between 
the two countries in building democratic institutions and 
procedures as well as in promoting economic development. 
These objectives are no easy task for a country that has not 
known free .elections for at least one full generation and 
whose most common characterization is "the poorest coun
try in the western hemisphere." It is as yet too early to tell 
what will result from the discussions between the two 
governments. However. after nearly one year in office, the 
CNG has taken a number of measures on which its perfor
mance can be examined. 

Soon after replacing President-For-Life Jean-Claude Du
valier, the CNG declared its commitment to certain funda
mental democratic principles including the "'absolute re
spect for human rights , press freedoms, the existence of free 
labor unions and the functioning of structured political 
parties ." The following is a brief evaluation of the provi
sional government in meeting its own stated goals. In 
addition, we provide here an update on current US legisla
tion in response to the new situation in Haiti . 

Respect For Human Rights 

The Duvalier era brought incalculable suffering to the 
Haitian people . In this the Security Forces constituted a 
substantial instrument of oppression. In an effort to clean up 
after Duvalier, Namphy ordered the dismantling of the 
notorious Ton tons Macoutes. Unfortunately, this is as far as 
his effort s went in trying to undo what had been accumulat
ing for at least 29 years . 

Under the Duvaliers, the structure of the military in Haiti 
was such that the different branches operated more or less 
independently of each other with only the staunch Duvalier
ists achieving positions of authority. Recent events have 
shown that the military apparatus has, in effect, changed 
very little . 

Several post-Duvalier events give cause for alarm: 

8-10 February: Belair- many killed following Duvalier's 
flight from Haiti . 
19 March: Martissant-police shot and killed 5 civilians, 
severely wounding 19. 
18 April: Cour Theard- soldiers killed at least 5 civilians at 
warehouse incident. 
26 April: Fort Dimanche- troops fired on unarmed march
ers killing 6, wounding 50 . 
s·May: Habitation Fouchard- 7 peasants killed by former 
Macoutes after attempting to reclaim land; 60 houses 
burned . 
S June: Carrefours- military police fired on protestors 
killing one, severely wounding 11. 
18 November: Port-au-Prince-soldiers killed a 14-year-old 
boy and woman during protest , wounding 3 others. 

As these incidents make all too clear, human rights 
abuses after Duvalier's ouster continue to go unpunished by 
the government. Despite repeated calls for a commission to 

investigate such abuses , there has been no official response. 
Public investigations are rare and few of those involved 
have been brought to trial. 

Where people have been brought to trial, prosecution has 
been sloppy: Little attempt has been made to research and 
document accurately the activities of the accused. More
over , neither key witnesses nor accomplices associated with 
the government or military are included in the investiga
tions . This unwillingness to call current government and 
military personnel suggests that accomplices not only con
tinue in their posts, but that they also exist at all levels. 

The case of Colonel Regala is instructive: A member of 
the secret police under Duvalier and a close associate of the 
feared Luc Des yr-the former Chief of Secret Police notori
ous for his brutality and among the first to be tried for 
crimes against the Haitian people-Col. William Regala is 
believed to have been intimately involved in several mass 
murders that occured in the 1960s and 1970s. As recently as 
December 1985, Regala was appointed to a civilian-military 
(mostly military) commission to investigate the 28 Novem
ber Gonaives killings. (The Gonaives killings are considered 
to be the spark that brought down the Duvalier regime.) The 
Commission, however, proved to be little more than a 
disingenuous effort to appease international concern over 
Duvalier' s human rights record. Not surprisingly, no action 
was taken to condemn, much less prosecute those involved. 
Even the departure of Duvalier has failed to bring justice in 
this matter. Col. Regala currently serves as Minister of 
Interior and Defense of the three-member CNG. 

Freedom of the Press 

At the end of July 1986, the CNG issued a decree on the 
functioning of the press. This 1986 Press Law served to 
restrict the newly found press freedoms that had come with 
the departure of Duvalier. Among the many provisions and 
their effects the following four are particularly noteworthy. 
First, journalists are required to reveal their sources of 
information, leaving potential informants vulnerable . Sec
ond, businesses such as bookstores and printing facilities 
are classified as press. As such, they are liable for informa
tion contained in the publications they may print or sell. In 
effect this forces such businesses to protect themselves by 
refusing to accept "questionable" works. Third, the police 
have the power to ban any publication on sight based on the 
judgement that the sale will be "disturbing." The publisher 
has no recourse. Fourth, a university degree is now required 
in order to qualify as a liscenced journalist. Not only has 
this reduced the number of "'qualified" journalists, but it 
has also reduced the number of publications that had 
sprouted up after Duvalier, thus simplifying the job of 
policing. 

Nor is the Press Law the only means of restriction. In 
May 1986, Haiti's National Television station protested 
"attempts by the military to censor news broadcasts, con
trol program content and fire and demote key personnel." 
Col. Regala has been accused of direct involvement in these 
efforts. 

Clearly, the numerous provisions of the 1986 Press Law, 
the arbitrary dismissals and the increasing government 
control have resulted in an overall reduction of press 
freedoms in post-Duvalier Haiti. 
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Labor Unions 

Labor unions have had a bitter history in Haiti and, like 
many groups advocating the right to organize, have found 
little support from the government. During the Duvalier 
years there was one exception: the Federation des Ouvriers 
Syndiques (FOS). Reputed to be run by the Macoutes, FOS 
was used by the Duvalier regime to intimidate workers and 
gather information for the government. Many unions were 
disbanded while other unions were forced to work under
ground or to operate under the threat of harassment, 
dismissal and even death . 

Since Duvalier, the provisional government has revised 
the labor codes meant to protect the rights of workers and 
has pledged government support in securing those rights. As 
a result, trade union groups have proliferated. It would 
therefore seem that Namphy has kept his promise with 
respect to labor unions and workers rights in Haiti. 

However, since the CNG's "embrace" of the new Labor 
Codes, an estimated 12,000 workers have been reported to 
have lost employment to plant lockouts and closings. A host 
of companies have illegally harrassed and/or fired workers 
who have attempted to join labor unions. The victims of 
what has been described by some as the "deliberate crush
ing of any independent trade union movement" have been 
offered little help from either the Ministry of Social Affairs 
or the Labor Department. 

Among the various active unions today are the Centrale 
Autonome des Travaillerus Haitiens (CATH) and CATHI 
CLA T-the result of a split in the union wherein the latter is 
now affiliated with the World Confederation of Workers. 
CATH has the largest membership followed by CA TH/ 
CLAT which claims some 30 union groups. FOS, whose 
legitimacy is tainted, claims a membership of some 3,000 
and works closely with the American Institute for Free 
Labor Development (AIFLD). The connection between 
FOS and the AIFLD has again been questioned because the 
AIFLD itself has been linked to the CIA. 

The battle for workers' rights in Haiti is being fiercely 
· waged : While inimical forces seem to be at work against the 
fruition of the labor movement, Haitian workers are coura
geously defending their rights and fighting for the genesis of 
genuine de mocracy. 

Political Parties 

The Political Part ies Press Law of 1986 has been charac
terized as being in keeping with the Duvalier tradition. Jean
Claude Duvalier himself, in fact, adopted a Political Parties 
code in 1985 from which the 1986 Namphy code was 
apparently taken. 

Among the restrictions in the 1986 code are the following: 
all pre-existing parties are banned; parties linked to religious 
groups or trade unions are illegal; internal rules by which a 
party should function :ire determined by the military gov
ernment; each party must submit names and addresses of 
5.000 members distributed across the 9 departments of 
Haiti . It has been alleged that the last of these has been used 
to intimidate potential party supporters. Afraid to give their 
names for fear of reprisals, many citizens are hesitant to join 
political parties . The end result again, is that this and other 
such measures prevent the proliferation of organized politi
cal groups as well as inhibit public participation and perhaps 
potential political contenders. 
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The US Response 

On 3 October 1986 the US Congress passed the Assis
tance for Democracy Act of 1986 which was signed into law 
shortly thereafter. Under title II of this Act, the Congress 
resolved to assist Haiti in its development toward democrat
ic government. The resolution made reference to three 
specific areas: 
l . Economic Assistance - The US Congress has earmarked 
US $108 million to be available for assistance to Haiti during 
fiscal year 1987. These funds will be used for health and 
educational services, creation of jobs, development of agri
culture, and improvements in other aspects of the Haitian 
economy. 

This economic assistance has been given conditionally. 
The conditions include: 

• an improved human rights record 
• maintaining fiscal accountability 
• establishing free elections 
• establishing free and functioning associations 
• strict adherence to timetables 
• cooperation in implementing US development projects 

2. Military Training and Non-lethal Assistance - This provi
sion has been a source of controversy . Congress, led by its 
Haitian Task Force-a Congressional delegation chaired by 
Congressman Walter Fauntroy-had planned to allocate up 
to $4 million for military assistance to the Haitian Armed 
Forces . The Haitian community in the US reacted strongly 
to this action in light of the reputation of the Haitian military 
for corruption and excessive violence-a reputation of 
which the military has yet to rid itself. As a result stronger 
conditions have now been attached including: 

• comprehensive reform of the Armed Forces 
• removal from the Armed Forces of human rights abusers 
• prevention of further abuses 
• investigations into recent killings 
• withdrawal of weapons from the Tontons Macoutes 
• submission of tri-monthly progress reports to the US 

3. Recovery of Assets Stolen by Duvalier Regime - The US 
has pledged to assist Haiti in its efforts to retrieve assets 
stolen by Duvalier and his cohorts. These have been esti
mated by one source to be as much as $400 million. In this 
effort, US-French relations bears watching since Jean
Claude Duvalier remains in exile in France-the only coun
try in the world that allowed him refuge. 

Political Developments to Monitor 

The CNG has provided a timetable for political elections. 
Following the July decrees on the functioning of the press 
and of political parties, the election of a Constituent assem
bly took place on 19 October 1986. This body is to draft a 
new Constitution in conjunction with the "Council of Nota
bles"-a government appointed group whose non-demo
cratic origin has been criticized. To its credit, the CNG has 
kept to schedule in the process of returning Haiti to demo
cratic governance. Scheduled events to watch for include 
the following: 

• submission of constitution for referendum by Feb. 1987 
• local elections by July 1987 
• legislative and presidential elections by Nov. 1987 
• an elected president to be sworn in by 7 February 1988 D 
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HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS 

IN LIBERIA: US ROLE 

No country on the African continent, not even South 
Africa, represents a better example of the failure of Ameri
can foreign policy than Liberia. Under former Sergeant 
Samuel Kanyon Doe who seized power in a bloody coup in 
1980, the country has moved rapidly into the burgeoning 
camp of ruthless and corrupt military dictatorships. And 
throughout this process, despite the executions, disappear
ances, imprisonment, torture, and beatings of Liberians, US 
policy has been to support the Doe regime. Liberia receives 
per capita the largest amount of military and economic 
assistance in black Africa. Last year the US gave Liberia 
about $48 million, contributing a third of its budget. Over 
the past five years the Reagan administration has also 
provided strong moral support while minimizing persistent 
reports' of human rights abuses. 

A recent report on the deteriorating human rights situa
tion in Liberia is bound to bring US policy there under 
increased critical scrutiny. The report, "Liberia: A Promise 
Betrayed," was published on 12 November by a distin
guished New York based human rights organization, Law
yers Committee for Human Rights (36 West 44th Street, 
New York, NY 10036) . While the report examines human 
rights problems in Liberia from the beginning of the Doe 
regime, it concentrates on events following the 12 Novem
ber 1985 coup attempt. This coup attempt came in the 
aftermath of elections the previous October which were 
universally condemned as rigged. Hundreds, perhaps thou
sands of people were killed in the vengeful frenzy which 
followed the abortive coup. Curiously, the Reagan adminis
tration meekly accepted Sergeant Doe's National Demo
cratic Party of Liberia's (NDPL) theft of the election and 
ignored the subsequent repressions. 

This response follows an historical pattern. It has long 
been US policy to ignore domestic Liberian concerns while 
focusing on whether the ruling group is sufficiently pro
American. Until the Doe coup in 1980, Liberians had been 
ruled by a succession of moderately corrupt and tyrannical 
Americo-Liberians. These Americo-Liberians-African
Americans who returned to Africa to found Africa's first 
republic in 1847-had kept other Liberians who make up the 
overwhelming majority of the population from any meaning
ful participation in the political and economic life of the 
country. Successive US administrations provided strong 
support to these Americo-Liberian rulers. 

The Doe coup was widely welcomed inside Liberia as an 
opening for broader participation by all sectors. Unfortu
nately, the undisciplined and corrupt nature of the soldiers 
soon overshadowed whatever national interest motivations 
they may have had. 

Even though US policymakers were shocked by the 
brutality that Sergeant Doe and his colleagues showed to 
members of the deposed government, their concerns evapo
rated once they found out that the new group had no 
objections to the extensive US economic and military 
presence in Liberia. Later when Doe executed several of his 
colleagues to consolidate his power, the US accepted the 
explanation that Doe was acting against Soviet and Libyan 
subversion. 

Doe has apparently learned what many other dictators 
throughout the world have understood: Tyranny in the 
name of stopping communism is essentially acceptable to 
the present group of US policymakers. 

The present situation in Liberia is definitely not in the 
long term interests of the United States. Liberians have 
traditionally viewed the United States with a mixture of 
admiration and respect. Their historical links to the United 
States have been a source of great pride. It is therefore 
particularly painful to them that the United States appears 
to have abandoned them to the whims and caprices of a 
brutal and corrupt former sergeant. If the United States 
does not adjust its policies toward this country soon, it 
might find that a whole generation of Liberians, like their 
brothers and sisters in South Africa, associate the United 
States with repression. 

The demands of the Liberian people are very clear and 
the lawyers committee report together with the personal 
accounts of the many exiled Liberians should prompt the 
Reagan administration to change its policy. Liberians want 
democracy and they are prepared to fight, and if necessary, 
die for it. They are not likely to forget those who did not 
help them. Congress has taken the first step in challenging 
the current policy toward Liberia by passing a non-binding 
resolution linking additional US assistance to improvements 
in the human rights situation. More pressure will have to be 
placed on the Reagan administration to convince it to 
change its support for Sergeant Doe. D 

RESETTLEMENT IN ETHIOPIA 

In 1985 the bombardment of the international community 
with news of the famine ravishing Ethiopia and other parts 
of Africa generated an outpouring of aid and concern. 
Dominating the strategic Horn of Africa, Ethiopia remains 
very much on the agenda of the US Department of State 
though the concern is not primarily humanitarian. Seen as a 
key player in the Reagan administration's globalist East/ 
West chess game, Ethiopia's recent policies -concerning 
resettlement and villigization have added new fuel to the 
anti-communist fire raging in the White House . 

On 25 September 1986, the House Sub-Committees on 
Africa and on Human Rights and International Organiza
tions heard testimony from State Department and USAID 
officials on the perceived impact of the now infamous 
resettlement programs on drought victims and the ability to 
distribute the substantial amounts of donor assistance pro
vided through relief agencies all over the world. In addition, 
other experts on Ethiopia also gave testimony on the 
distribution of famine aid and more importantly on the 
issues of resettlement and villigization to which the Ethiopi
an government appears committed. 

Official pronouncements on the part of the Ethiopian 
government state that the resettlement of drought victims 
from the North and Central provinces-areas most brutally 
affected by the drought-was part of their famine relief 
programs. Relocating drought victims to more fertile and 
less densely populated regions of the south and west was 
meant to remove them from land that is no longer able to 
support the population. In spite of the hardship, officials 
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say, resettlement is necessary to save the peasants from 
perpetual deprivation on overused and non-productive land. 
The government has also declared that the resettlement 
program has been carried out with the overall voluntary 
consent of the population, although in recent interviews it 
has admitted to a limited use of coercion. 

According to the State Department and USAID officials 
however, Ethiopia's resettlement program is the cause and 
not the result of "untold thousands dying" as they are 
relocated to southwestern provinces. Its critics assert that 
the Ethiopian government is using the resettlement program 
to depopulate the Northern provinces of Tigray and Eri
trea- where the Tigrean People's Liberation Front (TPLF) 
and Eritrean People's Liberation Front (EPLF) have kept 
the government at a military stand-off. This claim is ques
tionable however, as on site observers (including interna
tional relief workers) state that none of those resettled are 
Eritrean and only 18% are Tigrean. As a result of pressure 
from the international community, the resettlement program 
has been discontinued . Despite the allegations against it, the 
Ethiopian government continues to defend itself against 
charges of abuse . 

The villagization program, endorsed as part of the social
ist policies of the Ethiopian Provisional Military Adminis
trative Council (PMAC), is perhaps more offensive to the 
US State Department. This program, by all accounts, 
continues to be carried out in an effort to collectivize 
Ethiopia's rural sector. This overtly socialist behavior wor
ries the current US administration, as it fears the expansion 
of Soviet-style policies into a region long coveted as a 
strategic location for US military interests. The US policy of 
containment, realized through its military support for Soma
lia, (which, ironically, also claims to be socialist) Kenya, 
and Sudan, is countered by Ethiopia's massive expenditures 
on Soviet weapons. 

In spite of the Marxist-Leninst rhetoric of Ethiopia's 
Provisional Military Government, many scholars believe 
that an intense sense of nationalistic fervor is what really 
motivates the architects of Ethiopia' s domestic and foreign 
policy. The high level of centralized planning and control 
offered by socialist doctrine allows for the consolidation of 
power in Addis Ababa. And while the State Department 
points nervously to the immense infusion of Soviet weapon
ry into the Ethiopian Armed Forces, this support is used 
almost exclusively by the government to crush Somali 
irredentists and nationalist liberation movements in Tigray, 
Eritirea and Sidamo. The military aggression is an attempt 
to unify Ethiopia and place her various nationalities under 
the unequivocal rule of the Dergue in Addis . Recent over
ture.s toward the West in search of economic aid and 
investment seem to expose the government's flexibility 
when it comes to pragmatic development policy and the 
strengthening of its GNP. 
It is clear that the devastation caused by the recent drought 
and famine has been partially alleviated. This relief has 
come largely as a result of international generosity. The 
Dergue' s resettlement and villagization programs, however, 
and the implications for Ethiopia's foreign and domestic 
policy remain high on the US administration's African 
agenda. 0 
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ANOTHER DEFEAT ON ANGOLA 

The House of Representatives handed the anti-apartheid 
movement and the people of Angola another defeat by 
voting to strike the Hamilton Amendment from the Intelli
gence Authorization Act. The provision sponsored by Con
gressman Lee Hamilton (D-IN), chairman of the Select 
Committee on Intelligence, would have halted US interven
tion in Angola unless and until there had been congressional 
debate and approval of the "covert" program. Although 
approved by the Intelligence Committee as section 107 of 
the Act, 229 representatives voted against retaining the 
provision in the final bill. 

Congressman Bob Stump (R-AZ), ranking minority mem
ber of the Select Intelligence Committee, offered the amend
ment to strike section l 07 from the Act. Congressman 
Claude .Pepper (D-FL), a previous sponsor of measures to 
aid the South African-sponsored UNIT A forces, served as 
co-sponsor. The coalition of republicans and conservative 
democrats that led the fight to defeat the Hamilton Amend
ment were successful in portraying the vote as a test of anti
communist sentiment. Despite the best efforts of anti
apartheid activists to convince Congress that a vote against 
the Hamilton Amendment contradicted a vote for South 
African sanctions, the Stump Amendment was approved by 
a final vote of 229 to 186 on 17 September 1986. 

Media reports have begun to suggest that some of the 
money from arms sales to Iran may have been diverted to 
the South African-backed UNITA forces. Whether or not 
this latest allegation proves to be true, TransAfrica and 
other anti-apartheid activists intend to urge the I OOth Con
gress to end US support for UNIT A. O 

PUBLICATIONS OF NOTE 

KING SOLOMON'S MINES REVISITED: 
Western Interests and the Burdened History of Southern 
Africa 
By William Minter 
New York : Basic Books Inc. 1986 401pp. $21.95 
With index and annotated sources and suggested readings 
(212) 207-7083 

This book by William Minter, a writer for Africa News 
and student of Southern and Lusophone Africa, is indis
pensable reading for Africanists and activists, among oth
ers. Copiously researched, it traces carefully how the 
discovery of the vastness of Southern Africa's mineral 
wealth led directly to the entrenchment, strengthening, and 
modernization of apartheid. It shows clearly that today, 
businesses and governments in the Western alliance-led by 
the US and the UK-prop up and protect apartheid. Togeth
er with Kevin Danaher's 1985 The Political Economy of US 
Policy Toward South Africa, Minter's book is essential in 
the anti-apartheid sanctions debate . They are particularly 
helpful in seeing through and exploding the latest myth of 
apartheid's protectors: that one eradicates apartheid by 
infusing it with even more capital, goods, services, and 
technology. O 
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SANCTIONS (cont'd) 

• Authorizes $40 million in aid to disadvantaged South 
Africans regardless of race. The bill also authorizes $4 
million a year in scholarship funds for victims of apartheid. 
• Calls on the African National Congress to suspend 
"terrorist activities" and commit itself to a free and demo
cratic post-apartheid South Africa. 
• States as US policy that additional sanctions will be 
imposed if ''substantial progress'' toward dismantling apart
heid is not made within a year. 

Some of the problems with this legislation are clearly 
apparent, especially with respect to US investments, strate
gic materials for the US, and references to the ANC's 
"terrorist activities." There are a great many loopholes 
which necessitate careful scrutiny by anti-apartheid organi
zations and congressional staff members concerned about 
the legislation's implementation. Despite the problems, the 
sanctions imposed 'oy the US Congress indicates foe signifi
cant progress that TransAfrica, as a black American foreign 
policy lobby, black elected officials, and the black commu
nity have made in their ability to influence policymakers. 
Although the sanctions legislation is generally viewed as a 
success, it is not an end by any means. TransAfrica is 
committed to urging the lOOth Congress to impose compre
hensive sanctions against the South African regime until 
apartheid has been completely dismantled and until the 
government adopts a one person-one vote, multi-party 
democracy. 

The United States has imposed the strongest economic 
sanctions thus far among the Western powers. Selective 
sanctions have been imposed to varying degrees by the EEC 
countries, the Nordic countries, the Commonwealth coun
tries, and Japan. In most instances, new investments in 
South Africa have been prohibited or discouraged . New 
bank loans to the government have been banned in the 
Nordic countries and the Commonwealth countries. A ban 
on iron and steel has been called for by the EEC and 
Commonwealth countries but it has not yet been implement
ed. Nuclear cooperation has been prohibited by all of the 
Western countries. In addition, the sale of computers to the 
South African military and police has been banned by these 
countries. The recent passage of US sanctions legislation 
may prompt these Western nations to follow suit and 
impose more substantive sanctions in the immediate fu
~re. D 
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MACHEL (cont'd) 

These factors, in addition to the the statement of the 
surviving pilot of the plane , who claims that he heard a shot 
or explosion as if the plane had been hit before it crashed, 
provide very strong evidence that point to South African 
sabotage. 

There would be no greater monument to Samora Machel 
than to use the instance of his tragic death to build and 
continue with the struggle against repression in southern 
Africa. TransAfrica urges you to continue the fight against 
-.id heing sent to UNIT A; to expose the Renamo representa
uves that are here in the US; and finally, to lobby to ensure 
that aid is sent to the Frontline States so that they can 
rebuild and resist South Africa's continuing efforts to desta
bilize the region. D 

TRANSAFRICA CHAPTER CONTACTS 

Members who do not belong to a local chapter are 
encouraged to join one in those cities where chapters exist. 
Below is a list of TransAfrica chapters around the country . 
If you are interested in helping to start a chapter in your 
city, please contact Ms. Perrin Reid of the TransAfrica staff 
at (202) 547-2550. 

Ms. Valerie Batts 
Visions Inc. 
Second & Franklin Streets 
Suite 701 
Richmond, Virginia 23219 

Ms . Margaret Baylor 
3250 Coolidge 
Berkley, Michigan 48072 

Ms . Denise Crews 
Post Office Box 19459 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45219 

Dr. T. Garrot Benjamin 
Pastor, Light of the World 
Christian Church 
5640 E 38 Street 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46218 

Dr. James Davis 
2600 Blaine Drive 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 2081 5 

Ms. Ada Edwards 
1706 Elgin Street 
Houston, Texas 77004 

Ms. Mattie Hopkins 
8229 S King Drive 
Chicago, Illinois 60619 

Ms . Grace Jones 
2936 E 112 Street 
Cleveland , Ohio 44104 

Mr. Howard Manning 
4929 Wilshire Boulevard 
Suite 1020 
Los Angeles, California 90010 

Ms. Harriet Michel 
President 
New York Urban League 
218 W 40th Street 
New York, New York 10018 

Mr. Jim Stone 
4805 51 Street 
San Diego , California 92115 

Dr. Charles Wesley 
3744 Broadway 
::Jary, Indiana 46408 

Dr. James Woodard 
TABSC 
Post Office Box 664 
Astor Station, MA 02123 
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