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HOUSE URGES REAGAN TO SUSPEND AID TO LIBERIA 

On February 18, the U.S. House of Re
presentatives adopted a nonbinding resolution 
requesting that the Reagan Administration 
suspend U.S. economic and military assistance 
to the Republic of Liberia until the Liberian 
government takes significant steps to fulfill 
earlier commitments to move the country to
wards democracy (a similiar resolution was 
passed in the Senate last December). Con
gress' call for a suspension of U.S. aid to 
Liberia came in the wake of fraudulent state 
elections on October 15, 1985 and human 
rights abuses perpetrated by the Liberian 
government following an attempted coup in 
November. 

The Liberian election, which was to 
return the country to civilian rule after 
five years of military dictatorship under 
General Samuel K. Doe (who was also the rul
ing party's candidate for president), was 
marred by the military junta's refusal to 
allow several opposition parties and candi
dates to participate in the elections, and 
government restriction of the campaign acti
vities of authorized opposition candidates. 
Furthermore, the election results, making Doe 
the new president with 50.9 percent of the 
vote, were tallied secretly in violation of 
previously adopted election procedures. It 
is widely believed that the ruling junta man
ipulated the vote count because Doe was de
cidedly defeated at the polls. 

In the aftermath of the November 12 
coup attempt by Liberian political exiles, 
the number of people estimated to have been 
killed by Doe forces range from five hundred 

to several thousand. The Doe regime also 
arrested and detained opposition political 
leaders without charge, allegedly on the 
grounds that they participated in the failed 
coup d'etat. 

The House resolution calls for the 
suspension of economic aid to Liberia until : 

1) All political prisoners are released. 

2) The press is allowed to operate freely . 

3) An independent judicial system is main
tained. 

4) All restrictions on the activities of 
opposition political parties are 
lifted. 

5) The government reconciles itself with 
all significant political groups 
in Liberia. 

The resolution also requests that President 
Reagan withhold military assistance until 
the Liberian government releases all polit
ical prisoners and has provided for free 
and fair elections. 

We support the House resolution urging 
that aid be withheld from the Doe regime. 
The resolution states that the U.S. has pro
vided $ 375,000,000 in economic and military 
aid to Liberia since 1981 " ••. on the basis 
of the government's commitment to hold free 
and fair elections." Since Doe has clearly 
reneged on this commitment, his government 
should not be entitled to any assistance from 
the United States. 

* * * * * 
NOTICE TO TRANSAFRICA MEMBERS 

From February 28 to April 4, Trans
Africa was forced to conduct its daily oper
ations away from our 545 Eighth St. address 
because of extensive damages the office sus
tained in a fire. 

The release of this issue of the legis
lative update has been delayed by several 
weeks due to this unfortunate circumstance, 
and we apologize for any inconvenience. We 
are pleased to announce however, that our 
operations have resumed at 545 Eighth St. and 
members will again be able to contact Trans
Africa staff directly at (202) 547-2550. 
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