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Dear Member, 

Thanks to your extraordinary commitment over the years, we 
stand today at an historic moment. We are poised for urgently 
needed breakthroughs that will vastly improve the lives of millions 
of men, women and children across Africa and the Caribbean. 

I rejoice that the rich legacy of African-American activism in 
U.S. foreign affairs led by Frederick Douglass, W.E.B. DuBois, Paul 
Robeson, Patricia Roberts Harris and Arthur Ashe has born abundant 
fruit. Their energizing and dauntless vision is now motivating 
many more citizens to champion the pressing concerns of the African 
diaspora. 

I see fresh promise and renewed hope as the spotlight of 
attention rivets upon the suffering peoples of Africa and the 
Caribbean as never before in history . 

A new progressive administration in Washington and a deepeni ng 
interest in foreign affairs among the American people, especially 
among our young people, holds great promise for our common future. 

Change is costly. From our long fight to end Apartheid in 
South Africa to our work on behalf of Somali refugees and the boat 
people of Haiti, I know that every advance we've made thus far has 
happened only because of the great sacrifices you and other devoted 
men and women of conscience have made on behalf of others less 
fortunate. 

I'm keenly aware your sacrifices to advance racial justice and 
democracy abroad are so often made without any recognition . 

You are truly an unsung hero. Because you've already made 
substantial sacrifices on behalf of oppressed people across Africa 
and the Caribbean, I want to personally say a heartfelt and long
overdue "thank you''· I deeply appreciate your crucial and valued 
support. 

And I also want to invite you to expand your already strong 
commitment by becoming a Founding Partner of the Founders'Council . 
The Founders'Council is created to sustain and undergird the long
term education and mobilization actions we must take to meet the 
many foreign policy challenges ahead facing the nations of Afr i ca 
and the Caribbean. 

Membership in the Council is by invitation only. 
nominees are persons who have already demonstrated 
commitment to our work. 

Council 
a strong 
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Members of our new Founders' Council agree to make a $100 
commitment to the work of TransAfrica Forum -- the tax
deductible educational organization working closely with 
TransAfrica -- our lobbying and legislative group. 

If you accept my invitation to become a Founder, you will 
receive several important benefits. 

First, your name will be listed in the Book of Honor, which 
will be permanently displayed in the Arthur R. Ashe Jr. Foreign 
Policy Library and Resource Center. Your valued commitment will be 
seen and recognized by national leaders, statesmen, diplomats and 
citizens from across the world. 

Second, you'll receive insider briefings from me and members 
of the Board from time to time. 

Third , you'll have the benefit of special alerts and 
dispatches sent to you on fast-breaking foreign policy issues. 

Finally, and most important of all, you' 11 have the deep 
personal satisfaction that comes from knowing you're doing all you 
can to bring compassionate and progressive foreign policies and 
programs to the suffering peoples of Africa and the Caribbean. 

If you enroll as a Founder today, and also plan to attend the 
events of African World Together on June 4-5, your single tax
deductible contribution of $300 will enroll you as a Founder and 
also allow vou to attend all of the weekend events with no 
additional charge. 

Whether you're able to attend the June events or not, I am 
very eager to count on your personal participation as a Founding 
Partner. 

As a member of The Founders' Council, you'll be helping us 
mark a most significant milestone: the completion of the new, 
permanent headquarters for both TransAfrica and TransAfrica Forum 
at 1744 R Street NW, in the embassy row section of Washington, D.C. 

I am pleased to tell you that Bryant Gumbel, Host of the NBC 
Today Show, will lead the official dedication ceremony. I am eager 
to have you join us at our Open House and tour our new headquarters 
facility, led by staff and board members. I want to share our 
excitement with you and explain our many plans for maximizing the 
use of our new five-story facility. 

I am proud and honored to tell you that our new headquarters 
will house The Arthur Ashe Jr. Foreign Policy Library and Resource 
center, a national and global research center on foreign policy and 
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the African diaspora. I feel it is most fitting to have this 
important center named for our beloved, freedom-fighting colleague, 
Arthur Ashe. You and I can never forget how tirelessly Arthur 
gave himself to the liberation of black people -- both at home and 
abroad. I'm confident that his place in our hearts and in the 
history of this nation is assured. 

Not only Arthur Ashe but other men and women including Bill 
Cosby, Sugar Ray Leonard, Quincy Jones and so many others have made 
it possible for us to expand our capabilities and our public 
outreach through the many services to be provided in our new 
national headquarters. 

Please accept my invitation to enroll as a Founder today. 
Join with many distinguished Americans in helping us usher in a new 
and far more progressive era in U.S. foreign policy -- commencing 
on the weekend of June 4-5, 1993. 

We will come together from Africa, the Caribbean and across 
the United States to celebrate the very best of the African world 
together -- and commit ourselves to a stronger future based on 
solidarity, human dignity and democratic values. 

Our TransAfricq Sixteenth Annual Dinner on the evening of June 
5th is the featured . event of the weekend. Actors Blair Underwood 
and Alfre Woodard will host the evening event. We will honor 
outstanding achievements in human rights and activism that advance 
the cause of black liberation around the world. 

Our special guests will include Secretary of Commerce Ron 
Brown, former Prime Minister of Jamaica Michael Manley, 
Congressional Black Caucus Chair Kweisi Mfume, Somalia-born fashion 
model Iman, and many others. 

The exciting events of June 4 and 5 in Washington DC, 
described more fully in the enclosed brochure, are just the 
beginning of a wide-ranging and rich variety of programs designed 
to involve tens of thousands of our fellow citizens in shaping a 
new and stronger voice in foreign policy towards Africa and the 
Caribbean. 

Through our International careers Fair we will engage students 
from Washington and across the nation in not only learning more 
about foreign policy, but exploring future careers as diplomats and 
foreign policy specialists. 

Other important events marking our African World Together 
include TransAfrica Forum Scholars Advisory Council, the Annual 
Foreign Policy conference, the TransAfrica\Smithsonian Cultural 
Exhibit and the TransAfrica Membership convention. 
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When I look ahead to the many important events of African 
World Together, the dream-come-true of a new and permanent facility 
-- and the outstanding national leaders from many professions who 

have made enormous commitments to work with us and strongly advance 
our cause, I am tremendously encouraged. 

I have seen miracles happen time and time again -- because of 
one person's commitment at the right time. Across our nation men 
and women are stretching their financial and time commitments to 
help this dream come true. 

A personal vision I have right now is that you and most of 
the individual persons receiving my invitational letter today will 
see the extraordinary promise represented by our expansion. Good
hearted, generous men and women like you will see how much farther 
we can go with your help. 

Racial harmony and justice is a dream I've carried for over 
thirty years. The dream grows even stronger in me now. I yearn for 
the day when democracy, human rights and equality will be cherished 
and defended abroad by the U.S. government and the American people 
as strongly as those values are fought for here at home. 

Together we can prove that the dream of "the beloved 
community," as Martin Luther King Jr. called it, still lives. We 
can fulfill the great legacy entrusted to us by Frederick Douglass, 
W.E.B. Dubois, Patricia Roberts Harris and Arthur Ashe. 

Please let me know I can count on you as a new member of the 
Founders' Council today. 

With heart~ thanks, 

~in~ 
Executive Director 
TransAfrica/TransAfrica Forum 

P.S. Please take a few moments now to read the enclosed letter 
from Bill Cosby. Then take a few moments to complete the Founders' 
Council Enrollment Form and return it to me with your tax
deductible contribution. If you do not wish to enroll as a Founder 
but instead want to attend one or more of the June 4-5 homecoming 
events, then use the form titled African World Together for your 
event registration. Thank you again for your wonderful help! 



BILL COSBY 

Dear Friend, 

On the weekend of June 4-5, 1993, a bold and 
exciting new era in American foreign policy will be 
launched. 

In a celebration titled African World Together, 
men and women from across the U.S., Africa and the 
Caribbean will join together in dedicating a permanent 
new headquarters for TransAfrica Forum and TransAfrica. 

This prestigious 15,000 square foot, five-story 
facility will be the home of The Arthur R. Ashe Jr. 
Foreign Policy Library and Resource Center and will 
also serve as a meeting place and program center for 
visiting dignitaries and diplomats, high school and 
university students and policymakers from the U.S. 
Congress, the State Department and the White House. 

I invite you to join with me in this compelling 
vision by becoming a member of The Founders' Council 
today. As a Founder, you will be standing in 
solidarity with men and women who are eager to help 
advance the crucial educational work of TransAfrica 
Forum and the equally important lobbying and 
legislative work of TransAfrica. 

I am an admirer and supporter of these two highly 
effective institutions because they've already helped 
shape more progressive foreign policy initiatives 
towards Africa and the Caribbean. 

I invite you to join with me today. By uniting 
our energies and resources now, we will together forge 
a new, more progressive era of commitment to the 
peoples of Africa and the Caribbean. 

Cordially, 

~1'!foffstj? 
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Enrollment Response Form 
Dear Randall Robinson, 

I accept your invitation to become a Founding 
Partner in the Founders' Council and agree to 
have my name placed in a special Book of 
Honor, to be permanently displayed in the 
Arthur R. Ashe, Jr. Foreign Policy Library and 
Resource Center. 

I've enclosed my tax-deductible Founders' 
enrollment dues of: 
c J taoo.oo•• c J t 100 

PRINT NAME HERE AS 
YOU WANT IT TO APPEAR 
IN THE BOOK OF HONOR--------- -

(See benefits on reverse side) 



I understand that as a member of the Founders' Council, 
my other benefits include: 

• * * attendance at all of the June 4-5 
African World Together events. My tickets 
are also transferable to my family or 
friends by my contacting the TransAfrica 
office. 

Foreign policy briefings on urgent issues 
by senior staff, board and policy experts 
from time to time. 

Special alerts on key foreign policy 
issues. 

Please make your tax-deductible Founders' Council 
enrollment dues payable to TransAfrica Forum and mail 
today in the enclosed envelope to 545 Eighth Street, S.E., 
Washington, D.C. 20003. 
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