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In Se.p:te.mbe.Jr.. 1977, :the. Un.l:te.d S:ta.:te..o a.nd BJr...l:tMn ma.de. pu.bl.lc. 
a. .Oe.Jr...le..o on pJr..opo.oa.l.o de..o.lgne.d :to a.c.h.le.ve. a. ne.go:t.la.:te.d .oe.:t:tle.me.n:t 
.ln "Rhode..o.la.." Th.l.o doc.u.me.n:t, "Rhode..o.la.: PJr..opo.oa.l.o noJr.. a. Se.:t:tle.me.n:t" 
oJr.. :the. Anglo-Ame.Jr...lc.a.n Pe.a.~e. Pla.n de.n.lne..o .l:t.o obje.c.:t.lve. a..o a.n ".lnde.
pe.nde.n:t Z.lmba.bwe. w.l:th ma.j oJr...l:ty Jr..u.le. .ln 19 7 8." 

Th.l.o pla.n ha..o pJr..omp:te.d mu.eh d.lploma.:t.lc. a.c.:t.lv.l:ty a.nd d.l.oc.u..o.o.lon 
on :the. pa.Jr..:t ofi both BJr...l:to2n a.nd :the. Un.l:te.d S:ta.:te.o. I:t ha..o be.e.n Jr..e.-
pe.a.:te.dly a.llu.de.d :to .ln U.S . pJr..e..o.o Jr..e.poJr..:t.o ori the. nu.:tu.Jr..e. 06 Z.lmba.bwe.. 
Bu.:t de..o p.l:te. .l:t.o fiJr..e.qu.e.n:t me.n:t.lo n, :the. Jr..e.poJr..:t.lng on :the. a.c.:tu.a.l pJr..o po.o a.l.o 
ha..o be.e.n .ou.pe.Jr..6.lc..la.l a.nd la.c.k.lng .ope.c..lfi.lc. .ln6oJr..ma.:t.lon. 1S.lnc.e. de.:ta..ll.o 
on :the. pJr..opo.oa.l.6 ha.ve. not be.e.n ma.de. a.va..lla.ble. :to :the. pu.bl.lc., .l:t .l.o 
ou.Jr.. .ln:te.n:t :to pJr..e..oe.n:t a.n a.na.ly.o.l.o ofi the. pJr..opo.oa.l.o a..o Jr..e.pJr..odu.c.:t.lon·on 
:the. ·whole. doc.u.me.n:t .l.o no:t pJr..a.c.t.lc.a.l. 

It .l.o no:t ou.Jr.. .ln:te.n:t.lon to c.oJr..Jr..e.c.t a. doc.u.me.n:t wh.lc.h .ln .l:t.o 
a.ppJr..oa.c.h a.nd .lnte.nt.lon.o .l.o de..o:tJr..u.c.:t.lve. :to the. pe.ople. on Z.lmba.bwe.. 
The. fiollow.lng d.l.oc.u..o.o.lon ou.tl.lne..o ou.Jr.. po.o.l:t.lon on .ope.c..ln.lc. e.le.me.n:t.o 
on :the. pla.n . Ou.Jr.. a.na.ly.o.l.o noc.u..oe..o on :thJr..e.e. (3) ma.joJr.. a.Jr..e.a.o :tha.t 
would e.l.lm.lna:te. Z.lmbabwe.'.o c.apac..l:ty :to c.hoo.oe. a .ooc..la.l.l.o:t path on 
de.ve.lopme.n:t, :to u.:t.ll.lze. Jr..e..oou.Jr..c.e..o noJr.. human de.ve.lopme.n:t Jr..a:the.Jr.. :tha.n 
pJr..06.l:t . The..oe. c.Jr...l:t.lc.al aJr..e.a..o aJr..e.: Ee.on.om.le. StJr..uc.tu.Jr..e., S:ta:te. Mac.h.lne.Jr..lj, 
a.nd :the. qu.e..o:t.lon on Fu.ndame.ntal Hu.man R.lgh:t.o. 
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Economic Structure 
Since the degree of independence from Neo-colonial plans for industrial de-
a colonial power is determined by the velopment are not based on the develop-
structure of the economic and political ment needs of the people. Instead, 
institutions of the newly indepedent multi-national corporations develop 
country, we were particularly concerned goals and manufacturing processes t:o 
with the implications of the Anglo-Amer- achieve profit. Not only are plans 
ican plans for the economic development developed based on the profit-motive, 
of an "independent" Zimbabwe. In our but just as importantly, corporate plans 
view, the Anglo-American plan pre-ar- come from the corporation's larger as~ 
ranges a neo-colonial development sessment of marketing and manufacturing 
scheme for Zimbabwean society by pro- needs of the world market. For example, 
posing economic and political policies rather than a country or its people in-
which are capitalist rather than so'cial- depedently choosing to develop farm co-
ist. operatives to diversify crops; a multi

The overriding thrust of the plan is to 
create conditions in which British and 
United State~corporateinvestments can 
continue to flourish. With British in
vestments approximating 7 billion dol
lars and with several major U.S. corpo-
rations doing prosperous business 
th&re, measures are proposed to stimu
late growth in the Gross National Pro
duct and per capita income for Zimbabwe; 
both reflecting corporate profit and 
gains of a small group of ~anagers and 
property owners. (The U.S. government 
has no current statistics available to 
the public on U.S. business investments; 
saying the last figures were recorded 
in 1966.) 

Neo-colonialism means that while the 
· settlers and colonial managers may de

part a newly independent country, the 
basic economic relationships between 
multi-national corporations and the 
majority of the people remain the same. 
While the nation's leaders may have 
superficial levels of political control, 
they have no economic control and there
fore no serious political self-deter
mination. 

Advocates of capitalism as an approach 
to development argue that developing 
countries need the foreign investments 
of corporations sd that industrializa
tion toward economic "progress" can 
take place swiftly. The notion is that 
since 11 Rhodesia" is so highly industri
alized, it needs western technology and 
management to st9bilize the economy in 
the interest of the people. This is a 
myth. 

national corporation would decide, 
based on its international market 
assessment, to develop a mineral extrac
tion and exploitation process when the 
country's primary development needs are 
at that time agricultural. The govern
ment is then forced to accept that capi
tal intensive project to keep financial
ly alive and to maintain acce.ss to 
scarce foreign exchange. 

Even if governments obtain g,reater 
profit sharing through nationalization 
of industry, the science, technology 
and management capabilities are still 
corporate-owned, and therefore .oriented 
toward profit-making at the expense of 
human development. 

An independent Zimbabwe, taking the 
capitalist road of development, would 
find its foreign exchange (British 
pounds and U.S. dollars) used as fol
lows: 

• purchase of goods for improvement 
of industry; 

t payment of interest rates on U.S. 
and British loans; 

t purchase of U.S, and Bri~ish goods 
as a requirement of foreign aid 
packages; 

t import of commodities, etc . 
Prices of imported commodities (such 
as essential foods , fabric , house build
ing materials, nuts and bolts, farming 
tools, pots and pans) would increase 
at the expense of peasants and workers 
who would be least able to afford these 
goods or absorb price hikes. 

While the masses are struggling to ac
quire essential survival goods, resources· 
from foreign investment directly feed 
the growth of a small Black middle-



class that would act as a buffer between 
the African majority and corporate im
perialists by maintaining law and order, 
and by functioning as government bureau
crats. An even smaller Black elite, who 
have historically acted in the interests 
of imperialist corporations and absentee 
government powers, benefit most directly 
from neo-colonialism. 

Both the worker and the peasant are the 
most exploited; the peasant because na
tional development is based on the pro
fit motives of multi-national corpora
tions rather than the people's social 
and economic needs. Thus, the land
'dependent peasant is systematical~y 
kept at a subsistence l~vel of existence. 
Multi-national corporations ·make super 
profits in developing countrie~ where 
they can exploit wor~ers. Pay~ng low 
wages being responsible for little or 
no h~~lth, safety or pollution control 
sta~ards; corporations are able to . 
invest very little in the manufactur~ng 
process. While the mark-up value b:ings 
super-profits, workers are systematical
ly kept from having purchasing ·pow~r un
less they number among the Black middle
class or small elite. Corporate capa
bility to make super-profits based on 
the super exploitation of Third World 
workers increasingly encourages U.S. 
corporations to leave U.S. workers un-
employed. 

The need to manage the nee-colonial 
economy·(with bank officials, hold~ng 
company administr~.tors, bu:e~ucratic 
managers, indu~tria~ tec~nicians, etc.) 
creates conditions in which the urban, 
property-owning, educated ~ector of the 
country will prosper; and in the case 
of Zimbabwe, that sector is unde~ia~ly 
and pr~dominately white. The maJority 
of the people are poor, non-urban, non
educated, non property-owning Blacks. 

Neo-colonialism would continue the un
equal distribution of weal~h between. 
the majority and the minority, sustain
ing the development of Europeans while . 
continuing to stymie the development on 
a mass level of the African people. 
Petty apartheid practices (i.e.~ elimi
nation of separate water fountains, 
bathrooms, public benches and other pub
lic facilities) would be removed~ but 
economic exploitation would remain. 
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In the Anglo-American plan for a nego
tiated settlement, there are critical . 
provisions that would entrench Zimbabwe's 
people in a neo-colonial design; for 
example, through the provisions that 
wo ul d regulate property ownership: 

" ••• pJr.o:te.c.tion 6Jr.om de.p!Uva;Uon 06 pJr.o
pe.My; :t.hM, w.lU. c.on6e.Jr. pM:te.ction 6Mm 
e.xpMptvi.ation 06 pJr.ope.Jr.-t:y e.xc.e.p:t on 
-0pe.cifi.le.d gMund.6 06 public. htte.Jr.e.-O:t 
and e.ve.n. :then only on c.oncUtlon :that: 
:the.Jr.e. iA pMmp:t payme.n.-t: o 6 ade.qua-t:e. 
c.ompe.n..6a.:tlon and t.ha,,t :the. c.ompe.Yl.6a;ti.on. 
ma.y be. Jr.emitted abJr.oad w-lth-ln a Jr.e.a-0on.
a.ble. p eJL.i.o d. • • " 

The white minority, just 5% of the popu
l~tion own 50% of the property. This 
provision is to benefit them. All of 
the property was 11 expropriated 11 or sto
len from Africans yet no provision is 
made .for restoring property or making 
compensatory payments to them.(1870-
1897 Africans militarily struggled a
gainst land expropriation; and jn the 
1920's further expropriations gave all 
Zimbabwe's fertile .land to whites, 
moving Africans to desolute areas.) 

The provision ~llowing the taking of 
cash compensation for property abroad 
is one more example of how neo-colonial
tsm burd~ns a government with a critical 
lack of foreign exchange so it is less 
able to trade on the international mar
ket in internationally 11 accepted 11 cur
rency; to purchase food, supplies, and 
industrial equipment needed for internal 
recontruction and development. 
Another clause from the Anglo-American 
proposal specifies for the transfer of 
international finance to Zimba-bwe: 

" •••• They (,t:he. U.S~ and U. K.) pMpo.6e. 
-t:he. e.-0-t:ab.l<Ahme.n.-t: 06 a Umbabwe Veve.lop
me.n.-t: Fund. The. pWl.p0.6e. 06 t.kl6 6un.d 
would be. :to a-0-0,V.,t -t:he new gove.Jr.n.me.n.-t: 
pMmo:te.: 

6 bala.n.c.e.d e.c.on.omlc. and -0oclal de
velopme.n.-t: in Zimbabwe.; 

1 Jr.apid e.xpan.-Oion. 06 e.c.onomlc. oppoJr.
:twu.:tle.-0 6oJr. and .6fUli de.velop-
m e.n.-t: o 6 -t:he. A f!Uca.n ma. j otU:ty; 

1 ba-0.lc. e.c.on.omlc. .6 e.c.wr.I.:ty 6oJr. all 
-0e.c.:tloYl.6 06 -t:he. popula;Uon. .&o th.a:t 
-t:he.y mlgh,t c.on:tlnue. to c.on.-t:tUbute. 
the.-i.Jr. -0 k..lll.6 and e.n.-t:hU6.la.6 m to -t:he. 
de.velopme.n.-t: 06 the. c.oun.tlty." 
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ECONOMICS (CONT.) 

So the proposed 1.5 to 2 billion dollar 
Zimbabwe Development Fund according to 
the Anglo-American proposals would be 
to facilitate the inflow of internation
al ·welfare or economic assistance, and 
external private capital in order to 
preserve investments and profits for 
multi-national corporations. 

According to the document, opportunities 
for the African majority will open up as 
a result of an expanding economy. Readers 
of the document are being asked to believe 
that an economy expanded by investment 
and foreign aid will "tricke down" money 
so that opportunities will be made avail
able to the people who most need them. 

Consistent with neo-colonialism, the 
occupational structure would be based 
on already established racist, class 
concept of "merit" and would therefore 
exclude most of the African majority. 
In fact, the Fund would be used to con
tinue the empowerment of white, racist, 
facist workers against the Black major
ity. What the fl!nd does most is to_ 
cement the roles of the U.S. and Britain 
as partners in neo-colonialism, desig
nating Zimbabwe as their very own "ter
ritory" for development. 

The proposal further states that: 

11
•• • The. GoveJLnme.nt ofi Zhnba.bwe. woiii..d 

i.nheJU.;t :the. <Ui.o w and de.bu o & :the. 
{'oveJLnme.n:t ofi Sou:theJLn RhodeA.{.a. and 
would :ta.k:e. oveJL p<Ui:t and p'1.e6 e.n:t pe.n
.o.lon obUga:t.lon.o .ln :the. Pu.bUc. -0e.c.:to'1., 
:the. '1..lghb.i ofi :the. pe.n.o.lone.M being 
gu.Man:te.e.d by :the. c.on.o:tUutlo_n • •• 11 
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In this prov1s1on, the onus of the ac
tions of the last 12 years of the il
legal white minority regime would come 
to rest on all the citizens of Zimbabwe; 
yet those actions wel"e carried out ex
clusively in the interests of the white 
minority. By being required to take 
over. past pension obligations, the 
people of Zimbabwe are required to con
tribute support to the very public ser
vants who have operated the bureaucracy 
of. the ill ega 1 fan Smith government 
Whlch systematically exploited ·them 
and violated their human and civil 
rights. · 

Clearly, without the fundamental right 
to shape the characte·r of the state's 
economic and poltical institutions~ an 
independent Zimbabwe cannot promotti 
human development among its people. 

The. Patriotic Front as the only repre
sentative of the people, has the right 
to establish dev~lopment priorities for 
economic and social· reconstruction as 
well as the way in which they ·are to 
be· accomplished. We recognize that 
the thrust of the Patriotic Front to
wards socialism will not be easily 
realized. However, the attainment ·of 
that goal, one which would lay the 
basis for a just and humane society, 
will not take place within the aegis 
of neo-colonial ism; . or under the orc'hes
tration of imperialism with a: capita
list economic structure .. and its 'cor
relating political. and social circum
stances. 

The State Machinery·· · 
The Anglo-American proposals put forth 
two ~chemes for state structure: 

1 the six-month transitional state 
following a ceasefire and a 11 calT 11 

to Ian Smith to step down; 
1 post transistion or 11 independent 11 

state. 

THE TRANSITION STATE 

For the transition period, 8 major 
courses of action are proposed .none of 
which benefit the masses of people in 
Zimbabwe, unless the~ are Zimbabweans 
who-·liave a 1 ready been bought off to 

serve the exi sti rig mfnority run govern
ment in some de-humanizing way. We are 
describing a few directives as examples 
of the proposed neo-colonial model. 

First, Britian, the re-instated colonial 
power, will appoint a Resident-Commis
sioner with complete state power in Zim
babwe. The Commissioner would be the 
executive, _ legislative and judiciary 
branches, have all power of ministers, 
be commander-in-chief of the army and 
police, and decide the status of politi
cal prisoners. The Corrmissioner's power 
would be total and uncontestable. 



THE STATE (CONT.) 
The British appointed Resident Commis
sioner is obviously more than a mere 
"caretaker" or administrator in Zimba
bwe 1 s elections as described in the 
Anglo-American plan. Instead, acting 
in behalf of Britian the Commissioner 
would assure Britain protectionism of 
Zimbabwe and would lay the 11 legal 11 
groundwork for neo-colonialism. 

The Resident Corrunissioner would still 
have the blantantly fascist emergency 
powers that were used against the Afri
can majority by colonialism. This means 
that Zimbabweans can . sti 11 be detained 
wi.thout trial to protect the new "state~' 
a state which they have no voice 1n 
shaping. The transitional machinery 
will be used to provide protection for 
the Ian Smith regime, its civil servants, 
police, armed forces and government 
officials - the entire repressive govern
ment. 

The Anglo-American plan totally ignores 
the position of the Zimbabwe Patriotic 
Front and the Front-line nations that 
the Smith police qnd security force 
machinery must be dismantled. Instead, 
the document states that 11 in due course" 
a 'new Zimbabwe National Army will be 
developed to replace the Smith troops. 
At the same time the racist, fascist 
troops remain intact, the liberation 
fighters would be disarmed. 

In addftion, the British-American pro
posals assume that the ·Resident:Commis
sioner commands unusual persuasive pow
ers over the various factions that would 
be left in Zimbabwe. We are led to pre
suppose that the criminal elements in 
the Smith regime, for example, the no
torious Selous Scouts who pose as Black 
liberation fighters to murder the people; 
can be substantively changed by the mere 
passing of words that equate to an oath 
of allegiance to British colonial rule. 

Along with the dismantling of the Patri
otic Front forces comes the possibility 
of the continued arming of paid western 
mercenaries and the Selous Scouts. The 
plan is clearly.engineered.to us~ the 
transition to disarm the 11berat1on 
forces while blamin~ the liberation 
forces for creating the conditions of 
human suffering and loss of life that 
have existed for a century. 
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During the transition period, a United 
Nations (UN) 11 peace-keeping 11 force will 
occupy Zimbabwe. It has been concrete
ly established that such forces do not 
act in behalf of the people of the oc
cupied country. For example, in the 
Congo a peace-keeping force led by Lt. 
General Premchand of India, who wi 11 
also administer Zimbabwe's UN force, 
stood by while the CIA-backed President 
Sese Seka Mobuto of Zaire was empowered 
and Congolese Premiere Patrice Lumumba 
was assassinated. 
A peace-keeping force maintains loyalty 
to the political and economic objectives 
of the dominant nations of the U.N.; 
in this case Britain and the U.S. who 
are supporters of the white supremacist 
government of South Africa. It is clear 
that a U.N. force will view the Patrio
tic Front as the source of disruption 
to a so-cal.led smooth transition period. 

THE 11 INDEPENDENT 11 STATE 

The plan clearly 1ndicates that there 
will be no transformation or structural 
changes in the legal system for illegal 
11 Rhodesia 11 to 11 independent 11 Zimbabwe: 

" ... exl6ting c.ll6cJr.1.mina;tontj .illW6 on a.d
m£ni.6:tJc..a.t,{,ve_ p!ta.di.c.u c.a.n.no;t .6hnplfJ be. 
.lnva.LUla.;te.d without. pnov.ld.lng a. ' new 
.6 tjldem ;to .take :the.ht pla.c.e.; a.n.d • •• .6 u..c.h 
a. .6y~;tem will. ta.k.e. .Mme .ti.me ;to wonk. 
o u:t. ••.• :theJte 6 one the. T !ta.n..6.ltlo n Admln..l-6 -
!Juttion wlU. be pe.Jl.rnifted ;to . c.orrtinu..e. 
:thu e. e.xlhilng .tllW6 a.n.d p1ta.cti.c.u ••. " 

What this means is that the black ma
jority cannot be guaranteed equal jus
tice and protection under the law if the 
apartheid social structure will be the 
same framework for legality during the 
transition and be the basis for 11 inde
pendent11 Zimbabwe, and if education and 

finance dictate accessibility to the 
legal process. 

As was the case in our analysis of the 
proposals for the transition, this 
analysis of the projected ilindependence 11 
state machinery is in no way a basis 
for reforming the proposal . 

After the transition period, the "Bill 
of Rights" is supposed to establish 
individual rights and equal protection 
under the law. But the document puts 



THE STATE {CONT .) 
forth no mechanism and suggests no pro
cess to facilitate equality. The "Bill 
of Rights " also proposes to change a 
11 discriminatory 11 structure int o a new 
system whose faci l itators are the per
petuators of the old system. The bu
reaucrats of the Ian Smith regime are 
insured their positions and power for 
life , unti l retirement age, thus i ns ur
ing t hat the st ructure they have his
torically maintained will continue in
tact to flourish. 

Another area in which the state machin
ery after "independence" would show 
preferential t reatment to Ian Smith' s 
government officials and henchmen i s in 
the area of ci vil and cri minal amnesty. 
The speci fi c clause states : 

". . • li w.lU. be nec.u1.>axy to ' wipe the 
1.> .la-t.e c..lea.n ' when. .lega..tliy ii.> tr.utotr.ed 
a.n.d to ptr.even..t pun.liive a.c..tion otr. tr.e
CJU.mi.na-t.otr.y· a.c;Uon bung .ta.k.en thetr.e
a.[Jtetr. in tr.upec..t to a.w a.Jc.il.>ing out 
o[J the po.tliic.a..l 1.>liua.tion whic.h ob-

Human 
The Anglo-American plan as projected 
by the Carter Administration is sa id 
to promote human rights and dignity. 
In analyzing the plan's human rights 
guarantees, it is crucial to understand 
the background of the human rights i s
sue. 

On December 10, 1948 the Genera 1 As sem
bly of the U.N. adopted the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. This de
claration embodied protection for bas ic 
human rights that would promote the de
velopment of all men, women and chil dren 
to their fullest potential. 

The Carter Administration has become 
known' for its call to nations to .uphold 
"human rights" guarantees. But this 
call has been silent in those countries 
in which U.S. multi-national corpora
tions exploit the indigenous people and 
where U.S. arm sales are the highest. 
These governments, who are. U.S. allies, 
are not only human rights violators but 
can also be characterized as fasci st. 

In other words, President Carter's hu
man rights st ance is a tool to ~loss 
over the real human needs that t he U. N. 
declaration was written to protect whi l e 
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.ta.in.ed dutr.in.g that petr.iod. In. ptr.a.c..tic.e 
li will be nec.u1.>a.tr.y to ex,t.i,.ngui!.>h both 
uvil a.n.d c.!Uminal li.a.bilily [Jotr. 1.>uc.h 
a.w. Thi!.> a.ppUu to the a.w o[J both 
1.>idu , · that. ii.> , both th.01.> e c.ommLt:ted 
i n. fiutr..thetr.a.nc.e 06 the tr.ebe.tUon. a.nd 
tho1.>e c.ommLt:ted in tr.uil.>.ta.nc.e to li." 

This amnesty clause, then, makes it 
cl ear that the Patriotic Front libera
tion forces have been perpetuators of 
a so-called rebellion not the Smith 
regime . In addition, the amnesty policy 
assumes that acts of 1 i.beration are 
criminal by their nature and can be 
judged on an equal footing with state 
crimes organized and committed against 
the majority population. 

In summary, the Anglo-American plan lays 
the 'basis for a fascist state and no 
change or reshuffling of persons, of 
institutions or of political parties 
can change its character. 

Rights 
the U.S. continues to function as the 
major imperialist power in the world. 
The Anglo-American plan is a concrete 
e~ample of this hypocrisy and distor
t ion of the U.N. Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights to coincide with the 
'interests of imperialism. 

Agood example of this hypocrisy is 
the proposal for universal adult suf
frage; 

" . .• Zimbabwe Utizen1.> 21 yea.tr.I.> otr. o.ldetr. 
w~o have not been 1.>pec.ifiic.a..l.ty dil.>qua.U
-6-<-~d. Ce. g., o~ g~und& o[J inl.>a..ni.ty, 
c.Jurru,nal c.onv-<-c..tion., etc.. } ••• w..i.U be 
ail.owed to vo:te. " 
This feature can only be described as 
selective for it can potentially ex
clude hundreds of thousands of Zimba
bweans; persons between the ages of 
16 to 21 most of whom would be return
ingguerrilla~ersons not properly 
registered (i.e . , no registration 
procedures are outlined); persons wi th 
criminal records i ncludes prosecutions 
resul t ing from pol iti cal acts; and per
sons rul ed i nsane , pl us the etc . cate
gory. The registration of voters and 
the holding of general elections wou)d 
be controlled and carried out by a Bri
tish authority. 
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HUMAN RIGHTS (CONT.) 

The proposal goes one step further to 
ensure disproportionate representation 
for the minority in the elected govern
ment. The constitution provides that 
one-fifth of the seats in the legisla
ture be reserved for 11 specia1Jy elected 
members", thereby guaranteeing 1/5 of 
the National Assembly seats go to the 
minority for eight years. At present 
whites constitute less than 5 percent 
of th& overall population in Zimbabwe, 
and this percentage is dropping daily. 
(According to the Daily Telegraph of 
London, the Rhodesian government re
ports that just over 10,000 departed 
for good in the first 6 months of 
this year.) The result of the con
stitutional provision gives whites a 
4-fold boost in voting power ( one 
person - four votes) while diluting 
the majority voting power to less than 
one per~on one vote. 

The list of rights and freedoms (the 
right to life, liberty, conscious, 
privacy, freedom of expression, asso
ciation, movement and protection from 
inhuman treatment) includes the right 
o.f individuals, groups or communities 
tb establish and maintain schools at 
their own expense, if such schools are 
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not discriminatory. This clause does 
give whites the right to exclusive, 
segregated schools because Africans 
for the most part would not be able to 
afford the tuition. 

Any just proposal of Human Rights 
should include protection and aid for 
persons who have suffered as exiles, 
refugees and political prisoners as a 
result of colonialism. Also there 
should be specific provis ions for the 
hundreds of thousands of persons who 
are herded into "protective villages" 
(concentration camps) by the Rhodesian 
military. 

Most of the rights defined as fundamen
tal rights by the U. N. have been totally 
omitted from the proposal . These pro-
v is ions wo~ld have protected the right 
to: work, have a standard of living ade
quate to provide food, housing and medi
cal ·care and the necessary social ser
vices, free educ~tion and equal access 
to public service employment. 

It is clear that the British/American 
Peace Proposals are totally inadequate. 
It is more accurate to characterize 
the proposals as being anti-democratic 
and highly discriminatory in favor of 
the white minority. 

CONCLUSION: 
The Anglo-American proposals are 
bankrupt. We are opposed to thi.s 
plan and we believe that 11 tinkering 11 

with different parts of it to try to 
enhance its commitment to human de
ve.l opment is conceptually impossible 
and politically incorrect. 

The U.S. governmentts strategy is to 
make the peace proposals appear to be 
opposed to the raci.st regimes. The 
western media depicts Ian Smith as 
11 Rhodesia 1 s defiant minority l eader 11 

rejecting the British-U.S. proposals 
while the U.S. and Britain incorporate 
his priorities within car~f~lly worded 
articles of the plan. Smith's cons.tant 
talk of rejection makes the plan appear 
to be positive for the black majority. 
The U.S. and Britain thus, appear to 
be ~cting in good faith. 

The onus is then shifted to the Patria-· 
tic Front, since the U.S. and Britain 
appear to have "forced concessions" 
from Smith, then the Patriotic Front 
would be characterized as disruptive 
if it was not willing ·to compromise. 

The Smith regime's approach is to use 
~he press to capture the attention 
and support of conservative and right
wing elements in the U.S . The U.S. 
government, with the support of its 
right-wing, and relying on the inaction 
of progressives, has historically at
tempted to be the major deterrent in
ternationally to liberation struggles 
and the emergence of progressive so
cieties. We must oppose the United 
State's campaign to further entrench 
imperialism. 



Specifically: 
• We support the transfer of power 

to the Patrfotic Front; 

• We support the Zimbabwean people's 
right, as represented by the 
Patriotic Front , to make the choice 
for a socialist path of development 
without di"plomatic, military or 
economic interference from the U.S. 
government or multi-national corpo
rations; 

8 

• We oppose the payment of compensa
tion to settlers.. The former sl gves 
owe no debts to the former slave 
owners; 

• We support war compensation and 
reparations for damage done to the 
land and people of Zimbabwe by the 
Ian Smith regime and by multi-na
tional corporations; 

• We are opposed to t he return of 
Zimbabwe to Briti sh col onial status 
as a pre-requisi t e to independence. 

Position of the PATRIOTIC FRONT 
In Maputo, Mozambique on September 12, 1977 
the Patriotic Front led by Robert Mugabe 
and Joshua Nkomo issued a statement on the 
Anglo-American Peace Plan . Following are 
excerpts from the Front's positions on key 
questions the plan raised . 

. Q. What l.s the Patriotic Front's position 
on "negotiati.J;lg" for independence? 

~· Independence is a non-negotiable right 
of the people of Zimbabwe and what is 
negotiable with reference to indepen
dence is merely the modalities of bring~ 
ing i.t about. 

The onlyguarantee of t he definite ad-
vent of genuine independence for Zimbab-
we is the direct -involvement of the 
patriotic liberation forces in all organs 
and functions of the transitional struc
tures which-secure the transition until 
power has· been totally transferred to 
the· people of Zimbabwe by free and fair 
democratic elections . 

Towards this objective the Patriotic 
Front is ready to enter into discussions 
with the British government to expedite 
th~ transfer of power t o the people of 
Zimbabwe. 

q·~ What are some of the Patriotic Front .. s 
objectives for a t ransfer of power? 

A. The problem in Zimbabwe is not the 
election of a President but: 

1. the destructi on -0f colonialism 
and its institutions ; 

2. the att~inment of genuine inde
pendence; 

3. the democratisation not only of 
the vote but of all institutions 
and the way of l ife in Zimbabwe. 

It is this total objective of democracy 
that ··the colonialis t f ears most, hence 
his resort to "contr olled democracy" to 
produce neo-coloni~list puppets • 

Q. What should the composition of an army 
for an independent Zimbabwe be? 

A. There can be no new army for an indepen 
dent Zimbabwe. The patriotic forces ar 
the army for the def ense of indpendent · 
Zimbabwe and its democracy. 

It is only fair for us_ to be categorical 
on the question of t he armed forces of 
the Rhodesian regime. They must be dis
mantled in toto. This includes the 
police who as pointed out above are para 
.military and have been and continue to 
be instruments for keeping Zimbabweans 
in concentration camps and carrying out 
third degree cruelty on civilians and 
freedom-fighters. 

Q. The proposals are based on "the surrende 
of power by the ill egal regime_.- and a re
turn to legality." Ar e representatives 
of• the Patriotic Front convinced that · ' 
Ian Smith will step down? 

A. ·Apart from the vague " theoretical threat' 
in clause 10 of the proposals that" ••• 
the two governments (the U.S. and U.K.) 
will take ·such steps as seem t o' t;hem· 
appropriate to secure t ransfer of power 
by Smith on a day to be agreed ••• " there 
is no concrete indication whatever to 
demonstrate i n a situation where a crimi 
nal regime is mur dering our people daily , 
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PATRIOTIC FRONT (CONT.) 
that in fact this regime will be physic
ally and totally removed. 

Secondly the premise that the Rhodesian 
problem is being solved in the context 
of a return from 'illegality to legality' 
is a completely wrong and irrelevent 
approach. 

Q. Return to so-called legality is equated 
with a return to British colonial rule 
and establishment of a British Resident 
Commissioner. · Does the Patriotic Front 
agree with this procedure? 
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A. The Resident Ccmmissioner an appointee 
and representative of the British govern
ment who is empowered to administer the 
country during the transitional period 
exercises both legislative and executive 
powers, Commander-in-Chief of all armed 
forces, aboslute controller of the civil 
service and the police, in short, the 
be-all and end-all of powers in Rhodesia. 

We therefore do not regard the Resident 
Commissioner as a neutral or impartial 
officer. He is a straightforward colonial 
administrator representing the system we 
are fighting against. 

NEWS UP-DATE 
$42,000 Raised by "0 Povo Organizado" Benefits 

The nation--wide benefit premieres of 
the film, 11 0 POVO ORGANTZAD0 11 produced 
by African-american filmmaker, Robert 
Van Lierop for ·funds to construct a 
small hospital and maternity clinic 
in rural Mozambique raised a total 
of $42,188.42. 

This national educational and fund
raising campaign involved more than 
15 o:rganizations, other sma 11 groups, 
and many individuals who were instru
menta 1 tn having the fi 1 m seen by 
more than 7~000 people. 

The check for $42, 188. 42 was pre
sented to President Samora Machel on 
October 3, 1977 while he .was in New 
York to address the 32nd ~ession of 
the U.N. General Assembly. 

As an expression of the continuing 
support of progressive people in the 
U.S. for the Mozambican people's 
strug,gle against racism, colonialism, 

and imperialism, in southern Africa; 
Robert Van Lierop presented two prints 
of his two films, 11 A LUTA CONTINUA 11

, 

and 110 POVO ORGANIZA0 11 in Portuguese 
and a framed photo of a Mozambican 
Woman engraved with a quotation from 
Frederick Douglass. Valerie Maynard 
nationally acclaimed African-american 
sculptress and painter, presented a 
piece of sculpture entitled, 11 Let My 
People Go. 11 

Medical supplies for Mozambique's 
health facilities and boxes of cloth
ing for Zimbabwean refugees in Mozam
bique were also given as concrete 
expressions of political and material 
support for t~e liberation of Zim
babwe. 

For film information contact: 
Robert Van Li erop 
240 East 23rd Street 
New York, New York 10010 
(212) 686-0394 

Copyright 1977-Southern Africa News Collective 
P.O. Box 29126, Washington, DoCo 20017 

Reproduction of any of this material by permission only 



Soc1AL Ac~rI()N: 
WHY ... 
There are many types of activities 
needed to impact on the situation 
in Southern Africa which would be 
supportive of the Patrioti c Front. 

We recognize the need for more mili 
tant action than what we propose, but 
these actions lay the groundwork for 
the building of unified mass action. 
The discipline of follow- through on 
a national effort by groups and in
dividuals and register ing that action 
with us would consolidate those who 
are willing to engage in more militant 
national efforts in the future. 

Thus we propose the following actions 
which may seem reformist but serve to: 

• Document to the national leader
ship and international community 
the fact that there are those who 
not only understand the substance 
of the discussion on Zimbabwe, but 
are also in opposition to the po
sition taken by the U.S. and Brit
ish governments. 

• Support materially and politically 
those national and international 
forces who are struggling for t he 
liberation of southern Africa and 
in this case Zimbabwe . 

• Provide concerned individuals and 
groups with a minimal mechanism 
and opportunity by which they can 
engage in positive CAI port fer the 
struggling people of Zimbabwe. 

• Pressu re liberal forces with in the 
U.S . government to take issue with 
governmental and corporate policies 
because of a visible constituency. 
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WI-IAT To Do ... 
For these reasons, we of the Southern 
Africa News Collective, ask you ur
gently to do the following: 

• Hold forums/meetings within your 
local community to inform others 
of the U.S. and British plan and 
the situation in southern Africa. 

• Form local groups to coordinate 
in formation sharing and actions 
around issues relating to southern 
,l\fri ca. 

o Develop local media campaigns by 
writing letters to the editor of 
local newspapers and making use of 
public affairs programs on radio 
a·nd TV. 

• Write letters or send mailgrams/ 
telegrams as an individual or from 
your organization: 
-denoucing the US/British plan; 
-demanding non-intervention by 
the US government in the future 
of Zimbabwe; 

-demanding support and adherence to 
UN economic, trade, and military 
sanctions against "Rhodesia"; 

-demanding rigid legislation for 
penalties against US corporations 
operating in Rhodesia. 

Send communications to one or all of 
the following: 

- Mr. Jimmy Carter, President, White 
House, Washington,D.C. 20500 

- Secretary of State, Cyrus Vance, 
State Department, Wash.,D.C. 20520 

- UN Ambassador, Andrew Young, United 
Natfons, 86P :11ited Nations Plaza, 
U.S. Mi ssion, New York, N.Y. 10017 

- Congres sional Black Caucus, House 
Annex Bldq., Wa sh . ,D.C. 20515 

- Congressm~n Charles Diggs, U.S. 
Congress, Wash.,D.C. 20515 

- Senator Dick Clark, U.S. Senate, 
l~as~1.,D. C . 20510 

*l~e 'd 1 i ke a xerox copy of any corre
spondence you send . 

THZ PEOPLE OF ZilVJBABW~ WILL 'dIN! 
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