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I ADOYTION OF MINUTES 

The Board decided by consent to approve and adopt minutes from June, 1992 Board Meeting. 

II BYLAW AMENDMENTS 

An amended version of TransAfrica (TA) Bylaws was presented for review by the Board of Directors. 
Following is a summary of suggested changes to the amended version. 

Summary of changes: 

ARTICLE II 
Section I 

ARTICLE IV 

Why limit to Africa and the Caribbean? Why not areas of the world where there are 
people of African descent? 

Section 1 
Need section on appointment of 5 people from TransAfrica. Board member appointments 
should be certified by TAF Secretary. There was a general confusion about the intent of 
this section. Does this represent a description of what happened at the onset of the 
composition of the Board or does it reflect what should happen annually? The Board 
members expressed concern about the controlling role of TA. 

Section 2 
Change to TransAfrica Forum (T AF) secretary. 

Section 3 
Is this related to TA assigned members or is this intended for the entire Board? The 
sense of the Directors is to minimize the control of TA. 

Section 4 
This needs to handle two conditions of membership, TA and appointed TAF. 

Section 6 
Use the title Chairperson; the Board recommended that the executive director have the 
title of President in order to increase the parity and collaborative nature of the position. 



ARTICLE V 
Section 1 

ARTICLE VI 

Special meetings may be called by the Chairperson or President . . . Eliminate a specific 
address in the bylaws. 

There is considerable confusion on the Board status of the Executive Director. The Board 
expressed an interest in having him as a voting member. If he does become a voting member, 
does he count as one of the five Board members from the lobby side? The officer titles should 
be changed to Chairperson, Vice Chairperson, Secretary and Treasurer. The Executive Director 
should be changed to President. 

Section 6 - Change to Chairperson 
Section 7 - Change to Vice Chairperson 
Section 10 

Change to President. The reason for striking last sentence is unclear. The Board agreed 
to retain last sentence. 

ARTICLE VII 
Section 2 

Motion: 

Insert the word "specifically" after the word "unless" and before "authorized." 

The Board will accept all bylaw changes, deletions and additions subject to clarification 
on specific issues after discussion with counsel. This motion was unanimously accepted. 

TA Board should have a discussion about TA bylaws prior to June 1993 meeting. The 
purpose of this is to ensure that both Boards are prepared to make decisions at June 
meeting. 

· III NOMINATIONS OF BOARD MEMBERS 

Candidates: 

Ed Keller, Professor, UCIA, Member of TransAfrica Forum Scholars Advisory Council 
Mr. Keller will play key role in developing and refereeing TransAfrica Forum journal. 

Emelda Cathcart, Contributions Chief, Time ;wtWier _, 
Ms. Cathcart is responsible for the $10ff'grant that TAF received from Time Warner, Inc. 
Ms. Cathcart would like to form a contributions committee for TAF. 

Other possible TA & TAF Board members: 

Willie Baker, United Food & Commercial Union 
Charles Ogletree, Professor, Harvard Law School (should be considered for TAF Board) 
Ruth Hamilton, Professor, Michigan State University (she has already declined possibility) 



Recommendation: 

The Board needs additional business people. Their perspective may be helpful to TAF. Harriet Michel 
will look for such candidates. 

Nominations: 

Ed Lewis made a motion to nominate Ed Keller to TAF Board. Donna Guillaume seconded this motion. 
The motion was unanimously accepted. 

Harriet Michel made a motion to nominate Emelda Cathcart to TAF Board. Locksley Edmondson 
seconded this motion. The motion was unanimously accepted. 

Ed Keller & Emelda Cathcart should be invited to June 1993 Board meeting. 

IV ELECTION OF BOARD OFFICERS 

Jim Turner proposed 2-year terms for board officers, but this proposal was rejected in favor of 1-year 
terms. 

Bertram Lee spoke about his tenure as Chair of TAF and stated that he will not stand for reelection. 
Members of the Board thanked him for 3 years of outstanding service and a recommendation was made 
that Mr. Lee remain a member of the Board. 

Nominations: 

CHAIR: Harriet Michel made a motion to nominate Ed Lewis for the position of Chair of Board. 
Sylvia Hill and Locksley Edmondson seconded the nomination. The motion was unanimously accepted. 

VICE CHAIR: Jim Turner proposed Ed Keller for the position of Vice Chair. This proposal was 
rejected because Mr. Keller may be over taxed by his role of Editor of the TAF journal and Mr. Keller 
may want to give office to an older member of Board. 

Sylvia Hill made a motion to nominate Harriet Michel for the position of Vice Chair. Jim Turner 
seconded the nomination. The motion was unanimously accepted. 

TREASURER: Randall Robinson made a motion to nominate Sylvia Hill for the position of Treasurer. 
Donna Guillaume seconded the nomination. The motion was unanimously accepted. 

SECRETARY: Randall Robinson made a motion to nominate Sylvia Hill for the position of Secretary. 
Harriet Michel seconded the nomination. The motion was unanimously accepted. Although she is both 
Secretary and Treasurer, Sylvia Hill is only permitted to have one vote. 



V BUILDING 

The Board reviewed the balance sheet of TAF. 

The renovation of the property is proceeding as scheduled. On June 4, the library will have 
approximately 5000 volumes. TAF will hire Ms. Satia Orange for position of Librarian and a technician 
will be hired in the summer of 1993. The library will not be a lending facility, the books are strictly 
for reference purposes. 

George Keys is now preparing tax exemption application. In order to reduce the amount of taxes paid, 
T AF will claim 4/5 of the building. 

VI FUNDRAISING 

A line of credit is in place. Some of the money has already been used to replenish endowment used 
toward the building. 

Marty Payson discussed fundraising events and suggested holding fundraising receptions in New York 
and Los Angeles-possibly in Fall 1993. 

The Founder's Council will be used to raise funds for the library for a 5-year period. 

To date, TAF needs to raise $1 million to complete building renovation. 

Possible Sources of Funding: 

Disney - Marty Payson's contacts. 
Pepsicola - Mark Cox; Earl Graves is working on this. 
American Express - Ken Chenault suggested that TAF send a proposal in 1994. 
Microsoft 
Kresge - TAF expects a decision from them in June; TAF asked for $200,000. 
MacArthur - Representatives went on a tour of the building; they have shown particular interest 
in the Scholars Advisory Council & the Ashe Library. 
Kellog-This has been difficult; Delores Wharton (wife of Clifton Wharton) is the contact person 
at Kellog. 



VII OTHER BUSINESS 

Contributions: 
Dorothy Hunton has contributed rare books from the personal collection of Alphaeus Hunton and 
the Council on African Affairs to the Ashe Library (contributions made to the Library are tax
deductible ). 

In addition to books, the Library should have a collection of videos of people who have made 
outstanding contributions. 

Building Dedication: 
Sony Entertainment, Anheuser-Busch and Time Warner will contribute $7500 each for the 
black-tie reception. 

Gifts must be given to benefactors at the reception. One idea of a gift is a photo of Arthur Ashe 
signed by Mrs. Ashe. 

ARTHUR R. ASHE 

The Board recognized the significant contributions of Arthur 
Ashe in his role as a Member of the Board of Directors and as 
a member of the Capital Campaign Committee. Randall 
Robinson and Bertram Lee will prepare a resolution on Arthur 
Ashe's contribution to the TAF Board. 
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