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7 APRIL 1993 :MEETING 

Date and Time: 7 April 1993 6:30 P.M. 
Place: Roxbury Commw1ity College 
Attendance: Jemadari Kamara, President 

Agenda 

Alix Cantave, Vice President 
Deborah Toler, Secretary 
Tesfay Aradom, Assistant Secretary 
James Pritchett, Policy Committee Chair 
Pearl Robinson, Education Committee Chair 
fames Woodard, Action Alert Chair 
Priscilla Dass 
Geraldine Hines 
Darnley Howard 
Jacqueline Ho\vard-Matthews 
Robert Johnson 
Willard Johnson 
Winston Langley 
Aggrey Mbare 
George Mitchell 
Charles Ogletree 
Magueye Seek 
Lmvrence Watson 
Emira Woods 

1. Review of March Minutes 
2. National Update 
3. Committee Reports 
4. TransAfrica Forum 
5. New Business I Announcements 
6. Guest Speaker: Prof Charles Ogletree "TransAfrica Forum Scholars Council and Legal 
Issues in SouH1 Africa" 

1.1\farch l\fumtes 

The minutes of the March 3, 1993 meeting were approved with the following correction 
from Willard Johnson's presentation: 

The second sentence of the second paragraph on page seven currently reads "It does not 
contain any broad political program suggesting conditionalities for U.S. aid." 

111is sentence f'hould read: "It contains a broad political program suggesting 
conditionalities for U.S. aid." 

2. National Update Jemadari Kamara 
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Jemadari distributed three items from National: a fact sheet on Haitians detained on 
Guantanamo (U.S. Naval Base in Cuba); an L4 Village View article featuring TransA.frica 
Executive Director Randall Robinson di scuss ing the Clinton Administration's lack of 
departure from the Bush Administration's A.frica and Caribbean policies; and a news 
release on the humanitarian problem in the Sudan. Jemadari also distributed an application 
for discount rates to attend National's annual conference and dinner weekend June 4-5th in 
WaBhinton D.C. 

Jemadari said National is extremely concerned that it has received only a few scholarship 
applications. Alix announced our Chapter has received a total of six applications. We 
agreed Alix will send these six applications to Scholarship Committee Chair Barbara 
Fields and Barbara and her committee will select the Chapter winner. 

Committee Reports 

A Policy Committee Report James Pritchett 

Jim said the planned March 17 Policy Committee forum had to be cancelled because RCC 
was closed. No one has given him comments on the Liberia options statement distributed at 
last month's meeting. He distributed a new version of this options statement encompassing 
revisions we discussed at the March meeting. Willard felt the new version still did not 
accurately reflect the fact that the operative Liberian agreements are intended not simply to 
implement sanctions against the Taylor forces but to change Taylor from a combatant into a 
participant in elections. After a brief discussion of Willard's points we agreed Jim would 
make the revisions necessary to accurately reflect the intent of current agreements and that 
the revised options statement would be mailed to all current members in the April mail out. 

Jim reminded us that the next Policy Committee forum wilLbe April 21, 1993 in the fourth 
floor faculty lounge of the Academic Building at RCC. 

Jacqueline Howard-Matthews suggested that :from now on we decide one month in advance 
what each forum's topic will be. 

Winston Langley expressed concern that we are allowing media coverage of African to 
dictate topics rather than focussing on ongoing issues in Africa He noted National's Sudan 
press release as an example of both responding to media foci and ofreflecting the distorted 
and simplistic versions of African realities- in this case of Islam- so common in U.S. 
media Winston proposed we have a discussion on Islamic fundamentalism and how that is 
being portrayed in U.S. media versus its reality in African conte'.ll.is. Jacqueline agreed 
adding that perhaps to focus the discussion we could feature Islam in two African 
countries, perhaps Egypt and Nigeria 

Geri Hines suggested that a topic this complex deserved a seminar or forum, perhaps one 
open to the public, in which we utilize outside e:Kperts as well as do our own individual in 
depth study. Deborah Toler agreed with Geri noting that we should keep in mind the 
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C'A"J)licit purpose of the Policy Committee fomms is to develop Chapter policy positions, 
consistent \vith National's positions, on current topics so that \Ve are all prepared to 
articulate agreed upon Chapter positions in the event any of us get press calls or speaking 
engagement requests. Deborah suggested that \;;,.·e are not going to come up \:v·ith a position 
on Islam or so called Islamic :fimdamentalism per se. That perhaps what Winston and 
Jacqueline \:v·ere describing comes more under the guise of internal and community 
education and as such falls under the purview of the Education Committee. 

After further discussion we decided: 

From now on we will decide at each month's first Wednesday business meeting \\·hat the 
following month's Policy Committee Forum topic will be; e.g. we will decide at tonight's 
business meeting \iv·hat the May third V/ednesday Forum discussion topic will be. 

We will have a guest speaker on the agreed upon topic at the first Wednesday business 
meeting immediately preceding each month's third Wednesday forum; e.g. we will have 
May 19th's forum topic speaker at the May 5th business meeting. We will ask that speaker 
to suggest additional reading material on the topic so that we can come to the forum better 
prepared for discussion. 
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Because of our concern about National's Sudan press release and about the crises in Sudan, 
we agreed that Sudan will be the topic for the April 21, 1993 Policy Committee forum. 
George Mitchell and Pearl Robinson agreed to take joint responsibility for inviting a 
Sudanese visiting scholar at Fletcher who is fonner Dean of the University of Khartoum's 
Law School, to be the guest speaker at that fonnn. 

We agreed that \\le will have a guest speaker on Eritrea at the May 5th business meeting. 
Tesfay agreed to provide that Speaker. We chose Eritrea because the referendum on 
Eritrea's future political identity, e.g. total independence or not from Ethiopia, will be held 
April. 23-25th. 

We agreed that the May 19th Policy Committee fomm combine our previous Somali~ 
Sudan, and Eritrea discussions and look at the curnnt situation in the Hom of Africa 

B. AIDS Forwn Kwame Sarpong 

Kwarne reported he has found two Affican resource persons to cover the socio-political 
aspects of the AIDS crisis in Africa for our planned AIDS program. Both are currently 
follO\vs at Harvard's School of Public Health. One is a K~:nyan p:,;ychologist and foe other a 
Nigerian sociologist K\.vame said he felt v.·e still needed an expert on the clinical aspeci.s 
of the pandemic and Ag__grey gave him the name of a South African medical e:>.."J)ert who is 
also at Harvard. 



Jemadari suggested that as part of our (currently deficient) community outreach efforts we 
consider co-sponsoring the program \vith a community organization such as the 
1\1ulticultura1 AIDS Coalition. We failed to follow up on this suggestion. 
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We did agree that the AIDS program committee will consist ofKwame, Pearl, and 
Magueye. \Ve further agreed to target the program for the second week in June. 1l1e 
program committee will provide a full report at the May 5th business meeting on confirmed 
speakers, place, costs, etc. 

At this point Geri interjected we should be more respectful of tonight's guest speaker, that 
it was already past 8:00 P.M. and he had been waiting to speak since 6:30 P.1\1. Prof 
Ogletree, a Chapter member, graciously demurred but Jemadari noted Geri's point was 
well taken and apologized for our tardiness in concluding the business section of the 
meeting. At this point we agreed to drop other planned agenda items. 

Before moving on to tonight's speaker however, we quickly covered t\vo more agenda 
items. 

4. TransAfrica Fornm Jemadari Kamara 

Jemadari announced that the Chapter's TransAfrica Forum Board had met and had agreed 
upon an incorporation process which should be completed within the next month. 

5. New Business I Announcements Tesfay Aradom 

Tesfay announced that Eritreans will be voting in a referendum election April 23-25th in 
Eritrea Eritreans living abroad will also be voting in this referendum in forty to forty-five 
designated polling places throughout Europe, Canada and the United States. More than 
14,000 Eritreans living in the United States have registered to vote. On Saturday April 24th 
from 8:00A.M. - 9:00 P.M., Boston area Eritreans will be voting at Roxbury Community 
College. Tesfay announced Geri Hines has been invited and vvill be going to Eritrea as an 
international observer. Aggrey Mbere will be an observer at RCC representing the African 
National Congress. 

Tesfay requested our Chapter fonnally endorse the referendum process and that we agree 
Chapter members will volunteer to senre as obsenrers at RCC on April 24th. We agreed to 
do both. We sent around a sign-up sheet so members could select a time to serve as an 
observer at RCC. 

Jemadari will immediately jnfonn National our Chapter agreed to both endorse the 
referendum and to serve as observers. 

6. Guest Speaker: Prof. Charles Ogletree, "TransAfrica's National Forum Scholars 
Ad"isory Council and Legal Issues for the New South Africa" 



Jemadari introduced Prof Ogletree who is a faculty member of Harvard University's Law 
School and \vho is Co-Chair of the National Forum Scholar's Advisory Council. 

Prof Ogletree began his presentation by thanking us for the av.-ard we gave him last year. 
He also apologized for having been unable to be more active in the Chapter's work, 
explaining he is facing a tenure decision this coming May. 
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Professor Ogletree's presentation was divided into tvvo parts. First he described the work 
of the Scholar's Council; second he talked about the work he has been doing on legal issues 
facing a post apartheid South A:frica 

Prof Ogletree traced outlined the Scholars Council history and membership. He reminded 
us Prof Ruth Hamilton is co-chair of the Collhcil ·and that in addition to himseli~ other 
Chapter members include Pearl Robinson, Willard Johnson, and George Mitchell and other 
Boston area members include Harvard's Henry Louis Gates and Randall Kennedy. The first 
Council meeting took place January 30-3 lst and the next one will be June 3rd. Prof 
Ogletree announced that Nelson Mandela is the planned guest speaker for this year's annual 
dinner on June 5th. 

Sometime within the next ten days or so, the Council will have an op ed published in the 
NY Times regarding the Clinton Administration's policy on Haiti, Angola, and Zaire. The 
op ed will contrast Clinton's generous campaign statements with his post election policy 
reversals and will call for special hearings on Africa 

At Randall Robinson's request, Prof Ogletree has been meeting with the Carnegie 
Foundation's Dr. David Hamburg. Dr. Hamburg is a TransAfrica supporter and is 
interested in possibly funding some of the Council's proposed work. He will continue 
meeting with Dr. Hamburg on possible funding for TransAfrica Forum. 

The Council's first meeting was an amazingly effective one. Although everyone came with 
her or his O\Vll agendas for what they wanted the Council to accomplish, people worked 
together extremely well and extremely hard throughout the allotted time. They decided their 
first step would be to turn the journal, Trans.Africa Forum, into a referee journal which 
will be cited in scholarship on Africa Prof Edmond Keller, Director of African Studies at 
UCLA, volunteered to edit the journal and to house its publication at UCLA Their second 
priority is for the Council to be an automatic resource for hearings on . .:\:frica and A.frica in 
the diaspora; for the Scholars Council to be used to bring national attention to these issues. 

Prof Ogletree next briefly described nvo trips he has made to South Africa to work on post 
apartheid legal issues. In February 1990 he was invited to South .A_frica to speak about a 
new constitution and the right to counsel in a post apartheid South lurica Currently 90 
percent ofthe people \Vho go to court do so \vitl10ut benefit oflegal representation. These 
people represent themselves. More South Africans are executed every year in South Africa 
than the iQ1al number of people \vho have been executed in the United States since the death 
penalty was reinstated here. 



South ,1\frica's current criminal justice system is in a state of crisis. It is not respected by 
lav•.lyers, criminals, or 0U1ers because it is not even remotely close to being fair. The cr11X 
of the problem in a post apartheid South Africa is how to make a new criminal justice 
system legitimate. 
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Prof Ogletree made a second trip to South Africa in October 1992. On that occasion he 
was one of four African Americans representing the United States at an international 
conference on legal issues in a post apartheid South Africa This conference was for South 
African judges, lawyers, and law students. Prof Ogletree will be returning to South 
Africa this coming August, once again to discuss the right to legal cow1sel. Prof Ogletree's 
hope is he will help convince South Africans to build in protective legal structures for 
citizens' legal rights. 

Prof Ogletree worries that South Africans have an idealized version of the U.S. iegal 
system because of\vhat the U.S. system says on paper and ho\~' it is theoretically supposed 
to operate. Prof Ogletree's message to South Africans has been that the U.S. legal system is 
full of problems, that it does IlQ1 provide equal protection and treatment wider the law and 
that they should Dill adopt the U.S. system. The U.S. legal system is one in \vhich people 
may think they have equal legal protection, but we can see the inequalities in the U.S. legal 
system by looking at who gets arrested, who gets what quality oflegal representation, \vho 
gets convicted, who gets what kinds of sentences and so on. 

Prof Ogletree concluded his formal presentation by noting a number of South Africans will 
be coming to the U.S. to study legal issues, including to Boston, and he wants to put those 
people in touch with the Boston TransA:frica Chapter. 

Winston began the question and answer session by asking Prof Ogletree for more clarity on 
the Scholars Council's plans for transforming TransA:frica's journal , did this imply it will 
become a totally academic publication? Prof Ogletree said the intent is to make it into a 
journal that African American scholars will submit their work to as afirfil choice rather 
than as a last resort. He noted that as part of the transition process the journal will publish 
only t\vo instead of the nonnal four issues during its transition year. 

Robert Johnson asked to what e>..1ent people in South Africa are talking about the 
relationship bet\Neen the particular character of the post apartheid political system. i.e. 
whether it is a socialist or some other political system, and the resulting criminal justice 
system. Prof Ogletree said the proposed i\.."N'C constitution is laden with guaranteed rights 
for everyone but no one has figw·ed out exactly vlhat will happen in the inunediate post 
apartheid period. Currently there is a moratorium on implementing the death penalty, but 
people are still being aITested, tried and convicted mid sentenced to death. Moreover, a 
decision has been made to release political prisoners but the problem is all the criminals 
claim they are injail because of apartheid or that apartheid is the ultimate cause of them 
turning to crime. 

Prof Ogletree added he is also very much concerned that human rights be placed high on 
the legal agenda right now rather than later or else a post apartheid South Africa will go 



through the smne massive human rights violations which have occurred in every post 
coloniaJ developing country. 
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Aggrey asked Prof Ogletree to comment on tile dilemma of how the continuation of the 
existing concept of private property rights in today's South Africa translates into the 
continuation of apartheid's current inequaJities. Prof Ogletree said he noted in a speech he 
made in Soweto that when apartheid ends, white people are going to have to sufter. Some 
property will~ to be nationalized. Although people don't talk much about this, the fact 
is South African Blacks fully expect material benefits, concrete and substantive benefits, 
and that will necessitate some property redistribution. Vv'hites ID.11 have to accept reduced 
standards ofliving and even that will be insufficient to meet all the material benefits Black 
South Africans expect in a post apartheid South Africa 

Prof Ogletree noted there is a significant Black middle class in so called "brown" areas 
and that middle class also lends to the overall expectation that becoming middle class does 
not mean being politically relevant and poor, but being politically relevant and 
comfortable. Prof Ogletree added that squatters from rural areas are also taking over 
areas, adopting the position "This is my area/property." · TI1e end of apartheid will 
probably see poor Blacks leaving Soweto for Johannesburg and for greener, wealthier 
areas in general. 

Magueye Seek asked Prof Ogletree why 90 percent of the people in South Africa go to 
court without lav.ryers. Prof Ogletree said it is because there is no constitutional right to 
have a la\\>yer and no white lawyer is going to represent Blacks. Blacks have no money 
and the state will not pay for a lawyer. A new public defenders office just opened; it has a 
total staff of tv.relve lavvyers, only one of whom is Black and one of whom is Indian. There 
are only 8000 lav,:yers in all of South Africa versus more than 2 million criminal offense 
per year. Blacks end up going to court without lawyers and with the added disadvantage of 
speaking only ethnic languages and no English or Afrikaans, the languages in which court 
proceedings are conducted. Translation is a major difficultly for Black defendants. 

Prof Ogletree said he is concerned about the way in which they are trying to rapidly 
increase the number of Black lawyers to represent Black clients in the future. Instead of 
requiring the current four years oflaw school and certification , they are saying Black law 
students can represent clients after having completed only one year oflaw school. Since 
most Black students are impoverished and will get paid much needed money for 
representing Black clients, there will be agreat temptation for Black law students to never 
retwn to law school. This in twn will create a pem1anent underclass of Black lawyers who 
vvill be ineligible to ever represent the government, ineligible to become magistrates, 
ineligible to become law school professors or law school deans and so on. Moreover, 
South Africa has a divided bar like Britain's so that even now while there are hundreds of 
Bla\:k solicitors (lov.·er level of the bar) there are only about tvve11ty foll blov1111 Black 
advocates9i.e. full blov.m lavvyers eligible toargue cases in higher as well as lower courts) 
in the country. 
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Geri Hines ac;ked what South Africans are thinking in tenns of the equivalent of our Bill of 
Rights issues- freedom of speech and so on. Prof Ogletree said these have all been 
included in the A..,.~C's Bill of Rights but in relative tenns-e.g. freedom of speech is 
guaranteed but some speech is subversive and not covered. 111eir Bill of Rights is 
extremely comprehensive in its aspirations, but in some ways sets up the new government 
for failure in this area: v.;ith so many detailed rights listed, how long can it be before 
someone accuses the govenunent of violating a constitutionally protected right? 

Aggrey asked the evening's last question, asking about the issue of second generation (i .e. 
inheritance related) rights. Prof Ogletree said that second generation rights were too 
complicated an issue to be resolved via the constitution. The dilemma is that currently 
Black South Africans have llQ rights at all versus whites who have heirs etc. as in the 
United States. As Black South Africans get new rights, these are bound to conflict with 
whites' inheritance rights for their heirs. 

·~ 

On behalf of the Chapter Jemadari thanked Prof Ogletree for an extremely informative and 
interesting presentation. 'The meeting was then adjourned at 9:25 P.M. 

Submitted by: 

A) J-1{,~JJ r( ~~v 
Deborah Toler 
Secretary 

May 5, 1993 

REMINDERS: NEXT BUSINESS :MEETING 6:30 P.lVL"\VEDNESDAY 5 MAY 4TH 
FLOOR BOARD ROOM, ADl\UNSTRA TION BUILDING RCC GUEST 
SPEAKER ON ERITREA 

l'!""EXT POLICY CO:MMITTEE FQRlJM 6:30 PM '\'EDl'!""ESDAY MAY 19TH 4TH 
FLOOR FACULTY LOUNGE, ACADEMIC BUILDING RCC TOPIC: HORi~ OF 
AFRICA 
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