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Historically, the governments of South Africa have manifested considerable concern 
for the welfare of their non-White subjects, who comprise today about 11,000,000 
Africans (or"Bantus"), 1,500,000 Coloreds, and 500,000 Asians. Nevertheless, aside 
from this concern, the paramount aim of these governments has been to protect the 
interests of the dominant White minority which now numbers around 3,200,000. 

The basic aim of government since 1948--the beginning of the Nationalist Regime-has 
remained essentially the same as in the past: the security of the White populace. 
However, under this regime, the historic separation of the races has been sharpened 
and formalized and elevated into a creed, that of Apartheid, or separate development. 
According to the tenets of this creed, separation is essential to the security of the 
Whites and the perpetuation of their way of life, and, as well to the advancement of 
the non-White groups. The ultimate objective is total separation of the races, it 
being assumed that this will allow for the development of distinctive ways of life. 
At the same time, it is recognized that the prevailing interdependence of the races, 
particularly in economic matters, poses formidable barriers to the realization of 
total Apartheid. The protagonists of the policy concede that during the past decade 
emphasis has been on the "negative" aspects of Apartheid--the drive to eliminate 
non-Europeans, particularly Africans, from "White Areas", and to accelerate their 
disengagement from Whites in the educational, social, and political spheres of South 
African life. The attempt is to prevent any form of "integration" and to assure 
"separateness". However, the assumption of the policy-makers is that under the 
"positive" aspects of Apartheid, non-Whites, especially Africans, will achieve large 
measures of autonomy and benefit from programs designed to meet the needs of each of 
the Republic's racial or ethnic groupings. 

Apartheid has been buttressed, with full intent of enforcement, by major legislative 
acts since 1948. The following are the more important aspects of this legislation: 

1) The Population Registration ~of 1950. This act identifies and defines 
the racial categories in South Africa and provides a basis for the racial identifi
cation of individuals. Such identification essentially determines the status of the 
individual. 

2) Group Areas Act of 1:..21£• This act indicates the terms and provides the 
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sanctions for a near-total physical separation of the races, particularly in urban 
areas. It is an extension of historic segregation legislation but provides a more 
rigorous system of spatial separation of the races than practiced in the past. 

3) Various ~ restricting African access !9_ "White Areas" and to employment. 
These include consolidation of the Pass Laws in 1952 (Act No. 67), the various laws 
designed to restrict entrance into urban areas, and regulations limiting access of 
non-Whites to jobs set aside for Whites. 

4) Separation in Education. This is most clearly reflected in the Bantu 
Education Act of 1953 and the Extension of University Education Act of 1959. Under 
the last act, separate university colleges were established for Africans, Coloreds, 
and Asians. 

5) Social Separation. A galaxy of laws and regulations insure the extension 
of the traditional system of social segregation of the races. Such legislation 
under the Nationalist regime includes the Separate Amenities Act of 1953, Prohibition 
of Mixed Marriage Act of 1949, the Immorality Ammendment Act of 1950, and the various 
acts and regulations providing for separation at work, at play, and at worship. 

6) Separate Administration and Government. Policy since 1948 has been to 
eliminate any form of racially shared politics or administration. The basis for 
limited self-government has been established through the Bantu Authorities Act of 
1951, the Promotion of Bantu Self-Government Act of 1959, and the Transkei Consti
tution Act of 1963. Asians and Colored have been placed under separate administra
tive arrangement with no promise of "homelands". 

7) Control of non-White Groups. Much of the racial legislation of South 
Africa is designed to restrict, suppress, or control "undesirable" activities of 
the non-White population. This includes aspects of legislation relating to pass laws 
employment, access to "White Areas"--urban or rural--social mixing, and especially 
political activity. The Suppression of Communism Act of 1950 and subsequent legis
lation of similar intent reflect the government determination to control all forms 
of "subversion". 

Whatever the ultimate authority projected for Africans and other non-Europeans, 
as of now, these racial groups are subject to the rigid controls of a government 
solely responsible to the White electorate. 
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