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Dear b v i b  kfi'l 

Enclosed with this little note are some materials to get a political 
pressure campaign going in your area around the issue of making 
the bandits and their South African,Gennan,USA taskmasters end the 
killing in Mozambique and negotiate seriously. There are parallels 
between this initiative and the one which the ACOA in New York 
has begun,STOP APARTHEID'S VIOLENCE,just as there is a direct connection 
in the killing itself which is taking place in South Africa's townships 
and Mozambique's fields and villages. Thetwo campaigns are really one: 

STOP THE VIOLENCE IN SOUTHERN AFRICA !! - 

Please let me know whether you can do some mobilizing around this or 
a similar effort more adapted to your particular situation. 

One other note: similar campaigns are being waged simultaneously in 
the United Kingdom,Canada,Australia,Sweden, and a couple other sites. 

A luta continua,(still) 

Senior Consultant 
Mozambique Government 



End the Violence - Promote the Peace 
Questions and Answers 

Why are we talking about Mozambique? Where is Mozambique QUESTION 1: 
anyway? 
ANSWER: Mozambique, on the south east coast of Africa, gained independence 
in 1975 after 13 years of armed struggle against colonial Portugal. The struggle was 
led by FRELIMO, the Mozambique liberation front. South Africa, on the southern 
border of Mozambique, has been waging a brutal war against Mozambique for the 
past twelve years. 

QUESTION 2: Why? 

ANSWER : Since 1980, the apartheid government of South Africa has practiced a 
policy of destabilization in the Southern Africa region in order to keep her neighbors 
weak. South Africa has used RENAMO terrorists to destroy the people, institutions, 
infrastructure and economic resources of Mozamibique. 

QUESTION 3: What is RENAMO? 

ANSWE R : The beginnings of RENAMO can be dated back to the liberation 
struggle in colonial Rhodesia (Zimbabwe). The Rhodesian Central Intelligence 
Organization (CIO) created RENAMO to maintain white minority rule and weaken the 
liberation movement in Rhodesia. After Zimbabwe gained independence in 1980, 
RENAMO forces were provided weapons, vehicles and military training by the South 
Africans and unleashed on Mozambique to create chaos and destruction. 

QUESTION 4: How has this war been carried out? 
ANSWER: This war has been a civil war or a war against the armed forces. 
South AfricalRENAMO have perpetrated "one of the most brutal holocausts 
against ordinary human beings since World War 11." The violence has been 
directed against civilians. Acts of mutilation, the cutting off of noses, ears, lips, 
breasts and genitals, have been used to terrorize the people. Houses are burned, 
crops ravaged and meagre stores of rice and cassava are stolen by the bandits called 
RENAMO. Services to the people such as education and health care, priorities of the 
FRELIMO government after independence, have been systematically destroyed. 
Schools and teachers, health clinics and health care workers have been major targets 
of RENAMO. Some of the grim statistics are as follows: 

Mozambique (total population, approximately 15 million); 
one million people killed, over half of them children; 
over two million displaced inside the country; 
over one million and a half have become refugees in 

neighboring countries; 
over 250,000 orphans of war. 

The cost to the children of Mozambique has been especially horrendous. 
A favorite tactic of RENAMO has been to kidnap children after making them witness 
atrocities. An estimated 200,000 children have been forced to serve in RENAMO. 
These children have not only been traumatized by what they have seen, but in 
addition, they have been turned into killers - killing their own families, friends and 
neighbors. In Mozambique, people say the children have been "instrumentalizado" 
(turned into instruments of war). 

QUESTION 5: What have been the economic costs of this war to the people of 
Mozambique? 
ANSWER: The economy is in ruins, a major objective of the South African 
destabilization strategy. Ports, roads and railways have been bombed to ensure that 
Mozambique and its neighbors (some of them landlocked) would be completely 
dependent on South Africa for economic survival. Food supplies have been disrupted 
and destroyed with the mass devastation of villages, livestock and crops. This 
destruction, coupled with drought, has made Mozambique the "most food insecure 
country in the world " according to the U.S. Agency for International Development. 
The economic cost of the war has been estimated at 15 billion dollars. 



QUESTION 6: Isn't this war "Black on Black" violence? 
ANSWER: This is not "Black on Black" violence. This is not tribal violence. This 
is political violence which has been engineered and financed by the apartheid regime 
in South Africa. RENAMO in Mozambique, like lnkatha in South Africa, has been 
trained and supplied by the South African government. In fact, now that change is 
coming to South Africa, former RENAMO fighters from Mozambique are being used to 
commit acts of violence and destabilization in South Africa. 

QUESTION 7: Aren't there some kind of peace talks going on about 
Mozambique? 
ANSWER: The FRELIMO government of Mozambique has done 
everything possible to attain peace with RENAMO. Since July, 1990, FRELIMO 
has been meeting with RENAMO in Rome, Italy. The talks have been directed at 
ending the war. This negotiation process has broken down repeatedly because of 
RENAMO's instransigence and blatant violations of agreed upon conditions. 
Meanwhile RENAMO massacres continue throughout the country. 

QUESTION 8: From where does RENAMO get its support? 
ANSWER: RENAMO is supported by South Africa, Kenya, and private right wing 
U.S. sources (the Heritage Foundation, Rev. Pat Robertson, Senator Jesse Helms, 
and others.) Regular contact between RENAMO leaders and South African Defence 
Force (SADF) officers is still being maintained. Keeping Mozambique at war with 
itself and importing elements of that war into South Africa clearly meets the needs of 
SADF hardliners and white racists. 

QUESTION 9: What can the people of the United States do about 
Mozambique? 
ANSWER: STOP IGNORING THIS 'UNRECORDED HOLOCAUST" 

... AND ACT! 
Learn about the situation in Mozambique. Educate your community about this tragedy. 
Initiate material aid campaigns to help the Mozambican people. Write letters urging 
Congress to pass laws that will curtail private support for illegal armies in Mozambique 
and laws that will pressure RENAMO to negotiate in good faith so there can be 
peaceful elections. Encourage Congress to also greatly increase humanitarian aid to 
Mozambique especially for the orphans of war and those children who have suffered 
RENAMO violence. Ask the Presidential candidates to address the issue of 
Mozambique in their campaigns. 
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