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Saturday, December 3rd was a day f u l l  o f  

ment from South Af r ica.  75 people from 1 
throughout the s t a t e  came together a t  the 
Chicago Temp1 e t o  hear experienced divestment 
campaigners speak and t o  f i n d  eners.y i n  the i 
charged words o f  South A f r i can  a c t i i i s t s .  The 
purpose o f  the conference was t o  organize f o r  
I l l i n o i s '  own divestment campaign. I 

The morning began w i t h  dynamic speeches 
from Bernard (Ben) Magubane, author and a c t i -  
v i s t ,  Dumasani Khumalo of the American Com- 
mi t tee  on A f r i ca ,  Ch r i s t y  Hoffman from the 
Connecticut An ti -Apartheid Comni t tee,  and 
W i l l  a rd  Johnson, a MASS (Massachusetts) D ivest  
a c t i v i s t .  From t h e i r  words came the knowledge 
t h a t  the I 1  1 i n o i s  divestment campaign, too, 
can be a successful s t ruggle .  I l l i n o i s  r e s i -  
dents a re  no t  alone i n  t h e i r  e f f o r t  t o  d i ves t  
s t a t e  pension and personnel funds from cor-  
porat ions doing business i n  South A f r i ca .  
Conference goers learned t h a t  pursuing t h i s  
cause w i l l  d e f i n i t e l y  con t r ibu te  t o  the long . 

f i g h t  t o  end apartheid.  As W i l l a rd  Johnson 
emphasized, i t  i s  possible, t o  wage moral bat-  
t l e s  i n  an immoral soc ie ty .  And the accumu- . 
l a t i o n  o f  b a t t l e s  fought and won i s  a v i ab l e  
counterweight against  t h a t  immoral i t y  . 

Af ter  a lunch spent i n  g e t t i n g  t o  know 
the panel i s t s ,  f e l l o w  Chicago CIDSA members 
and those from around the s ta te ,  the afternoon 
became a j o i n t  p lann ing session. Cheryl 
Johnson and Prexy Nesbi tt, CIDSA co-chairper- 
sons, out1 ined what had been accomplished so 
f a r  and what i s  l e f t  t o  be done. Small group 
discussion meetings suggested de ta i  1 s and 
s t ra teg ies  f o r  organiz ing voters  t o  lobby 
t h e i r  l e g i s l a t o r s  t o  pass HB 0569. This b i l l ,  
sponsored by Reps. Carol Moseley Braun and 
Woods Bowman, was brought o u t  o f  comnitte by 
Rep. Michael Madigan and has been introduced 
onto the f l o o r  o f  the House f o r  considerat ion 

Johnson, Bernard (Ben) Magubane , Dumasani 
Khumalo and CIDSA co-chair  Cheryl Johnson. 

sometime a f t e r  the f i r s t  o f  the year o r  i n  the 
e a r l y  spr ing.  CIDSA e f fo r ts  were responsible 
f o r  keeping t h i s  b i l l  before the a t t e n t i o n  o f  
the Personnel and Pension Fund committee. 

I n  shar ing the ideas expressed by the 
four  groups o f  discussants an agenda emerged. 
I t  i s  imperat ive t h a t  CIDSA work r a p i d l y  t o  
organize i n t e res ted  voters  i n  I 1  1 i n o i s  t o  
urge t h e i r  congresspersons t o  vote for  t h i s  
b i l l .  A strong, state-wide c o a l i t i o n  which 
i n c l  udes black communi ty organizat ions,  organ- 
i z e d  labor,  church and c i v i c  groups must be 
formed. The conference goers of December 3rd 
must a c t  as a core o f  volunteers t o  gather 
t h i s  c o a l i t i o n  and move i t  forward t o  v i c t o r y .  

The v i t a l  importance o f  t h i s  work was 
underscored by the concluding remarks s f  the 
pane l i s ts  and CIDSA co-chairs. As Ben Magubane 
stressed, we are fac ing  a b r u t a l  and ru th less  
ovponent who w i l l  no t  sh r ink  from using a l l  
methods a t  hand t o  de fea t  t h i s  e f f o r t  t o  d i -  
ves t  corporate funds from South A f r i ca .  Bur 
w i l l  must be as s t rong as t h e i r s .  The c o n f i -  
dence, courage, honesty and ardor  o f  the  c l o -  
s ing statements d i d  much t o  i n s n i r e  the p a r t i -  
c i  pants t o  c o m i  t themselves t o  succeed i n  
t h i s  f i r s t  o f  many steps. 

The day ended w i t h  a fund-ra is ing supper 
and par ty .  It was a twelve-hour day f i l l e d  
w i t h  so many things--energy, youth, experience, 
wisdom and the courage o f  a1 1 those who have 
gone before. CIDSA w i l l  draw s t reng th  from 
t h i s  day f o r  the months t o  come. 

9y Mar i l yn  Boyd, BANAA 
(Blooming ton and Normal 
Against  Aparthei  d) 



With t h i s  issue we a re  beginning a new column 
i n  which members o f  CIDSA w i l l  review new re -  
ports,  books, documents and a r t i c l e s  which 
discuss e i t h e r  the s i t u a t i o n  i n  S.A. o r  the 
worl d-wide a n t i  -apartheid movement. 

S.A. NEWS -. --- =FS 
**I1 1 i n o i s  Representative Ph i l  i p  Crane (Rep. ) 
has introduced i n t o  Congress a r eso lu t i on  o f  
disapproval o f  the divestment b i l l  passed by 
the D.C. City Council and Mayor Barry.  11/17/83 

CHILD LABOUR I N  SOUTH AFRICA **Former Secretary o f  Sta te  A1 exander Haig 
By the Ant i -S l  auery S o c i e t . ~  (London, 1983) w i l l  v i s i t  South A f r i c a  i n  February. He w i l l  

be the guest o f  South A f r i c a ' s  Manpower and 
Book Review by Prexy Nesb i t t  Management Foundation. 12/12/83 

I n  the mid 1950's var ious 1 i bera l  j ou r -  
**Led by companiei 1 i ke Control Data Corpor- 

n a l i s t s  i n  South A f r i c a  ( l e d  by the l a t e  Ruth 
a t i o n  and D i g i t a l  Equipment Corporation, U.S. 

F i r s t ,  k i l l e d  by a l e t t e r  bomb i n  Maputo 
sales o f  dual use ( c i v i l  ian-mi l  i tary ) ,  

Mozambique i n August, 1982) uncovered what nuclear-re1 ated computers are c u r r e n t l y  boom- 

has become known as the Bethal potato  scandal ing.  Computer exports t o  South A f r i c a  doubled 
between 1980 and 1982 and i n  e a r l y  1982 the 

of the 1950's. Essent ia l ly ,  one chapter of an Reagan administrat ion l i f t e d  the ban on corn- extensive pa t te rn  o f  farm labour  abuse, Bethal puter sales to the South African police or 
was a case where some Af r ikaaner  farmers k i l l e d  military. 12/12/83 
several o f  t h e i r  b lack labourers and then plow- 
ed t h e i r  corpses under the s o i l  as f e r t i l i z e r  **South A f r i can  troops have invaded Angola i n  
f o r  t h a t  yea r ' s  potato  crop. a major m i l  i t a r y  operat ion designed t o  stop 

SWAP0 gue r r i  1 l a s  from en te r ing  Namibia. 12/26/83 
The B r i t i s h  Ant i -Slavery Society has re -  

cen t l y  documented y e t  another saga, a con t i -  An ti -Aparthei d Act ions 

nuing one, o f  the apar the id  system. I n  a new **A coordinated campaign against  pension fund 
pub1 i c a t i o n  e n t i t l e d  Ch i l d  Labour i n  South investment i n  South A f r i c a  has been 1 aunched 
A f r i c a  (Ant i -Slavery Society, 180 Br i x ton  Road, i n  B r i t a i n  according t o  a t rus tee  o f  the Post 
London SW96AT, 1983) the Society s ta tes t h a t  O f f i c e  and Telecom Superannuation Plan. Vol un- 
"a j u n i o r  workforce, unprotected and exp lo i ted,  t a r y  Organizations, unions, churches and l o c a l  
ex i s t s  w i t h i n  the borders o f  the Republic [o f  a u t h o r i t i e s  are being urged t o  work together 
South ~ f r i  ca) . " t o  d i v e r t  B r i t a i n 1 s i 8 0 - 1 0 0  b i l l i o n  pension 

funds from being invested i n  S.A. 11/29/83 

This new study makes var ious valuable **The Greater London Council  (GLC) has voted 
observations. I t  po in ts  o u t  t h a t  i n  the major t o  sever a l l  t i e s  w i t h  S.A. and t o  declare 
c i t i e s  and towns ch i l d ren  between the ages o f  London an ant i -apar the id  zone. The GLC w i l l  
n ine  and t h i r t e e n  are o f t e n  invo lved i n  h i gh l y  discourage the adve r t i s i ng  o f  South A f r i can  
v i s i b l e  service-type jobs as carpark attendants, products and w i  11 encourage naming s t r ee t s  and 
errandboys, and s t r e e t  vendors. A1 1 o f  these bu i ld ings  a f t e r  prominent opponents o f  apar- 
a re  h i gh l y  e x p l o i t a t i v e  s i t ua t i ons .  But i t  the i  d . 12/ 1/83 
i s  i n  the a g r i c u l t u r a l  sector, on remote farms Sources 
where the "whi te Baases" run t h e i r  farms as The Washin ton Post November 19, 1983; 
feudal estates and where l f  t t l e  Can be observed, A f r i ca  (Durham) December 12, 1983; 
t h a t  the most v i c ious  l e v e l s  o f  e x p l o i t a t i o n  New York Times December 27, 1983; 
can be found. I t  i s  the par ts  o f  t h i s  study Guardian Lon on) November 29, 1983; 
which c i t e  what the ch i l d ren  themselves had t o  Rand Daili Ma:l (south A f r i ca )  Dee. 1, 1983. 
say t h a t  a re  the most reveal  i n g  (and moving): 

"The c h i  1 dren d i d  no t  know t h e i r  ages bu t  
they could n o t  have been more than nine. 
they sa id  t h a t  they had been working on 
cotton, orange o r  vegetable farms.. . f o r  
three years, and t h a t  they worked ' f rom 

A 
sunr ise t o  sunset' .  This can mean 10 t o  
12 hours i n  average summer temperatures 
o f  35°C(950~).  . .Dai ly c h i l d  workers were 
pa id  i n  tomatoes o r  potatoes. Weekly and 
monthly c h i l d  workers were pa id  between 
R6 and R18 per  month.. .CWle spoke t o  a 
group o f  ch i ld ren  car ry ing  buckets o f  wd 
damaged tomatoes which they had received 
as wages. " (p.33) 

- g y  b a -- w--r 
Front 1 ine  , (London) 
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