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TO: ~SN Members and Friends

FROM: Prexy Nesbitt, Consultant to the Mozambique Government

RE: RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN SOUTHERN AFRICA AND THE NEED FOR MORE
PRESSURE IN THE UNITED STATES

I write this memorandum with the hope that I can share some clarity
about the various p ocesses currently underway in Southe~n Africa,
particularly those processes related to Mozambique. Many things are
happening simultaneously and all are of great importance. One key
development is the Angolan cease-fire agreed to by twenty African
heads of state meeting June 22 in Zaire. The cease-fire and the
reintergration and reconciliation plan is all contained in the
Gbadolite Declaration on Angola (for copies· of this document contact
the MSN office).

A related recent development ·is contained in the attached article
from the Saturday, June 24, 1989 issue of the Washington Post
entitled "Mozamb1qu Proposes Peace Talks". This article gives the
impression that Moz mbique has totally opened the door to Renamo for
participation in Mozambique's political life provided that Rename
renounces violence. The.problem with the article is not so much its
content as it is that the emphasis is in the wrong place (just as the
New York Times stressed to a ridiculous extreme and took completely
out of context President Chissano's encounter with Savimbi at the
Kinshasa airport. See the New York Times, Monday June 26, 1989).

The Mozambique government has enunciated some principles, - most of
which are not new - the main one being that Renamo and its backers
end the violence. The government has also said that if the
principles are accepted, and if violence ends, then a ~ial9gue (not
negotiations) could begin between the Mozambique government and those
conducting the destabilization against Mozambique.

The three key points we should bear in mind are that the violence
must be' ended" at his stage there is only possible dialogu.~ (not
negotiations) with the bandits, and the real source of the violence
in Mozambique is tl South African government and its agents.
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In this period of rapidly evolving events this is a key time for
political pressure to be mobilized on behalf of Mozambique. There is
a great. need for letters and phone calls to the Secretary of State's.
Office and to elected officials in both the. Senate and the House. The
main thrust of such contacts should be to demand that:

1) The U.S. Government give more political and economic support to
Mozambique;

2) The U.S. Government pressure South Africa to end its
destabilization of Mozambique though its Renamo surrogates.

Additionally, as people contact their elected representatives and the
U.S. State Department, there should be condemnations of Renamo
atrocities (the latest edition of UNICEF's phildren On The Frontline
has excellent facts for this) and some saluting of the current "open
door n relations position which the U.S. government officially
maintains toward Mozambique.
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