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Judge Overrules Immigration Service,
Gives Asylum to Poet from Zimbabwe

CHICAGO

AU. S. immigration judge last week
granted political asylum to Dennis Brutus,
the black professor of English at North
western University whom the Immigration
and Naturalization Service wanted to de
port.

The judge ruled that Mr. Brutus's life
might be endangered. if he were forc~d to
return to his native Zimbabwe, and said
that he should be allowed to remain in this
country indefinitely.

Mr. Brutus is a poet and activist who has
devoted much of his life to fighting apart
heid in South Africa, Zimbabwe's neigh
bor to the south, from which he was exiled
in 1966 after a period of imprisonment. He

"has ,taught African literature and creative
writi-ng at Northwestern since 1970.

During the first 10 years of his employ
ment there, the I.N.S. regularly renewed
his one-year temporary visa without ques
tion.

As a citizen of what was then Rhodesia,
a breakaway British colony, Mr. Brutus
held a British passport.

When his country became an independ-
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ent state in 1980, however, the British re
fused to renew his passport, and several
months passed before he was able to se
cure a passport from Zimbabwe. In the in
terval, he was unable to renew his tempo
rary visa because he had no valid passport,

and the I.N .s. began deportation proceed
ings against him.

Mr. Brutus, who is credited with inspir
ing the movement that has kept segregated
South African athletic teams out of Olym
pic competition since 1964, said he was
afraid that if he returned to Zimbabwe he
would be assassinated by South African
agents.

I.N .s. officials·have scoffed at his fears,
but Immigration Judge Irving· Schwartz
said last week that he had been persuaded
by Mr. Brutus's argument and would grant
him asylum. The I.N.S. had 10 days during
which to appeal thejudge's ruling; a Wash
ington spokesman for the service said no
decision on whether to do so had been
reached. _

Mr. Brutus has been supported in his
efforts to remain in the U. S. by a "defense
committee" whose members in~lude sev
eral influential scholars and politicians.
His case has also attracted the sympathetic
attention- of editorial writers for a number
of major newspapers, including the Chica
go Sun-Times, the Chicago Tribune, and
the New York Times. -L.B.
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