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RESOLIJTION ON PORTUGAL

The $436.5 million plus executive agr ement with Portugal concluded on
Decemher 9, 1971, is a .rofoundly tragic mistake, the most seri.ous step the
lJni ted States ever has taken against the pri.nciple of self-determination in Africa.

The Export-Import and PL 480 funds it makes available will strengthen Portuguese
war-making capability in' Africa. The open-ended commitment to provide Portugal with

"non-military excess equipment" will not only furnish troop sup ort materiel gratis,
but it will enable Portu al to huy military equipment for use in Africa with funds
that it otherwise would have had to use to purchase non-military equipment.
In our rush to raise export, we must be careful not to devalue ourselves.

One of the "concessions" Portugal made on December 9 was to continue to
permit the U.S. to use its Azores Islands bases until February 3, 1974. We
agree \-1i th the findings of tIle lJni ted Nations ,Association of the USA which,
on December 3, 1971, called these bases "technologically dispensable and
politically costly." These bases annually inject $12 milIio' in revenue otherwise
unavailable into the economy of the islands. We feel that is sufficient
"rent". Remaining U.S. grant military aid to Portugal should be Stlspended
and an arms embargo imposed on all shipments of arms, defoliants, and potential
military equipment from the U.S. to Portugal. If Portugal then requests that
we close our bases, the U.S. should do so. The U.S. must no longer regard the
Azores bases as a credible lever for Portugal to use in negotiating with the U.S.

We urge a thorough Congressional investigation of the pact. Further we support
the position of Senator Cli.fford Case and others who have called for the
Administration to submit the ,act to the Senate for approval.

We the undersigned oppose all cooperation with Portugal of a military,
economic, or political nature until the people of Mozambique, Angola,
Guinea-Bissa~ and Cap Vert Islands have achieved independence.
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(circulated to members of Americans for Democratic Action,
December, 1971, to be returned by January 7, 1972)
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