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Dear Sir

Whitney Young

The American Negro Leadership Conference on Africa
held a three day conference on the Arden House Campus
of Columbia University at Harriman, New York on November
23, 24, 25.
This conference brought together 100 of America's
top Negro organizational leaders for the purpose of analyzing
The Role of the American Negro Community in U .S . Policy in
Africa,. The work was principally in workshops and plenary
sessions, preceded by nine background papers prepared prior
to the conference by eminent authorities.
We are enclosing a copy of the Resolutions Report of that
conference in the hope that you might find its contents of
interest .
Sincerely yours,

Theodore E . Brown
Director
Encl .
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Resolutions
PREAMBLE
The struggle for freedom and equality is world wide.
It has reached a critical state in Africa. In the Portuguese
territories, particularly Angola and Mozambique, in
South Africa, South West Africa, the Congo, the Central
African Federation and Kenya the Africans' fight for
freedom has reached a decisive stage . We rejoice with
those nations of Africa who have recently achieved independence and who have taken their place in the community of free nations . Without overlooking the enormous problems of these young countries, it is the unfree
areas of Africa to which we address ourselves in this
conference.
The American Negro community in the United States
has a special responsibility to urge a dynamic African
policy upon our government . Although we have a serious
civil rights problem which exhausts much of our energy,
we cannot separate this struggle at home from that
abroad . If the United States cannot take vigorous action
to help win freedom in Africa, we cannot expect to maintain the trust and friendship of the newly independent
and soon-to-be independent peoples of Africa and Asia.
Further, the American Negro community has a responsibility in simple terms of historical continuity . Since
the turn of the century Negro leaders and scholars have
expressed the concern of Negro Americans for the
elimination of colonialism and its evils . While our conference will not initiate a new interest on the part of
American Negroes, it will launch a more aggressive determination to make our influence felt on the policies
of our government in these critical areas of that vast
continent.
We, at this first American Negro Leadership Conference on Africa, meeting at Arden House in Harriman,
New York, strongly endorse the principle of the Charter
of the United Nations which commits the signatories to
"promote and encourage respect for human rights and
fundamental freedoms for all, without distinction as to
race, sex, language or religion ." We call upon all the
signatories, and especially upon the United States, to
pursue in Africa a policy designed to achieve these goals.
We assert our belief that the achievement of these objectives conforms to the commitments of the United
States expressed in the Declaration of Independence, and
in the Constitution of the United States, and in our national policy expressed notably in Supreme Court decisions, and executive orders forbidding discrimination on
the basis of race, color, religion or national origin, in the
Civil Rights Acts of 1957 and 1960, and further expounded in state laws and municipal ordinances prohibiting discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion or
national origin .

We rededicate and reaffirm our ethnic bond with and
historic concern for the peoples of Africa and our complete solidarity with their aspirations for freedom, human
rights and independence.
We commit ourselves to a wholesale involvement in
the affairs of Africa and the yearning of the African
people for full freedom, and we call upon the entire
Negro community in the United States to join with us in
this commitment to the end that our total influence as a
group will be used to aid Africans in their march toward
freedom.

Accordingly, we resolve:

Recent events in the Congo underscore the need for
close scrutiny of the actions of our own government in
relation to Africa . We are opposed to the continued exploitation of Africans in the Congo and frustration of
their natural aspirations ; equally we are opposed to such
exploitation and subjugation of Africans in those areas
not yet free and the thwarting of their aspirations for
freedom . To that end we pledge ourselves to be informed
and eternally vigilant concerning the policies and actions
of our government relating to any part of Africa.
We recognize the critical need for across-the-board
educational assistance to the people in those areas in
Africa which are the concern of this conference . We are
convinced that the situation demands a crash program,
which will include the introduction in these areas of aid,
such as the Nyasaland Teacher Placement Project of the
Peace Corps, as well as an urgent acceleration in providing full scholarships for the advanced training, both
technical and professional, of Africans in the United
States . We especially urge the State Department to expand its program of educational and cultural services to
facilitate the education and development of the people
in this part of the world.
We call upon the leaders of organized religions in the
United States to re-evaluate the role of the churches in
its missionary activities in respect to the training and use
of indigenous leaders and of Africans in the other related
professions and to reconstruct its goals in terms of the
need of the African people for education and for training
in modern day skills and techniques, and in terms of the
Africans' aspirations for freedom and independence.
We look with disfavor and deplore the use of any arm
of our government to protect those who are working for
interests that are inimical to the interest of the people
of the Congo, Angola, Mozambique and other areas of
Africa of especial interest of this conference .

In view of the patent need due to long years of economic and cultural deprivation, we urge our government
to review its policy of economic aid to Africa and suggest that it develop programs comparable in scope and
magnitude to those programs administered in Europe.

II—American Negro Participation
in United States Programs in Africa
In spite of pledges by the State Department that it
would follow a policy of fair employment, we find that
Negro citizens are still excluded from top level jobs in
the area of policy making.
We urge the Department to make appointments of
Negro citizens to high level policy posts.
We call for an end to the restriction of ambassadorial
appointments to one or two persons of color.
We urge recruitment of more Negro Foreign Service
staff personnel and Foreign Service Reserve personnel
and equal assignment for such persons.
We urge the recruitment of Negro Foreign Service
Officer Personnel, not only through the Foreign Service
Officer Entry Examination, but also by lateral transfer
and lateral examination from the Foreign Service Staff
and Foreign Service Reserve Corps.
We are disturbed by the failure of American foundations to include Negro citizens in policy posts handling
African affairs . We call upon them to appoint distinguished and competent American Negroes to their Boards
and to top staff positions.
We view with disapproval the policy of philanthropic
foundations in ignoring predominantly Negro institutions
and organizations which have demonstrated an abiding
interest in Africa and Africans, and Negro scholars versed
in African affairs . We urge, therefore, foundations to
include Negro institutions, organizations, and scholars
more adequately in their grants and endowments.
We call upon the President's Committee on Equal
Employment Opportunity to enforce the non-discrimination clause in contracts between our government and
corporations and educational institutions operating in
Africa .

III—South Africa
The American Negro Leadership Conference condemns apartheid as a system to exploit the African, Asian
and Colored majority in South Africa by white supremacists and endorses the campaign of Appeal for Action
Against Apartheid.
We deplore our government's opposition to the United
Nations resolution calling for sanctions against South
Africa . We urge the United States to support such action
by the United Nations against South Africa and to seek
its implementation through effective policing of the
modes of entry .

We recognize that the United States prohibits the shipment of arms to South Africa designed for use in the
implementation of apartheid, but we call upon the Government to undertake a total embargo of war material to
the South African Republic, because no practical distinction can be made between weapons for maintaining apartheid and weapons for ally other purpose.
We call upon United States business firms to cease
lending money to South Africa and to withdraw investments from that country since such financial transactions
can only strengthen the present racist government.
We urge the United States Government to actively
discourage any public or private economic aid to South
Africa.
We urge the State Department to include opponents of
the apartheid policy among the South African recipients
of leadership grants.
We call upon individual Americans to join the growing
international boycott of South African goods.
We demand that the United States Armed Forces cease
military maneuvers in cooperation with South African
forces and the use of South African waters or bases.
We urge that the United States abandon the practice
of excluding American Negroes from its missions to the
Republic of South Africa and Africans from affairs sponsored by the American Embassy and all other United
States Missions in that country.
We urge the American Olympic Committee to fight
for the exclusion of South Africa from the coming Olympic games unless that nation permits all South African
athletes to compete for places on its team without regard
to race or color.
We oppose the efforts of the Republic of South Africa
to incorporate the three High Commission Territories,
namely, Basutoland, Swaziland, Bechuanaland into the
Republic of South Africa.

IV—South West Africa
Taking cognizance of the dispute between the United
Nations and the Republic of South Africa with respect
to the latter's jurisdiction over the territory of South West
Africa, the Conference urges the United States Government to support the United Nations in its attempt to win
acceptance of its claim that South West Africa belongs
under the trusteeship system of the United Nations.
Should these attempts prove unsuccessful, the United
States must resume and assert its obligations in this territory as one of the Allied and Associated Powers to which
South West Africa was surrendered at the close of hostilities of World War I.
The American Negro Leadership Conference endorses
Resolution 1702, XVI, adopted by the U .N . General
Assembly in the fall of 1961 which calls for:
(a) The evacuation from the territory of all military
forces of the Republic of South Africa ;

(b) The release of all political prisoners without distinction as to party or race;
(c) The repeal of all laws or regulations confining the
indigenous inhabitants in reserves and denying
them all freedom of movement, expression and association, and of all other laws and regulations
which establish and maintain the intolerable system
of apartheid;
(d) Preparations for general elections to the Legislative
Assembly, based on universal adult suffrage, to be
held as soon as possible under the supervision and
control of the United Nations;
(e) Advice and assistance to the Government resulting
from the general elections, with a view to preparing
the territory for full independence.
(f) Coordination of the economic and social assistance
with which the Specialized Agencies will provide
the people in order to promote their moral and
material welfare;
(g) The return to the territory of indigenous inhabitants
without the risk of imprisonment, detention or punishment of any kind because of their political activities in or outside the territory ; and further urges
the United States Government to support the implementation of this resolution through the United
Nations and in such other ways as may be appropriate .

V—Angola-Mozambique
We support the Nationalists of Angola and Mozambique in their struggle for freedom and independence.
We urge the United States Government to support the
recommendations of the United Nations Subcommittee
on Angola calling upon the Portuguese Government to
enter into negotiations with African Nationalists for the
purpose of implementing self-government for the Angolese . We also call upon the United States Government
to support similar negotiations between the Portuguese
Government and African Nationalists in Mozambique
and Portuguese Guinea.
We urge the United States Government and private
sources within the United States to make a humane response to the medical, educational, and material needs of
Angola and Mozambique, and of the refugees from those
territories.
We deplore Portugal's expenditure of large sums of
money on public relations designed to misinform and
mislead the American public, and call upon all media of
communications in the United States to counter these
activities by the Portuguese Government by making special effort to publicize and disseminate the true facts
about Angola and Mozambique to the American public.
We urge the American Government to take immediate
steps to insure that no arms, weapons or war material
supplied to Portugal by the United States are used against

the peoples of Portuguese territories in Africa in its effort
to keep these peoples in subjugation.
We call upon the United States Government to use
its influence to persuade other Western powers to urge
Portugal to grant Angola, Mozambique, and Portuguese
Guinea their independence.
We urge the United States Government to support a
United Nations resolution permitting the Commission
of the United Nations to make on-the-spot inspection in
the Portuguese territories.

VI—Congo
We regard the restoration of the territorial unity, integrity and unification of the Congo with Katanga as an
integrated part of the country as an immediate necessity
and to that end we support the use of sanctions and force,
if necessary, to bring Katanga into a unified Congo . We
call upon our government to exert its full power to achieve
this objective.
We endorse the continued United States financial support of the United Nations operation in the Congo.

VII—Central African Federation
The Central African Federation embracing Northern
Rhodesia, Southern Rhodesia and Nyasaland was not
conceived or structured and has never been maintained
or operated in the interests of Africans . We, therefore,
oppose it in its present form.
We oppose and will refuse to support any political
structure in any of these three countries which is not
founded upon universal suffrage based upon the principle
of one man, one vote.
We condemn the present government of Southern
Rhodesia as being both politicaly bankrupt and callous.
Its primary function has been to keep Africans in a depressed and subservient political, economic and social
status through legal and extra-legal means, including
discriminatory and repressive laws and the denial off reedom of speech, assembly and free movement of Africans.
We deplore the fact that the United States abstained
on a resolution in the United Nations on Southern Rhodesia in the 17th Assembly which, among other things,
called for lifting of the ban against the nationalist party,
ZAPU, release of political prisoners, and for discussions
between the British Government and representatives of
African nationalist organizations leading to a new constitutiongiving full voting rights to Africans.
We seek full disclosure of all facts which will detail the
manner and extent of American economic influence, both
public and private, in this part of Africa.
In light of the f ailure of the white labor movement in
this area to provide leadership and assistance to the

Africans in their quest for freedom, we call upon the trade
unions to initiate and implement a policy calculated to
bring the most meaningful benefits to Africans in these
three countries, in terms of their economic, political and
social status . We further urge the American trade union
movement to take the leadership in assuming this responsibility, and to this end we propose a meeting of representatives of this Conference and those of American
labor .
VIII—Kenya

As the independence of Kenya approaches we look
with hope and pride toward its future development . It is
in the interest of the Kenya people and the United States
Government to have a free and stable Kenya Nation.
Therefore we urge the United States Government to consider seriously, in consultation with Kenya Nationalists,
affording financial aid and assistance to help Kenya develop aviable political entity.
We urge the British Government in the pending constitutionalnegotiations and elections to adopt ahands-off
policy in regard to the internal affairs of Kenya.
We further urge Great Britain to continue to give aid
and technical assistance to Kenya after it attains independence.
We urge our government to grant the 15 million dollar
aid requested of it by a joint mission representative of the
Kenya African National Union and the Kenya African
Democratic Union.

Rights Day, December 10, 1962, to present the findings
of this conference .
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We further authorize the six convenors of this conference to continue as an informal committee and to evaluate developments in the areas with which we have here
concerned ourselves, and to communicate and consult
with the constituent organizations on continuing activity
to the end that we may move steadily toward the attainment of the objectives embodied in these resolutions.
WHEREAS, The American Negro Leadership Conference on Africa, held November 23-25, 1962 at Arden
House, Harriman, New York, was one of the best planned
and organized conferences in our memory, and
WHEREAS, most of the work of this conference was
done by voluntary help under the direction of Theodore
E, Brown and his staff:

Brooke Aronson

Linda Lynch

Shirley Branch

Carole Merritt

Isobel Clark

Merline White

Marjorie Ellis

Bernice Wilds

Florence Gordon

IBC

in putting together a great conference which will, in our
opinion, release some of the pressures of our African
brothers.

We instruct the convenors of this body to seek a meeting with the President of the United States on Human

THEREFORE, be it resolved that this conference go on
record with a standing vote of thanks.
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O.S. NEGROES URGE !
MORE AFRICAN AID
Wilkins Opens Drive to Help
New Independent States
'

By M . S. HANDLER
'Special to The New York Times

HARRIMAN, N . Y ., Nov. 23
•—A campaign to mobilize the
political power of 19,000,000
American Negroes behind 'the
sub-Sahara independent African
states and other natives peoples
still living under colonial rule
was started here tonight.
The campaign was initiated
at the opening of .a three-day
conference at Arden House of
Columbia University. It was !
designed to follow the pattern !
in which Jewish opinion and re- 1
sources in this country were
mobilized .to support Israel.
The keynote was sounded by
Roy Wilkins, executive secretary of the National Association for the Advancement of
Colored people, after a dinner
attended byt 100 Negro leaders
from all parts of the nation.
Presiding at the opening session was A . Philip Randolph.
president of the Brotherhood of

In helping the sub-Saharan !
African peoples, Mr. Wilkins
implied the American Negroes
also help themselves in their
own struggle.
" The not inconsiderable abilities we American Negro citizens
possess," Mr. Wilkns said,
fective fashion to the task of i
persuading our Government to
"should be harnessed in an of-i
fective fashion to the task of

persuading our Government to
aid the emerging peoples of.
` Africa toward their place in the
'world of nations.
, "In developing this activity
i we should not relax our prime+
efforts to achieve our proper i
place in our own country since'
progress toward that end will
enhance our influence in behalf
of Africa.
"And in pressing our claim for
action in Africa, our emphasi s
must be not upon the paternal
Sleeping Car Porters and a vice
and social treatment, but upon
president of the American Fedthe thesis that our traditions as
eration of Labor and Congress
well as our national security
of Industrial Organizations.
demand such forthright steps;
The committee that called the
a free Africa will buttress a free;
conference included Rev . Dr.
America."
Martin Luther King Jr., integration leader ; Dorothy Height,
Praises Kennedy's Actions
president of the National CounMr. Wilkins praised the efcil of Negro Women, and Whit- forts
of the Kennedy Adminisney Yung, executive director of i tration
to enforce the U .S.
the National Urban League.
!Supreme Court's rulings against'
Meeting Ends Sunday
!segregation . He also praised they
The conference is scheduled President's Executive order banto end on Sunday with the ning racial discrimination in
adoption of a resolution on the! housing constructed or financed
United States policy in Africa. with Federal money.
But Mr, Wilkins sharply critThis will urge the Government
,to abandon its "wordy policy icized the Government's policies
and to adopt a dynamic course of Africa. He called those pollthat, the resolution says, will ' dies a "wordy condemnation"
help raise the international of the Union of South Africa's
status of the 28 new African apartheid practices, and of
states, and help liberate the
remaining colonial territories.
In a prepared statement to
the conference Mr . Wi lkins in-i
dicated clearly . that Negro;
lieved that the emergence of l
the independent African states'
leaders in the United States be-'
pace at which the American
had substantially quickened the
Negroes have been progressing
in their fight toward equal, ,
status.
1i
I

what he termed the repression
of Negroes in Angola, Portuguese territory.
"It ill becomes the United
States of America in 1962," he
said, "to content itself with
wordy condemnation of such
courses, • the while refraining
from supporting a sanctions
resolution . in the United Nations
and continuing normal relations
with the Union of South
Africa."
He said the situation today
demanded "something more
than deploring resolutions
coupled with business-as-usual
—both issuing from the con-.
venient umbrella off one or another aspect of the East-West
cold war."
We do not underestimate
the resourcefulness and the
persistence of the propaganda
of our Soviet opponents," he
went on, "but recent . events in
India and Cuba may suggest
to new nations the degree of
dependance that may be given
to Soviet assurances. " Irrespective of fortuitous developments,
American aid to Africa, the
kind and a scale to help its
people effectively, will be the
test answer to the Soviets . "
Mr. Wilkins said, however,
that the important improvements had been made in the lot
of the American Negroes in the
last 10 years.
"It is in this setting with
free nations over there and with
increased and strategic political, economic, and educational
influence over here that this
conference . convenes," Mr. Wilkins said .
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\U .S . Negroes Link Aid to Sub-Sahara African Nations With Rights struggle'
By M. S . HANDLER
Special to The New York Times

The Nero
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.
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might work at cross, Mr. Wilkins and his colleagues ,! ,which
Negro students were in- .work done in this field is by
'
policy
P
that their decision
on to
t link hey
t . purposes
with
their
own aired their personal irritation !.terested in Africa and the de- white scholars. T hen eel to fin,
integration struggle in the;
ei struggle for integration in the with what they considered to t ,tee
to which they were
emo- ance African studies in Neg
,
gro institutions was heavily
' United States with the fate af United States since a conscious be an erroneous picture of thel, aissue
. :illti
31tiEs .
the sub-Saharan African states identification with the Africans United States power structure, . ! Some felt that Negro students stressed.
In a background paper on
!would represent a new phase' might stimulate a greater and the relationship of the' had little active interest in Afriof separateness as American Negroes to it, which ca and this explained
xplainod why so one aspect of this problem, St.
i n the civil rights struggle ."
they said they frequently en-,i :few had volunteered for the Clair Drake of Roosevelt Col1 This view was expounded by ; opposed to integration .
countered among African dip 10-1 Peace Corps and other organ- lee Chicago, contended that
Organization Uncertain
~'Vhrtne Y oun
~
g, executive di
mats and polit icians
rational jobs in the new coun- the
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!sector of the National Urban
The
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LEADING NEGROES
AGREE ON GOALS
Arden House Session Asks
South Africa Sanctions
I

By M. S. HANDLER
—"""
HARRIMAN, N . Y ., Nov . 25
~Qne hundred of this nation's candidly . admitted` in private giving them a new impetus in citizens to high level policy
leading Negroes ended a three- convert
Post," the resolutio .c went on.
carve : allot) that they regardedl their fight for civil rights .
cily conference at Arden .House, the
, organized political action of ; The conference also urged "We call for an e nd to the
Columbia University, withgroups
a setinthe
of the Congo policy which has rep rimed amthe unification
United iwith Katanga
l et resolutions designed to trans- • Jewish
;Li id United States bassadorial appointments to one
,form the struggle for civil State : is a model, but were not support for the liberation of or two persons of color . We
z fights into an international certain that at the present! Angola, Mozambique and South urge recruitment of more Negro
problem .
foreign service staff personnel
stage f development the Negro West Africa.
The program would involve groups were ready for such a It also urged financial aid and foreign service reserve
the American
Negro corr.rnunit
commitment
with sub- highly integrated and sophisti •and assistance in consultation personnel."
in
with the Kenya Nationalists to The same resolutien called on
~, a total'African affairs.
cat .ed organization effort.
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aran African peoples . of fair employment , " we find tions were amended and adoptPresident economic sanctions sub-Sat
against the Union of Soeth Af-i They feel that such a link would that Negro citizens are still ed, ail phraseology that might
. It was assumed teat the, be of help not only to the sub- excluded from trop level jobs in have involved the U : : iced States
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Government in any unpleasantcommittee would also t .~ansmit .: Sahara is in attaining interim- the area of policy making
~to the President all the resole
; tional status or freedom, but "We urge the department to ness with its European allies
't .ions voted today that trace the! also tc, American Negroes hytmake appointments of Negro was rejected as poittically unnew line of political action for
-sound and of no praE tical value'
America' s 19,000,000 Negroes.
Americas
to the purposes of the conCommittee Membership
. fern) ice.
The committee includes the
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.;
Mr. Wilkins on one of two,
Roy Wilkins, executive secretary
'occasions indicated t cr the conof the National Association for
fe.rein e that it wa.: necessary
the Advancement of Colored
not to overstep th' terms of
People ; Whitney Young. execurefer ence set for the eonferencel
tive director of the National Urand unwittingly i , ivolve thei
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president of the Brotherhood of
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ecutive director of the Congress
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of Racial Equality.
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1 The resolutions designated.
leaders had met und e r one roof
this committee to determine a :
to
.ake important decisions
detailed action progra :m but
I there was discussion in the -lobthat might affect all the
Negroes in the United States .
tries of the possibility of eventually creating an organization
similar to the American Jewish
Congress to coordinate and direct the political action of this;
country's numerous Negro organizations.
Some of the Negro leaders i

