
Since June of this year racial strife has enveloped
South Africa. Although dismissed at fi rst as
spontaneous and impulsive, the uprisings clearly
represent a revolutionary movement which has
shaken the very foundations of the system so
oppressive to the African majority. General strikes
have paralyzed an economy based on the virtual
slave labor of the Blacks.

Even the wanton murder by police-state security
forces of hundreds of demonstrators and the rush of
government and corporate officials to make
superficial, cosmetic changes in the system have
failed to stem the revolutionary tide.

In the face of harsh repression, strikes and
demonstrations continue against apartheid, the
regime of racial separation enshrined in the very
laws of the land, where the color of a person's skin
determines his fate absolutely: where he can live,
what kind of job or education he can get-if he can
get either at all-and whether or not he can enjoy
basic human and civil rights.

The Pillars of Racial Domination
Urban Ghettos: The millions of Africans who live

in South African cities are regarded by the
government only as visitors, even though a great
percentage of them were born there and have never
lived anywhere else. By law, none can establish
permanent residence, or often even take thei r
families along; none can vote for the white
politicians who so closely control their lives, and
none enjoy the elementary freedoms of speech,
assembly and organization jealously guarded by
their infinitely more privileged white neighbors.

Strictly confined to giant ghettos like the now
infamous Soweto, the Black condition is justified
by the government fiction that, "All the Bantu
[Africans] have their permanent homes in the
Reserves. Their entry into the urban areas is of a
temporary nature and for economic reasons. They
are admitted as work seekers, not as settlers."



Bantustans: These reserves, or "Bantustans,"
are in fact the absolutely necessary rural
counterparts of the urban ghettos in the apartheid
system. They funnel cheap labor on a rotating basis
to the developed White sector of the economy.

They consist of nine small, impoverished and
overcrowded "homelands" where millions more
Blacks, divided by ethnic grouping in an effort to
prevent them from uniting, live on the poor
remnants of the vast territories conquered and
taken from them by the whites.

The tenth homeland, "White" South Africa,
takes up 87 per cent of the whole country (though
whites make up only 20 per cent of the 24-million
population), including all the mineral-rich and
industrial areas, as well as most of the fertile
agricultu~al land.

The C~ntract-Migrant Labor System: The
undeveloped and overpopulated Bantustans, then,
are literally nothing more than labor reservoirs.
Africans, desperate to escape taxation, unemploy
ment and even starvation, are forced to accept
work on white terms in the mines and industries of
South Africa.

The Pass System: In order to ensure that tne
system of labor migration to and from urban ghettos
and Bantustans works smoothly, each African 16
years of age and over must carry a "pass"-ealled
the "badge of slavery"-24 hours a day. This
shows whether he has the "right" to be in a
particular part of the country. Failure to produce a
passon demand is a criminal offense punishable by
imprisonment.

The result is that tens of thousands each year
become "criminal" offenders, and South Africa is a
vast house of bondage for the Blacks.

The Educational System: The education
available to Africans is calculated to ensure only
that they will function well in the low-paying,
unskilled jobs to which they are restricted by law. As
a former prime minister correctly predicted:
"When I have control of Native education, I will
reform it so that Natives will be taught that equality
with Europeans is not for them."



No wonder that this system has been dubbed
variously "education for ignorance" and "educa
tion for servitude, " since its architects have said,
" ... there is no place for him [the African child]
above the level of certain forms of labor." This is
clearly an educational system designed to relegate
Africans to a position of perpetual menial and
spiritual servitude to the whites. It was in opposing
this system that hundreds of African school children
lost their lives this year.

Resistance
The apartheid system has faced resistance ever

since its institution. For 60 years, the leading force
behind this resistance has been the African
National Congress of South Africa (ANC). Although
it was outlawed in 1960 and many of its leaders
killed, jailed or exiled, the ANC has been waging the
struggle underground and is credited with leading
the current uprising. The ANC fights for a South
Africa with justice for all its people) black and white.

The United States and South Africa
The U.S. collaborates with the white South

African government in the exploitation and
oppression of Blacks in South Africa. The essence
of the 1969 National Security Council top secret
do~ument (NSSM 39) on U.S. policy toward South
Africa is a call for continued support for the white
minority regime and the preservation of U.S. firms
"tangible interests."

There are over 350 U.S. corporations in South
Africa, with investments of more than $1.5 billion.
They have been attracted by the apartheid system
which provides cheap labor. Wage ceilings for
Blacks are legislated, and the law will not recognize
Black unions. As a result, these corporations earn
profits of over 20 per cent.

Eight of the ten largest U.S. corporations have
investments in South Africa. Among them are the
giant auto makers, Chrysler, Ford and General
Motors; the oil companies, Texaco, Mobil and
Standard Oil of California; and IBM, ITT and

The students of Soweto: continuing the demonstrations.



ZIMBABWE and NAMIBIA
Zimbabwe (Rhodesia) has long had close ties with

South Africa. The white settlers there (five per cent of the
population) broke away from Britain in 1965 to forestall
majority rule. Although the U.N. voted a boycott of the
illegal regime, the United States and South Africa have
traded with Rhodesia, which is establishing an apartheid
system.

Nami (South West Africa) is a South African colony.
It was temporarily mandated by the Leage of Nations to
South Africa (over ANC protests) after World War I. South
Africa has illegally refused to give it independence or to
recognize the U. N. 's authority there.

In both Namibia and Zimbabwe, armed liberation
movements threaten the minority regimes. The
U.S. -South African response is to try to protect their
investments by establishing puppet governments, like
the Bantustans, and exclude the liberation movements.

General Electric. The inquitous influence of these
corporations in helping to maintain the apartheid
system and on the formation of U.S. foreign policy,
cannot be overstated.

The African National Congress of South Africa
has for the last 25 years called for the expulsion of
these corporations from South Africa. The hope that
these giant concerns will on thei r own initiative help
reform the system is not justified by their actions.
Instead, their continued presence simply provides
the economic and military strength to buttress the
apartheid regime.

The Kissinger strategy in South Africa should be
seen against the background of this profitable
association between U.S. firms and the apartheid
state.

Kissinger claims that South Africa is I 'different"
from Namibia and Zimbabwe (see box) because it i~

an independent country. The U.S. government,
therefore, has refused to repudiate the Bantustar

SOWETO: THE STRUGGLE CONTINUES
Music! Poetry! Dance

Speakers! Literature! Refreshm nls
Friday, November 5 at7: 30 p. m.

Church of the Covenant 2.00 donation
(Corner of Newbury and Berkeley Streets, Boston)

BENEFIT AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS
[South Africa]

An Evening of Solidarity with the South African People

policy and thus supports South African moves to
create the illusion that these impoverished and still
closely controlled areas will be independent states.

But it is a sham, and no real change at all, save
that Africans who have lived outside the Bantustans
all their lives will continue to be uprooted and sent to
"ethnic" homelands where they have never
resided, to await the chance to return as "visitors"
to their homes, as laborers, without their birthright.

WHAT YOU CAN DO:
• Sign the petition calling for an end to U. S. collaboration
with the South African government.
• Write or visit your representatives in Congress to
protest U.S. links with South Africa and Kissinger's
efforts to defend minority rule.
• Organize an educational program on southern Africa in
your community, church, school or union.

For further information, contact the Coalition for the
L· ration of Southern Africa, P.O. Box 101, Boston,
M SSe 02123.
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