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PRETORIA'S WAR ON MANY FRONTS

Pretoria long ago lost the political initiative in southern Africa . Military dominance is
now slippmg from its grasp. Its 12-year-old war against SWAP0 , s People's Liberation A:rrny
of Namibia (PLAN) and FAPiA, the anned forces of the People t s Republic of Angola, reached
heightened intensity over_ the past three months during the longest-running· battle since the
Pretorian- invasion of Angola in 19'75 . Despite claims of victory by the South African De­
fence Force and its puppet ally in Angola, UNITA, the South African regime has been badly
bloodied. Pretoria is increasingly strained to cover all the hostile fronts it itself has
created - the war against the South African people at home; the Angola-Namibia conflict;
support for RENPJ'10 , its murderous gang in Mozambique; destabilizat.i-on in Z:i.mbalwe; contin­
ued assaults wider afield. The International Institute for Strategic Studies in London re­
ports that Pretoria has increased its defense expenditures by 30% 'Ln the face of undimin­
ished internal and external opposition' and its internal security budget by 43%. There is
no end until amibia and South Africa are free and independent.

Tne South African anny and air force suffered heavy casualties. The SADf' has admitted 23
of its soldiers k':-11ed. FAPiA and S\" rppO .record far higher numbers. Moreover, Pretoria f s
invasion force encountered a highly sophisticateo air oefense syst~~ in Angola and acknow­
ledged the loss of two of its aging Mirage jet fighter's. Other sources say up to 17 jets
and helicopters were dOV-.'7fled. Angolan fighter pi_ots are in action and are keen to take 0

the South Africans, who are accustomed to prDviding air support for ground actions and are
not used to aerial dog fights. Pretoria has not rnentioned one engagement. On 31 October,
P bushwhacked a SAD 70-vehicle convoy inside awibia, destroyed 14 truCks and captured
~D armored cars which its soldiers then drove on into Angola.
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South Africru"1 military and security people were .in Paris several weeks ago seeking direct
access to French satellite pictures of the Angola/Namibia operational area and the region,
Pretoria is employing Israeli developed electronic countermeasures for defense of its air­
craft and is recruiting Israeli aviation technicians who had been working on the new La.vi
fighter plane. But the apartheid reg.ime needs modern jets at once. Experience advises us
that it has agents in the USA right no\~ for that purpose.

Pretoria has now admitted for the first time what has been known for years: South African
soldiers intervening in battle to rescue UNITA. Jonas Savirnbi was furious - he had enjoy­
ed boasting of trillffiphs to foreign journalists. The rulers :in Pretoria have more urgent
worries. These recent rronths in Angola have struck South A£rican whites that they and
their sons are mired in a fruitless war - the lx:>dy ba.gs are growing in number. Another
revelation lays bare the core nature of apartheid: black troops were sent ahead of the
white South African conscript tTOopies so that the former would take the brunt of the fire.

MUTiny! Pretoria has created a South West Africa Territory Force, part of i t8 campaign to
lend credence to its puppet transitional government in Windhoek and further to try to di­
vide the Namibian people. SWA'IT is an ann of the SADF and composed of Namibians recruited
from the vast reservoir of unemployed and officered by South Africans. During the recent
Angola operation, SWATF's 101 battalion was shoved in alongside UNITA. Press accounts in
THE NAMIBIAN neVJSpaper of Windhoek, the London INDEPDIDENT and elsewhere quoted fonner 101
men that there had been a mutiny in the outfit and some 360 soldiers were .imprisoned in
the military stockade at the v.Jalvis Bay ba.se. The mutiny has spread to other units. An
ex-10l man said: 'To fight FAPLA is a cr.ime against God's will. To fight SvJAPO is a crl1Ile
against our society. T

The war for the liberation of Namibia and South Africa from Pretoria's clutch and for the
re..moval of its threat to the entire region grDws more cruc":-al It is not the apartheid
regime alone pitted aga.inst t~he independent countries aTJ.d the 1· beration movements. Pre­
toria has mar y friends, however shado~1j1 they rnay prefer to remain. In Septernl:er, South
..A£rican De_erlce lvcinister General l'1agnus ."'alan asserted in parliament that his government
and that of the United States are agreed on trlese IT!2tters: the Angolan war and 1amibia
should be regarded jointly as a 'regional issue'; and, the Cuban presence in Angola and
he vJar there should be resolved before attending to amibia. Southern Africa is the fo­

cus o~ increased military and political attention from the USA and its European allies.
Atl A_ ril report in THE WASHTITGT'Ol POST tola how the l~orth Atlantic Treaty Organization
members Trlave begun a major buildup of militar'y- facilities T in the Azores and l"Bdeira 1s­
IB..t"1d gro _s ~ s~rateg':"cal_y loca"ted in the AtJ..a.nt~c west of Gibralter an vital way sta­
t~o.J.s for air and naval trC£fic betvJeen fJor+h Pmerica and Europe Asia and p-crica. pj.
S lith A~lantic Treat~y Organizatio 1 - long talked abo,t but not declared - seems e ler more
ike1 1 t be formalized a
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ANOTHER THEATRE OF OPERATIONS'

london is a major center of South African exile opposition to the Pretoria ~gime. The
British capital is a focus of the apartheid state's espionage activity and sanctions bust­
ing - and where Pretoria carTies on its war against liberation.

Last July, london police arrested a man in a hotel lavatory who claimed that he worked for
British intelligence. A search of Frank Larsen's home by the Anti:"'Terrorist Squad discov­
ered several thousand documents - Ministry of Defence, Foreign Office , military manuals, '
passports - many of them excellently forged, some genuine. 'Frank Larsen' turned out to be
Viggo Oerbak, a Norwegian national, who, according to london's THE INDEPENDENT, had served
sentences for assault, fraud and forgery and had been a member of special forces in Ian
Smith t s Rhodesia. Since 1982 he had associated with political and military people in the
United Kingdom, had nften nasqueraded as a British lieutenant colonel and in this guise had'
taken retired .Amel?ican Major General John Singlaub to the Aldershot military base. Anong
Oerbak's papers were 700 pages of 'Operation Layout', a scheme to stage a coup in the stra­
tegically located Seychelles Islands in the Indian Ocean hundreds of miles to the northeast
of Mpzambique and a favorite vacation and business site for South Africans.

There was something else arrong the mass of documents at Oerbak t shouse: notes of meetings to
plan the kidnapping of officers of the African National Congress which maintains one of its
major overseas headquarters in london. The london OBSERVER reports that in mid 1986 a local
businessman was approached by a South African interested in buying bulletpn::>of vests .. ' .. the
earliest established date that MIS knew for certain that Pretoria was mounting another lDn­
don operation'. In September that year, Johann Niemoller, a wealthy South African clothing
manufacturer and former member of a Pretoria special operations group, showed up in london.
Oerbak/Larsen asked a leader of a SeyChelles exile group to house Niemoller. Niemoller~­
ed Oerbak's team to attack the ANC in Britain, variously said tc? be kidnapping them and smug­
gling them onto a ship JIlC>Ored in the Thames for transfer to South Africa or for outright ass­
assination. After his arrest, Oerbak' s three-man grDup was picked up (Niemoller had returned
home). In co'l.rM: defense attorneys asserted the documents related to national security and
would show the men worked for British intelligence. The Director of Public Prosecutions drop­
ped the charges - much to the disagreement of the Anti-Terrorist Squad - saying there was no
evidence of an active conspiracy to kidnap, the defendants were 'publicity seekers' ,the Crown
would look ridiculous at trial. The gang was released. Oerbak has ~en deported to Norway.

The thinking is that the Seychelles plot was a co',er for the real purpose, a Pretoria hit
against the ANC. South African security agents have assassinated ANe members in ZiJrlbab,Je,
Swaziland, Potswana , Mozambique. They have carTied out spying and attacks on ANe and sv.JAPO
personnel and offices in london. The climate in Britain today is more than ever conducive
to turning an official blind eye to Pretorian operations. Two rronths ago Prime Minister
Margaret Thatcher in Vancouver was the only Corrnnonwealth leader to oppose sanctions against
the apartheid regime and publicly branded the ANC a 'terrorist organisation'.

A 1982 london series of break-ins of ANe, ~APO and Pan Africanist offices was controlled by
. Craig Williamson, a major in the South African security police. An agent since his student

- days in the 70's in Johannesburg, Williamson had infiltrated the Geneva­
ba.sed International University Exchange Fund under the direction of SAP
General Johan Coetzee, recently :retired as South Africa" s police corrnnis­
sioner, now on a mysterious assignrnen-t,. Williamson was exposed in 1980
and has officially retired. He heads a Johannesburg risk consultancy by
the name of Longreach which is affiliated to GMR, an international trad­
ing company. 'We are involved in trade in strategic corrnnodities,' Wil­
liamson told Martin Bailey of the london OBSERVER. 'I don't want to go
into details, but G:MR has a background in oil.' GMR 's chief, Italian
millionaire Giovanni Mario Ricci, is the largest investor in the Sey­
Chelles and is the president for life of one of the many togus Knights
of Malta. He has been accorded diplomatic status by Seychelles Presi­
dent Albert Rene. He has the privilege of a diplomatic pouch and he is­
sues passports. Craig Williamson has one of these and is known to have

Craig Williamson visited the United Kingdom in March 1987.
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GIVEN THE POLITICAL WILL

CEzcerpts from a report, 'The Economic Impact of Sanctions against South AfPi~a, ')
(prepared for West German churches by the Starrnberger Institute, JuZy Z987. )

- The South African economy is highly vulnerable to effective international sanctions;
- It depends on a small group of only six countries (USA, UK, Federal Republic of Germany,

France, Japan and 8witzerland) to suspend South Africa's integration into the world econ­
omy and thus to weaken decisely the apartheid regime,

- Effective sanctions would entail a fairly small package of measures of these countries
with negligible overall negative effects on their CMI'l economies.

Rigorous application of anyone of the possible measures by the six colIDtries in the fields
of international credit, foreign trade and the activities of foreign-owned companies in South
Africa would probably alnost destabilise the apartheid economy. For example, a refusal to
rollover South African loans together with a ban on new noney would push South Africa into
international insolvency and provoke massive capital flight, leading to a fiscal C!"isis of
the state, a cessation of investment and an exodus of business and experts - in all, to an
irrecoverable weakening of the apartheid regime.

The denial of new loans to South Africa oombined wi'th effective sanctions by the six coun­
tries narred above in the fields of foreign trade and foreign investment (primarily a ban on
imJ?Orts of South African mining products, and of supplies of oil , capital goods and 'secur­
ity' technology to South Africa backed up by the mandatory cessation of operations by for-"
eign firms in such key areas as mining, energy , capital goods and banking) muld soon bring
about the complete economic oollapse of the apartheid regime.

The imnediate economic effects of effective sanctions on South Africa's population would be
very different for the white minority and the black majority:
- for the white minority, effective sanctions and the consequent collapse of South Africa's

integration into the world economy - one of the pillars of the apartheid economy - would
rapidly lead to a OOndling of their privileges and a deterioration in their former high
standard of living. The intended political message for the white minority would be ­
that the two pillars of their affluence and privilege, apartheid and integration into the
warld economy, can no longer co-exist. --
for the black majority, the negative effects of sanctions would, taken as a whole, be very
minimal indeed. In fact, by impeding the apartheid system and ultimately overcoming it,
sanctions would open the door to economic prospect for the black population.

Given the political will, it should not be difficult to oblige foreign companies to cease
their operations in South .Africa, at least in areas of strategic importance for the apart­
heid regime. This could be achieved through appropriate legal measures imposed by the main
industrial countries ...Sanctions of the type applied so far, poorly conceived and ooordinat­
ed, half-heartedly imposed and inadequately carried through, not only achieve nothing but
ser'\Te to indefinitely postpone the demise of apartheid and simply prolong the discrimination,
oppression and exploitation of the majority of the population of South .Africa itself and
South Africa t s intimidation of , military threats to, sabotage within and economic destabili­
zation of its Southern African neighbours ... Companies can only be induced to act in a polit­
ically desirable fashion - in this case terminating any operations which arrount to economic
support for the apartheid regime - tl1rough binding political instructions, not noral or po­
Iitical appeals.

Dem::>cracy entails acting to shape policy and politics. It is therefore a political duty of
those forces which feel solidarity with the oppressed majority in South Africa - trade ~~ions,

the C 'hurches, the institutions of public opinion - to exert pressure to achieve a breakthrough
. which, along with the non-violent method of sanctions, will contribute to bringing an end to a

regime built on violence. Sanctions alone will not suffice to replace the apartheid regime
with a nore humane democratic alternative. However, economic sanctions can bring the apartheid
regime to its knees economically, and thus lend critical support to the front of democratic for­
ces in South Africa. Overcoming apartheid is not only the precondition for a democratic devel­
opment of South .Africa itself. It would also hold out the prospect of peaceful development for
Southern .Africa as a whole.
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REACTIONARY RELIGIOUS SUPPORT FOR PRETORIA IN THE U.S.A.

Pretoria and its acfuerents, domestic and international, seek support wherever they can find
it. Support and sympathy come f~m the Reagan administration and too from financial, busi­
ness, academic and pOlitical elements in Pmerican society. Imd from within the religious
conmnmity . Right wing church persons and organizations are active in pleading Pretoria's
case, employing slogans like 'peaceful change', prorrotion of true Christianity and above all
-' the struggle against Marxism! Leninism' .

Early this year, US religious leaders as well as doctors, lawyers, legislators, other profes­
sionals received unsolicited a glossy magazine from the Family Protection Scoreboard publish­
ed by the Biblical News Service in California. SOU'IH AFRICA: Nation on Trial contained - in
the midst of colorful ads - articles praising the strong :religious values of selected South
Africans - not the South African Council of Churches, not Archbishop Desmond Tutu, the Rev Dr
Allan Boesak, the Rev Beyers Naude or Archbishop renis Hurley. All these were depicted as
embracing liberation theology and Marxist-Leninist change. Singled out for corrnnendation was
Bishop Isaac Mokoena «( the writer calls him 'Elijah ' )) who claims 4. 5 million Black followers
in his church association of which he is life president. According to Joharmesburg' s WEEKLY
MAIL) Mokoena was set up in business with the aid of white church leaders opposed to the poli­
cies of the South African Council of O1urches. Last year Mokoena became one of the founding
presidents of the United Christian Conciliation Party, launched to attack the international
disinvestment and sanctions campaign. Mokoena ((whose name President Ronald Reagan could not
pronounce at his August 1986 press conference)) exalts Reagan and has accused Archbishop Tutu
of dragging the church into politics.

Also early this year, there began to be distributed free - upon reaching an 800 phone number ­
a videotape and literature from an outfit called About My Father's Business located in Lexing­
ton ,Kentucky . Its founder is a young man named Rick Schmidt who abandoned real estate develop­
ment to enter the evangelical ministry. He was seized with South Africa and the result is a
20 minute film hailing P~toria and attacking the African National Congress and the South Af­
rican Council of Churches. We see and hear P. w. Botha inaugurating with his dreary preach­
ments another bantustan. We are treated to shocking photos of ANC President Oliver Tambo shak­
ing hands with Fidel Castro and Mikhail Gorbachev ~ One sequence features creative ferment in
South Africa placing back to back scenes of a demonstration by the progressive trade tIDion
federation COSAW and its complete opposite, an event staged by Chief Gatsha Buthelezi's roun­
ter lIDion, UWlJSA. There is an interview with an 'expert on cornrmmism and the ANC', one Craig
Williamson (who is not otherwise identified) but who is in fact a retired major in the South
Mrican security police, now thriving as a consultant in Johannesburg and engaged in the prof­
i table business of sanctions busting. Accompanying About My Father's Business VCR was various
literature, principally a glossy rna.gazine produced by Chief Buthelezi' s Inkatha organization.

A telling analysis of evangelical, rightwing :religious groups in South Africa, most of which
are imported from Europe and the USA, comes from within evangelical Christianity's own ranks
in South Africa. Last year evangelical churchpeople, a.1Jrost entirely black, published EVAN­
GEUCAL WI'INESS IN SOU'IH AFRICA: A Critique of Evangelical Theology and Practice, in which
p~tors and laypersons call for renewal in the struggle to eradicate apartheid. They state
that these foreign-origin groups are dominated by whites, that they support apartheid by word
and practice. They single out 'the most blatant symbol of support for apartheid South Africa
and Pmerican values ... the two flags which are hoisted at the Rhema (Bible Church) Centre in
Randburg, Joharmesburg. Blacks who tried to go to the Centre have been greeted by the Ameri­
can and South African flags rather than the flag of the Kingdom of God. '

The'Concerned Evangelicals' make another point. 'Some Christian (rom-again) soldiers get
involved in South African Defence Force shootings in our townships, and give testinonies of
Christ-inspired victory over "cormnunists" during church services. We regret their claim to
the same faith as us, their prey!'

(continued, ovep)
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Reactionary ReZigion (contd)

The :religious right pays particular attention to the black Pmerican church community. A
Black Americans for a Free Angola headed by the Rev Maurice Dawkins in Washington promotes
the UNITA group in Angola and its leader, Jonas SavimDi. There is a Black Pmericans for
Democracy and Peace in Angola with the self-same Rev Dawkins abJard, who occupies another
role as president of Government Relations International which presses c:()ngresspeople to
support UNITA and oppose 'Soviet expansionism and Cuban oppression'. 'A slightly JlX)re soph­
isj:icated line comes from the newly-formed Coalition on Southern Africa which calls for
South African State President P.w. Batha, to open meaningful dialogue with the complete spec­
trum of South African society and for the US government to encourage US business to stay in
South Africa. COSA urges a campaign to help p:repare young black South Africans for a post
apartheid era and tenns the effort for corporate disinvestment in South Africa a failure.

South Africa after apartheid is the current them.e among transnational corporations invested
in that country. These companies have literally billions of dollars at stake. They are
illlder pressure worldwide to sever cormections with South Africa, to disinvest and to ob­
serve sanctions against the Pretoria regime. Many multinationals claim to have sold their
plants and presence to South African entities, often proclaiming their desire to transfer
their facilities to local black entrepreneurs. A few aim to stick it out.

One such is Shell Oil. Shell is the target of a strong and growing international campaig:1
directed to press the petroleum giant to get out of South Africa and stop provicUng oil to
the South African I:efence Force and the South African Police and other agencies of apartheid.
Shell South Africa has responded with full page newspaper ads proclaiming its belief in the
right of all people to nove abJut freely and in support of a free press. Words.

Shell's real counterattack was to seek di:rection. from a crisis consultancy in Washington ­
Pagan International, headed by a man described as a 'prominent Episcopalian'. PI came up
wi-th'the 'Neptune Strategy', a detailed scheme 'for approaches to important sectors in the
US - educational, civil rights, etc. - 250+ pages of war plans.

A :religious groups strategy entailed pinpointing US churches because they provide a 'criti­
cal mass' of public opinion and economic leverage. -Seventeen major churches and church­
related organizations were targetted, frDm the World Council of Churches on down to the Rev
Leon Sullivan, late of the Sullivan Principles. They were enjoined to cooperate with Shell
in .developing 'post-apartheid plans for South Africa that will ensure the continuation and
growth of the Shell companies in the United States and South Africa, while acknowledging
and addressing some of the specific needs and legitimate goals of the majority of South Af­
rica's residents in establishing a stable post-apartheid society. '

The churches therefore 'should deflect their attention away from the roycott and disinvest­
ment efforts and direct their vision and energy into productive channels. '

To lead this religious endeavor Shell/Pagan employed James Armstrong, formerly a Methodist
bishop and once president of the National Council of Churches in the USA, and a squad of
clergy from different denominations as well as lay persons. These busied themselves visit­
ing a broad range of church leaders in this country and in England before the whole scheme
was leaked a couple of months ago. Armstrong has resigned.

Focus on South Africa beyond apartheid is indeed important, and moreso now that Pretoria is
increasingly proven to have lost the initiative on the forward rrovernent of history in south­
ern Africa. But Pretoria is still strong and grows rrore vicious, and it has powerful and
loyal allies in the W)rld.

A prominent South African churclnnan conmented: 'We cannot focus solely on the J?Ost-apart­
heid era without involvenent with what is going on now. We lIUlst deal with the present sys­
tem which is killing us now. '
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SOUTH AFRICAN COUNCIL OF CHURCHES: POSITION ON SANCTIONS

9 October 1987

In restating the South African Council of Churches position on sanctions against the apartheid
regime in our oountry, we wish to put fozwani an essential but missing factor in the debate -
.namely, the perspective of the oppressed people in our cotmtry. Before we do that, let us ex­
plain what we lU1derstand by the term sanctions.

For us, sanctions must be understood comprehensively to '~clude all non-military action by the
world oonmuni:ty of states that is intended to (X)ntribute to the i.nmediate ending of apartheid.
'll1us, sanctions against South Africa will include econanic , military, diplomatic , cultural and
any other action that seeks to exclude South Africa fran the camrm.mity of nations and is de­
signed to increase the cost of maintaining apartheid especially to those woo benefit mst ftom
it.

In an attemp-t to provide the international ccmmmi:ty with the·anthentic voice of the oppressed
people of South Africa the SACC recently held discussions with the two giant labour federations
in South Africa, the Congress of South African Trade Unions (CQSATU) and the National Comlcil
of Trade Unions (NACTU).

'!he general view of the unions as expressed by a union official is that while sanctions may be
painful to the people initially the cmice that is confronting us is whether they want to suf­
fer pain forever or whether they want to suffer increased pain over a shorter period in order
to extiItpate the root causes of the suffering of the people. In March 1987, a COSA'IU workshop
endorsed by the recent Second National. Congress of COSATU, called for comprehensive and manda­
tory sanctions against South Africa that would be nonitared by the United Nations Security
Council. COSATU pointed out that selective sanctions as applied hitherto are actually dange~

OllS and cx)\mter-productive because they create serious regional unemp1oynent, further IlOnaIX'
lisation of the South African economy and generally serve the interests of the transnational
corporations and the State. (e.g., some finns have relocated ~ay fran the areas of chroni
tmrest Wlder the pretext of ellvesting or ncving nearer to the markets).

COSATU has called for the involvement of workers in the decision-taking relating to disinvest­
ment and dives1Jnent so that the interests of the· workers are not trampled ut:On when such an
action takes place. COSATU has also called on the world conlI1Lmi:ty to accept the fact that the
ending of apartheid means a change of goverrment for if they come to accept that reality they
may be able to presCribe the COITect combination of sanctions.

'!he same stand, i.e., sUPIXJrting sanctions as a way of pressuring the regime to abandon apart­
heid is taken by internal political organisations of the oppressed majority and the banned
liberation IIPvements. We know that there are people and sane organisations that are opp:>sed
to this call for sanctions because they benefit directly or indirectly fran the apartheid sys­
tem. '!he South African churches have recognised the fact that the authentic voice of the op­
pressed people as expressed through their tmions and IXJlitical organisations has been a call
for sanctions with a sting against the South African government. In response to the problems
that may be created by sanctions the Methodist 01.t.1r0h of South Africa has IXJinteci out that the
responsibili:ty for any hardship that may arise lies with the South African government and not
with the people who are struggling to free themselves fran the snare that is apartlleid. The
ca~lic Church in SOuthern Africa has pointed out in an explanatory paper that the issue 0

wOO controls inves1Jnents is indissolubly OOtmd up with, the question as to who con"trols s · ty
as a wmle. Thus, they argue, the question is not simply one of job loss with disinvestment
or job crea.tioo with inves1:lJent. Tb::>se who are concerned with job creation must also be co ­
cemed with the creation of a new economic structure in South Africa•

. InconclusiOn;' we wish to 'POint out that the issue of sanctions against the apartheid regime­
must be seen in the context of the totaL struggle against apartheid. It will not be sanctions·
alone that wiJ.l. bring about an end to apartheid but the determined struggle of the people of
South Africa~ Th.eir call to the international conm.mity is that if they cannot see their way'
clear to support their just struggle the least they can do is to stop supporting and propping
up the apartheid regime. Sanctions are one way in which the international conm.mity can em­
bark on a progranme of "constructive disengagement" from the apartheid system and thereby
leaving it open for the people to smash it, and extirpate it from the face of the earth.

'The South African Council of Churches joins the ma.jority of the people of South Africa in call­
ing for imnediate comprehensive and mandatory sanctions that are aimed at sapping the energy
of the apartheid state. We believe that the imposition of such sanctions is the only way to
effect change in South Africa with m.i.ni.ImJm. violence.

The Rev Dr Frank Chikane, General Secretary



30.April 1986

. .
NAMIBIA - THE AI-GAMS DECLARATIONA

c

'We, the duly authorized representatives of the undennentianed churches, political 'parties and
groups, women's organizations and the student lIDvement, who represent the oveIWhelming najority
of the Namibian people, having gatllered in Klein Windhoek at a neeting under the auspices of
the Council of Churches in Namibia (eeN) on the 29th and 30th April 1986 -
Having d±scussed,-re'Viewed, analyzed in depth :the i40rsening political, eCalanic, social and mili­
'taIY situation :in Nanii.bia today, having noted ±he frustration felt by our people at ±he contin-
aed delay in gaining an ~ernationa.ny~cognized independenre, unaninously resolve as £ollCMs:
1 1 ":to -reject South :Africa's c;ontinuing delaying tactics and its persistent ~fusal to have
UiUted Nations Secucity Council resolution 435 of ~978 implemented (which resolution was accept­
ed ~ all ~es concerned, :inCJ.:ading the .Republic of South kfrica and the Url±t d States of
••A_~_·~); . .
1. 2 to .I"eject the unholy aJ J j anc£ between the United 'States of America and 'the ~public of
South Africa in their attempts to bypass the said United Nations Security Council resolution
1+ by linking the independerice of Namibia to issues which are ·totally extraneous, such as the
w·:thdrawal of Cuban troops f:rom Angola;
1. 3 to reject the succession of Pretoria installed puppet gOrts of which the s~called

hansitianal Government is the latest creation;
1.1+ :to I"eject the so-called Transitional Government on the UIlds that -
- 1.1+1 i~ is forced upon Ol.lr people by South Africa; 1.42 I it is kept in. pcMer only by

the sheer brutal force of the army of occupation, the police, 'Koevoet' ,etc.; 1.43 it
is not elected and has no mandate fran the Namibian people;. -

Ie "to :reject the increasingly J?epressive nature and dictatorial' actions of the so-called
TI:-ansitianal Govenment, in particular the latest ban on all gatheI?ings .in the Windhoek magis­
terial district in tenDS of the Riotous k>sernblies Ac.t, an act which in itself is such a flag­
rant violation of fundamerrtal human rights that it has even been abolished in South Africa;
1.6 to :reject :the illegal presenc:..'e of the South African amrY in Namibia, the forced conscript­

on of Namibians, the creation of :the so-called South West Africa Territorial Force through
- ·~ch civil war is being forced upon the .people of Namibia;

o 7 to oondemn all the oppressive and inhuman laws applicable in Namibia, in particular AG 9,
AG 26 and the Ter.rc!"ism Act of 1967;

THEREFORE, WE REAFFIRM -
2• the inalienable right of the Namibian people to gain their self-determinati.on and
1Il- pendence now;
2 •2 the inviolability of the territorial ±ntegrity of our country and our commi.tment to
oNE NAMIBIA, ONE NATION; ..'
2•3 the international status of Namibia and the obligations of the international ccmnunity ;
2:"4 that United Nations Security Council resolution 435 is the only peaceful, denocra.tic way
of achieving an internationally recognized independence for N~ia.

CONSEQUENTLY, WE SEVEPALLY AND COLLECI'IVELY COMMIT OURSELVES TO .-
3.1 nobilize and conscientize the Namibian masses so as to amvely :resist the status quo;
3.2 embark on a campaign of positive action aimed at bringing about the inmedi ate and uncon­
ditiOnal implementation of United Nations Security ColIDcil :resolution 435;
3. 3 work t0Wards the abolition of the so-called Tre.nsitional Government and its replacement
py an internationally recognized and democratically elected goverrnnent truly representative
of the Namibian people;
3 .4 carry on the campaign against compulso!".)T military ser'V'ice.

EVANGEUCAL LUTHERAN" CHURCH
P1 GLICAN DIOCESE OF NAMIBIA
METHODIST CRURa-I
SOU'IH WEST AFRICA PEOPLES ORGt\NIztiTION
DA!1ARP. COUNCIL
NAMIBIA CERISTIAN DEMOCRATIC PARlY
NUDO PROGRESSIVE PARlY
NAMIBIP. WOMEN'S VOICE

ROMAN CATHOUC CHUR01
AFRICAN MEIHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH
COUNCIL OF CHURCHES IN NAMIBIA
SOUIB WEST AFRICA NATIONAL UNION
MBANDERU COUNCIL
NAMIBIA ThIDEPENDENCE PARTY
NAMIBIA NATIONAL STUDENTS ORGANIZATION
YOUNG WOMEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION



NAMIBIA: The Phony Draft Constitution

On 9 October ZBB7~ Elizabeth S. Landis made the following statement to
the Foupth Committee of the United Nations.

Dr Landis~ a lC1J.J)yer., is a retired senior political aflairs officer in
the Office of the UN Commissioner for Namibia. She is now a consultant
on Namibian public lC1JJ). She is an officer of the Episcopal Churchpeople
for a Free Southern. Africa an,d the American Committee on. Africa, and a
member of the bOaPd of diPectors of National Namibia Conce'!"Ls.

I ould like to TOCUS ±oday on a new deuelop"ent in HaMibia
/ -end 1~S i~plic8tions for ~he iMple~entetion of Security Council
nesolu~ion 35 (1978). This d~uelopMent is ~he publicetion by
~he puppet governMent in Uindhoek of the con5ti~ution they
drafted for a future NaMibian state.

Since the English-language version of the draft constitution
runs to SOMe 30 pages. I will liMit My discussion to just a few
of i~s ~ost significant p~ouisions.

* * *

(1) Denial of NaMibian territorial in~egrity

The draft constitution defines NaMibia as 'tt.he 'terri tory
known as South West Africa at the enactMent of this
constitution......[s. 6J

Uhile~ under internatioAal law~ the Tenritory of HaMibia
includes Walvis Bey-- so ~ecognized by the General AsseMbly in
nUMerous resolutions and by the Securi~y Council in resolution
432 (1978)-- Pretoria continues to claiM title t.o Walvis Bay~

whose adMinistration it took over in 1971. frOM steteMents of
MeMbers of the so-called uTransi tional GovernMent ~ II it is
apparent that Pretoria~s puppets have accepted Pretoria's
position on Walvis Bay~ and that their concession is written into
~he Quoted definition in the draft constitution.

(2) Replacing ·'Representative Authori ties" wi th ~ Dig-in-a-

The draft constitution abolishes the controuersiel second­
tier governMents ("Represent8tive Authori~ies")[s. 99J ~hat

cur~ently Maintain ~he ethnic frac~ionalization of HaMibia. But
it re·places theM wi th "regional councils··,[ch. 6] about which it
provides no Meaningful inforMation whatsoever-- nothing ebout the
councils· powers~ functions~ or relationships to local
governMents on the one hand or to the central goverOMent on the
other.

I

The constitution thus gives HaMibians no idea of what kind
of governMent they will have to live under~ the extent to which
one forM of ethnic separation May be succeeded by another» or
where the true locus of po~er will be found in the new
governMent.

1
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(3) LiMitations ~ the franchise

The dr~ft constitu~ion denies HaMibiens the right to
di~ectly elect Many o~ their "ost iMportant officials.

Of ~h~ 28~eMber Sen8te~ four Senato~s 8~e selected ~ ~he

President. i.e•• not elec~ed. 8t a11.[5. 31(1)(b)J The other 21
ere elec~ed~ ~ree f~OM e ch of ~he eight constituencies into
which HaMibie is to be diuided.[s~31(1)(a)J But they ere not
el~cted by ~h~ peop lnst d~ each g~oup of th~ee is chosen by
en elec~o~el colI ge es~ bi- hed for ±he constituency which they

/ ere to nepresent. E8Ch electorel college consists of the "e"bers
of the ftunicipal councils end of ~he regional councilor councils
located in the constituency plus the "e"bers of the National
RsseMbly <lower house of the HaMibien ParliaMent) elec~ed froM
the constitu~ncy.[ss.34. 76~ 83(1»)

The President is indirec~ly elected also. He is chosen by a
national electorel college consisting of all "eMbers of
Perlia"en~.[s. 26(1)] p~esUM8bly including ~he ~our Seneiors he
or his predecessor nOMinated. This Means that insofar as the
Sena~ors-- theMselves indinectly elected-- par±icip8te in the
work of the electoral college~ the H Mibian' people a~e kept at
t.wo reMoves froM any say in the choice of "t.heir" President. It
should be noted~ Moneouer~ thet only Sen~~or5 end MeMbers of the
National AsseMbly are eligible to becoMe P~esident"[s. 26(5)J

MeMbers of the Hational A5s~bly~ onl~ke Sen tors, re
popu18rly elected frOM "ulti-"eMber consti~uencies (the SaMe

eight constituencies fnoM wbich Senators ane chosen).[s. 12]
However. they a~e chosen by 8 systeM of proporlionel
representation so cOMplicated that it appears designed ~o invite
"anipuletion and fraud.

(1) Rigging the Con5titutio~ Court

The draft consitution provides that a law enacted by the
NaMibian ParliaMent May be challenged in court only on the ground
~hat it was not properly enacted or that it is contrary to the
"fundaMental rights'· set out in t.he second ch8pter of the
dreft.[s.7(2),(3>~(6)]

(The wording leaves it unclear wheth~r any court May
consid~r the constitutionality of sub-legislation. local 18ws, or
~he 8pplication of 18ws. It apparently pr~cludes judicial relief
if an act of parliaMent conflicts with 8 provision of the
constitution not found in Chapter 2. such as~ e.g.• the
provisions governing elections.)

Challenges to ~he constitutionality of n Bct of pa~li~ent

are to be h~ard by"an ed hoc Constitutional Court s~t up when
needed. Its MeMbers are to be selected by the Chief Justice of
NaMibia's highest court. They May consist in part or entirely of
sitting HaMibian judges~ experts in constitutional lew (whether
or not lawyers)~ or foreign jurists.[s.B1(3)] Thus. under ~he

2
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dreft constitution 9 s provisions. it is possible that HaMibia~s

constitutional future could be deterMined ~ ~ court consisting
entirely oT South African judges'

(5) ..B phoney bill J2f rights

Chapter 2 of the draft constitution is call~d 8 ··Covenant of
FundaMent81 Rights., Responsibilit.ies end Guarantees." It
~nclude5 in SOMe fo~" "ost of the civil end polit~cal r~ghts set
out in the Universal Declar8tion of HUMen Rights. but virtually
~one of the social and econOMic rights.

The Covenant eppeers to have been drefted More to propit~8te

in~ernational cri±ics ~hen to respond to the desire of HaMibians
for an end to ebuses perpetreted by the offici81s Bnd "security
forces" of ±he occupation regiMe end i~s ·HaMibien puppets. Thus
it oMits prohibitions against such oppressive conduct or rules
as: d~tention. without trial; warrentless searches Bnd seizures;
iMMunity of security forces frOM liability for erbitrary actions;
8nd executive interference with ~he independence of the
judiciary.

I
Moreover, Most of the rights that are purportedly protected

by Chapter 2 May be abrogated or denied in the ~8Me of alnational
[or state] security" or "public order." Other rights May be
abrogated for other reasons, and HaMibians May be deprived of
~heir rights even though they have not been convicted of any
criMe[s.21J-- thus raising the question how "fundaMental" the
listed rights really are.

In conn~ction with the abrogation of rights it should be
reMeMbered that the TerroriSM Act and other repressive
legislation extended to or issued in NaMibia were justified by
alleged concern for state security. Thus it is quite possible
that the draft constitution would sBnction the continuation of
existi'ng:lP or the enactMent of new:lP "securi ty legislation."

The specious character of the drafters~ concern for hUMan
~ights May perhaps be best illustrated by section 21» which Makes
ita fundaMental right of HaMibians to I-be required t.o perforM
Mili~ary serviceP~

* * *

. This list only skiMS the surface of the draft constitution»
on which a special Constitutional Co~ncil-- under the
chairManship of a South African judge-- worked for over a year.

The draft constitution is perhaps not so iMportant for
itself. It appear~ that Pretoria will not accept the docuM~nt

because it does not adequately protect "Minority rights"-- by
which:lP of course, it Means white privilege and ethnic separation.

However, this COMMittee should note ~hat in the course of
atteMpting to water down resolution 135 South Africa end SOMe of

:3
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i~s Western friends have repeatedly suggested that a NaMibian
constitu~ion should be drafted before holding the election
prescribed by the resolution.

The draft constitution I have just touched on deMonstrates
~he dangers of such e proposal-- which are quite epart frOM the
violence i~ does ~o the enti~e scheMe and rationale of resolution
135. R cons~i~u~ion ±het C8n win ~he respect Bnd allegience
of any coun~ry ftU5~ .be draf~ed by free people who ere not under
pnessure ~o create a dOCUMent ~hat has to be approued by the
occupying powe!r so th8't i. t .,i11 ;go for:w8rd wi th t.he independence

/ 'process. Can 8nyone iMagine HaMibians freely chosen in en
election under Uni~ed Ha~ion5 ·supervision end control U not
specifically including Walvis Bayes en integral part- o~ NaMibia?
Or providing for 8n indirec~ly elec~ed President chosen frOM a
~iny legisletiue clique? Or hesiteting ~o creete en explicitly
non-ethnic governMent? Or failing to end detention Without
t~ial? To ask. these Questions is to answer theM.

Resolution 135 May not be id~al. But it was presented as
the collective wisdOM of the Contact 6roup~ accepted by both
SUAPO and the South African governMent (despite the latter's
later objections), and adopted by the Security Council. It
should now be iMpleMented without pre-election c~nstitutions~

wi thout "I i nkage , II -- and wi thout delay.

* * * * * * * * * * * *

Draft con·titution
handed to Cabinet

Hie tra

WINDHOEK: The
Chairman of the Con­
stitutional Council,
Justice Victor Hiemstra,
formally handed over a
draft constitution to the
Tr~nsitional Cabinet.

The draft was produced af­
ter 17 months of deliberation
by the is-member council

. which will be dissolved in Oc­
tober.

The document was handed
to Cabinet Chairman, Dawid
Bezuidet.!hout to~ether with a
minority constititutional" -
proposal compiled by the SWA
National Party.

Bezuidenhout said the con­
stitutution would be made
public for further comment
and he invited parties outside
the transitional authority to
submit their constitutional
proposals.

Described ~y the Transition­
al Government as "the most
important step on the road to
internationally recognised in­
dependence "(for Namibia)"
the constitutional plan had a
mixed reception in Windhoek.

"It may broaden some peo­
ple's horizons, but it does not
appear to have a destination:'
a Windhoek news report quot­
ed an unidentified observer as
saying.

South Africa told the cabi­
net last month that any consti­
lluion compiled by it should
Inerely serve as a basis for fur­
ther negotiation \vith other po­
litical parties in the Territory.

Bezuidenhout said at yester­
day's ceremony that the cabi- .
net, in its handling of the con­
~titlltional draft, would abide
by South Africa's international
commitments concerning the
Territory. - Sapa
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Dear Friends,

Phone: (212) 477-0066
339 Lafayette Street
New York, N.Y. 10012

December 19.87

ECSA is approaching its 32nd year of work and witness· as part of the

worl~wide support movement for the liberation of South Africa and of

Namibia. At the same time, the struggle on the front line in southern

Africa grows more intense. Inspired - as we have always been - by the

brave people in that struggle, we want to stay the course. We ask your

support for ECSA.

* Ie ,,: * * i~ ,',: * ,': * eJ: eJ: * * ,,:

I enclose $ for the work of ECSA

NAME:

STREET:

CITY: STATE.: ZIP CODE:



From a speech by a representative of the South African youth
movement at the African National Congress summit conference,
Arusha, Tanzania, 1-4 December 1987:

The youth rrovement in South Africa, side by side with other denocratic forces, continued
to render the Botha-Malan mi1itary junta ungovernable. The evidence of this is the con­
tinued fear by the regime of the youth movement, which is manifested in the brutal kill­
ings, detentions, abductions and torture of the youth by the Pretoria regime ...The forma­
tion of the civic associations is but one of the many examples of the youth's com"bnent
to render apartheid ungovernable ...

The youth strongly fought and opposed the age-group system in schools which the apartheid
education department wanted to impose. The students fought and are still fighting for the
'doors of learning and culture to be opened J, as the clause of the Freedom Charter states'.
• . . The state of emergency, still in force, has been the cover under which the' atrocious
and spine-chilling activities· of the South African police, security police and South Afri­
can Befence Force - inCluding the notorious, unscrupulous kitskonstabels - have become
the order of the day. The witch hunt on youth activists has led to the displacement of
the youth who have bea:me refugees within their own country...The student IIOvement found
itself clamped down on in school as well as in higher institutions of learning, experienc­
ing armies inside their campuses. 'The anny has become part of the administration and staff
in some cases ...Many of the student activists had to ch:>ose the hardest zuad, i.e., aban­
doning the education career. This in itself continues to perpetuate illiteracy which the
Botha regime deliberately but subtly wishes to achieve ...

The Pretoria goverrnnent continues with its policy of pacifying the youth activity by or­
ganizing the youth under the disguise of holiday camps or trips to train the youth how to
shoot and further brainwash them in anti-UDF and anti-denocratic movement skills. The
youth are made to turn into informers for the goverrnnent. The offer of employment by the
goverrunent, taking advantage of the high unemployment rate, and its offer of tempting re­
muneration and security has led to many youth who are unable to attend schools falling
for recrui"bnent into the anny.
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