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US MovEs To RiGitT oN AfRicA Policy 
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Henry Foner, president of the FLM )oint Board, addressing a Wall St. rally sponsored by the Committee 
to Oppose Bank Loans to South Africa. 

National Campaigns Build Strength 

NO MORE$$ FOR APARTHEID 
The movement by students to pres

sure universities into divesting them
selves of stock in companies doing 
business in South Africa is expected to 
intensify with the beginning of the new 
academic year. The campaign to end 
all bank loans to South Africa is also 
expected to gain strength with addi
tional support from campus groups. 

The anniversary of the Sowetoupris
ings on June 16 provided a focus for 
numerous demonstrations in cities 
across the country including Washing
ton, D.C., Minneapolis, and San Fran
cisco. In Chicago, demonstrators pro
tested against the presence of a South 
African consulate in the city and called 

for economic sanctions against the 
South African government. 

In North Carolina, rallies were held 
in many cities to encourage withdrawal 
of accounts from the North Carolina 
National Bank because of the bank's 
lending policies concerning South 
Africa. 

At Manufacturers Hanover Trust's 
Wall Street headquarters in New York 
City, more than 200 people heard 
speeches by representatives of the 
Committee to Oppose Bank Loans to 
South Africa (COBLSA), whose forma
tion was initiated by ACOA, and sever
al trade unions. 

(continued on page two] 

Recent events in Washington 
indicate an alarming shift in US policy 
back toward the cold-war mentality of 
previous administrations . 

Over the past few months. the US 
has seriously considered deep re
involvement in Angola, joined in sup
port of European intervention in Zaire, 
and continually insisted on viewing 
Cuba as a Soviet proxy whose every 
action is calculated to draw Africa into 
the "Communist sphere." 

At a time when the US should be 
exerting pressure in Rhodesia to bring 
about a settlement acceptable to the 
majority African population, as it did 
prior to the tentative Namibian accord, 
there have been moves toward recog
nizing the sham Rhodesian internal 
agreement . That agreement, which 
leaves white power and privilege 
virtually intact, has been denounced 
by the Patriotic Front and virtually all 
Af rican countries. 

Action on Sanctions 
The situation with regard to Rhode

sia is particulary disturbing. Both 
houses of Congress have passed legisla
tion which would permit the US to 
break UN sanctions and resume trade 
with Rhodesia beginning January 1, 
1979. 

A compromise version of the bills, 
which closely follows the language 
adopted by the Senate, would permit 
such a resumption if the President 
determines that the present Rhodesian 
government has demonstrated a will
ingness to engage in an all-parties 
conference and if elections have taken 
place in Rhodesia with international 
observers present. 

The compromise measure, which 
appeared likely to pass, was due to be 
voted on in early fall. 

(continued on page three] 



No More$$ 
(continued from page one) 

Gloria Ford of the Retail, Wholesale 
and Department Store Workers 
announced that the union nationwide 
would withdraw its funds from banks 
and corporations doing business of any 
kind with South Africa. 

Henry Foner, president of the Fur, 
Leather, and Machine Workers joint 
Board in New York City, which has al
ready withdrawn its funds from banks 
lending to South Africa, told the audi
ence, "I pledge to you on the part of 
the United States trade unions: We will 
not rest until the apartheid regime is re
moved and the African people of 
South Africa can govern their own des
tiny." 

In Washington, D.C., the House of 
Representatives approved on june 2 a 
compromise amendment to end Ex
port-Import Bank financing to the 
South African government, its 
agencies, and private companies which 
have not agreed to practice a modest 
standard of fair employment princi
ples . 

The Ex-1m bi II then went to the Sen
ate, where it was expected that no 
South Africa amendment would be of
fered before the fu II bi II was voted on 
in early fall. However, the possibility 
remained that the South Africa issue 
might be raised again in a House
Senate conference. 
While divestment efforts continue to 

produce notable successes, the issue is 
encountering much opposition, as 
shown by the experience of students at 
Miami University of Ohio. As a result 
of student pressure, the Miami trustees 
voted on April 29 to sell off stock in 
companies operating in South Africa. 
However, on june 3, the trustees re-

versed their original decision, 
apparently intimidated by , eports that 
some firms had declined donations and 
ti:Jreatened to drop scholarships. 

Rhodes Gxoyiya, a South African 
exile, travelled around the nation to 
numerous campuses for two months 
under the sponsorship of ACOA to dis
cuss apartheid issues. He reported 
upon his return that many students are 
concerned with the issue of human 
rights. 

"While for many the horrors of the 
apartheid system seem distant and re
mote, the persistent question among 
students seemed to be linked with Car
ter's human rights theme," Gxoyiya 
said. "Several black students I spoke to 
emphasized their focus on the interre
lationship between the agents of op
pression in South Africa and their own 
oppression in the US." 

Aids available 
Materials on bank loans which are 

available through ACOA include the 
COBLSA newsletter, a list of banks 
known to have loans to South Africa, 
and a comprehensive report on banks 
and financial institutions involved in 
South African loans prepared by the 
Corporate Data Exchange. Single 
copies of the Corporate Data report 
are $5. 

For those involved in divestiture 
campaigns, useful items available 
through ACOA include "US Dollars in 
South Africa: Context and Conse
quence," "Voices for Withdrawal," 
which includes quotes from South Afri
cans and Americans, and "Divestment 
and Apartheid," a paper prepared for 
ACOA which responds to some of the 
most common arguments against 
divestment. • 

ACOA summer interns Alice Brown, left and Terri Ann Lowenthal protest loans to South Africa during a 
July21 demonstration at the Park Avenue headquarters of Manufacturers H anover Trust 

BRIEFS 
The following new members of the 

ACOA Executive Board were elected at 
the june meeting: Michael Simmons, 
Secretary of Southern Africa Program, 
American Friends Service Committee; 
and Leo Suslow, Director, Office of In
ternational Affairs, United Auto Work
ers. The AFSC recently divested itself 
of $1.3 million worth of stock in a 
variety of companies with South Afri
can connections. 

Board members Herbert Shore and 
Richard Stevens resigned because of 
work commitments which require their 
leaving the New York area. 

* * * 
Robert Boehm has informed ACOA 

that the Lillian Boehm Foundation . • of 
which he is a trustee, has removed all 
General Motors stock from its port
folio because of GM's operations in 
South Africa. Boehm, also a trustee of 
The Africa Fund, ACOA's tax-exempt 
associate, wrote a letter to GM express
ing the foundation's opposition to 
apartheid. 

Prof. Tilden Le Melle, treasurer of 
ACOA, testified in support of legisla
tion introduced in the New York State 
Assembly which would give preference 
in letting state contracts to companies 
which do not do business in South 
Africa. 

* * * 

A VALENTINE FOR ACOA 

John L Joseph, an ACOA supporter, has 
written and privately published a book 
meri]orializing his late wife, Louise C. Joseph, 
which has been described by Sen. George 
McGovern as "A touching and eloquent 
portrait of a marriage." Mr. Joseph is offer
ing free copies of the book in return for 
donations to ACOA of $5 or more. 

If you would like a copy of "Valentines
Reflections on a Marriage," please fill out 
the coupon below and return it to ACOA. 

Please send me __ copy (ies) of 
" Valentines. " 

My check for$ __ made out to 
The American Committee on Afri ca 
is enclosed. 

Name ____________ _ 

Street ____________ _ 

City _____ _______ _ 

State _______ Zip _ _ __ _ 



SECRET GM PLANS REVEALED 
The contention of US corporations 

doing business in South Africa that 
they are doing all they can to change 
that country's system of racial injustice 
received a blow recently with the pub
lication of documents revealing Gener
al Motors' close cooperation with the 
South African military. 

The secret documents, which outline 
GM's "contingency plans" in the event 
of "civil unrest" by the country's black 
majority, were obtained by ACOA and 
released on May 19. They consist of 
memoranda prepared in mid-1977 by 
the managers of GM's South African 
subsidiary and hand-delivered to GM 
headquarters in Detroit. 

The simultaneous release of the 
documents by ACOA in New York and 
by ACOA board member Tim Smith, 
director of the Interfaith Center on 
Corporate Responsibility, at GM's an
nual meeting in Detroit, occasioned 
major news attention . 

According to the documents, GM's 
plants in South Africa, which employ 
more than 3,600 people, have been de
signated as "key points" by military au
thorities. 

Requirements likely 
The documents state that in an 

emergency, the South African govern
ment would doubtless impose produc
tion requirements and would take over 
security responsibility in the plants. 
White workers, the memos suggest, 
should be encouraged to volunteer for 
local reserve army units so that they 

US Moves Right 
(continued from page one) 

The Smith regime has scheduled 
elections for December. 

The danger of the Congressional 
action is that it will encourage the 
white Rhodesian minority to hold on to 
positions of power despite rapidly 
dwindling support among the black 
population . 

In a statement adopted by the ACOA 
Executive Board, ACOA noted that 
Secretary of State Vance said in a 
speech last year that the US would de
emphasize East-West confrontation in 
Africa and focus more on the aspira
tions of African nationalists. " Instead," 
the statement said, " the Carter admin
istration is now repeating tragic errors 
of the past. " 

can engage in both plant and guard 
duties. 

At some point, the memos say, the 
government would almost certainly 
take over the plants . 

In Q. letter 'to ACOA executive direc
tor George Houser, written subsequent 
to the documents' release, General 
Motors chairman T.A. Murphy said GM 
has never denied this possibility. 

"It is apparent to us that manufac
turing plants involved in such basic in
dustries as petroleum production and 
refining, mining primary metals, trans
portation, machinery- industries 
which generate the lifeblood of any 
economy- also assume equally strate
gic importance in time of emergency," 
Murphy wrote. "Any of our plants can 
be converted to war production as 
clearly demonstrated in the United 
States in 1941 ." 

Claims a ttacked 
ACOA research director jennifer 

Davis described the documents as 
making "a mockery of GM's claim to 
act as a force for change in South Afri
ca." She said, "Not the least sympathy 
is expressed for black demands which 
might lead to a so-called period of 
civil unrest. GM bases its plans on the 
assumption that it would cooperate 
fully in suppressing such protest, to the 
point where it would be willing to oper
ate with South African troops directing 
workers in the plants in any period of 
black political action." 

GM for some time has posed as a 

It added, "This new turn in the Carter 
administration policy is taking place at 
precisely the time ~hen the struggle 
for majority rule and against the con
tinued domination of the white minor
ity has reached the point of explosion . 
By emphasizing the " communist 
threat" and de-emphasizing the libera
tion struggle, the administration is 
again putting the United States in the 
position of backing the wrong side." 

The statement described ACOA as 
alarmed by the US military support 
given to France and Belgium in Zaire, 
where it appeared that the Mobutu 
regime was turning for help to the old 
colonial powers to quash an uprising 
organized by Zairian opponents. It said 
other concerns included the hypocrisy 
of denouncing the Soviet Union and 
Cuba for intervening in Africa while 

Of.t-'FP.AL MOTORS Sotrnl AFRICAN U'TY.I LIM1 II r\ 
INTER.OFflCE MEMO/ 

lOJuly, 1971 

f:nd<>~ll'd pl<'a lr fin d a dr.,lt uutUno on thP above •uhj,.ct "- • 
..-~qursu•d tn o.ck ..,,.~.,,.-·. \elf'>< or I !I July. 

Wr """" a•unm.,risrd lhr p<>trnth•l lltuali<>n ,.,hi.-h mlth t 
~Ti5o! "ncl th .. prop<> .. ·d ouolion by r.hf' pl .. nt, ....J.thout or COUTSf' 

thC' b t' nt' ffl or :.ny rxpc rlf'n~e or •uc h co:wuh t ion l . 

No d-1.1 the trp« nf rivil unr<'BI ""P""'""'""d In thf' U.S. 
rt"'' " "''" mind ll\ thh contt'l<l, but ~• you are ;owarP, thO'! 
hrr mnhiU t y of d luhlo:nu and the •bll!ty to <> q :!;uuse hr~t<' 
nurnbo··rs to! non·w hltra ""d 1'\<"nrnlr :.ctlon u not thr •aon• 
on South A f rica nll H h ill th<' u_ :>. AI< lnd lc>tted In 
Atl:'l~hrn<'nl "ll'' ....-h\ch p uovirl<"• sont"' widrr ~ckr;:round to 
the 5ubj<"ct, Ia"" <"nfo r cem<'nl .. ction is prrtt-, filst M d ~m• 
Ill conhnin~ disturbanc"• to rr&ul,.ntt"l ar<"as. 

To m!nlmbe drtrhn .. ;,u.l <'ffe>t on rmploy<'<" mo r al,. and to 
avQld ~:ivtnr. th<' impre,.•ion th:\t "'" <""l'<"<'t th<'s ., thln 11 • tn 
httl'prn, all prcp .. rat ory wl> r k h:u 1.<'1111 c;urled out qui <' IIY 
a.nd <ihcretely. 

champion of black rights in South Afri
ca through its endorsement of the so
called Sullivan principles, named for 
the Rev. Leon Sullivan, a member of 
the GM board. The principles, which 
have been signed by more than 100 
companies in recent months, pledge 
the companies to work toward better 
conditions for Africans in terms suffici
ently vague as to make them virtually 
meaningless. 

Copies of "General Motors in South 
Africa: Secret Contingency Plans 'in 
the event of civil unrest'," which con
tains excerpts of the documents and an 
analysis of their contents, are available 
at a price of 10 cents each. Also avail
able at the same price is "Too Little, 
Too Late," an analysis of the Sullivan 
principles. • 

ignoring the 15,000 to 20,000 French 
troops currently stationed in nine 
countries in Africa. 

A copy of the complete statement is 
available on request .• 

1979 CALENDAR READY 
ACOA, with the cooperation of the 

United Nations Centre Aga inst Apar
theid, is producing a 1979 South Africa 
Freedom Calendar which includes 12 
fu 11-color posters from a nationwide 
contest sponsored by ACOA. A 1978 
calendar featuring other posters from 
the contest sold out early this year. 

The new calendars are priced at $5 
each, with bulk rates available. Pro
ceeds will benefit the work of ACOA's 
tax-exempt associate, The Africa Fund, 
in aiding victims of apartheid . • 



REFUGEES NEED AID 
NESBITT REPORTS 

Prexy Nesbitt, associate director of 
ACOA, spent six weeks between mid
April and june travelling to Mozam
bique, Botswana, Kenya, Tanzania and 
Zambia . During that time he met with 
government officials and members of 
liberation movements to review the 
political ~ituation in southern Africa 
and to discuss past and potential 
assistance projects. He also visited 
several refugee centers for Zimbabwe 
and South African refugees . 

In a report made on his return, 
Nesbitt described the need for addi
tional refugee aid as critical. He said 
that at one camp run by the Patriotic 
Front in Mozambique, disease and mal
nutrition are common among new 
arrivals and there is a need for eve ry
thing from shovels to medicine 
Because the majority of refugees are 
young people there is also a great need 
for school supplies. 

In the Zimbabwean centers in 
Mozambiqu€ and Zambia, Nesbitt 
said, "There is a major obstacle which 
must be overcome. Simply stated it is 
the necessity to create an alternative 
society for what is at minimum over 
100 000 Zimbabweans- many of 
wh~m are not active cadre . No 
amount of planning could have antici
pated the vast stream of people
especially young people-who are 
presently in both Zambia (via 
Botswana) and Mozambique." 

Botswana Attracts Students 
In Botswana, which has become a 

way station for South African student 
refugees, Nesbitt said UN estimates 
put the number of new South African 
exiles at 30 a month. There is also a 
steady stream of Zimbabweans passing 
through to permanent camps else
where. 

ACOA is attempting to increase the 
attention paid to the refugee situation 
in southern Africa and, through The 
Africa Fund, its tax-exempt associate, is 
working to raise funds for medical 
supplies. During · the past year, The 
Africa Fund has secured and shipped to 
Africa more than $100,000 worth of 
medicines, medical equipment, boo!rc 
and other items. In addition, the Fund 
has spent more than $18,000 t6 meet 
emergency needs of African refugees. 

Copies of Prexy Nesbitt' s full report 
on his African trip are available on 
request. • 
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An ACOA delegation meets with President Kwame Nhrumah of Ghana during the First All-African 
Peoples Conference in Accra in 1958. From left to right a re john Marcum, Homer jack, George Houser, 
President Nkrumah, Frank Montero, and William X. Scheinman. 

EVENiNG PLANNEd 

ACOA will celebrate its 25th anni
versary with a special evening of 
entertainment and reminiscence on 
November 12. 

The program, to which all are invit
ed, will include appearances by Dick 
Gregory, the South African cast of the 
play "Survival," and Dennis Brutus, an 
exiled South African poet. Many UN 
dignitaries are expected to attend. 

The eveing will be held at The Com
munity Church, 40 East 35th Street, 
New York City, the site of ACOA's first 
office. Tickets are $5 each, in advance 
or at the door on a first-come basis . 

Those who contribute $25 or more 
will be designated as sponsors and will 
receive two com pi imentary tickets. 
Those who contribute between $15 and 
$24 will be designated as friends. Both 
sponsors and friends, with their per
mission, will be listed in the program. 

The UN Special Committee Against 
Apartheid paid tribute to ACOA's 
quarter century of liberation support at 
a meeting held June 6. Representing 
ACOA were Justice William Booth, 
ACOA president, and George Houser, 
executive director. 

Committee Chairman Leslie 0 
Harriman, the Nigerian Ambassador to 
the UN, r2called that ACOA originally 
was founded to support the 1952 civil 
disobedience campaign in South Africa. 

Ambassador Harriman commended 
ACOA for having played " an important 
role in educating the American people 
on the -freedom struggles in Africa, in 
providing a forum for leaders of the 
liberation movements, in pressing for 
an American policy in harmony with 
the professions of this country, and in 
providing moral and material assist
ance to the oppressed people in Africa 
and their freedom movements." 

ACOA 25th ANNIVE RSARY CELEBRATION 

D 1 wish to be a sponsor. Enclosed is$ . (Two complimentary tickets) 
D I wish to be a friend . Enclosed is$ ___ _ 
D You have my permission to list my name in the program. 
D Please reserve __ seats at $5 each. 

Name 

Affiliation (if desired) _______________________ _ 

Add ress _____________________________________________________ _ 

City· ________________________ State· ______________ Zip. _____ _ 
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