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Bank Campaign Renews Attack on S.A. Loans 

New York City demonstrators protest NBC telecast of 
October 20 heavyweight match in South Africa. See 
story on page 2. photo: Stan Sierakows ki 

IN MEMORIOM-AGOSTINHO NETO 
Agostinho Neto, first president of Angola , died of cancer on September 

10, a week before his 57th birthday. Dr. Neto, who gained international 
fame as a poet while still in medical training , was chosen president of MPLA 
in 1962. Following years of armed struggle culminating in the departure of 
the Portuguese in 1975, MPLA formed the country's first independent , 
socialist government. 

The American Committee on Afr ica expressed its sorrow over Dr. Neto's 
death in a message to the MPLA. The message extolled Dr. Neto as a valiant 
leader whose life is " an inspirat ion to all struggling for freedom in Africa 
and the world. " 

Here in prison 
rage contained in my breast 
I patiently wait 
for the clouds to gather 
blown by the wind of history 

No one 
can stop the rain. 

from " Here in Prison ," 

by Agostinho Neto 
PlDE Prison 
Luanda , July, 1960 

Twenty delegates representing groups 
from all over the United States, Canada 
and Europe met in Minneapolis in July 
and reaffirmed their aim of stopping U.S. 
bank loans to South Africa. 

They are part of a coalition of 
religious, social, trade union and student 
groups united in an Campaign to Op· 
pose Bank Loans to South Africa 
(COBLSA) whose formation was init iated 
by ACOA and Clergy & Laity Concerned. 
Dumisani Kumalo, formerly of South 
Africa, was named national coord inator 
of the campaign in June. 

In the past two years, over $127 mill ion 
has been withdrawn from banks financ· 
ing apartheid as a result of the cam· 
paign. 

Victory in Oregon 

This strategy has resulted in a major 
recent victory in Eugene, Oregon. The 
People for Southern Africa Freedom 
targeted the United States Bank of 
Oregon and organized a massive 
demonstration that attracted retired 
senior citizens, workers, church people 
and students outside the branches of the 
bank. 

There was also a withdrawal of funds 
by various groups including two local 
units of the American Federation of 
Teachers. 

The President of the US National 
Bank, R.R. Mitchell , told a statewide 
news conference that over $300,000 had 
been withdrawn from his bank. He added 
that the bank did " not intend to make 
any loans to South Africa so long as the 
conditions in that country remain un· 
changed." 

He further said that his bank was will· 
ing to sell stock in the Private Export 
Corporation (PEFCO), a consortium that 
makes loans to South Africa, as soon as 
a buyer could be found. 

In another development over the sum· 

[continued on page two] 



ACOA PUBLIC STATEMENT 
OPPOSES SULLIVAN PRINCIPLES 

A Member of Congress and the presi
dent of the National Council of Churches 
(NCC) are among the early signers of a 
public statement of opposition to the 
Sullivan Principles currently being cir
culated by ACOA. 

Later this fall, the statement will be 
publicly released to the media and sent 
to government officials, Congress, and 
the corporations. 

The Sullivan Principles which pledge 
US firms in vague terms to work for the 
improvement of the lot of black workers 
in South Africa, have been used by many 
firms to justify their continued presence 
in that country. 

Congressman John Conyers and M. 
William Howard, president of the NCC 
and a new member of the ACOA Na
tional Committee, are among the early 
signers of the statement. Others include 
Franklin Williams, president of the 
Phelps-Stokes Fund; Wyatt Tee Walker, 
Secretary-General of the International 
Freedom Mobilization; Randall Robin
son, Executive Director of TransAfrica; 
Frederick O'Neal, president of 
1-\SSOciated Actors and Artistes of 

America (AFL-CIO); Judge William 
Booth, president of ACOA; and George 
Houser, ACOA executive director. 

No change seen 

The public statement declares in part: 
"We see the Principles not as a result 

of a genuine change in corporate at
titudes but as a public relations effort to 
respond to black demands which the 
companies recognize as too strong to ig
nore. 

"We maintain that the Sullivan Prin
ciples do not and cannot change the 
structure of apartheid, a system of 
legalized racism which reduces Africans 
to units of labor." 

The statement ends with a call for a 
halt to all economic ties with South 
Africa. 

Many of the same points made in the 
public statement are also contained in a 
four-page analysis entitled "The Sullivan 
Principles: A Critical Look at the US Cor
porate Code in South Africa. " Copies of 
both are available from ACOA at a cost 
of 25 cents apiece. 0 

Bank Campaign----------------
[continued from page one] 

mer, George Houser, ACOA executive 
director, testified at hearings on interna
tional bank loans to South Africa spon
sored by the UN Special Committee 
Against Apartheid. Noting that Chemical 
Bank, one of the targets of the US bank 
campaign, is the only bank with offices 
on the UN premises, Houser urged the 
UN Committee to pressure Chemical to 
end all forms of financing involving 
South Africa. The UN has passed 
numerous resolutions condemning bank 
loans to South Africa, and should not 
open itself to the charge of hypocrisy by 
continuing its relationship with 
Chemical, Houser pointed out. 

New sponsor 

Recently, the newly formed Lutheran 
Coalition on Southern Africa endorsed 
the bank campaign. 

Paul Irish, ACOA associate director, 
represented ACOA at the founding 

meeting of the coalition held in June in 
Chicago. The coalition unites about fifty 
local congregations and groups within 
the four major Lutheran denominations 
in the US, which is seeking bank 
withdrawal and stock divestment from 
South Africa-related companies. 

Upcoming plans for the bank cam
paign include a week of action in Califor
nia from November 11-17, a national 
speaking tour in February, 1980, which is 
Black History Month, and a week of ac
tions in March. 

Aids available 

Copies of the COBLSA newsletter, in
cluding articles on UN action and redlin
ing, are available from ACOA. Also 
available is a new brochure explaining 
the goals of the bank campaign. It in
cludes a listing of the ten US regional 
groups affiliated with the bank cam
paign. 0 

Dumisani Kumalo 

GROUPS OPPOSE 
TATE-COETZEE 

BOUT 

Anti-apartheid groups around the 
country mobilized in a large number of 
cities to oppose the heavyweight boxing 
match between Black American John 
Tate and white South African Gerrie 
Coetzee held on October 20 in South 
Africa. While Tate defeated Coetzee 
before a nominally integrated stadium 
crowd in Pretoria, 100 demonstrators in 
New York City protested NBC's decision 
to televise the fight-in violation of a 
sports boycott of racist South Africa. 

Demonstrations focusing on the way 
South Africa uses sports to try to im
prove its international image took place 
prior to the fight in cities including 
Boston, Chicago and Denver. In New 
York, picketers marched outside the 
Park Avenue office of Bob Arum, the 
fight promoter, and at NBC head
quarters. Local groups in 12 cities 
around the country demanded meetings 
with NBC aff iliates to discuss requests 
by the groups that the stations not carry 
the fight. 

Despite demands by a coalition 
organized by ACOA and the American 
Coordinating Committee for Equality in 
Sport and Society (ACCESS), NBC went 
ahead to televise the boxing match. 
However, as an appeasement to critics, 
the network devoted half of a pre-fight 
show to opponents of apartheid, in
cluding testimony by ACOA's Paul Irish 
before the UN Special Committee 
Against Apartheid. 

NBC boycotted 

The Supreme Council for Sport in 
Africa, representing independent African 
countries in sports, indicated that NBC 
will be denied future sports broadcast 
rights from Africa for telecast ing the 
fight. NBC was also told that African 
athletes would be urged to refuse to give 
interviews to NBC at the upcoming 
Moscow Olympics. 

Further information on the campaign, 
including copies of a brochure, " Don't 
Play Ball With Apartheid," explaining the 
reasons why many South Afr ican 
athletes have called for a sports boycott 
of South Africa, are available from 
ACOA. O 



ACOA FORGES LINKS WITH ENERGY GROUPS 

Areas of common interest are growing 
between groups protesting nuclear 
power and energy costs, and organiza
tions such as ACOA opposed to US cor
porate support for racism in South 
Africa. 

ACOA has helped draw out some of 
the connections with release of a report 
describing how Fluor Corporation of 
California is constructing coal-to-oil 
facilities for the South African govern
ment and at the same time is pushing 
this costly synthetic fuel process in the 
US. 

South Africa, which has no oil of its 
own, has become increasingly concern
ed about the possibility of a world em
bargo. Iran formerly supplied 90% of 
South Africa's oil , but the new govern
ment which took over there earlier this 
year has joined with the other 12 
members of OPEC in banning oil sales to 
South Africa. 

Expansion set 

The South African government has 
responded by opting for a huge increase 
in the conversion of its abundant coal 
supply to oil. The state-owned South 
African Coal, Oil and Gas Corpora
tion-SASOL-is engaged in a massive 
$6.7 billion expansion of the country's 
first, smal l oil-from-coal facilities. 

The South Africans are hoping that 
this project-the largest and most ex
pensive ever undertaken by the South 
African government-will result in an in
ternal capacity to produce at least one
third of South Africa's oil needs by the 
end of 1982, thus reducing dramatically 
the need for foreign oil. 

Under a $4.2 billion contract, Fluor is 
supervising the entire undertaking. Not 
only is Fluor providing South Africa with 
engineering and construction 
technology the country does not present
ly possess, but Fluor also has attempted 
to aid South Africa's cause in the US. 
Among other actions, Fluor lobbied for a 
loosening of US Export-Import Bank 
restrictions on extending credit to South 
Africa. That effort ultimately was 
defeated. 

Fluor also has become the South 
African government's agent in the US in 
attempting to sell SASOL technology to 
US energy companies. 

U.S. Fluor Corporation collaborates in meeting South 
Africa's energy needs by constructing SASOL II coal-to-
oil plant. 

Report distributed 

The Africa Fund recently published a 
report which outlines Fluor's activities. It 
has been sent to the press as well as to 
key contacts around the country. At a 
time when groups focusing on energy 
issues are urgmg- tl'lat the narro-rrs 
energy needs be met not through costly 
and potentially dangerous technology 
but through conservation and other 
means, Fluor's effort to sell the US on 
the idea of oil-from-coal has become a 
focus for action. 

An ACOA representative was to be a 
featured speaker at an anti-nuclear rally 
scheduled to take place in New York in 
late October. The rally and an accompa
nying march were organized by a coali· 
tion known as the Manhattan Project 
composed of Native American, Afro
American, and anti-apartheid groups. 
Another ACOA representative spoke 
recently on the issue of US energy col
laboration with South Africa before a 
coalition of New York State groups in
terested in energy issues . 

In separate action relat ing to South 
Africa's energy needs, ACOA has taken 
initiative in try ing to promote an oil em
bargo against South Africa. Realizing 
that the effectiveness of such a strategy 
depends on the total cooperation of the 
oil-producing nations,ACOA has written 
letters to the governments of nearly 25 
oil-exporting nations, seeking a clear 
statement of policy on oil supplies to 
South Africa and encouraging participa
tion in an embargo against South Africa. 

Oil firms queried 

In addition, ACOA has written letters 
to the three major US oil companies in 
South Africa-Mobil , Texaco and Stan
dard Oil of California-reminding them 
of the pol icies of OPEC members ban
ning the sale of OPEC oil to South Africa 
and asking whether they have supplied 
OPEC oil to South Africa. 

Thus far, all respondents have stated 
their cooperation with the embargo. 

Copies of the Fluor report are 
available at a cost of 30 cents for a 
single copy. D 

-Truman Dunn 



SUPPORT GROWS FOR POLISARIO 

The struggle for independence in 
Western Sahara has advanced 
significantly in the last six months as 
Polisario has intensified its struggle 
against Morocco's occupation of the 
former Spanish colony. 

In July, the Organization of African 
Unity voted overwhelmingly (33 to 2 with 
a few abstentions) that self 
determination has not occurred in 
Western Sahara and that an interna
tionally sponsored referendum should be 
held. Morocco has flatly rejected this. 

Arms requested 

Shortly after the OAU meeting, Con
gressman Stephen Solarz, chairman of 
the U.S. House Subcommittee on Africa, 
held hearings in Western Sahara which 
focused on the question of U.S. military 
assistance to Morocco. The State 
Department is currently considering 
Morocco's request for a substantial 
amount of new weapons, including 
OV-10 counter-insurgency aircraft and 
Cobra helicopters. 

ACOA's executive director George 
Houser, who travelled with Polisario 
fighters through Western Sahara last 
spring, and Richard Knight , who had 
visited the area in March, testified 
against new arms sales. "The best path 
for the U.S. is to stop all arms sales to 
Morocco and take all possible steps to 
encourage Morocco to withdraw and 

recognize the independence of Western 
Sahara," Houser said. ACOA also sent a 
letter to President Carter and Secretary 
of State Vance, protesting the proposed 
arms deal. 

An article by George Houser on the 
situation in Western Sahara appeared in 
the July 16 issue of Encore magazine, 
with another article scheduled for the 
fall issue of The Progressive. 

During the summer, Africa Fund, 
ACOA's tax-exempt associate, sent 
more than $22,000 worth of medicines to 
assist the estimated 100,000 Saharawi 
refugees in Algeria. 

Copies of the ACOA testimony on 
Western Sahara and ACOA's letter to 
President Carter are available on re
quest. 0 

-Richard Knight 

Editor's note: On October 22, the 
Carter administration announced its 
decision to approve the counter
insurgency weapons sale to Morocco. 
Polisario has been increasingly suc
cessful on the military front in the past 
year, including attacks inside Morocco. 
The State Department 's announcement 
has already met with significant opposi
tion in Congress, which can block the 
sales within 30 days of receiving the of
ficial proposal. ACOA urges people to 
write their congressperson to vote down 
the Carter decision. 

Congress Acts on Rhodesia 
While negotiations aimed at a settle

ment of the Rhodesian conflict con
tinued in London, Senate and House 
conferees agreed in early October to a 
non-binding "sense of Congress" resolu
tion on Rhodesia stat ing that the US 
should make "every effort to remove all 
artifical impediments against importa
tion" of strategic materials. The com
promise resolution followed efforts by 
conservatives in both houses to lift sanc
tions against Rhodesia immediately. 

The President still faces the question 
of what to do about another bill passed 
by Congress which gives him until 
November 15 to decide whether to lift 
sanctions. The bill provides that if he 
does not do so, the House and Senate, 
by simple majorities, can lift the sanc
tions. Such an action would probably be 
fought by the administration in the 
courts on the grounds that it represents 
an attempt by Congress to usurp powers 
reserved to the President. 0 

ACOA 
Regrets Young's 

Resignation 

ACOA responded with regret to the 
resignation of Andrew Young, US Am
bassador to the UN, on August 16. While 
ACOA is opposed to many aspects of US 
policy toward Africa, it has looked on An
drew Young as one who understood 
something of the dynamics of liberation 
movements because of his own involve
ment in the civil rights struggle in the US. 
He was able to talk with ease to the 
African liberation movement leaders and 
with African diplomats at the United Na
tions. This made for a different style of 
diplomacy at the UN. 

ACOA President William Booth and 
Executive Director George Houser ex
pressed this feeling to Young in a mail
gram which declared, "You have played 
a unique role at the UN and in Africa in 
supporting African aspirations." 

In a separate mailgram to President 
Carter, ACOA commended Young's ef
forts and described the organization as 
"deeply shocked" by Carter's accep
tance of Young's resignation. 0 

Board Gets 
New Members 

Four new members have been added 
to the ACOA executive board. They are 
Stephanie Urdang, managing editor of 
Southern Africa magazine; Richard Lap
chick, who chairs the American Coor
dinating Committee for Equality in Sport 
& Society; S. Garry Oniki, executive 
director of the Office for Church in Socie
ty of the United Church of Christ; and 
Josephine Buck-Jones, professor at 
Hostos College of the City University of 
New York. 

New members added to the ACOA Na
tional Committee include: M. William 
Howard, president of the National Coun
cil of Churches; Dick Gregory, comedian 
and activist; Paul O'Dwyer, past presi
dent of the New York City Council ; at
torney F.A.O. Schwarz, Jr; and Episcopal 
Bishop Paul Moore, Jr. 

New Africa Fund trustees are Tilden 
LeMelle, director of Department of 
Academic Skills at Hunter College; and 
attorney Robert Potter of Patterson, 
Belknap and Webb. Uni versity of Califor
nia regent Stanley Sheinbaum has joined 
the Africa Fund advisory committee. 0 
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